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REPORT OF PIIE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN ATFAIRS,

DepARTMENT OF TiE INTERIOR,
Ofice Indian Affairs, November 26, 1855,

Smi: [ have the honor to submit the annual report of this office,
accompanied by the usual reports of the superintendents, agents,
teachers, and other employds attuched to the Indian service, with
copies of various documents emanating from, and addressed to, this
bureau 5 to all which yonr attention is respectfully called.

The Senceas of' the State of New York, with the remnants of other
of the ““Six Nations”’ residing in that State, have made some im-
wovement. in their educational and other temporal pursuits. The
internal dissensions of the Senecas, referred to in former reports, have,
in a great degree, ceased,  The legislature, with commendable liber-
ality, hus made an appropriation tor the establishment of an asylum
for the benefit of the indigent on the Catturaugus and Alleghany re-
serves, and it is understood that measures are in progress {o consum-
mate the benevolent intentions of the State.

New conventional arrangements, deemed requisite with the Indians
in the State of Michigan, have been entered into with the confederate
tribe of Ottowas and Chippewas, the Chippewas of Saginaw, and the
small band of Chippewas of Swan creek. By them the Indians are
to have assigned permanent homes, to be hereafter confirmed to them,
in small tracts, in severalty. Such guards and restrictions are thrown
around their lands and limited annuities ns cannot fail, if faithfully
regarded and respected, to place them in comfortable and independent
circimstances.

It is expected that similar arrangements will be made with the
Pottowatomies of Huron, and remmants of other Indian tribes in
Michigan, in time, if approved, to be acted on and ratified during the
approaching session of Congress.

It is gratifying to know that the Indians of Michigan are advancing
in the arts of civilized life, increasing in numbers, and many of them
unw exercising the privileges and discharging the duties of cilizens
of the State, to which, by her humane and liberal poliey, they may
all in timo attain,

The provision made for the Menomonce Indians, by the convention
of May, 1854, supplementary to the treaty of 1848, appears to bo pro-
perly appreciated by the entire tribe. It is provided that the money
to be from time to time hereafter appropriated to carry into effect its
stipulations, shall be applied under the dircction of the President, in
such manner as will, it Is believed, promoto the improvement of these
people in all the essentinls requisite to cducate and make them an
agrieultural community. Since their present resorvation in Wiscon-
sin has been confirmed to them as a permancent homo, they have made.
Vqri' gratifying advancement in improvement, and have shown a ready
willingness to apply themselves to labor, and otherwise to conform to
the habits and customs of tho white race.
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The Oneidas, in Wisconsin, are generally in the same prospering
condition as indicated herctofore, Some of their young men have,
however, been induced to abandon agricultural pursuits and their
reservation, and have thus been thrown in the way of bad influences.
It is to be hoped that they will listen to the adinonitions they have
recently received on this subject, and cease pursuits and practices so
likely to injuro and destroy them,

Congress inserted a clause in the last general appropriation bill to
cuable the President to treat with and arrange the difliculties among
the Stockbridges and Munsce Indians in the State of Wisconsin, and
also to arrange their business with the United States, in such way as
to do justice to the Indians, the settlers on the reserve and the govern-
ment; and thus relieve the questions involved from the complication
and embarrassment survounding them. The late Commissioner of
the General Land Office, by your direction, was instructed to join the
Superintendent of Indian Aflairs at Luke Winnebago, in order that
his knowledge of our land system might be made available in the ne-
gotiations to take place, and the settlement, if possible, of the various
and delicate questions involved. A supplemental treaty was made
with the Indians on the first day of June, which was transmitted hero
on the fifth day of that month, by the superintendent, with a notifi-
cation that in his opinion it ought not to be submitted to the Senate.
In the report of Mr. Wilson, afterwards received, the same opinion
was oxpressed, and by your dircction the subject has been referred
back to the superintendent and the Indians,

The Brothertons reside on Lake Winuncbago, adjacent to the
Stockbridges, and have to some extent been affected by the strife and
bitter feelings existing among their ncighbors. Beyond this they
seem to be living comfortably, and are in the enjoyment of all the
privileges accorded to the citizens of the State of Wisconsin,

By the treaty concluded September 30, 1854, between the United
States and the Chippewa Indians of Lake Superior and the Missis-
sippi, an arrangement was cffected with those Indians, as to their
distinctive rights to lands claimed by each, on Lake Superior and the
Mississippi river, and the country intervening. A cession was also
obtained of & large and, from its supposed mineral resources, valuable
district of country from the Indians of Lake Superior, and the rela-
tive interests of cach in the stipulations of former {rcaties wero
fully set forth and satisfactorily adjusted. An important feature in
this treaty is the setting apart of certain designated tracts of Jand for
the occupancy of various bands of these people, with a view to the
cultivation of the soil and, prospectively, to a transfer of the same
to them in soveralty. These Indians can, with proper efforts, it is
believed, be made an industrious and civilized pcop}e. They reside

in what is called the northern peninsula of Michigan, and the north-
western portion of the State of Wisconsin, and hetween Saint Touis
river and the British linc in Minnesota, and I regard it as creditable
to the peoplo of the States alluded to, that they have not interposed
any objection, but, on the contrary, have scemed willing that the
Indians might be permitted to remain within tho limits of the respect-
ive States. Tho neccessary steps aro in progress to defiuo the
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bound:,u-ies of tl.leir rescrvations, to provide them with the means of
education, and in all other respects to fulfil the heneficial stipulations
of their treaty.

I'rom their remote position, cither to the Michigan or to the agency
on the Mlssnss'lppi, the‘)’ are almost entirely destitute of the advice
connsel or assistance o' an agent, which is indispensable {o their pcac;;
and interests ; and provision should be made to supply them with the
serviees of a faithful officer. ’

A change for the better seems to he taking place in the condition and
prospects of the Indians of Minnesota. The Chippewas of the Mis-
sissippi appear to understand and appreciate the policy and objects of
the treaty made with them in February Iast, by which the differant
hands ave to be concentrated on small reservations in suitable locsli-
tiecs—the lands to be divided among them in severalty—and \\']i(,-re
they are requircd to devote themselves to industrial pursuits. Thoir
hereditary chicf, Hole-in-the-Day, who headed the delegation to this
city with which the treaty was made, hae set them s most excellent
and commendable example, having, on his veturn home g'on‘le earn-
estly to work, and practically demonstrated to his pco’plo tho ad-
vantages of personal excrtion and industry. Ie raised not only an
abundant supply of crain and vegetables for his own family )but
had a considerable surplus to dispose of, at the annuity 1mynfcﬁt to
those who had heen less provident. 'The assembled tribe thero saw
and understood, in the case of one of their own people—a leading :;nd
influentinl man among them—some of the advantages and ben(;ﬁts
of a settled and indnstrious course of life. One of the most marked
evidences of the commeneement of o spirit of improvement among
these people is seen in a growing disposition to dispense with the pecu-
liar dress of the Indian and adopt that of civilized life. !

A new treaty with the Winnebagoes, embracing the samo policy
was also made in Fobruary last, by which they were assigned a ne)v;
and more suitable home on the Blue Earth river south of tho Min-
nesotn, with which they were well pleased, and’ where nearly the
whole of them have quictly and contentedly settled down. The
]mve. been more temperate and orderly than heretoforo, and lmvi
manifested an cncouraging disposition to give up their unsettled
lmklts and devote themselves to the cultivation of the soil

The Sioux of Minnesota consist of four bands of the gr('-at Dacotah
family—the Med-a-wan-kan-toan, Wah-pay-koo-tah, Se-sce-toan, and
Wal-pay-toan, the great body of whom are now concentrated on their
reservation on the Upper Minnesota river. A small portion of tho
first yot linger about their former homes below ; but it is expected
they will soon be induced to join and quictly settle down with their
brethren, A more orderly and peaceful spirit is beginning to provail
among those people. T'here has been but one case reported of depre-
dations committed by any of them, and but one di culty with the
ltnppewns,' which was occasioned by the misconduct of « party of the
t?l ter, It is gratifying to believe that the arrangements with both

ese tribes, respecting their location and concentration, and for thoir
uture management and control, will effectually tend to put an end to
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the haostile and bloody collisions hetween them, heretofore of so for-
quent ocenrrence,

The agent appointed for the Blackfeet and other wild trihes in
their region of' country accompanied the expedition sent up the Mis-
souri viver fo hold a council with those Indians, and, at the fast
accounnts, had reached his destination at [Fort Benton,

The Tudians of the Upper Missouri agency ronsist of eight different
bands of the Sioux or Dacotah tribe; the Gros Ventres of the Mis-
souri; the Mandans; the Arvickarces: the Axsinaboines, amd the
Crows.  They elaim, and pactially ocenpy, an immense region of
country between the Platte and Missouri rivers, which is said to be
generally of a desert and sterile chavacter,  Rome of them enltivato
small patehes of avable land, where they can find it; but their sub-
sistence is devived chiefly from the chase and from roots, and a few
species of wild fruits and berries found in that vegion,  "The supplies
thus obtained ave so scanty that they are frequently reduced to ex-
treme destitution, and even starvation; and it is diflicult to perceive
how they are to exist, unless some arrangement can he made by which
resources of sustenance can be developad for them, or it is supplied
to them directly by the government.

