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Pacific Island Health Care Project
• 1962 Articles of Confederation authorized care at 

US Military Medical Facilities

• 1985 First Compact of  Free Association of the United
States with the Marshall Islands, FSM & Palau 

• 1988 Senator Inouye introduced bill to benefit GME  
at TAMC and provide humanitarian care to 
underserved Pacific Islanders

• 1989 Congress allocated $500,000/year for travel

• 1995 Congress allocates $2.5 – $5.0 million/year to
defray costs of inpatient care

• 2003 Second Compact of Free Association of the               
United States with the RMI and the FSM



Compact of Free Association of the United States 
with the RMI, FSM, ROP

“The Secretary of Defense shall make available the 
medical facilities of the Department of Defense for 
use by individuals from the FSM, the RMI and the 
ROP who are properly referred to such facilities by 
government authorities responsible for provision of 
medical services of the FSM, the RMI, the ROP, 
Guam, … the CNMI and American Samoa”…

In accordance with Public Law 99-239, Jan 14, 1986 
48 U.S.C. 1905(k) Amended, July 14, 2003

RMI FSM                      ROP                   Guam  CNMI                      AS



Pacific Island Health Care Project
Jurisdiction Population Area* Islands US Association
Guam 151,716 541 1 Territory

American Samoa 63,786 199 7 Territory

Commonwealth of 69,398 477 21 Commonwealth
Northern Marianas

Republic of 65,507 181 1,225 Free Association
Marshall Islands

Federated States of 131,500 702 607 Free Association
Micronesia

Republic of Palau 18,467 458 350 Free Association

Total 500,371

Population based on 2000 estimates
* Square miles



Number of Patient Referrals to TriplerNumber of Patient Referrals to Tripler
Pacific Island Health Care Project

FY 1992 401 FY 2000 225 
FY 1993 335 FY 2001 201 
FY 1994 462 FY 2002 142 
FY 1995 413 FY 2003 154 
FY 1996 160 FY 2004 132 
FY 1997 228 FY 2005 171 
FY 1998 189 FY 2006 139 

FY 1999 222 FY 2007    90



Consent



Patient Consent Statement
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Instructions for head ultrasound

c275



Two Micronesian girls with femur fractures

Person DA, Hedson JS, Gunawardane KJ. Telemedicine success in 
the United States Associated Pacific Islands (USAPI): two illustrative 
cases. Telemed J E Health. 2003 Spring;9(1):95-101.
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PIHCP Funding
FY2001 - FY2007
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Funded $7,982,000 $4,300,000 $4,486,000 $4,500,000 $4,250,000 $3,564,000 $4,500,000 

Expenditure $4,832,130 $3,508,364 $4,556,389 $5,516,017 $4,919,756 $3,561,381 $4,278,926 

No. of Pat ients 112 142 154 132 171 139 90

FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 FY 2007*



FY99-FY06 Total Expenditures for all Islands
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