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PROCEEDTINGS
(Anchorage, Alaska - 3/8/2024)
(On record)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Good morning,
everybody. First item on our agenda is 1invocation.
Steve, would vyou mind starting us off with a prayers
here.

MR. OOMITTUK: Okay. Thank you and good
morning, everybody. This is Steve Oomittuk from Point
Hope. Can we have a moment of silence. We've had so
much tragedies in the last few weeks throughout all of
our communities, and can we have a moment of silence
for all the people within all of our regions.

(Moment of silence)

MR. OOMITTUK: Taikuu. It's a great
honor to be a part of the North Slope Regional Advisory
Council for the last nine vyears, and I was looking
forward to being there in person and I had some medical
issues so hopefully I'll be out today, but, you know,
I'd like to say the Lord's prayer.

(Prayer)
MR. OOMITTUK: All right. Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank vyou, Mr.
Oomittuk. All right. So it is 8:22 a.m. We'll <call
this meeting to order. Yeah. Yeah, 8:22. So are we
moving on the agenda?

Item Number 3, roll call and establish
quorum. Can we get a roll call, please.

MS. CHAPA: Mr. Chair, I have a few
housekeeping announcement if you don't mind.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. We'll go
through that.

MS. CHAPA: Sounds good. For the record
my name is Gisela Chapa. I am the Council coordinator
for the ©North Slope Subsistence Regional Advisory
Council and designated Federal officer. 1I'll try to be



brief.

Just a reminder, we have some sign-in
sheets in the back if you can please sign in. We also
have some testifier forms in the Dback. There's Dblue
half sheets of paper. If you have any comments, please
fill one of those out and give them to me.

We ask everybody in the room that you
please silence your phones to minimize disruptions. We
also have Council members calling in so your lines will
be automatically muted. If you want to raise your
hand, please press star 5; to unmute vyourself please
press star 6.

One final announcement. We have our --
our Council has three vacant seats and we're currently

accepting applications for new Council members. And
the deadline to apply is March 15th for this round.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank vyou for
that. Is that all the announcements that we have?

(No audible response)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. All right.
Now item 3, roll call and establish quorum. Can we get
a roll call, please.

MS. CHAPA: Wanda Kippi.

MS. KIPPI: Here.

MS. CHAPA: Steve Oomittuk. I believe
he's on the line.

REPORTER: Yeah. He's muted.
MS. CHAPA: Okay. John Adams.

REPORTER: He'll be here, soon, it's in
the record.

MS. CHAPA: Steve Oomittuk, if vyou can
please unmute yourself.

MR. OOMITTUK: That's it.



MS. CHAPA: Thank you. John Adams.

MR. ADAMS: Here.

MS. CHAPA: Martha Itta. I Dbelieve
she's running behind. Esther Hugo, and she has an
excused absence. Brower Frantz.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Here.

MS. CHAPA: Peter Williams.

MR. WILLIAMS: Here.

MS. CHAPA: Thank you. We have four
members present over seven filled seats, so we do have
quorum. Oh, sorry, and John is on the line. I
apologize. Five. Five members present.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: All right. So it
looks like we do have a quorum. We'll be able to make
the action items 1f everybody's still here during the
action items.

All «right. Must be a typo. Item
Number 5 on the welcome and introductions. Maybe we'll
go around the room, well, introduce ourselves. It's --

well, no? Nobody? Okay. We'll start, I guess, here.

MS. GREDIAGIN: Yeah. Mr. Chair,
Council members are welcome to introduce themselves now
or during your Council Member reports, but we generally
do at the beginning of Council meetings ask everyone in
the room and on the phone to just introduce themselves.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay, yeah, SO
we'll go through introductions. I guess we don't have
any special guests or anything here.

Is there anybody else on the line that
-- that we don't know that's calling in other than our
members.

MS. DAGGETT: Mr. Chair, this is Carmen
Daggett with Alaska Department of Fish and Game. I'm
just listening today. Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Good morning,
Carmen. Thank you.



Anybody else on the line.

MS. MIKOW: Good morning. This is Beth
Mikow. I'm the Anthropologist for the Arctic District
Office. I'm just listening in today.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Good morning.
Anybody else online.

MS. BRAUM: Good morning. This is Nikki
Braum and I'm the Cultural Anthropologist here in Nome
at the National Park Service.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Good morning.
Anybody else online, we got quite the list here.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: All right. Yeah,
I guess we can go around the room.

MS. GREDIAGIN: Good morning, Council
members. My name is Lisa Grediagin, I'm the Wildlife
Division Supervisor with the Office of Subsistence
Management and I'll be serving as the LT, Leadership
Team, member for this meeting today.

Thanks.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank you.

MS. JOCHUM: Good morning, Mr. Chair and
Council. This is Kim Jochum. I work for the National
Park Service at the Regional O0Office, Subsistence
Program.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Good morning.

MS. JOCHUM: Good morning.

MS. OKADA: Hi. Good morning. My name's
Marcy Okada. I'm the Subsistence Coordinator for Gates
of the Arctic National Park and Preserve based out of
Fairbanks. Good morning.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Good morning.

MR. PLANK: Good morning. Tom Plank,
Wildlife Biologist, Office of Subsistence Management.
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ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Good morning, OSM.

MR. UBELAKER: One more. Good morning,
Council. Brian Ubelaker, Wildlife Biologist with OSM.

MS. HYER: Good morning, Mr. Chairman,
Council members. I'm a Fisheries Biologist with OSM
and I am the biologist that works with the North Slope
RAC.

UNIDENTIFIED: Could you state your
name?

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Uh-huh.

MR. WOODS: (In Inupiat) Raymond Wood,
Northwest RAC. Thank you. (In Inupiat)

MS. HYER: Good morning again. I don't
have my placard up here. It's Karen Hyer, Fisheries
Biologist, OSM.

MS. VOORHEES: Good morning. Hannah
Voorhees. I'm the Anthropologist with Office of
Subsistence Management for the North Slope Council.
Thanks.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Good morning.

MS. HONIG: Hi. Leigh Honig, Council
Coordinator. Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank you, Lee. I
think we're -- yeah, I think we're good for

introductions.

Move on to Item 6, review and adopt the
agenda. Any.....

MR. WILLIAMS: I make a motion.
REPORTER: Oh, your microphone.
MR. WILLIAMS: I make a motion.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Motion made by
Peter Williams.

MS. CHAPA: Mr. Chair.



ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yes.

MS. CHAPA: I do have some updates on
the agenda.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay.