In regard to the Indians within the Upper Platte ageney, and the
Jjudicions plans proposed to he adepted by the agent, fo separate and
sever the friendly from the hostile hands, as well as the disposition of
the Indians in that region toward the United States—almost all of
whom it is represented desire the good will of the government—I1
refer for details to the accompanying reports of Agent Twiss,

T'he country above the Ayoway not being satisfactory to the Omaha
Indians, and in the judgment of the department, under the cirenm-
stances, not suitable for them, they were assigned a veservation for a
permanent home at the ““Blackbird Hills,”” in Nebraska Torritory,
to which they removed in the month of May Jast. While on their
way to the plaing on the summer hunt, a party of Sioux attacked
them, and, among others, killed Fontenelle, the principal chicf. The
Omahas fled towards the Missouri, and have since been unwilling to
return to their reservation. In view of all the eircumstances, their
agent has been instructed {o permit them to remain in a suitable loca-
tion, west of Bellvue, until next spring; but to impress upon them

the absolute necessity of a return at that time to, their reservation,
Arrangements have been made for the ercction of school bnildings,
the breaking of land, and other improvements, on their reserve; and
& saw-mill will be erccted thereon next season, amd all néedful steps
taken to place within the reach of these Indinus the advantages of all
the liberal provisions made by treaty for their improvement and com-
~ort,
The Ottoes and Missourias, although satisfied with the tribal home
provided for them on the Big Blue, have manifested, nevertheless, an
unvwillingness to abandon their old haunts on the Missouri river.
They have, however, partinlly emigrated to their reserve, and the
neeessary steps have been taken to erect school buildings thercon, and
to make all the improvements provided to be made by the recent
treaty with those Indians. Tho educatiounl interests of theso bands,
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Qs \\'(.‘“ as ”10 Omnhnx' ]Nl\’O l)('C‘Il s8i C [¢ i
s well S, ll..l'll‘(ltOt]l'P"“ Lo
{1 hf_‘un\:, g ILS]).\ ferian Board
The l’nwu(‘('s and ])Oll("l A 3 i (g ahas, a (@) eS
2 t W ,l() \\'lt]l th Q a
Missourias con ti“l( » the (" '.’ 3 fn Om h‘n“ ,c 'n(]n t o nd
S, S (b 1 Jounetl B]llﬂ.' gency, are in an lll]SC‘“]C‘(’

. he former elas ¥ H
s}lnf_(.. I'he for mer elaim a large tract of country in Nebraska, and in
their roving haliits bave not even confined thémselves to it. They
have infested the emigrant ronds and been very annoying. The

o o e T e e
(1’19'_,1‘1‘:;;0121\,ﬁ(;\i]:;s;:sl-m,u guilty of depredations, and have the character
The Pawnees reeently informed their agent that they desired t
treat with the government and to sell their country ; and it iu l'o
understond that the Poneas are anxious to mnke some ’tronty :fv‘l'zt?;xo
ments. s very desireable that the Pawnees and l’onmw‘x'hou‘hl"l()}-
hruugh{ uml(:r some restraint, and advantageous freaty m';'n.nrrcme te
can, it is believed, be now made with them. SEHES
The Toways and Missouri Saes and Foxes, of the (reat Nemahaw
agency, have, during the past year, manifestod some interest in ngri
cultural pursuits, and otherwise improved in their habits and :I'ié’)f}:
:l(mt}.1 It is to e regretted that so many of them are still unwillilng
%:\]\ ail .t]h.om.solvos' of the ample fucilities afforded for the education
of their children.  Their excellent nusstonary teachers continue, how.
cver, with unabated zeal and diligence, which must, in time ,1'csult.
n avercoming the apathy of the Indiuns on this impo:'tnnt snbjcet,
sulfql;&ﬂl;g:l{:;po:)s h{l'vc ru.istcd and Teouro(l suflicient supplies ﬁ‘),r their
sistence during the winter; and a porti ' '0 provi
better accommodations tor t]no’msulvvs ]h\]' tll(:]ol (c“,u‘c't):}(]):: ;lf:qz'gnl:;‘g"l“ﬁ(i
iOg x‘f:bll)s on the reservation set apart for them. It is grntif‘vi'nl«t to
n:ll((l“;lmt;l‘l”.?mv has been less intemperance amongst them than usual
it that they are heginning to realize the importance of taking cffi-
cient measures to rid themselves of this vice. e e
rotl h‘c' ;-,n-‘(.'mlnstr.n(-cs by which the Delaware Indians have heen sur-
trol'"(' ed since the organization of the territory of Kansas, and the
110)2’1;111:;:: ;Jp(t): thcr}r vights and other irregularities of their new
el civili.'/’utl‘“u mig een stch as fo mmpress them very favorably with
o ¢ t-he'])l?ln;' Reposing, hewever, with confidence in the govern-
hlml,pm-quith-“ \tllllt.s,';.:;cflcn.lll_\', have applied themselves to agrienl-
agont S b(:c::"u(un}g:‘\bitlt('mfzz?d (} supply of food for the year, 'Their
an'd‘ Ad¥ino Ehai illt@:'('s‘l:.n I his exertions to proteet their rights
an{)]\f:"(?{iﬁ?:i k‘):' t‘l'm Shawnees and Wyandotts reports that they ““have
NAEIRIN l(;(3 1‘0 la;st fwelve months almost uninterrupted pros-
A T ol[' )ﬂll‘l «i "(.)]». rejoicing in an abundant return from the toils
o con‘tml e hus andman.”  These are the most civilized tribes
sullichep sl vsup'm[mlendmlcy.; many of them being educated and
the vt "egmn%c(l to appreciate, and desire to bo invested with,
plnciln-r thco\.\" :'uu l « Iflfl'(‘s ot citizens of the Umtc_(l States. A treaty
nation” of ”Icii’-m“ otts in that position, and providing for the tormi-
amongsp s ﬂ!ll}l‘lllltlos and the division of the principal thereof
Wit ‘Zhem lns,tns _\wt s oil(l‘lm!' lands in soveralty, was negotiated
Meir t winter, anc ratified by the President and Senate.
al organization has therefore ceased, except so far as its
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partial and’ temporary continuance is necessary in the exceution of
some of the provisions of the treaty; and they will soon no longer bo
known as an Indinn tribe.

The mass of the Shawnces are not as far advanced in improvement
as the Wyandotts; and some of the principal men have held, in for-
mer years, such relations of intimacy and confidence with unprinci-
pled white men, as to render it very difficult now to exercise n snintary
control over them. ‘T'hey have very large moncy annuitics, and their
lands soon to be assigned them will be valuable,  Their position is
exposed and their condition eritical; and it is of the first importance
that their leading men be of high integrity, It is to bo fenved from
recent indications that some of them are still under the influences re-
ferred to, and if so they ave very unsafe guardians of the rights and
interests of the Indians.

