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a 
breach, approximately 56 gallons process water flowed 
the top of the stack, overflowed return and collection systems associated 
with the stack, and flowed into and through Skinned Sapling Creek into the 



river prompted the closure of parks and boat ramps in the upper part of 
river and actions to warn the public against contact with the river water. 
The released process water caused a notable fish kill in the Alafia River, 
injuries to shoreline and upland vegetation in some areas, and potential 

to 

assessment. 
consideration 

Based upon the facts, data, expert opinion, and analyses cited the 
following sections, we, the undersigned Authorized Officials for the listed 
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Alafia River. The release of process water from the facility occurred within the 
first day of the incident. Over the next week to 10 days, the volume of released 
process water traversed approximately 36 miles of the river to Tampa Bay. 
Information collected by EPA, FDEP, and HCEPC indicates the process water 

water 4 to 7 days. 

associated wetland and 
valuable wildlife habitat. downstream north prong and 
the length of the main channel of the Alafia River to Tampa Bay (approximately 36 
miles) is a valuable, functional ecosystem providing ecological services, both direct 



4. Relevant operations occurring at or near the site. 

The spill site is in a rural area of Polk County, Florida, with a number of other 
phosphate mining or chemical processing plants in the vicinity. The portions of the 

were exposed to released process water provide valuable 

Phosphates, nco is 
encompassing spill site and, as , is responsible for the event. 
MPI reported the release from its facility to appropriate federal and state agencies, 
demonstrated its responsibility for the spill through response actions and has 





was closed and the outflow of process water from the stack stopped at 
approximately 11 :00 am that same morning. 

Natural resources affected or likely to have been adversely affected by the 

-Land resources such as wetlands, shorelines, 



use, 

-Agricultural irrigation and livestock watering 

3. Quantity and concentration the hazardous substance released is sufficient to 
cause 

at access 
river warning against contact the water for several days. 
fishing services were also likely disrupted. Numbers recreation ally important 
were killed, including snook, sheepshead, and red drum. The loss of these and other 
fishery resources affected recreational fishing opportunities in the Alafia River 



an 
assessment of recreational losses and might be expensive to obtain, however, the 
lack of such data would not preclude an evaluation of such losses sufficient to 
support potential restoration scaling determinations. 

5. not resource 



to 
2 to 3 days as it passed through. By December 15th

, the lowest pH measured in the 
freshwater portion of the river was 6.2 standard units (measured at stations 9.3 to 
22.2 miles upriver from the mouth of the Bay), and 6.6 standard units in the estuarine 
portion of the river (measured at US highway 301). DEP has indicated that pH values 

some areas weeks 
water 

The upper part 
no transitions into a narrow stream. 

estuarine portion of the river (approximately 10 miles) is up to % mile wide and 6 to 
10 feet deep. Available data are insufficient to support an additional or more 



waters. 

5. '!3 ... Y""""ran resources 

Natural resources affected or potentially affected include but are not limited to the 
following. They are listed without regard to the interests or trusteeship of the specific 
agencies, but all fall within the jurisdiction of one or more of those agencies. 

species, some 

resources 

Services provided these natural resources may also have been affected and include, 