MS. CHAPA: Okay. I just want to make a
note of Item 10.A.1, deferred Wildlife Proposal WP-24-
29/25. This was the item that was discussed yesterday
in the four-Council meeting, and the Council voted on.
There was one action item from that joint meeting which
was the selection of a Council member to work -- to
form a working group and draft a letter to address the
issue of non-resident hunting of caribou, not resident
hunters.

And I also wanted to point out Item
12.A, correspondence update. There are no updates for
the North Slope RAC.

And lastly Jjust a reminder wunder 12.C
there are some items from the joint Council sessions
which was the review of Jjoint Council draft letters as
discussed in those sessions.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: So are these
changed already or 1is that something that we're going
to have to note?

(No audible answer)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. So any
questions on the -- the changes to the agenda.

(No comments)

MS. KIPPI: Mr. Chair. I'd like to
approve the agenda with the changing -- or the add ons.

MR. WILLIAMS: Second.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Seconded by Peter
Williams. Any discussion.

(No comments)

MR. WILLIAMS: Mr. Chair. Question.



ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: The questions been
called for. All those that are in favor to review —--
or to adopt the agenda say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: No same sign.
(No opposing votes)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Hearing none, the
agenda has passed.

Moving on to Item Number 7, election of
officers. So it looks 1like we're due for electing a
new Chair and Vice Chair or Secretary and announcing
RAC vacancies, accepting applications through March 15.
It looks like they discussed earlier on that. So the
three positions are open, so any recommendations on a
Chair.

MR. WILLIAMS: Chair.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead, Peter.

MR. WILLIAMS: I do wish to table this
until we get all our members here because the last time
we did that, we had.....

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: So for the -- for
his recommendation, would vyou like to have a Chair in
the meantime, or is tabling it okay on your side?

MS. CHAPA: I Dbelieve under the charter
you can defer the action to the next meeting. And what
happens is that the current officers retain their seats
until they have your -- until you have your election of
officers. And I'm going to verify real quick.

MR. WILLIAMS: Chair.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead.

MR. WILLIAMS: The reason why I said
this because my term is up in three -- in this year, so
I think these people that's got their's extended like
'25 and '26 to '27, anyway I think they should be voted
in, and that's why I want to table this.



Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. So if that
is the wish, I guess if everyone's 1in agreement with
that, then we can table it until the next meeting.

MS. CHAPA: And Mr. Chair, I believe you
will need a motion.

MR. OOMITTUK: Mr. Chair, this is Steve.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead.

MR. OOMITTUK: Yeah, this is Steve here.
Yeah, you know, I wish I could be there in person, and,
you know, I'm almost ready to retire, but I think that
-- I thank you for chairing the meeting and being
there. And I do wish we could move forward, but we do
need more of our members there.

Thank you.

And during the meantime I think we
should appoint you. I know it's just this meeting, but
if there are any other meetings, you Chair the meeting
themselves, then we could reorganize.

Thank you.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Sounds good.

Maybe we'll do them per meeting individual I guess
whoever's attending, but it looks like we're going to

need a motion. Anybody care to make the motion for
Chairing the -- or tabling the election of officers
here.

MR. OOMITTUK: So move, Mr. Chair.
MS. KIPPI: Second.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Moved by Steve
Oomittuk, seconded by Wanda Kippi from Atgasuk.

MR. WILLIAMS: Question
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Question called

for. All those in favor of Chairing [sic] the election
of officers until the next meeting say aye.



IN UNISON: Aye.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: No same sign.
(No opposing votes)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Hearing none, the
motion has passed, election of officers has been tabled
until the next meeting.

All right. We'll just put it out there
again announcing RAC vacancies, accepting applications
through March 15th. Make sure to let your individuals
in the communities of the North Slope know that there
are vacancies open and we encourage anyone that is
knowledgeable on their communities to apply. That way
we can have a gquorum every meeting.

All right. Item 8, review and approve
previous meeting minutes.

MR. WILLIAMS: Chair, can I say
something before we move on.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yes.

MR. WILLIAMS: That when I spoke to
(Indiscernible) yesterday, they went to Northwest for a
meeting, that some of them didn't make it from
Anaktuvuk Pass, and, well, when we're at the meeting in
Anaktuvuk we consider -- we asked these young people to
step in Dbecause they've got to learn something from
this kind of discussion. So a lot of them went to that
meeting and they learned quite a bit. And what we're
trying to do is try and make a commission, but, you
know, we've got to write a letter to Federal Board.
That's the way it sounded to me and so when I get home
I have to write up a memo or something to see if I
could get Taqulik to put a little input in on it.

And anyway, what (Indiscernible) said
was a lot of positive seeing how people spoke up for
Anaktuvuk about caribou declining and cut us down to a
limited and it's all written in the paperwork, so I
don't have to discuss this matter because really need
these young people to step up to our plate because
we're not going to be here all the time.

Thank you very much. Mr. Chair.



ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank vyou for
that. Any other comments before we move on.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Hearing none,
we'll move on to Item 8, review and approve previous
meeting minutes. And where are these?

MS. CHAPA: Mr. Chair.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yes.

MS. CHAPA: This is Gisela Chapa again.
You'll find the meeting meetings in the fall -- sorry,

for the fall 2023 meeting on Page 5 of your book.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: I'm looking at the
wrong book. Oh, okay. Yeah.

MR. WILLIAMS: Chair.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead, Peter.

MR. WILLIAMS: I'd like to make a motion
to accept the minutes of November 1, 2023.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: A motion on the
floor to approve the minutes.

MR. OOMITTUK: Second. This is Steve.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Seconded by Mr.
Oomittuk. Any discussion on it.

(No comments)

MR. OOMITTUK: Question call for.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: The question's
been called for. All those in favor of approving and
adopting the agenda say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Or, sorry, the
previous meeting minutes.

MR. OOMITTUK: The meeting minutes.



ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yes.

IN UNISON: Aye.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: No same sign.
(No opposing votes)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: All right. The
motion has passed.

All right. Moving.....
MS. WESSELS: Mr. Chair.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead.

MS. WESSELS: Sorry. For the record my
name 1is Katya Wessels, and I'm Council Coordination
Division Supervisor with OSM.

It came to my attention that your
Council did not vote to elect the officers, that vyou
had a motion to defer the election of officers. I
would suggest that vyou hold the election just, vyou
know, elect a Chair for this meeting, because from a
legal standpoint that's what we need to do. And then
you can hold another election in the fall.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. SO are you
saying that the election was kind of wunofficial this
morning so we need to.....

MS. WESSELS: Well, I heard that you're
just being asked to serve as the Chair but it's not
like you held a vote for you to serve as the Chair. So
if you were nominated to serve as a Chair, did

MS. GREDIAGIN: There was no official
vote. No official vote. (Away from microphone)

(Whispered conversation)

MS. WESSELS: Yeah. So if you were
going to hold an official vote for that, for vyou to
serve as the Chair for this meeting, that would be
great.



ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. It looks
like we need a motion on the floor to elect a Chair.

MS. WESSELS: It's not really a motion.
It's Jjust that you -- 1like we hold -- you were
nominated, so.....

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yeah.

MS. WESSELS: ..... You <can Jjust do a
vote.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Oh, so we Jjust
need to vote. Okay.

MS. WESSELS: Yeah.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: All right. For
those online I guess we'll open voting session for
nomination of this meeting's Chair.

MR. OOMITTUK: Mr. Chair. This is Steve.
I make a motion to nominate Mr. Brower Frantz to Chair
the meeting until the reorganization.....

MS. CHAPA: Thank you, Steve.

MR. OOMITTUK: ..... of the North Slope
Subsistence Advisory Council.

MS. CHAPA: Thank you, Steve. And for
the record this is Gisela Chapa. And so I believe at
this moment we just need votes to accept the nomination
for Brower to Chair today's meeting.

MR. WILLIAMS: Chair. Like to close the
nomination.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: So there was a
recommendation -- well, actually it was a motion. Do
we need to rescind the motion?

(Whispered conversation)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: No? Okay.

MS. WESSELS: You don't need to rescind

the motion. The motion was not seconded so it died and
Gisela just will need to ask for votes. She is the one
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in a way like running the election.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay.

MS. CHAPA: Okay. So we'll go -- we'll
do a roll call vote. So, Ms. Kippi.

MS. KIPPI: Yes.

MS. CHAPA: Mr. Williams.
MR. WILLIAMS: Yes.

MS. CHAPA: Mr. Oomittuk.
MR. OOMITTUK: Yes.

MS. CHAPA: Mr. Adams.

MS. GREDIAGIN: I don't know 1f he's
muted. (Away from microphone)

MS. CHAPA: He did inform me he had an
appointment at 8:30 so he may have left. Okay. Okay.

So the motion has passed.

MS. GREDIAGIN: Mr. Adams -- it's not a
motion. (Away from microphone)

(Whispered conversation)

MS. CHAPA: Sorry, I apologize, not a
motion. We have four votes.

(Whispered conversation)

MS. CHAPA: Okay. Brower, we need your

vote.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yes.

MS. WESSELS: Sorry for this.

MS. CHAPA: All right. Thank you,
Brower. I think you are our official Chair for today's
meeting.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay.



MS. CHAPA: Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: All right. So
we've reviewed and approved the meeting minutes. Item
9 1s reports, Council Member reports. Maybe we'll

start with Atgasuk.

MS. KIPPI: Good morning, everybody.
This is Wanda Kippi from Atgasuk, North Slope
Subsistence Regional Advisory Council Member.

Our freeze wup was a little different.
It felt eery like there was -- can you hear me clearly?
Yeah? Okay. Our freeze wup was late as usual and I
didn't get to go ice fishing like I normally do. Even
last vyear's was a little late. For these past few
years it's been a late freeze up and I didn't actually
go ice fishing. I went back home middle of October and
it's supposed to be frozen already. But after I went
home it froze up maybe two, three days later and I
didn't even bother to go back to camp because I was so
upset. I waited for two weeks to go ice fishing at
camp and it never froze thick enough to walk on the
ice, so I went home.

But during the hunting season for the
caribou, they had to go far. A lot of them went way
far to go caribou hunting. There would be females and
young around, but they weren't -- I didn't see a lot of
them. They were towards Barrow area I think, a lot of
them were. I saw some but not -- a lot of calves and
females all over around.

And our geese hunting was good.

Our fishing -- fishing started late.
People were fishing at -- near our village, about a
mile up or down. They were fishing and the creeks were
open still on some of the areas near town by the creek.

And I think there was -- it felt very
eery at my cabin this year because I didn't see hardly
any birds, hardly any foxes. There had to be something
out there, some predator, because there was no caribou
around. It didn't feel right while I was up there.
The two weeks I was up there it felt very eery and too
quiet, you know. Not even a bird. I finally saw a
raven and a fox within those two weeks only once and I
usually see them more. There was ptarmigan, there was



some ptarmigan coming and going, but the rest of the
time I hardly saw them so I'm pretty sure there was a
predator, but I didn't see any with my own eyes, but it
felt like there was something out there.

There was a polar bear that was caught
within our boundaries of our community on the other
side ofthe air strip and it was afemale. And it was --

it came all the way up from maybe the Barrow area or
Wainwright area somewhere. Probably from the Barrow
area. So we're 70 miles in. That's how many -- that's
one out of how many years a polar bear come up to our
village. And that was put down and shared with the
community.

And I don't know, I think I'm pretty
much done, Mr. Chair.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank you for your
report, Wanda. That's very unusual for polar bears to
be going that far inland, so that was definitely
something to document.

Let's see. Steve. You have a report
from Point Hope.

MR. OOMITTUK: So good afternoon. Good
morning. This is Steve Oomittuk from Point Hope, North
Slope Subsistence Advisory Council.

Yeah, it's been a good year in some
ways. You know, the caribou, we had a late freeze up
as usual, but we celebrated the form of the ice, and
when it's clear, vyou know, we bring out the whale's
tail and it seems to be getting later and later into
late November. It usually happens in September, late
September, you know. And usually snow falls in --
before -- you know, 1in September and October. This
year, you know, we had -- it usually -- normally don't
snow once -- it snows on Halloween day and this year it
didn't snow on Halloween, and an abundance of -- you
can tell when it's not stormy and you have a 1lot of
Halloween trick-or-treaters, you know.

But, you know, the caribou stuck around
even though the population had dropped down. Usually
the Western Arctic Caribou Herd starts migrating south



in first part of July it comes through our community,
and that's when we gather the eggs usually in July, the
first of July the bird eggs at Cape Thompson and then
at Cape Lisburne, but this year they were early. They
were getting eggs in middle part of June, you know,
which is probably much earlier.

You know, we've always lived a cycle of
life where we do -- once you get eggs or what animals
are coming, you know, it's been passed from generation
to generation. We're very fortunate for the abundance
of food that migrates through our area.

And, you know, the caribou, we had a
lot of hunters, drop off planes, like circling caribous
up north, up towards Kayak on the other side of -- by
Kupuk River along the creek there that goes to the sea
up ridge and further north, but they notice every time
they go wup they see planes like they're <circling and
trying to reroute the caribou that are supposed to be
migrating south. And that's one of the concerns we
had, that, you know, the old days the elders told us,
you know, vyou let the first herd of caribou come

through and the rest will, they'll follow. You know,
it seemed like 1it's Dbeen changing. We're very
fortunate.....