The Pottowatomies and Sacs and Ioxes of the Mississippi, though
greatly diminished in numbers, are the two most populous of the em-
igrated tribes, on the frontier, within the central superintendency.
They have for many years heen in the veceipt of large annuities, and
liberal provision has heen made for their welfare and advancement;
but 1 regret to say (with the exception of some of the Pottowatomies,
and o recent commendable act of the Sac and Fox council to suppress
intemperance) they present no evidences of material improvement.
The pernicious and corrupting effects of their money annuities, which
have afforded them the means of indulging in profligacy and vice,
and cnabled them to live the greater portion of their time without
exertion, and the frequent removals from onc locality to another,
have crippled and counteracted the cfforts made to domesticate and
civilize them. They demonstrate in o striking manner the threo
great evils which have at tended our Indian policy—large money an-
nuities; excessive quantities of land held in common ; and continued
changes of location in advance of our frontier population. We can
hope for no material alteration for the better in their condition and
prospects, until they shall have been concentrated upon reservations
of limited extent, and provision made for the division of the land
among them in severalty, as fast as this can be safely and prudently
offected.  New treaties with them are necessary for the accomplish-
ment of these objects,

‘A number of the chiefs and other leading men .among the Potto-
watomies are, from their long confact and association with corrupt
influences, very reckless and dishonest men. They have been wiclded
and controlled by such influences for many years, to the manifest de-
struction of their own morals and integrity, and the great injury ©
the Indians. 'To save the Pottowatomies from: the injurions nnd evi
offects of these influences, it may be necessary for the government to
resort to an extreme measnre, and to cause such chicls ag will not
gover their association with unprincipled white men to ho deposed.
Such steps may also be nccessary with the head men of some other
tribes in Kansas territory and clsewhere,

Phe moral as well as physical condition of confederated bands of
Kaskaskias and Pcorias, Weas and Piankeshaws, and the Miamies,
constituting the Osage river agency, has improved within the last

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

year. A vigorous temperance reformation has been set on foot, in
which several of the principnl men of the Miamies are activo :md
vealous instruments,  An unusual quantity of rced was planted
in the spring, .vhich yielded an abundant harvest. TLarge ;lu}mlitics
of hay have been mowed and secured, and potatoes have yiclded
abundantly., The health of all the Indians within this nrregc' has
been good. Arrangements have heen made with the (lomgstic)mis—
sion board of the southern Baptist convention for the education of the
children within this agencey; and as many of the Indiuns have mani-
fested a Jaudable desire for the instruction of their youth, it is antici-
pa’gd that favorable results will flow from this measure,

‘ I'he Kaw or Kansas trihe of Indinns residing within the Council
Grove agencey, in consequence of their proximity to the trading posts
on the Santa I vond, where they can procure intoxicating heverages
from traders and emigrants passing through their country, have Pe-
come xul(ll‘ctcd to habits of intemperance and indolence and the com-
mission of such misdemeanors and crimes as usually follow in the
wake of the liquor traflic.  T'he annuitics provided for them by the
government have proved rather an injury than a blessing, from the
fact of their having heen squandered for ardent spirits soon after their
reception from the government agents. Thus exposed to influences
of the most deleterious character, they have been guilty, in some in-
stances, of the commission of depredations upon tfle pr'o’pm't y of emi-
grants on the great thoroughfare leading to Santa I'é, It ()*nmmt be
reasonably expected that their condition can he improved to any con-
siderable extent, unless the requisite steps be taken to circumseribe
the area of their present reservation, with a view to their being con-
centrated within a smaller sphere where they may he more casily con-
ttnlle(l and influenced to engage in the cultivaiion of the soil, and
“l:r:tcver else may be regarded as indispensable to their civilization

The peculiar condition of the emigrated tribes in Kansas Terri-
tory was stated at some length in the last annual report 'jillO\' were
removed thither under the most solemn assurances and guarantces
that the country assigned them should be to them and their descend-
:tmtts}: n {mr.mnno'nt lome forever.  In retroceding large bodies of land
o(;bm:gd Jtl::t?{l :Slntos, by which portions of the '_l‘crritory were lawfully
pene he occupation and settlement of its citizens, neither the
g,'u\.(n{mont or the Indians senght to change the guarantees and stipu-
;;iy::;;::r()f l"(;;'l.nor treatics; but they were recognized as obligatory and
o Ill(;l\il::y)ls.“"'l‘tllll(:}otll"ni(i::"i(?ln(l‘(tl"df‘ rto]sc:r)i?(l_ for the permanent home of
o udians,  The o g]( vic no ‘lo 1e Territory also regarded them,
uoy pog & P! -\’t‘l ¥ declared that nothing in the act shonld ““be con-
tho Indiam }:al: .‘{‘3].’,',5!"" of persons or property now Iwrlnining to
pur 1] .'n;(‘ ‘ er 111101'_\', %0 long as such rights shall remain un-
o )é‘cnccfu] :()“ u‘n‘t) )ct\i'ecn. the United States and such Indians,”
e }m“ i]' s S(lr.ss!(.m and quict enjoyment of' the tracts reserved by

ans for their homes are guaranteed and sccured to them by

the faith of treaties and tl '
th of ¢ s he laws of the land, and it is to be regretted
ltlh:;t, 1;1 different scctions of the ’l'crl'itory,, persons have trespassed
ml:tl:l' their rights by committing waste and even locating within and
ing improvements upon the Indian lands. As cases have been
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reported, the agents have been instructed to notify the wrong doers
that their acts were in violation of lnw and the faith of treaties, and
that they must cease their trespasses and retire outside of the Indinn
reservations.  Many of the intruders have wholly disregarded the
admonitions and warnings of the officers of the Indian serviee, and
to compel obedience and to vindicate the good faith and anthority of
the government in this behalf’ the militany arm has heen invoked and
called into veguisition; and under instractions recently issued by di-
rection of the Presideut, it is expeeted that all persons remaining un-
lawfully upon any of the Indinu reservations in Kansas Territory
after a period to be fixed, and o' which they will have notice, will be
forcibly cjected therefrom,  However disagreeable it may be to resort
to this extreme measuve, the condition of those Indinns is guch as to
require it, and the obligations of the United States towards them can-
not he discharged without its application. It persons within that
Territory will persist in trespassing upon the vights of the Indians,
after the admonitions s0 often repeated to them, all fair minds must
sanction the proccedings of the government in its forcible expulsion
of tiem from the Indian reservations.  Canses of complaint and dis-
eatisfaction have also existed among the trihes who ceded their Iands
fu trust to the Unitad States, becanse of the eneronchments of the
whites upon these launds in advance of their being surveyed and olfered
for sale at public anction.  The act of March 3, 1855, authorizing the
President to cause these trust lands to be clussified and appraised be-
fore they are offered for sale, will, it is believed, enable the govern-
ment to execute the trust in good fuith; and the agents have been in-
structed to assure the Indians that they may rely npon the faithful
exceution of the stipulations for the sale of these trust lands.,

Phe recont execntive of the Territory in fixing the eleefion distries
and appointing voting places, nnd in establishing the executive oflice,
did not regard the organic law, which excluded Indian reserves from
its operation, but embraced several reservations within the distriets,
and authorized polls to he opened in them. He also established his
exccutive oftice within the Shawnee conmtry,  The tervitorial legisla-
ture, following his example, held its session at the Shawnee mission,
and by its enactments has embraced some ol the Tndian reserves within
the organized counties—all which is elearly a violution of treaty stipu-
lations and the act creating the Tevritory. .

Many of the emigrants to, and settlers in the Territory of Kansus,
are engaged in bitter controversy and strife in relation to the institu-
tious to be formed there, as applicable to the condition of the African
race; yet the hostile factions scem to have no sympathy for the red
man; but, on the contrary, many of hoth sides appear to disregard
his interests and trespass upon his vights with impunity,

