I am not sure if my comments are too late in the process, but I thought I should register them anyway.  I am opposed to the draft policy on consultation with Alaska Native Corporations, as are 42 tribes of interior Alaska that form the Tanana Chiefs Conference, and I believe the National Congress of American Indians has also passed a resolution on this topic as well.  I am opposed to the corporations having this right at all firstly.  I am opposed specifically to the portion of the consultation protocols where the ANCSA corporation shareholders are referred to as "tribal shareholders".  There are many people who hold shares in corporations who are not Native, and they are not members of any tribe.  They have inherited, or been gifted, shares.  Further ANCSA corporations are not Tribes so being a shareholder of one does not make you a "tribal shareholder".  This kind of speech, coupled with the rider that ANCSA corporations lobbied Senator Stevens to slip onto an appropriations bill that allows them to be consulted with at all in the first place, violates the trust responsibility the United States has for the Tribes.

Please refer to the shareholders as ANCSA shareholders, not "tribal shareholders".  The fact that this process has to be done at all is a grossly political one.
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