Can you still hear me? I hear

something beeping.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yeah, we can still
hear you, Steve.

MR. OOMITTUK: Okay. Okay. I wasn't
sure, you know. Okay. But, vyou know, we're very
concerned on the division of the Western Arctic Caribou
Herd down to about 140,000, you know, especially when
it was at a high of close to 500,000. And, you know,
the Federal Subsistence Board, vyou know, when it
decreased our numbers of harvesting, and yet they still
will allow out of state hunters and non-residents to
come into our region and hunt for theirs, you know,
and, you know, every vyear, the Northwest -- the
Northwest Territory, I mean the Western Arctic Caribou
Herd is one of the longest migration routes and a lot
of people depend on that, especially the inland people
that, you know, with their low income and high cost of
living, high cost of transportation, it's a real burden
for them to try to put food on the table when the



migration of the Western Arctic caribou herd doesn't
make it through their communities. And you could see
that migration routes are changing. And, yet, we still
have to, you know, even though we're an advisory
council for the North Slope Borough and the Northwest
Arctic Council, you know, we always support each other,
but it seems like we get shut down by the Federal
Subsistence Board when we put 1n ©proposals towards
them, and that's not right, you know. I think each
time that, you know, as tribal members, Council
members, you know , we have a government to government
relationship and that's our way of 1life and it's
changing and, you know, the high cost of living, and
it's something that subsistence has always been around,
and vyou know, it's trying to get the Dbest of Dboth
worlds, Dbut with the low economy and 1it's a struggle
for a lot of people. And, you know, if we keep arguing
and arguing about our food source, you know, we've
often been told when we can hunt, where we can hunt,
calmly, we can then, you know -- and whether they are
Federal lands, public lands, Federal lands, and vyet,
you know, they still allow all these out of state and

non-resident people 1in, and that's something -- you
know, that's the communities, you know, within the
region should be a priority. You know, they are going
to deplete our harvest of certain species, yet, you

know, they 1look at, vyou know, not allowing non-
residents or out of state hunters to come into our
territory and, you know, hunt for their pleasure. You
know, the majority of the meat, you know, in fact we
use everything on the caribou, you know, I mean. And
yet, you know, you don't see very many people having
any antlers hanging on their walls or anything 1like
that. So it's something that, you know, as far as the
people of the North and Northwest and, you know, within
Alaska and all over the State have always been there
because of the abundance of food that migrates to the
north, you know, and it's, vyou know, they fed us, they
clothed us, they sheltered us since time immemorial,
and made us who we are. gave us as our identity as a
people and we see it slowly deteriorating. You know, I
mean it's something that our parents, our grandparents
fought for, you know, when they were trying to stop our
hunting, and the -- and, you know, one of the old
sayings, I can't remember what it was, but
(Indiscernible) but, you know, when he did his speech
and he said, you know, hunger knows no law. You know,
when you're hunger, you know, you catch what's there
and available right then and now. We don't have such



things, you know, the caribou go down and migrate on
certain lands or hungry and when we see them, but, you
know, our younger generation, you know, our elders, you
know, worked very hard to put food on the table and,
you know, the old saying of hunger knows no law when it
started becoming when we were overrun by the State. I
think it's time that we -- you know, we're going to
make our own subsistence ways, you know, because we're
concerned about the animals, too.

And I wish I was there 1in person to be
at these workshops and to speak out, too, also, but I
thank you guys. I've been listening and hopefully this
will open a lot of eyes to a lot of the people out
there, especially to the Federal Subsistence Board and
how we get overrun by them in our own region when a
majority of them don't even live within our areas or
see our lifestyles or the hardships that are there,
because subsistence is very vital to our communities.

Thank you. That's all I had.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank vyou, Mr.
Oomittuk. Very knowledgeable of your location there, a
lot of good recommendations and discussions to be had
on these items, so thank you for your report. It's
very good to hear your conversations and enjoy the
discussion.

MR. OOMITTUK: Thank you. Taikuu.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: All right. Next
on the list we have AKP, Peter Williams.

MR. WILLIAMS: Good morning. Peter
Williams for RAC from Anaktuvuk Pass. We had some
caribous coming in this fall. Everybody got lucky and

these young guns we call them, they've been going out
with the young boys and teaching them, you know, the
ropes, well, my ways, we always leave some gas around
because young kids always want to go out hunting and
they don't have nowhere to turn to. Like I said
before, you know, we've got to teach our young kids how
to step up to the plate, because, you know, we're not
going to be here for them to be of -- surviving them.

We did pretty good this year on caribou
and those kids were happy. Even at the school they
brought wup -- you know, the teacher, you know, about



giving them a couple days off if they want to go
hunting and that sounds pretty good, and that turned
out pretty good. They went out, studied caribou, about
how they migrate and the elders telling them where they
go and they don't always come through Anaktuvuk like

they always used to. Used to be 100 -- 2, 300,000 come
through there about five, six years ago, and now we
just -- we're finally coming back up and lately we've

been hunting at Nuigsut and we're really happy about
that because, you know, we had no meat source.

We had plentiful of berries. A lot of
ptarmigans come back and rabbits are popping up again.
I don't know, if that's the eight-year cycle, but
there's a lot but people don't eat rabbits up there, so
there's a lot of rabbits popping around.

And, waterfowl, a lot of us go up into
the mountains to go hunting but this year they said
that it was kind of -- they showed up much like it used
to.

And a lot of caribous went toward
Coldfoot, but they stayed around up there on
(Indiscernible) like they can't cross the river, like
Brower said, vyou know, on the ice, when the ice gets
thin, you know, they don't wander around, they just

stay because, you know, I don't want to step on the
ice, too, because it gets it gets slippery and cracks,
you know. And elders spoke up about those, about how

caribous act, they know about the weather, time of
change of weather, and it's just 1like they sense 1it.
Sometimes they go up to the mountains, because, you
know, they got nowhere to go.

They said there was some Porcupine Herd
coming through but they stop above Venetie below Arctic
Village. We keep contact with them people there about
caribou migration and how they route. And lately they
haven't come through that Dalton Highway side, you
know. I don't know, there's a lot of sportshunters on
the road too so, you know,you got to be aware because--

we keep <close touch with Jack Reakoff too so there's
another good reason why -- we depend on caribou to be
survival.