The condition mu} circumstances of the four leading tribes of the
southern superintendency—the Cherokees, Crecks, Choctaws and
Chickasaws—continue to afford gratifying evidences of increasing
prosperity and improvement in the clements of civilized life. The
peace and good order prevailing amongst them and their earnest
efforts to improve their physical and moral condition, entitle them to

the warm and active sympathies of our people, and the liberal and

(g2 ]
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generous regard of the government,  They are more and more devo-
ting themselves to agricultural pursuits, and using every effort and
means in their power for the general diffusion of the blessins of edu-
cation and the Christian religion amongst them,  The «areat dronght
of Tast year almost entirely destroyed their crops, aimd sﬁhﬁ*clcd them
to wuch trial and suflering, which, however, they bore submissively
and with commendable fortitude,  But this calamity has not been
without a blessing, It impressed them with the i‘mportunce of a
closer and more genern) attention 1o the ealtivation of the soil for a
subsistence, resulting in more enlarged agricaltural operations the
present year, the innediate henefits of wiliich they have already ex-
perienced, ’ T
. The difliculties between the Choctaws and Chiclasaws explained
in former reports, will, it is hoped, be effectually adjusted ,mul scitled
by the convention which was entered into with the representatives of
the two fribes in this city the past summer; subjeet, however, to
the rulm(‘(}h(m of their councils, s well as the l’résidi‘nt aml Sc:mtc
of the United States,  Phis instrument, if so ratified, will, it is be-
llcved,ylu an end to the galling relations of the Choc:t:l\\'s “in which
th_e (,‘lncknxn_ws h'u\'o been held, under and since the coni’cnlion of
1637, 1t will give to the latter independent jurisdiction and the
right ol self government, which they have so ecarnestly sought to
obtain for years past, while it will simplify the relations of the two
tribes with each other and with the government; and seenre other
Important ohjects and advantages not only to them but to the United
States, By the convention referred to it s provided that the western
end of the Choctaw country shall be opened to the permanent settle-
ment of the southern Comanches, Witchitaws and such other Indians
\\]‘Il‘.ll.ll prescribed limil_s', as the United States may determine to Jocate
t‘!m.m!l'; and it is gratitying to know that some of these Indians have
Lf\"?}“\ml au anxious desire to place themselves under the protection
‘t:um{sdgm'.cnnnont, and to aceept of permancnt homes in the country
The Seminoles, under the treaty of 1843, hold the same wndesirable
and mjurions relations to the Creeks, which the Chickasaws have {o
:hp Choctaws under the convention of 1837, They form a small dis-
“r]lljlll(t:fl .”'l)(l)u(;'ll:;(‘]i\"ll:ltl(llll, arlm!'ure (s'ntil!ml toa \"oi(_*(.- in its general
e ul‘n’ln«'em e ln. u' "?l;(] c»' L minority, nnd so (llsmn_tcn(v(l. with
o, T angen ent, they will take no part in the procecdings of that
pody. They do not consider themselves subject to the laws passed by
i, and are thus practically withont government or law.  "The necos-
Bal:}: result of such a condition is scen in their idle, dissipated nnd
rotvl'\‘l_oss‘lmbn.s.‘ 'l_‘hcy not only thns suffer ihemselves, but present
a \.I(]-l(?lls m_nl mjurious examyple to the less well disposed among their
h;tt .“1(3" of the other tribe.  Without the speedy application of some
lnu'_\, Lhis state of things ix likely to lead to serious consequences.
hnv(:\‘:ll:l(‘,‘:ll::_{‘ltll‘ll 'sng;i,'o.s:t !])I{I,_ in‘)'juf;li.co to the Seminoles, they should
P l"l‘l L:'(.mll:l r_\ Al jurisdiction, with the right of self-gov-
s the ek ey ure entitled to these privileges on the same grounds
right ‘allul cl Irfsm\ 5, and placed in an independent position, with the
responsibility of governing themselves, they would gradu-
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ally lose their present sense of degradation and theiv disposition fo
lawlessness, and soon heeome a better people. 18 so situnted, it is
believed that their brethren in Flovida wonld be jwlueed peaceably to
emigrate and join them, as it is undevstond that one of their prin-
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who were under its protection, and that he < woull not he permitted
to hold intercourse with them.””

The zreat diminution of the mftalo, and other game, from which
the Indians of the plains have heretofore derived their subsistence,

£ 9 N

s ¥y

has g0 fir redueed them to a state of destitution as to compel them to
Munder o steal from our citizens or starve.  Henee s main cause, 1t
is helieved, ol the depredations and outrages committed by the roving
bands of Tndians of the upper Avkansas agency, within the baders of
Texus, aml upon traine and travellers upon the plaius to and from

cipal objections 1o doing so now i the inferior and subordinate
position to the Crecks in which they would he placed.

The southern superintendency embraces within the Neosho ageney,
also the small bands of Quapaws, the Nenecas, the Reneeas and Shaw-
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nees, amd the tribe of Osage Indians, all of whom, exeept the Intter,
are agrienltwrists, and ave gradually improving in their condition
andd cirenmstances,  The drought of the last and during a portion
of the present year, though materinlly diminishing their reseurees
and comforts, has fortnnately resulted in no actual suifering amony
them, o

Phe Osages still continne their evratie and unsettled made of ife,
traflicking, stealing from and warring with the tribes o the plains and
other Indians.  They are suffering from the evil of having too large
an exient of country, which naturally disinclines them to concentrate
and settle down to” industrinl pursuits.  Their title should be ex-
tinguished to all exeept a small portion of their country ; which they
should be placed under stringent treaty nbligations to remain upon and
cultivate. During the latter part of the last winter, the small pox
suddenly broke out amongst them and proved fatal to some four hun-
dred of their number. A physician was immediately employed, wiho
energetically commenced the work of vaccination, and thus cheeked
the discase. . .

The supervising agent reports an_enconraging degree of snecess as
attending the commencement of the colonization of the Indians of
Texas, on the reservations granted by that State for the purpose. A
majority of five different bands have located on one of the reserva-
tions, and have conducted themselvesin an exemplary manner,  Vol-
untarily abstaining from the use of ardent spirits, there has not been
a gallon sold on the reservation, nor a case of drunkenness amongst
them ; nor have they, so far as known, heen guilty of a single depre-
dation upon any of our citizens. They are pleased with their new
mode of life, and bave displayed so much interest and industry in
the agricultural operations commenced for their henefit, as fo justify
the conclusion that ina year or two more they will be disposed and
able to maintain themselves, with but little assistance from the gov
ernment.  There is every prospect that in a short time the remainder
of these bands will all join their brethren on the reservation. .

From a communication recently received from Agent R. 8. Neigh-
borg, to which your attention was herctofove called, it appears that
the depredations and mwrders which have heen committed within the
State of Pexas by Indians, and which induced that State to mmster
into serviece a military force, under Captain Callahan, for its protec-
tion, werr committed by Lipans and Seminoles, who are organized on
the west side of the Rio Grande, Upon a visit of the agent to the
Rio Grande, he states that he was informed hy the Mexican authori-
ties that their government had appointed agents for those Indians

New Mexieo,  Under the existing state of things they must rapidly
be exterminated by the whites or hecome extiner.  As a remedy for
these drened alternatives the application to these people of the advan-
tages of the system of colonization, with the means to aid and instruct
them in the ealtivation of the soil, is again respectinlly suggested.
The nsual purchuses of goods and provisions for presents to the
Cheyennes, Arapahoes, and Sioux, parties to the treaty of IPort Lara-
mie, of 1851, and for presents to the Comanches, Kioways, and
Apaches of the Arkansas river, parties to the treaty of Fort Atkinson,
of 1853, were made carly in the spring. No arms or ammunition
were sent out, although some of the tribes nrgently asked for them.
Owing to the disturbed state of cur relations with some of these In-
dians there was @ doubt as to the propricty of distributing the pre-
sents, wand yet the importance of exhibiting firiendly feelings and con-
fidence towards such as eherished no hostility, was fully appreciated.
In this state of affairs it was decmed best to entrust the distribution
almost entirely to the judgment of the superinteudent of Indian affairs
for the eentral supevintendeney, after he should fully consult with the
agents muld the officers of the army, located or sent out into the coun-
try ; and then exercising a sound diseretion, according to surrounding
circumstanees.  He was instrueted, in the month of April last, to
cause all persons engaged in trade with the Ludinns involved in the
murder of Licutenant Grattan’s command, and in the subsequent
murder of the mail party, or with any other bands that he might be-
licve to be confederated with them, to cease the trade aud leave the
country ; and that it was not expeeted that he would deliver presents
to any of the bands referred to, or to other bands that he might have
reason {o helieve were hostile to the United States.  He was also
directed to act, on all proper occasions, in conjunction with the oflicers
whe had heen, or might be, entrusted hy the War Departirent with
the military expedition against the Sioux, by imparting such infor-
mation as might tend to facilitate their operations, and to co-operato
with them in any way that might be agrceable to hoth parties.
Additional instructions were forwarded to the superiniendent for ob-
servance by Agents Whitfield, Twiss, Vaughan, and Hatch, in whose
charge ave all the wild tribes of the mountain and prairie, from the
western boundaries of the emigrated tribes in Kansas, and the Paw-
hees in Nebraska Territory, to the Rocky mountains, and from New
Mexico and T'exas to the British possessions. These agents were
supplied more liberally than usnal with funds for presents and con-
tingent expenses, and instructed to visit and communicate, during the
season, with all the tribes that were at peace with the United States,
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and encourage them to maintain a friendly disposition towards onr

