
TITLE 31 
         SUBTITLE III 
         CHAPTER 37 
         SUBCHAPTER I 
 
-HEAD- 
         Sec. 3702. Authority of the Comptroller General to settle claims 
 
-STATUTE- 
           (a) Except as provided in this chapter or another law, the Comptroller General shall settle all claims of or against 
the United States Government. A claim that was not administratively examined before submission to the Comptroller 
General shall be examined by 2 officers or employees of the General Accounting Office independently of each other. 
           (b)(1) A claim against the Government presented under this section must contain the signature and address of 
the claimant or an authorized representative.  The claim must be received by the Comptroller General within 6 years 
after the claim accrues except - 
             (A) as provided in this chapter or another law; or 
             (B) a claim of a State, the District of Columbia, or a territory or possession of the United States. 
               (2) When the claim of a member of the armed forces accrues during war or within 5 years before war begins, 
the claim must be presented to the Comptroller General within 5 years after peace is established or within the period 
provided in clause (1) of this subsection, whichever is later. 
               (3) The Comptroller General shall return a claim not received in the time required under this subsection with a 
copy of this subsection and no further communication is required. 
              (c) One-Year Limit for Check Claims. - (1) Any claim on account of a Treasury check shall be barred unless it 
is presented to the agency that authorized the issuance of such check within 1 year after the date of issuance of the 
check or the effective date of this subsection, whichever is later. 
           (2) Nothing in this subsection affects the underlying obligation of the United States, or any agency thereof, for 
which a Treasury check was issued. 
           (d) The Comptroller General shall report to Congress on a claim against the Government that is timely 
presented under this section that may not be adjusted by using an existing appropriation, and that the Comptroller 
General believes Congress should consider for legal or equitable reasons.  The report shall include        
recommendations of the Comptroller General. 
 
 