We're the only people from Anaktuvuk
that speak up for caribou Dbecause they're caribou
people, and we're trying to step up to it. The last 20



years we've Dbeen trying to step to say to explain to
them that we need some kind of commission or a
committee to run -- but every time I turn around and
ask they say I've got to write a letter. We asked the
village to write a letter, or ask the village to ask a
letter, and does this get Dback to the table, I don't
know what the Federal Subsistence Board is on, but, you
know, we need to get their attention. I'm glad this
meeting that we're having with the whole Alaska people,
that we stand up and that's the only way we'll get more
power and work together.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank you for your
report there, Mr. Williams.

Do we have anybody else on the line, 1is
Quincy on?

MS. GREDIAGIN: I don't think so, but
maybe remind them to press star six. (Away from
microphone)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: If not -- okay,

so if you're on the line, any of our other RAC members,
I know Quincy was on earlier. Quincy, if you're on,
press star six for a Council member report.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Well, if he's not
on, I believe that's it for our Council member reports
as far as who's online or here. Well, would mine be
the Chair's -- okay, we'll move on to Chair's report.

Brower Frantz from Utgiavik, North
Slope Regional Advisory Council. We've had a really
good year in Barrow for caribou. Caribou are walking
through town right now as we speak just occupying the
space. They're in town, around town, walking around on
the ocean ice too. Thousands of them, so we're having
a pretty good caribou year. So they're sticking around
and have been for the last few months at least. So
everybody's getting their fill of caribou, but you can
tell it's kind of few and far between that when they're
around like that, everybody seems to not go crazy on
hunting them. You see a few being taken, but not what
you would think. They're actually -- they look like



they got wused to the traffic and they're not running
away so it gives you the sense that everybody's really
respecting the movement, the migration pattern that
they're taking right now and enjoying them while
they're around. So caribou has been good. I didn't
see any real issues with them, sickness-wise. They did
look like a healthy population for what was around.

Whaling was a really good season this

year. It was a year of very successful hunt for Barrow
area, and they were younger whales which was a good
sign for the reproduction side of it. It was a year of
medium to small size whales and they seemed pretty
healthy. And everybody loves the smaller whales
because they're not so tough. The muktuk is easier for
them to eat, especially for the older folks. The

larger the whale, the tougher, the muktuk is. It gets
really tough to eat. So when they get a year of small
whales like that it really helps the community to have
like a Dbetter vibe to it because of the condition of
the muktuk. It's very -- it's like having a buttery --
they call them butterball whales, they're very easy to
eat, lots of o0il content and more rich. But they tell
you to eat less of that kind because it's -- the o0il
content is pretty rich.

They had a good walrus season. That's
the first year, I didn't get a walrus 1n a couple
years, so walrus season was pretty good. So was the
bearded seal season. We didn't seem to have near as
many sick bearded seal as in previous years, so —-- at
least none that I noticed so the seal season was good.

Tons of snow geese for the spring time.
You <can tell the higher population has hit and snow

geese are abundant which is -- we used to try to go for
them because they were a little different now they're
all over the place so -- so are the geese. The geese

population seemed good for the white-fronted goose.

Eiders were plentiful. We didn't see
any issues with any of the migrating eider ducks, any
of their species. Actually there was an increase in

Stellar and spectacled eider sightings around Barrow so
that wasa really good sign for the endangered or the --

I'm not sure what the 1listing is right now on them.
But they were more abundant than in previous years, so
that was a really good sign. And they weren't -- they
were next to the roads and generally they were --



according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services that
they were having issues during nesting. It didn't seem
to be the case, at least for this year, so it seemed
pretty good on that side, so hopefully we start seeing
more of those species.

Shorebirds, we did notice that a lot of
shorebirds have been on the rise. Over the 1last 10
years or so there has been a lack of the smaller birds
like the red farolops and it wasn't a Dbig deal or
anything. We don't hunt them, but back when I was
younger there was hundreds of thousands of them
flocking around during the falltime, flying around and
over the last 10 years there was barely any which was
kind of an odd thing. We noticed that it wasn't 1like
that anymore, but over the 1last year the smaller
shorebirds have made a comeback and it seems like
they're starting to get more abundant like we used to
see when we were small. So that was Just something
that I've noticed.

Moose has been good. We went way south
and we ended up finding some moose in the willows, so
it seemed like there was a good population at least in
the valley of the willows to where we've been keeping
track of for a while. So there was more moose this
last fall in that area than any other previous year
that we had seen, so it was a good sign for moose at
least in the southern portion of the North Slope.

Let's see. I believe that should be
about it for me. We haven't had any issues with fish.
Fish has been good.

Yeah, the only other +thing I haven't
talked about is maybe squirrels, but we -- that's okay.

That's it for my report, so up next on
the agenda we have action items. Anybody want to go
through these action items.

MS. CHAPA: Mr. Chair. This is Gisela
Chapa. And I just wanted to point out that the first
action item, WP24-28/29 has already been addressed
during the four-Counsel meeting held yesterday morning.
There was only one action item left over from that
meeting which was selecting one RAC member from this
Council to be part of a working group to draft a letter
in regards to the issue of non-resident hunters on



caribou.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: So are we looking
to make that selection now?

MS. CHAPA: Yeah, if it's the Council's
wish.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: What's the wish of
the Council.

MR. WILLIAMS: Chair.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead, Peter.

MR. WILLIAMS: Anyway, Peter Williams
for RAC. I would accept Brower Frantz to be our main

person. Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: So is this going
to be a vote?

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. Maybe
we'll do a roll call for the vote similar to what we
did for -- or is this.....

MS. CHAPA: No, I think for this motion
you will need a second and then you can vote.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. So it's a
motion, was that a motion?

MR. WILLTAMS: Yes.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. Motion was
made to make -- oh, go ahead.

MS. GREDIAGIN: Sorry, Jjust for -- Lisa
Grediagin for the record. And just for clarification,
you can nominate more than one person. It doesn't have
to be Jjust one. There could be two or more, but just
-- one's fine, but I just wanted to clarify vyou can
have more than one.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay.

MS. GREDIAGIN: Thanks.



ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: I thought it --
oh, I see what you're saying. Any other nominations
for -- well, it was a motion though, so.....

MS. CHAPA: Mr. Chair. I think you can
go ahead and vote on that, and if you want to have any
other people to be part of that working group, you can
also do that. Or select an alternate if desired.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. So motion
was made to make myself, Brower Frantz, the selected
individual for the working group.

MR. WILLIAMS: Chair.

(Whispered conversation)

REPORTER: Speak into the mic.

MR. WILLIAMS: Chair.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead.

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, I wonder, yeah, we
need an alternate for some time while -- vyou know, 1if
something happened to our rep and, vyou know, we need

someone to represent us. We've been having a problem
with that in the past. Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ : So any
recommendations on an alternate.