citizens, and to treat kindly and assist, if necessary, emigrants and

other peaceful citizens passing throngh theiv country,  The agdits

were enjoined to reside among the (rihes, to make the persona} ac-

quaintance of the chiets, and to inform them fnlly respecting the

power of the United States, the readiness of the President tu treat

them with kindness and magnanimity when they do right, and his

ability and purpose to punish them when they do wrong.  They were

dirceted to exert their personal influence {o persuade the Lidians to

abandon their marvauding excursions and hostile expeditions against

neighboring tribes, to forsake their wandering habits and savage cus-

toms and settle in permanent homes and obtain their subsistence by’
agricultural and other pursuits of eivilized life. ‘They were instrueted

also to procure the delivery, for trial, of all individuals charged with

high crimes, and to take all needful measures to obtain the release of

citizens of the United States or of friendly powers that might be held

in captivity by any of the tribes of their charge; add they were ad-

monished of the necessity of co-operation and concert of action with

the oflicers in command of the military expedition which was organiz-

ing for operations or the plains during the season. They were also
divected (o forward, from time to time, as they had opportunity, such

information as would exhibit to the government here the actual condi-
tion of affairs within their agencies.  Copies of such papers as have
been received from them will be fuund among the accompanying docu-
ments.

I'rom the appropriations, made at the session of Congress of
1853-"64, to defray the expenses of negotinting treaties with Indian
tribes in Oregon and Washington T'erritorics, remittances were made
carly after the close of the session, and goods were procured and
shipped immediately, from New York, for presents to the tribes.

Tustructions, in the month of Augnst, 1834, were given to Jod
Palmer, superintendent in Oregon, and Isaac 1. Stevens, goverpor of
Washington, to enter at once upon the negotiations, commencing
with those trilies in the vicinity of the settlements of' the whites, and
having for a principal aim the extinguishment of the Indian claims
to the lands, and the concentration of all the tribes and fragments of
tribes on a few reserves of limifed extent, naturally suited to the
requirements of the Indians, and located, as far as practicable, so as
not to interfere with the settlement of the Territories respectively.
They were admonished of the importance, also, of adopting but fow
stipulations to be fulfilled on each behalf, which should be simple and
well understood by the Indians, and of providing that the moneys
to Le paid might, at the discretion of the President, be applied for
the establishment of farms, the purchase of implements of agricul-
ture, or any other objects of henefit to the Indians, and which their
peculiar condition and circumstances may from time to time render
proper and advautageous. .

Under these instructions the officers eharged with the negotiatiouns
concluded four treaties, which were transmitted in time to receive the
sanction of the Senate at the last session of Congress; and several
others have subsequently been signed and transmitted herve.

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 13

During the past spring and summer, additional purchases and
remitfances have heen made, with the expectation that the necotia-
tions with ull the tribes in the two Territories named will bc\-’ﬁllly
completed and closed in time to lay the results hetore the Senate

during the coming session of Congress, should such be the decision of

the President in regard to them,

.Iu(mlcdmt(:ly after the close of the session of 1853-'54, the governors
of New )_Iexlco and Utah were called on to report in relation to the
characteristics and condition of the several Indian tribes within their
respective jurisdictions, to designate the locations of their homes or
haunts, aud furnish a description of the regions inhabited or elaimed
-by cach tribe, and lists of articles which would be desirable or
necessary for presents to them.

A reply was not received from the governor of Utah until almost a
year had elapsed, (July 27, 1855,) when he stated tha. the report
(llégn‘ sent had heen twice forwarded before, It bore dafe Octoher 30,

5.

Owing to these facts, and to the unsettled condition of the govern-
mental aftairs of that "lerritory, nothing firther has vet been done in
regard to negotintions with ihe Indian trihes there,

On consideration of the response received from the governor of New
Mexico, llll(;]l(\l‘lf_\'_\\'lls delegated to him early last spring to treat
with the tribes of his superintendency.  The gencral instructions
transmitted to him were somewhat similar to those given to the
oflicers charged with the like duty in Oregon and “Washington
Lerritovies.  The reports of his progress and prospects, in the execu-
tion of this trust, which have reached this oflice, are l,luHcrintr and
give rise to_the hope that the time is near at band when diftionlties
with the tribes in New Mexico, and the outrages and depredations
committed by them, will cense, - ( ‘

Articles have been received at the department for its consideration
and the action of the Dresident and Senate, it approved, which have
l{ccn entered into by Governor Meriwether, on hehalf of the United
States, wn!h four several tribes or bands of Indians; and notice has
been received of the conclusion of tonventions with other hands, and
th(('»)(!ocmncnts, it is understood, are on their way here, ’
o partiariton oo e Pt i, s o

5)0s ) g uor last spring for the
Im,rchusc of implements at his diseretion. "
The legislative assembly of the Territory of New Mexico has consti-
{)l‘;tlc"d the §e\'(‘aral pucblos of what is termed the Pueblo Indians into
fes corporate and politie, with power to sue and be sued. “The
governor represents these Indians as too ignorant to be invested with
:)Peus power, and states that interested persons stir up litigation
,t\vgcn_ the fllﬂel-cllt pucblos, and between them and the Mexican
population.  More than twenty lawsuits are now pending between
g:e Pueblos of Acomn aund Laguna, in which it is apprchended that
arg c({:il;nm o{ lawyers and officers, for fees, will, by the time the cases
. posed of, be suflicient to cover all that these two puellos are
orth. It iy recommended by the governor, for reasons that appear
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to mo to be ample and conclusive, that Congress repeal this act of the
territorinl legislature,

T'he ohjects contemplated to he nttained by holding a council with
the Blackfeet and other wilid tribes on the head waters of’ the Mis.
souri river, for which provision was made in the act of July 31, 1854,
were confided to Superinfendent Alfred Cumming of the central, Jocl
Palmer, superintendent of the Ovegon, and Governor {saue 1. Stevens,
ex officio superintendent of the Washington Territory superintend-
ency, they having been designated by the divection of the President,
as the oftficers of the Indian Department, for that service.  The gen-
eral objects desirable to be accomplished by the negotiations with
which those oflicers arve charged, is the establishment of well definat
and permanent relations of amity between the Indian teibes of that
region and the United States, and a general pacification of the Indians
among themselves,  The commissioners were instructed to have these
ohjects in view in any stipulations which may be agrced on, and fo
have proper regard in the negotintions, not only to the peculing habits
and situation of those Tudians, but to the general poliey of the gov-
ernment and the futuve wrowth of the population of the United Stafes
in that diveetion. They were also divected to avail themselves of the
occasion of their visit fo that region, to procure a census of cach tribe,
and to nofe all that they might learn respecting the habits, charac-
teristics and history of cach, and make such observations of the seil,
climate and natural features of the country, as might he specially
useful to the government or contribute to the general fund ol kuow-
ledge. Owing to the urgency of his other oflicial engagements,
Superintendent Palmer did not enter upon the duties of the commis-
sion, Grovernor Stevens arrived at Fort Benton wuly 26; having trav-
elled direct across from Washington Territory, and Superintendent
Cumming nlso reached there a few days subsequently, after a prosper-
ous vovage from Saint Louis. A communication from the conunis-
sioners, dated Fort Benten, August 29, 1855, was reecived here on
the first of November, from which it wonld appeay that they had
every prospeet of suceeeding fully in their plans, and the grave duties
with which the commission is charged. It is expeeted that these
duties will have been completed, and that the result, and the pro-
ceedings and journal of the conumissioners may be looked for here by
the first of January next. .

