






May 9, 2006
TO BIA via FAX
To:
Financial Assistance Communication Liaisons

From:
Debra E. Sonderman, Director /signed/
Office of Acquisition and Property Management 

Subject:  Posting of Grants.gov Application Packages

As you are all aware, all discretionary financial assistance opportunities (as defined in part 505 of the Departmental Manual (DM)) must be posted on Grants.gov and their corresponding application packages must also be posted, per the DM, in order to meet Office of Management and Budget goals (75% this year).  There are a number of opportunities posted on Grants.gov currently that have no corresponding application packages attached.  Please note that posting a link to a website where you have your application package does NOT satisfy the Grants.gov requirement.  You must post an application package on the site so applicants have the opportunity to submit applications via the Grants.gov web site.  The posting of corresponding application packages on Grants.gov is both an OMB requirement and a Department requirement. 
Representatives from the Office of Acquisition and Property Management (PAM) met with OMB today and OMB is very concerned with why the Department of the Interior’s posted application package numbers are so low.  The requirement to use Grants.gov is only going to increase in the future to include all opportunities and application packages, i.e., mandatory and discretionary.  Non-compliance with current posting requirements will only accelerate the time frame the Department of the Interior, and therefore your programs, will be given to implement these future all inclusive requirements.

Effective immediately, you are required to modify your existing opportunities (even if they close today) in order to add application packages.  For your convenience, attached is a list of opportunities on the Grants.gov website, as of the first week of May, that are missing application packages.  Also attached are basic instructions for how to add application packages to existing opportunities on Grants.gov (detailed guidance is on the Grants.gov website).  All of the opportunities on this list must have application packages posted on Grants.gov by no later than Thursday, May 11, 2006, 4:30 pm (EST).  Refer to your bureau ramp up schedules to make sure all future opportunities you identified will be posted on Grants.gov with application packages. 
If you have questions concerning this policy please contact Kate Oliver at 202/208-334. 
Attachments