MS. GREDIAGIN: Yeah, Lisa Grediagin for

the record. And just for the sake of this working
group you can -- it doesn't really need to be an
alternate. You can Jjust have two people and if one

person isn't able to make a meeting, you know, that's
fine sort of thing, but, yeah, it might be easier to
just vote on one.

MR. OOMITTUK: Mr. Chair.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead.

MR. OOMITTUK: Mr. Chair. This 1is Steve
for the record. 1Is this for the Western Arctic Caribou

Herd or can you.....

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yes.



MR. OOMITTUK: Okay. Thank you. I'm on
that board. 1I've Dbeen on there for over 25 years, I
think somewhere in that area with the Native Village of

Point Hope. And it would be good to have somebody
also, you know, from the North Slope region in that
area. You know, the Western Arctic Caribou Herd

Working Group spreads all over the State of Alaska.
It's something from the Panhandle to the Aleutian
Islands and the Yup'ik people, it's all Athabascans,
every -—-- 1it's quite a few members in this Western
Arctic Caribou Herd Working Group. And it's something
that, you know, even though the migration of the
Western Arctic caribou isn't as far, you know, past
more than Unalakleet, but it's a big -- they have
meetings at least once a year.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead.

MS. GREDIAGIN: Yeah, Lisa Grediagin for
the record. And just to clarify for vyou, Steve, this
working group is not the Western Arctic Caribou Herd
Working Group that vyou're thinking of that, vyou know,
meets once a year in December. It's -- I don't think
you were listening yesterday during the Jjoint Council
meeting, but.....

MR. OOMITTUK: Yeah.

MS. GREDIAGIN: ..... this is a working
group to write a joint letter on issues dealing with
non-local hunters within the range of the Western
Arctic Herd. So it's primarily to write a Jjoint
letter, again, addressing like transporter.....

MR. OOMITTUK: Okay.

MS. GREDIAGIN:  ..... non-local, non-
resident hunting issues and some user conflicts issues.

MR. OOMITTUK: All right. Okay. Thank
you for clarifying that. Yeah, I did miss some of the
sessions yesterday.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: So there was a
motion on floor for making a selection for me to be on

this working group. Any second.

MS. KIPPI: Second the motion. Wanda.



ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Seconded by Wanda.
Any quest -- or any discussion in the.....

(No comments)
MR. WILLIAMS: Question.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Question.....

MR. OOMITTUK: Under discussion. Mr.
Chair. I think there was a recommendation to have an
alternate in case the primary couldn't make it that
they have an alternate to be a part of discussion with
this working group.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. So 1s this
where we might be able to select or at least have an
option for alternate? And 1if that was the «case, I
would maybe suggest that Mr. Williams be an alternate
for the group 1in the event that the -- in the event
that I'm not there.

MR. WILLIAMS: Mr. Chair. I accept
that. Thank you.

MS. CHAPA: Mr. Chair. I Jjust.....
MR. OOMITTUK: So move.

MS. CHAPA:  ..... wanted to clarify
first. There was a motion by Mr. Williams.....

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yeah.
MS. CHAPA:  ..... to select to be the

point person for this working group on behalf of this
RAC. You had a second, but you didn't have a vote.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yeah. Seconded
and under discussion. We just discussed maybe having a
second person. And any other discussion on this

motion.
(No comments)
MR. WILLIAMS: Question.

MR. OOMITTUK: Just -- Jjust.....



0028

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: OQuestion's been
called for by Mr. Williams. All those in favor of
making myself, Brower Frantz the selected individual
for the working group say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: No same sign.
(No opposing votes)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: We now have a
selected individual for the working group. So

MS. GREDIAGIN: If you want an
alternate, just do another motion.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yeah, so 1if we'd
like to make a motion for an alternate, now is the time
to do it.

MR. WILLIAMS: Yeah.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: We did one for the
selected individual, then we'd under discussion.....

MS. KIPPI: Oh, now we've got to vote
for alternate, do we need to make a motion?

MS. GREDIAGIN: Well, you need to make
a motion.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Need to make a
motion for an alternate.

MS. KIPPI: Are you asking if we need a
motion on that.

MR. WILLIAMS: You can put me down for
an alternate so we need a motion on that.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: We need a motion
to select Mr. Peter Williams -- well, to -- well, we
need a motion to select an alternate.

MR. OOMITTUK: So moved, Mr. Chair. I
make a motion to select Peter Williams as the alternate
in case Mr. Brower cannot make it.



ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: A motion on the

floor to.....

MR. OOMITTUK: And I ask for....

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Oh, go ahead.
Sorry.

MR. OOMITTUK: And I ask for unanimous
consent.

MS. GREDIAGIN: A second.

MS. KIPPI: Second the motion.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Motion was made by
Steve to select Peter Williams as the alternate to the
working group for the caribou, seconded by Wanda Kippi.
Any discussion on this.

(No comments)

MR. WILLIAMS: Question.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Question's been
called for. All those 1in favor of making Peter
Williams the alternate for the caribou working group
say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: No same sign.

(No opposing votes)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: The motion has
passed. We now have an alternate.

So beings that we've already discussed
and gone through WP-24-28/29, are we moving on to the

sheep, so I guess give us some insight on this.

MR. UBELAKER: Good morning, Mr. Chair,

Council Members. My name is Brian Ubelaker for the
record, Wildlife Biologist with the Office of
Subsistence Management. I will give vyou a brief

presentation on Wildlife Proposal WP-24-26 which was
submitted by the Western Interior Alaska Subsistence
Regional Advisory Council. You can find a copy of this



analysis starting on Page 89 of your meeting books.

The request of this proposal is to
extend the closure to Dall sheep hunting in Units 24A
and 26B west of the Sagavairktok River for the 2024 to
2026 regulatory cycle. This will be a two-year
continuation of the closure that was initiated with
WSA22-02.

The Western Arctic Council -- excuse
me, the Western Interior Council -- sir?

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Which page again?
MR. UBELAKER: 89 of your meeting books.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay.

MR. UBELAKER: Okay. The Western
Interior Council feels that the sheep population 1is
still experiencing the hardships that were put into
place in the winter of 2013/2014 which has led to
greatly reduced numbers. There are very few breeding
rams remaining in the population, and they feel that
continuing this closure will contribute to the overall
breeding success of the population that is left, and
the diminished population cannot support any harvest,
period.

Recent regulatory history. In 2012 the
Board allowed the harvest of half-curl or bigger rams
in Unit 24A. Then in 2014 outside of the Gates of the
Arctic National Park in 24A they changed that harvest
limit from a 7/8th curl to one ram. There was little
expected impact on abundance because the population
appeared stable and the Federal harvest was minimal at
the time.

