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Yukon Comprehensive Harvest 
Surveys
Funder: Pacific Salmon Treaty Implementation Fund, NOAA 2020 
& 2021 Chum Salmon Disaster Fund
Purpose:
• Fill Data Gaps
• Update harvest data
Work to date:
• 2022: Hooper Bay, Chevak (Published)
• 2023: Huslia and Koyukuk (Published)
• 2024: Alakanuk and Kotlik (Published)
• 2025: Ruby and Holy Cross (Expected Publication: September 

2026)
• 2026: Nunam Iqua and Rampart (Upcoming)

Ruby, Alaska. Photo Courtesy of ADF&G



Understanding of Humpback Whitefish 
and other Nonsalmon Fishes in the Upper 
Koyukuk Region
Funder: OSM
Partner: Tanana Chiefs Conference
Purpose:
• Update TEK and Harvest and use of nonsalmon fish by Allakaket 

and Alatna Residents
• Describe demographic compositions of spawning humpback 

whitefish populations in the Alatna River and South Fork Koyukuk 
River

Communities: Allakaket and Alatna 
Project Complete, June 2025
Citation: Coleman, J. M., B. Fisher, B. Lepping, N. Farnham, C. Somerville, 
B. McDavid, and L. Navarro. 2025. Traditional Ecological Knowledge, 
Subsistence Harvest and Use, and Biological Assessment of Humpback 
Whitefish and Other Nonsalmon Fish in the Upper Koyukuk River Region, 
Alaska, 2023. Alaska Department of Fish and Game Division of 
Subsistence, Technical Paper No. 513, Fairbanks.

Allakaket, Alaska. Photo Courtesy of ADF&G



Investigating Ceremonial Harvest of 
Game Populations in Alaska
Funder: Pittman-Roberson Funds
Purpose: 
• Compile existing ceremonial harvest data
• Document regional ceremonial practices
• Design and implement a robust outreach program
Work to date:
• June 2024 – February 2025: Interviewed DWC Area Biologists 
• March 2025: Kaltag Stickdance 
Upcoming:
• Compile and analyze existing harvest data 
• Participate and attend additional potlatch ceremonies throughout 

the State
• Aniak, McGrath, and Nikolai 

Huslia, Alaska. Photo Courtesy of ADF&G



Natural Indicators of Salmon in the 
Upper Kuskokwim River
Funder: USFWS Office of Subsistence Management (OSM)
Purpose: 

• Document local and traditional ecological knowledge of salmon 
natural indicators in upper Kuskokwim River communities

• Review historical abundance, distribution, and health of salmon 
populations 

• Build relationships between local communities and 
governmental entities

Communities: McGrath, Takotna, Nikolai
Work to date:

• June 2022: Data collection began
• Summer and Fall 2023: Additional fieldwork conducted
• 2024: Interviews analyzed
• 2025/26: Report writing and community data reviews

Nikolai, Alaska. Photo Courtesy of ADF&G



Kuskokwim Management Area 
Postseason Salmon Harvest Survey 
Project
Funder: OSM
Background: Conducted since 1960; DFG/ONC 20+ years
Purpose: To estimate subsistence salmon harvest in Kuskokwim River 
drainage communities 
Sampling: 

• 2025 season:
• In-person: 24 communities, 1,363 surveys complete 

(including Bethel)
• Phone Follow-Up: 8 communities, 17 surveys 
• Bethel: Simple random sample of 25% of households 

achieved, 508 surveys complete
• Final salmon harvest numbers are in draft status and still 

being finalized. They will be available in the final technical 
report on the ADFG website

Nunapitchuk, Alaska. Photo Courtesy of ADF&G



Preliminary Estimates For Kuskokwim Area Salmon Harvests 2025

• Lower River Total: 
      149,504 salmon (+/- 12,077)

• Middle River Total: 
      9,021 (+/- 1,054)

• Upper River Total: 
      6,236 salmon (+/- 2,785)

• Kuskokwim River Total: 
      164,760 salmon (+/- 12,345)

• Kuskokwim Management Area 
Total: 

      176,061 salmon (+/- 12,362) 



Contact us
Yukon/Interior Region

Brooke Fisher

Subsistence Resource Specialist

Telephone: 907-328-6113

Email: brooke.fisher@alaska.gov

Kuskokwim Region

Tim Bembenic

Subsistence Resource Specialist

Telephone: 907-328-6103

Email: tim.bembenic@alaska.gov 

For technical papers and subsistence 
data, please visit us at: 
www.adfg.alaska.gov/sb/CSIS/ 
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