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Data element Description Is agency input required? 

Explanation of application due dates ... Used by agencies wishing to post more informa­
tion about due date(s) for potential applicants . 
For example. the field may be used to describe 
programs with multiple due dates or ones where 
applications are accepted, reviewed, and funded 
at any point within a broad time window. The 
field also may be used to add information about 
the time when applications are due (e.g., 5 p.rn, 
EDT on the date given in the "Due date for ap­
plications" field). 

Optional (note "Due date for applications" field is 
required if this "Explanation of application due 
dates" text field is not completed). 

Date of Grants .gov FIND post ing . Month. day, and year when the agency wants the 
synopsis posted on Grants.gov FIND (e.g., 
some agencies may build in delays to allow an­
nouncements to appear first in the Federal 
Register or at agency Internet sites. Format is 
MMDDCCYY. 

Required. 

Date for Grants .gov FIND to archive ... Month. day. and year when the agency wants the 
synopsis archived. Format is MMDDCCYY. 

Optional. Default. if agency provides no input, is 
30 days after the date given in the "Due date 
for applications" field. 
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guidance for use of E-Grants FIND. 

SUMMARY: OMB proposes to issue a 
policy directive requiring Federal 
agencies to use the Crants .gov FIND 
module to electronically post synopses 
of funding opportunities under Federal 
financial assistance programs that award 
discretionary grants and cooperative 
agreements. 

DATES: All comments on this proposal 
should be in writing, and must be 
received by July 23. 2003 . 
ADDRESSES: Due to potential delays in 
OMB's receipt and processing of mail 
sent through the U. S. Postal Service, we 
encourage respondents to submit 
comments electronically to ensure 
timely receipt. We cannot guarantee that 
comments mailed will be received 
before the comment closing date. 
Electronic mail comments may be 
submitted to : sswab®omb.eop.gov. 
Please include "Grants.gov FIND Policy 
Directive" in the subject line and the 
full body of your comments in the text 
of the el ectronic message and as an 
attachment. Please include your name, 
title, organization, postal address, 

telephone number , and E-mail address 
in the text of the message. Comments 
may also be submitted via facsimile to 
202-395-3952. Comments may be 
mailed to Sandra Swab, Office of 
Federal Financial Management, Office 
of Management and Budget, Room 6025, 
New Executive Office Building. 725 
17th Street, NW., Washington. DC 
20503 . 

FORFURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sandra Swab, Office of Federal 
Financial Management. Office of 
Management and Budget, telephone 
202-395-5642 [direct) or 202-395-3993 
[main office) and e-mail: 
sswab@omb.eop.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

This Federal Register document seeks 
public comment on a policy directive 
that requires Federal agencies to use the 
Grants.gov FIND module to 
electronically post synopses of funding 
opportunities under Federal financial 
assistance programs that award 
discretionary grants and cooperative 
agreem ents . The policy directive 
includes an attachment which contains 
the government-wide standard set of 
data elements to be used by Federal 
agencies in posting synopses at 
www.FedGrants.gov. These data 
elements were first proposed for public 
comment in a Federal Register notice 
on August 12 , 2002 , 167 FR 52555J. The 
consideration of comments OMB 
received in response to the Federal 
Register notice. and the final set of data 
elements is published as another notice 
in this section of today's Federal 
Register. 

We welcome your input on any a sp ect 
of the proposal contained in this notice. 
Questions that you may wish to address 
include: 

• Do you feel this policy is sufficient 
for getting agencies to post synopses of 
funding opportunities? 

• Are there any sh ort com in gs in 
either the posting or retrieving of 
synopses from the Grants.gov Web site? 

• Is there additional instruction that 
should appear in the policy directive? 

Dated: June 17,2003. 
Linda M. Springer. 
Controller. 

To the Heads of Executive Departments and 
Agencies 

Subject:Requirement and Format for Federal 
Agencies to Post Synopses at FedGrants.gov. 

1. Purpose. This policy directive 
establishes a government-wide requirement 
for Federal agencies to electronically post 
synopses of announcements of funding 
opportunities under finan cial ass istance 
programs that award discretionary grants and 
cooperative agreements, using a standard set 
of data elements. The pmpose of the dat a 
elements is to give pot ential applicants (1) 
enough information about the funding 
opportunity to decide whether they are 
inter ested enough to look at the full 
announcement; and (2) prov ide one or more 
ways (e.g.. an Internet site . e-mai l address or 
telephone number) to get the full 
announcement with the detailed information. 
The data elements are the government-wide 
standard developed for the hundreds of 
Federal programs that award discretionary 
grants and cooperative agreem ents. 

2. Authority. The policy directive is part of 
the implementation of the Federal Financial 
Assistance Management Improvement Act of 
1999 (Public Law 106-107). This policy is 
also designed to further impl ement the 
Crants.gov initiative, one of the twenty-four 
electronic government (E-Gov) initiatives 
under the President's Management Agend a. 

3. Background. Public Law 106-107 
requires the Office of Maoagement and 
Budget (OMB) to direct. coordinate. aod 
assist Executive Branch departments and 
agencies in establishing an int eragency 
proc ess to streamli ne and simplify Federal 