Moving into 2015 in adjacent units,
Units 23 and 26A, the Board of Game closed all sheep
hunting because of drastic declines of sheep numbers.
And since then all sheep seasons 1in Unit 23 have
remained closed under State regulations.

In 2020 the Board of Game extended the
State season within the Dalton Highway corridor
management area by 15 days. They approved this
extension because low numbers of sheep harvest were
expected and they believed that fewer hunters would



access this area that late in the season. In
combination with the stable population they felt that
it was a good move.

And then most recently 1in 2022 which
you all just saw two years ago, the Board approved
Special Action Request WSA22-02 which closed all sheep
hunting on all Federal lands to all users for the '22
and '23 cycle -- seasons, excuse me. The Board
considered local residential knowledge 1in combination
with biological data to come to their conclusion to
close this season.

Most recently on the biological side --
well, 1I'll back up a little. I Dbelieve you guys saw
all this data two years ago when this closure was
initiated. Not much has changed, so I'm going to
briefly touch on new updates. If anybody has any
questions at any time or wants me to go into more
detail, please let me know.

Fish and Game count, they survey the
1A/1B area, in kind of southern 24A, 25B. 1In 2021 they

counted 469 total sheep. The last count they had
increased, they counted 598 in 2022. Legal rams that
they counted did, however decrease. 2021 they counted

12. On their last survey they counted 10.

In the same survey area, the 1A/1B, BLM
surveys 1it. They wuse different methodology, so they
came up with an estimate rather than a minimum count.
In 2021 they counted 298 sheep, and then the recent
count in 2022 went up to 573. Full curl rams also
increased. They counted five -- excuse me, estimated
five in 2021. In 2022 they estimated 10. Then in
their full survey area, which encompasses the 1A/1B
survey area -- this is going to get confusing and I
apologize. If there are any questions, stop me at any
time. Their full survey area which includes the 1A/1B,
but also more of the Dalton Highway corridor area,
their surveys showed in 2015 3,241. Then it decreased
in 2021 to Jjust over 1200 sheep. But then the 1last
count in 2022 increased to 1,648.

Park Service utilizes the same
methodology to come up with an estimate. In their
southeast Gates of the Arctic unit, which is west of
the Dalton Highway corridor in Unit 24A, in 2015 they
counted 2,525 total sheep. Then in 2021 it dropped



drastically to 1100 sheep. And then in 2022 continued
to decline to 709 estimated sheep. In the Park Service
Itkillik survey area, which 1is Jjust north of the
southeast Gates of the Arctic, west of the Dalton
Highway corridor, they counted -- they estimated 504 in
2021 and then which dropped in 2022 to 438 sheep.

Trying to boil this down into something
a little more easier to digest, the legal ram numbers,
the BLM full survey area went from 59 in 2015 to 12 in
2021 and then increased last vyear to 41 legal rams.
Southeast Gates of the Arctic went from 137, dropped to
47 in 2021 and then continued to decline last year to
28 was their estimate.

So harvest of sheep in this area, there
are three Federal registration permits that have been
active from 2017 to 2021. All have very low harvest.
Last year there was no reported harvest because the

season was closed. State averages 52 people per year
harvesting about 17 sheep out of 24A. In 26B they
averaged 66 people harvesting 18 sheep. Non-resident

harvest on the State side is believed to average 43
percent of total harvest reported on the State side
from 2002 to 2021. However, resident hunters and
harvest has declined since 2013 while non-resident
numbers have remained constant since the decline.

OSM considered one other alternative to
this proposal which would be to close the area to only
non-Federally qualified users under the assumption that
Federal harvesters only take about five percent of the

sheep that are harvested out of the area. Because
harvest ©pressure is low, their impact on the sheep
population would be negligible. However, this was not

considered further because the sheep population had
declined so drastically and the harvestable sheep
number had declined that any harvest or disturbance to
the sheep may have hampered the recovery.

So, if adopted, this would continue
keeping all Federal lands closed to all wusers for

regulatory vyears 2024 and 2025. This would give no
opportunity for anybody to harvest sheep in that area
on Federal lands. State regulations would still be in

effect on all State and private lands and people could
harvest sheep there.

Substantial conservation concerns



threaten the viability of the sheep population along
the Dalton Highway corridor management area. And prior
to the closure harvest rates appeared unsustainable as
legal ram numbers had decreased considerably while
hunter effort and harvest had not. The Dbelief is
extending the closure for an additional two years may
aid in the recovery of sheep by increasing the survival
of the full curl ram population.

Therefore it's OSM's preliminary
conclusion to support WP24/26.

And hopefully I didn't confuse
everybody with the sea of numbers that I threw out, but
if you have any questions, please let me know.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: So in short this
just shuts it down for everybody including the local
communities on the North Slope.

MR. UBELAKER: Yes, for two years.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: So Anaktuvuk Pass
would not be able to get any sheep.

MR. UBELAKER: This does not affect the
Anaktuvuk Pass community harvest. This is outside of
the Gates of the Arctic.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Sorry. Okay.
Kaktovik.

MS. CHAPA: (Indiscernible - no
microphone)

MR. UBELAKER: Yeah. The map of the
closure area is on Page 93 in your meeting books, and
it shows you all the area that is closed. I'm not

certain on who has C&T.

MS. GREDIAGIN: Yeah, but it's so far
away from Kaktovik.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Yeah, I see.
(Talking with no microphones on)

MR. WILLIAMS: Chair. Chair.



ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead, Peter.

MR. WILLIAMS: Yeah. Last fall when
they had a sheep meeting they spoke about Arctic
Village and the area, but they brought attention up in
Anaktuvuk that they said -- they were talking about the
users, but they said they were very limited. So anyway
so last fall there's a couple boys got three sheeps so,
you know, we're pretty lucky on that, and they were
full curl so, you know, they were scared, they thought
that the sheep season was closed but I told them that
office said it's for the wusers so we were lucky on
that. So I want to thank you for that.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: So we're acting on
this -- okay. So what's the wish of.....

MS. GREDIAGIN: You have to.....
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Uh?

MS. GREDIAGIN: The back of your card.
You don't have those?

MS. CHAPA: Yeah, he does.
MS. GREDIAGIN: Yes.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Oh, okay, report
on Board consultation. Do we have any tribes or ANCSA
corporations that have anything to say about the
proposal.

MS. GREDIAGIN: And I'll just note for
anyone online that would 1like to comment, if vyou're
over the phone, please raise your hand by pressing
star, five and then you'll need to press star, six to
unmute yourself, so as we go through this process, if
there's anyone 1in the public or another agency that
wants to comment, please press star, five so we know
you would like to comment and then press star, six to
unmute yourself.

Thanks.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: All right. Once
again I need.....