The annual report from the superintendent of Indian affairs ia
Californin has not heen reccived here. It however appears from the
current correspondence from that superintendency that the Indians of
the State are generally quict except i the northern part.  Occeasiona
difficulties have occurred between the whites and Indians in the mining
regions, but pacific relations have resulted in most instances by the
intervention of the agents of the department whero there were such,
and in the neighborhood of forts by the commands stationed thereat.
It appears from the most relinble information received here, that the
whites in the mining regions are quite as much in fanlt for the stato
of things that exist there as the Indians; the appearance of an Indisn
being the signal for an assault upon him, and every petty Indian theft

COMMISSIFNER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

scems to bo magnified into undne importance, and the most barbarous
outlawry follows on hoth sides. ’ N o
Recent reports show that sudden general ill feeling has been aronsed
among some of the Indians in the Territories otp“’ﬂslli'u"tnn ximl
Oregon, and apprehensions are expressed by the nwents cm]l;lnvcrl in
nort]wrp'C‘nhfbrnin that a general war in those 'l'grri(orics will ren-
der it diflicult to preserve the peace with the Indians upon the borders
who are represented to be extremely warlike in dis osition. The
superintendent, in submitting a report from L. (¢ \\’h%pp]e who has
charge of the Tudians on the Klamat)h river, where a reservation Il:\;;
been pro m§o_¢|, and referring to this subjeet states that owing to lilé
unusual deficiency of fish this season, on which they h;n'o relied for
subsistence, and the contagions influence of war news, “the dangers
ol’wnr in that region”” will be materially increased, e
The system of military reservations for Indian self support appears
to promise well for the interests of the Indians of Calitornia l’J‘lxerA
have heen great difficulties to encounter, and it is helieved ul'mocossn(-’
rily large expenditures incurred in inangurating the system. But
‘wlwx.'c it has been tried, or partially so, the results have been sieh ag
0(} lt)ll\(zll::)\;lgl:h':x:‘:ullt benelits to the aboriginal people of that seetion
Recent intelligence has heen received from ‘ai 3
for the Indians in Washington Territory, éi\:]iﬂ]élzll(;d:tzc"o(::xli,or}gfllllé
murder of Sub-agent Bolen by the Yakima Indigns and the assem-
bling of a large body of Indians on the cast side of the Columbia
a:_\'or. By reference to an article published in the Oregon Weekiy
‘imes of th‘o Gth nltimo, together with a letter in connexion theze-
with from Superintendent Palmer of the Oregon superintmdeuov.it
will be perecived that the only tribes manitesting hostility to the
whites are the Yakimas and Clickitats, and in the ofxiniun of Snperin-
tendent Palmer those warlike demonstyations can be ch(’(;kcld by
Prompt and energetic action on the part of the troops under commanil
of .\‘!u‘]ur_ﬂullcr, in the event of their achieving a victory over th, 'S0
Indians in tho first engagement, He 1emarks that the ]mli'u):‘of‘
Oregon have not co-operated with those two hostile tribos in the Yer-
fitory of Washington, and he apprehends no dangor of a general
z};ltt'b‘;:mk’ presuming that Major J}n]lor's command_ will mcgt with
'ilcil:s('{:f'!()s‘ll':;\'?l?l(f‘ci?:‘e le‘:":llnvlmg the Yakimas and Clickitats, and
Y s . Y O PO T , H
Yt:kimn cm{u(r';'. er progress ot‘ hostile movements in the
The circumstances surrounding the Indinn tribes are so different
otf‘ot':-la (n’;hnnr:d”"c"; were when the Taws now in force for the regulation
regnnded 1|n ercourse with them were enacled, that they may bo
prieded as ln.tl.uosl, f'en]h.lcly !lmrphmble. Legislation adapted o the
bt ﬁ?:)( i lé)ll of t ings 18 demanded.  Aud authority shonld bo
direstly ind]i“ (Oln’gl css for compiling the laws now extant, referring
or gy, o rglc V or remotely to our Indian affairs. 'Phe necessity
pilation must, it scems to me, be apparent

liere aro bands of strolli ians i
ands ng Indians in several of the western
uii;(;s and ’l’erntor!es,' who are sovered from tho tribes to which they
g Theyare in indigent circumstances, and depend for subsist-
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cnce on the charity of the whites, or on depradations com'nnthlfd nlr;
their property. ITumanity and policy requive that proy l.‘vl]ﬂll :tmt““
he made for them, and 1 therefore venew the sl.\ggvstllnn ff“~°c°§°
made, that funds be placed at the disposal of the department to
’ ¢ - . l \
' of
abate the nnisance complained ot - - ) .
Reenlations, with accompanying {\'-;rm; 10}1 ’m‘.".“‘““((:"" ll::ut‘l(hl‘::;{
! ’ . . N e '( |4 »
v : t off Mareh 3, 1829, were
for bonnty dand, under the ac ! o Dated Trom
is office i 31 Yast. copies of which ave among the document
this oflice in April last, copies 1 g (o documonts
i e tred and fifty applications have he
erewith.  About eleven hun \ y application: '
':rl"‘t-ntwl here, under these regulations, and veterred fin lh(i ll:ﬁmte
e . : ) A ) i ot ' ¥
:lu-liun of the commissioner ol penstons, }\'\l‘h the }eq.l)l:rl.s:.ht“::}"]\:nirh
iss cont 10 this oftice tor trausmissy «h s
ants, when issued, be sent 4o  trunsinis hrousth
;r:mI avents to H;n owners, without the interveution ol acents or
: tl,“‘!l(.‘\'s. - . . o v LIS . vy '\
l Measnres have been recently instituted, with yow .l]‘)]n]l)‘\d(l‘,‘ .zr
’ e . ) 1 * ay » ¥ 7 -
carvvine into effeet the Bth clanse of (!u\_llf'th artiele o 'l.u, l\t(;
t;l\\--tn'(?;it\- off 1830, for the benelit of the Choctaw nrp]ln;n.s ,_Juu” (12
 apart for th mase now remaining unsold, with thos
lands set apart for thal purpose s wnsold, with, ehese
ir T revions sales, have been advertis v
reverted and acquired, from pre . e s also boen given
i | Dee b oensuine,  Notice has also been
cold in the month of Decomber ensiing s h wiven
i ) wold Creek Indinn veserves in Alabama, as pre
for the sale ol the unsold ek Tadiny , i, 6 i
i ) ch i : hose sales are to take ph
Sled by the aet of Mareh 3, 1837, ¢ ko pl
;le'lo('.m‘q land district, on the 26th December, and in the Tallapaosa
st ath January next. . ) .
district on the ! A - . N L DTN
CPhe policy of paying the anmnties o.tl hu‘hl‘m h'ﬂ 't\ 1:1 :o:u::l.ll,g:nllbg
i S which prevailed to @ considerable extentat -a f v
instalments, which prevailed et AL
i as, i ‘ain case<, within fwo yeavs past, been vev .
riod, has, in certain cases, & N o revive ke
ral « sotendency. where tunds can, without much exy )
the central superintendency, T R
i s of rents as required, and where the
be placed in the hands ot the ny 4, snd whove Cae W
i ticipating i sovernl payments are concentrated
dians participating an the severs ! ) 1o hedal + cspe-
y i poliey is believed to be eminently benelficial 3 ¢
narrow range, this pohiey s ) nently beneflvin, 3 17
i in cases where the sunt of the annuity of the tribe 1 )
cially in cases where the amount ) Ly of th o b lorge
; ] * enel individual is a considerable sum .
and the per capifa of eaelving i am of woner,
i i fn 1834, large payments are req )
Under treaties negotinted in 1854, large payment T
y of ribe the frauticra—within the Tevritor!
be made to many of the tribes on the | C ¢
of Kansas and Nebraska ; and, :Lls rospccls's?me %1.??:: i ’tlllll:g]l‘::.(:'lilng
: ] iarly fitting and appropriate. ans havi
seems to be peculiarly fitting e The Tt e
ir right locate separate tracts of land Ho
acquired the right to 8 AP
i : «d to those who might desire, and U
homes, it scemed proper to affor s0 wl ire 0
stimnlate to the desive those who otherwise w ould not hu\(\) “’tﬁ:;l(];ilr
tios for making improvements on lands, and C()”(‘C!Iyl‘l{{.;' al)(lq}c; By
family residences the comforts and ‘convenm.\é'ccs of c;;llc ll/f:m\"]c'(.lne !
Ffing semi- ment of the annuities, as & 24
adopting semi-annual pay . o3y o koo
judici - of expending money for these ohjects s
n judicions manner of exp gm hese oot e e
i { s he placed in the hands of the In S
acquired, funds would thus he pls sof ¢ ¢ e
in case of a fow of the treaties yefqn‘ecl ta, it was Shlm:?te:)l{‘tthe
the tribal annuity should be pz\\l(} in “[‘ %;nrt\clll(r\:l-m:ltlol;slto i
s : the whole subject of the pay ) g :
year; mt generally t o sub (o G T
: 1 ; 1e President,  After due cons
and manner, is left with t1 due considern 0 e
i i rpose of so arranging the ail
with & wise and hnmane purpos S0 A1 T e
tribes as to promote the well-being of their people, the President |
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directed that this policy he carried ont, in those cases to which it is
so peenliarly appropriate for the Indians and not inconvenient or ex-
pensive for the government.  As was anticipated, some complaints
against the policy have been made, and some tew tribes have heen
induced, throngh sinister influences, to hesitate, and cvyen to refuse vo
accept money tendered to them, hecause the full annnity of the year
was not offered,  "These complaints could probably Le traced to un-
principled individuals who hang around Indian payments in order to
take advantage of the characteristic improvidence of the Indians, and
flecce them of their money by means of' gaming and drinking ; or in
order to corrupt the leading men, and obtain money on {fraudulent
claims against the tribe.  Some persons also, more honest, but still
ecuniarily interested, have probably joined in these complaints and
}mlpcd to sow distrust in the minds of the Indians. The suceessful
establishment of the policy is intimately conuected with the prosperity
of the Indians, and indeed, in my judgment, quarter yearly payments
would be even better than semi-annual ones.  Opposition may be ex-
iceted from the influences referred to, and cven from other quarters,
%mt where the local agents act with energy and fidelity these must
soon give way, and the practical effect of the policy will quickly com-
mend it to the Indians, and it will be approved by them,

