PREDATOR MANAGEMENT POLICY
FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE BOARD

Adopted by the Federal Subsistence Board on
May 20, 2004

The Federal Subsistence Board recognizes that predators are an important component of
Alaska's dynamic ecosystems, beneficial to maintaining balance, health, and diversity within
associated wildlife populations and habitats. Furthermore, the Board recognizes the
traditional Alaska Native cultural beliefs and values associated with wolves, bears and other
predatory species, and the impact that predators can have on ungulate populations valued by
subsistence users. In addition, the Board recognizes that predator control may be an
appropriate management tool on some Federal public lands for restoring prey populations to
provide for subsistence needs where predation has reduced or held prey populations at levels
significantly below historical levels of abundance.

As authorized by the Secretaries of Interior and Agriculture [50 CFR Part 100.10 (USDI) and
36 CFR Part 242.10 (USDA)], the Board administers the subsistence taking and uses of fish
and wildlife on Federal public lands through regulations that provide for the non-wasteful
harvest of fish and wildlife by Federally qualified rural residents, consistent with the
maintenance of healthy populations of harvested resources. Such subsistence taking and uses
are “ ... for direct personal or family consumption ...”” (Section 803 of ANILCA).

Wildlife management activities on Federal public lands other than the subsistence take and use
of fish and wildlife, such as predator control and habitat management, are the responsibility of
and remain within the authority of the individual land management agencies.

Accordingly, the Board will:

A. Consider all Federal proposals to regulated seasons and dates, methods and means,
harvest limits, and customary & traditional use determinations for the subsistence take
of fish and wildlife. The Board will ensure that the effect of its decisions is to provide
for subsistence take and use of the subject species. The Board will also take into account
approved population objectives; management plans, customary and traditional uses, and
recognized principles of fish and wildlife management.

B. Direct the Office of Subsistence Management to provide proponents of predator control
proposals (all Federal proposals that specifically indicate that the reason for the proposed
regulation(s) is to reduce the predator population to benefit prey populations), with
procedures for submitting the proposal to the appropriate agency. Where predators have
been determined to be a major contributing factor in the significant reduction of ungulate
populations important for subsistence use, or in the chronic suppression of such populations
at low densities, the Board will endorse timely, affirmative and effective action consistent
with each respective agency's policies and management objectives, to reduce predator



populations and allow affected ungulate populations to recover. The Board will monitor
actions taken by the agency to address such concerns, and will provide appropriate support
where necessary to ensure the continuation of subsistence harvest opportunities.

Ensure that the appropriate Regional Council(s) is informed of predator control proposals
by having them printed in the Proposal Booklet and presented to the Council at the next
appropriate Council meeting, along with other rejected proposals that address concerns
which are outside the authorities of the Federal Subsistence Board.



