TO: Kallie Hanley
       Office of the Secretary
       Department of the Interior


Ms. Hanley,


I’ve reviewed the proposed Policy on Consultation With Indian Tribes, and have the following comment/suggestion:

In regards to Section III. Definitions, “Departmental Action With Tribal Implications”, it appears that any “Departmental regulation, rulemaking, policy, guidance, legislative proposal, grant funding formula changes, or operational activity that may have a substantial direct effect on an Indian Tribe”  may be up to the interpretation of the Federal agency contemplating the action.

My point is that there could be situations where the actions taken may be detrimental to a Tribe(s) because the parties were unaware of whom and what they were impacting.  I’ll explain.

As a result of concerns raised by Indian Tribes during hurricane recovery activity on the Gulf Coast and other U.S. disasters, and in response to the recent Presidential directive regarding communicating with the Tribes, FEMA is now taking steps to ensure that all area tribes are aware of and consulted with on any Federally funded recovery and hazard mitigation projects before ground is broken.

In Florida, our Environmental Liaison Officer has informed our partner FEMA departmental organizations and our counterparts in the State of Florida of the procedural change.  Needless to say, there was a considerable amount of concern and confusion expressed by these parties: they could not understand why should we be concerned about the Indians and delay our projects, when, for example, the closest reservation was over 175 miles away?  We’re not on their land!  

We have found this perception to be widespread and pervasive among most of those we spoke with.


And here is the point I wish to make, and for your consideration:

At one time, the entire area of the U.S. was occupied by Native Americans.  In the interest of protecting historical and archeological sites as well as the interests of all regional tribes, ALL of our recovery and hazard mitigation work that involves breaking the soil of undisturbed land anywhere and is funded by Federal dollars requires consultation with regional tribes.

For your policy, within the “Guiding Principles”, I would suggest some verbiage that encourages the reader to look beyond and outside the Tribal reservations and Federally-managed lands when considering actions with Tribal Implications.  





Kevan Morrison   
Environmental Specialist
DHS/FEMA Region IV
Florida Recovery Office
36 Skyline Drive
Lake Mary, FL 32746
PH: (407) 488-3410
E-mail: kevan.morrison@dhs.gov
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