From the organization of the government, it has heen liberal in the
expenditure of money to civilize the Indian and better his condition;
and the benevolent and philanthropic have approprinted of their means
freely for his instruction in the principles of' Christinnity. Eflorts
have heen constant and unremitting to reclaim him from a savage
state, and to induce him to cultivate the soil and to embrace the arts
of peace.  But how could the Indian hecome a cultivator of the soil
without a permanent and fixed home and habitation? While the
government embraced every opportunity to purchase his home and
remove him from his land, was it not in vain to enjoin on him to
abandon his wandering life? IHow could he be expected to abandon
his savage customs and habits and take up with the pursnits of a race
whose upproach was only a notice to him that lie must leave the graves
of his family and friends, and surrender his home to the pale faces?
His contact with the white race was, under circumstances iike these,
caleulated, it seems to me, to cause him to distrust the eflorts of the
government and the benevolent to reclaim him, and to confirm him
in his savage habits and pursuits; and the policy of throwing him
back into the wilderness beyond the outer circle of civilization, as the
settlements approached him, while it excluded him from the benefits
of the example and influence of the industrious pioncer and fronticr
man, did not protect him from another elass, whose contact has been
demoralizing and whose influence has always been exerted to confirm
the Indian in his wild and savage habits,

Without a fixed, permanent and settled home, in my opinion, all
efforts to domesticate and civilize the aboriginal race will, hereafter,
83 they havo herctofore, prove of but little benefit or advantage.
Many think that, with ail the efforts and means that may be put into
requisition, the oxtinction of the race cannot be prevented, that it
must decay and waste away; and this view is strengthened by the
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experience of the past.  But if this be so, it daes nol discharge the
government of the United States and its eitizens trom the performance
of their duty; and every cffort is demanded by hwmnanity to avert a
ealamity of this kind.  Many of the Indians ave impressed with the
idea thai they helong to o race that shall hecome extinet, and this
apinion praduces sneh gloom, despondency and even despair, as ty
wither their energies mud destroy tLoir aspirations,

With all these drawhacks, [ believe that the Indian may be domes-
ticated, improved, awl clevated; that he way be completely and
thoroughly civilized, and mude a usetul clement of our population.
But he must have a home; a fixed, settled, and permanent home,
And T regard it as fortunate for him that circnmstances intimately
comnecfeld with onr present plan of emigration to and setilement
within the territories of the United States, although marked by great
irregularities and crueliy and death to both races, are yapidly hasten-
ing a condition of things which will accord with the policy of perma.
nent homes and fixed habitations for the Indians.  This wonderful
cmigration and the expansion of omr population into cevery portion ¢f
onr {erritories, where Innd is found suitable for enltivation, cavries the
white settlers on cither side of and far beyond the homes of the In-
dians; and as the seftlements thus made expand and grow, they will
so have adjusted themselves as to forbid the removal of the ved man,
There will therefore soon be no pretext for a change, as there will be
no place to remove the Indian population.  The policy of fixed habi-
tations I regard as settled by the government, and it will seon ke
confirmed by an inevitable necessity ; and it should be understood at
once that those Indians who have had reservations set apart and as
signed them, as well as those who mny hereafter by treaty have, are
not to be interfered with in the peaceable possession and undisturbed
enjoyment of their lamd; that no trespasses will be lwrmiucd upon
their territory or their rizhts; that the assurances and guarantees o
their treaty grants ave as sacved and binding as the covenants in the
settler’s patent; and that thid government will not only discountenanee
all attempts to trespass on their lands and oust them from their homey,
but in all cases where necessary will exert its strong arm to vindicate
its faith with, nud sustain_them in, their rights. Let combinations,
whether formed to obtain the Indian's land or to make profit by jobs
and contracts in his removal, or other causes, be resisted: and letit
be wnderstood that the Tndian’s home is settled, fixed, and permanent,
and the settler and the Indian will, it is believed, soon experience the
good cffeets that will result to both. The former will then regard the
Intter as his neighbor and friend, and will treat him with the consid:
eration due to this relation.  And the Indian will luok upon his habi:
fation as permanent and his reservation as his home, and will ceat
to regard the white man with that restless doubt and_distrust which
has been so disastrous to his comfort and peace and so fatal tohis
civilization and improvement.

All persons who emigrate to the territories of the United States, ©
oceupy under the liberal land policy of the government the public ¢
main, should understand distinetly that they are to occupy and culti