MR. OOMITTUK: Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair.



This is Steve for the record.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead, Steve.

MR. OOMITTUK: You know, it would be
good to always have, you know, before these proposals
come Dbefore the Advisory Council that they do have
public meetings or public comments within the areas,
you know, because we're so widespread as an Advisory
Council and way on the western side over 600 miles
away, you know, and it would be good to hear from the
regions itself on how on they feel about these
proposals, especially from the local people when you're
making decisions and such, have proposals on areas, you

know, especially in that Advisory Council. I mean I
don't feel comfortable without hearing what the
communities -- I see that Anaktuvuk Pass, you know,

it's not only that area but maybe Barter Island and --
but, you know, I hear, you know, that it's difficult
for them to -- you know, we saw sheep two years ago
which a decline -- the sheeps are just coming back, but
without hearing public comments or what's the wish of
these certain communities it's hard to make a decision
on proposals that come forward to us without public
input or local input on these proposals.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank vyou for
that, Mr. Oomittuk. Just I guess some quick insight on
this. This area is just along the Dalton Highway. It
looks like it won't affect any of the communities of
Anaktuvuk Pass or Kaktovik, so this -- it looks like
it's focused on shutting down the areas just around the
Dalton Highway Corridor, but.....

MR. OOMITTUK: Oh, okay.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: So we did have
some discussion about this in the previous -- last year
I remember talking to Mr. Reakoff about this and it
looks like a good idea, Dbut I guess we'll go through
the card here to make sure everybody weighs in on it
before we make any recommendations.

MR. OOMITTUK: All right. Yeah, thank
you for clarifying that. And, you know, that's another
thing, I don't have the agenda because I've been in the
hospital so I didn't quite get to see some of these



proposals yet, Dbut, you know, in the past we talked
about all these different units and areas and, you
know, to our local people that are doing the -- you
know, that when they have public meetings and they put
these numbers, you know, Unit 23 or A, B or, you know,
26, it would be best that, you know, if you are talking
and having public meetings with people that Department
of Wildlife, the State, that they use names that local
people can understand, vyou know, especially in the
areas that are going to be affected so we could have a
better understanding exactly where they're closing or
what. When you get numbers it's hard to figure out
where that's at. And I think that the State agencies
have to, you know, when they put out this information
or at a public hearing that they use local names that
hunting lands that local people are used to especially
when they're dealing within the North Slope area, and
that so they're familiar with the area.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank you, Steve.
Any other tribes or ANCSA corporations before we move
we move on to agencies.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Hearing none,
ADF&G, anybody online for that to comment?

MR. UBELAKER: ADF&G submitted written
comment. I can give you their position.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Sure.

MR. UBELAKER: They were -- the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game opposes the adoption of
this proposal. There is no reason to reduce Dall sheep

hunting opportunities in this area as it would have no
biological benefit in the sheep population in the
Brooks Range.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ : Thank you.
Federal agencies. Anybody have any comments on the
Federal side.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Tribal entities.



(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Additional group
comments. Other Regional Councils.

MR. UBELAKER: Mr. Chair.
ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead.

MR. UBELAKER: T can read vyou the
Western Interior recommendation for this.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead.

MR. UBELAKER: They support WP24-26.
The Council supports the continuation of the closure
they originally requested. However if the counting of
annuli is removed as a method of determining legality
of harvest, the Council feels this closure would not be
necessary. The closure remains necessary especially
with the lack of caribou returning to this area
further depleting available subsistence opportunities.
Recruitment is low and the Council is still concerned
with the potential of sub-legal take and the
continuation of adverse weather events 1in the winter
and spring.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Fish and Game
Advisory Committees. Oh, or is that the only other
Regional Council.

MR. UBELAKER: Yes, that is.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Okay. Fish and
Game Advisory Committees.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ : Subsistence
Resource Commissions.

MS. OKADA: Marcy Okada, Subsistence
Coordinator for Gates of the Arctic National Park and
Preserve. And the Gates of the Arctic Subsistence
Resource Commission met in November of 2023 in
Fairbanks, and they voted to support this proposal to
allow the declining sheep population to recover.



ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Thank you. Any
other Subsistence Resource Commissions.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: No. Summary of
written public comments.

MR. UBELAKER: Mr. Chair. There were no
submitted written public comments.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Any public
testimony.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Regional Council
recommendation. So is this for us?

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: All right. So
hearing all of these discussions and comments by the
commissions, committees, councils, agencies, what is

the wish of the North Slope Regional Advisory Council.

MR. OOMITTUK: Mr. Chair. With hearing
all that, and it doesn't really affect any of our
communities and to help the population of sheep come
back up, I make a motion to adopt this proposal.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Motion made to
adopt by Mr. Oomittuk.

MR. WILLIAMS: Second.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Seconded by Peter
Williams. Any discussion on this.

(No comments)

MR. OOMITTUK: Question called for.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Question's been
called for. All those in favor of supporting the

proposal as it's written in front of us say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.
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ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Those opposed same
sign.

(No opposing votes)

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Hearing none, the
motion has passed.

All right. So up next on the agenda we
have review and approve the FY' 2023 annual report.

MS. CHAPA: Thank vyou, Mr. Chair.
Gisela Chapa for the record. The explanation of what
your annual reports are about are on Page 127 of your
book and you will find the FY '23 annual report on Page
129.

This Council brought five issues to the
Board and those were increasing incidents with guided
sport hunter for the North Slope region, Cross Island
bowhead whale concerns; aircraft affecting caribou
migration and harvest; sport hunting effects on caribou
migration near Anaktuvuk Pass, and; climate concerns.

And as a reminder, no additional items
can be added to the report. If there are additional
items to add to the report, I can make note of those
and 1include it for next year's report. And this is an
action item, and Council should finalize the report by
editing drafted language and then vote to submit the
report with those suggested edits if needed. And the
page number is 129.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Any comments or
suggestions from the RAC on the draft. So it looks
like we're reviewing and approving the annual report.

MR. OOMITTUK: Mr. Chair, this 1is
Oomittuk for the record.

ACTING CHAIR FRANTZ: Go ahead, Steve.

MR. OOMITTUK: I know 1in past that we
talked about increased traffic with the sport hunters
within Unit 23 on Federal lands within the North Slope,
and, you know, dropping off sporthunters right in the
middle of the migration routes when they're coming
south. And it's something that we had concern. Well,
I didn't hear anything about that in that report what's



stated and hopefully they can put that in there,
because the people in Unit 23 are very concerned about
the increased traffic especially with guided airport
and coming in our area. I know there's some reports of
violation of some sporthunters and guided services that
were penalized for coming into the areas without
hunting licenses, so I think there was