vate the land to which the Indian title is extinguished, and that §
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conviction of the necessity that exists, and a deep sense of duty, T re- and duties which rest upon them in relation to this interestine but
commend that the subject be brought to the attention of Congress, unf'or}unutc people, . =4
L refer you to the correspondence with the Menomonees and l’ol_(n- lIlt lbl'_ﬁ_i 'be lmpod thut'tho coudition and fate of the aboriginal raco
watomies, which will be found among the documents hevewith, ns in- wi rueltcl' more attention than they have done, and the public judg-
dicating the boldness of parties engaged in these d‘lsr(-]mlnhlv:\Hm‘nplg r;lent.llnu)‘ e cll]lg!,t(.,,c,l m':d' SO'hrmlght to bear as o he wvailobn, g
to obtain the funds of the [ndians, and some of '\\'lm:w |n'n:‘00uhngs the .nu' ot the public uut_hm-l'hes in their administration of our Indian
have been heretofore alluded to and resisted by this office.  Ruel cor- alﬂmr.?, for after the legislative power shall have heen exhausted in
vespondence is, in my judgment, in dircet violation of the ““lnter- the ac (;pho[])l].ol the most salutary measures, mtch will depend upon
course act.”’ . a SI(;"'H;' pl: 'tlrc 21)1111031 to u_ul !hq m'ltlmr:tic.s', in their enforcement,
The appetite of the Indian for the use of ardent spivits seems to be o l";‘ the L.\Oumon Olrﬂlc‘ylrmhctlon of this office over the tribes in
entirely uncontrolable, and at all periods of onr intercourse with him attfornia, Oregon, Y nshmgtsm, Utah, New Mexico, and Texas, the
the evil effects and injurious conscqquences arising from the nululgorgce r}egotm'uou of’ numerous treaties of aequisition with the Indians of
of the habit are unmistakably seen. Tt has heen the greatest harrier the u\c“ it‘crrlt.oncs, and also with the tribes on the western and north-
to his improvement in the past, and will continue to be in the future, Wesftiil lion‘t_lers, and the increased care bestowed by the department
if some means cannot be ndopted to inhibit its use.  Humanity de- }l})?nl_ 16 Indians in its charge, the business of this bureau ‘within a
mands, and our obligations to this unlbrn\.l\nto race requires, t!)at ILI“ .“?ft‘f;’ past has been gmptly onlargefl. In the discharge of such a
every legal provision be adopted by the national, State, and territo- c'h:srl;ot ‘miel]nes's‘, ;unch of it of a very important ns well as complex
rinl legislatures to_protect the red nan from this consuming fire, ¢ ¢ elx, save been aided and sustained by the chesrful co-opera-
This is necessary ; it is the foundafion of all permanent and substan- IO!II ﬂml assiduous labors of the clerical force under my direction;
tial improvement. ) an “".'? v eredit is due the gentlemen employed in this office, when it
Al the means and cftorts heretofore adopted to ameliorate the con- ;s considered that nearly double the oflice work has been done in the
dition of the red man have not, it must he admitted, produced results (",Hllno‘nﬂls Inst past that was necessary in the corresponding months
commensurate with the Inabor and money expended and the sacrifices of 1853, ‘ g
that have been made.  We cannot recall what has been done, and it Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
would be as idle as uscless to discuss the past. \Vc'h:\vo to deal m}h GEO. W, MANYPENNY,
tho present and provide for the future,  And we will have only dis Ton, R, MoCe Commissioner.
charged a simple but imperative duty when we shall have settled the 0"-5" - 1 C-(,Ll'.l:T..\Nl), )
Indian on a permanent home and guaranteed to him its peaceable Secretary of the Interior,
possession and umlisturl»{:d enioynut-nt", lu’doptml t_lt)p most lwgm?uil?enr: "
icient means to guard and proteet his annuities, and made ! stract ’ 1 . . ..
fclg}:;)?dlﬂc for his moral and pl]n'sical development, and brought into Imh'a;?':4(;;),,:'),).:.0".'[{";;' ‘Z/'”"c Aff”a{ IIcp‘ol/ 'qf the 'C’onmussumcr of
-eqiisiti or appropri sans to exclude from him : s for the year 1855, prepured in obedience to « resoly.
requisition all fegal and other appropriate means to ex ] tion of the Senate of the United States of February 9 ¢
the curse and scourge ol his race—ardent spirvits.  Ile will then be LST or v es of February 28, 1855,
placed in a position where the efforts of the government and the be- °1 OF DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE REPORT oF Ty COMMISSIONER OF
nevolent, unembarrassed by opposing fovces and influences, would te INDIAN ARFAINS, FoR THE YEAR 1855
left to adopt and proscente the means most efficient fr:r the c]cml‘lollt No. ‘--—Rcyort of Marcus 1. Johmson
of his intellectual and physical powers, the culture of the hetter fee York,
ings and sympathies of his nature, and the devc.lopmen_t. of Ilns (‘ﬁm" No, 2.—Report of Henry C. Gilbert, agent for Indians
city to improve in the arts and sciences.  He has uthc_ impulses, ¢ No, 3'—Mission report of Ttev Do fl Jor In
10ssesses i o high degree the finer feelings and affections, and, there No. 4.—Mission report of Rigl t Rev Igug,'le‘l' . \ .
18 no lack of evidence that he can be clevated and hi.ghl_v. 9mllm‘- ; sioner Of'!fudimn Aﬂgr;n'lri ov. Lrederie Baraga to Commis-
Tirroneous opinions and prejudices in relation to the disposition, cl\&i : No. 5. —Mission report of Rif,'h':' Rev. Trederic Barne:
racteristics, capacity, and intellectual powers of th'e race, have nhnf}.\ls,. : Gilbert, 8 - Irederic Baraga to Agent
excluded the Indian from the public symp'n‘thy. Statesmen and Pbt:( 6. —Mission report of Ttev. A. Binehan.
lanthropists but slightly regard him, The public enactments bu 7.~Mission report of Rev. Georwe N Simitl
fecbly protect him, and in the discussions which abound in tl}e voliti- . (earge N. Smith
cal mul religions world in relation to the cmx’dilior: otf ractes \\'ntll:Lxl::; . NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY,
onfederation, but fow vegard it as among their duties to mak P R T o )
Le?ll'()\‘:td(?:‘:i(“v(r:z':l for il(\’m begﬁeﬁt of tho red I;nce. Such cold indifferenct 8:__%;;';2:. : o;’ ‘153"1“.’“"!“‘10!1!» Francis Huebschmann, )
can anly exist heeause error and prejudice have beelouded the minds |, v}cinit(;' Ofell’;]'f‘e':"‘BH""‘k”‘S: agent for the Indians in the
of men to such a degree as to cause them to overlook the ohligationt ireen Bay,
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10.—-School report of John Wiley. Noo dAb—Report of John Montgomery
. ——Ne A . ) @ T H :
11.--School report of Rosalie Dousman. L "'”’," I_\.u:nm\ l'ml_nms. ) i .
12.—School report of Jane Dousman. N b —Letter of Connnissioner o Indian Affairs to Agent ont-
ST . . Iomoery, ¢
3. Mission report of Rev. %, JJ. Lathrop. Cgomery . -
. B3.—Mixssion rej v N, -Il.,*»-lu-!mrt of J0WOWhitfield, aeent for the Tadians of the
Upper Arkansas,

y gent for the Kaws, otherwise

MINNIROTA  SUPERINTENDENCY,

: SOUTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY,
. 4. —TReport of Governor Willis AL Gorman, superintendent er

oflicio, R 0. 3 47 —-Report of Sunerintende Charles W
5.—Roport of David B. Herriman, agent for the Chippewas of ATRey uperintendent Charles W, Dean,
. 15.—Report of David » AS.—Report of George Butler, agent for the Cherokees,

the Mississippi. . cport of orge " e
16 —Hoporlt of Jnn,nl”mll E. Fletcher, agent for the Winnebagaes, :}9.»—.\[!.\_&!(111 report of Rev. S, AL Waorcester,
. 17.——Roport of R. ¢, Murphy, agent tor the Sionx in Minnesota. oll.—Mission report of RRev. D, B. Cumming,

issi ‘1 of Rev. 8 ferers H1.—-Mission report of Rev. B, J. Mack
- 18.—Mission report of Rev. 5%, R. Riggs, 62.--Nchool report of Bdwin Archer,

ission re " Rev. Thomas S, Williamson. i ) ) .
- flig.:i"‘la:?'.::l“:‘lo;)(ol;?l(ffnlt’.“lL’l“(:s(!nltI;'.m " . :'_h:-*—t«"hnoll report of' Pauling Avery.,
- 21.—Varm report of A, Robertson. _ ;:’».:L;C’l:."l 1_(‘-])01‘: o”: &l'). 'EC"“"';
22, —Rleport of A. VY. Daniels, physician, s Onre o lt‘pnl,; of 0. 5. Woodford. i
e ’ ah.—Report of William IT. Garnet, agent for the Creeks,
57.—Mission report of Rev. Thomas \W. Mitehell.
CENTIRAL SUPERINTENDENCY. H8.—Report of Professor Robert (fraham.,
59.—chool report of Daniel B, Aspberry,
No. 23.—Report of Superintendent Alfred Cumming, by his clerk, .?(IJ.~.::clmnl report ni"Jmu(‘.s Al Patterson.
Jolm Haverty, esq. . oy o B —Schaol report of Morris R, Mitcheil.
No. 24.—Report of Alfred J. Vaughan, agent for the Indians withio . ‘1.2-~—-'L'|I(‘N)| report of J. W. Trip e,
the upper Missouri ageney. . , ?"'“‘:"""“l report of ]:lhzﬂh('lh Stidham,
Nos. 25, 26, 27, 28.—Reports of Thomas K. Twiss, agent for the ‘ff"”}’"””l report of :S"“""t'l S. Hamilton.
Indians of the upper P'atte. - :_'Fn—::chunl report of I:hm_ms B. Ruble.
. 29.—Report of (eorge Hepner, agent for the Omahas, Ottoes and r’ l.—~--\‘chm)l report of [5, 1, Carruth,
Missourias, and ’awneces. . :7“—»;chnol report of' R. M. Loughridge.
30.—Report of Daniel Vanderslice, agent for the Towas and Sacs 1';?,__.\'@“,(.1 report of Mary J. Lewis,
and Foxes of the Missouri. f'v'-—-\'(-lmul report of z\..l,.. Hay.
. 31.—School report of S, M. Ivwin, i 7('].*-—.\‘,(11“01 report of William 1., Allen.
. 32.—I'arm report of Thomas J. Vanderslice. 79.—§chonl report of ;\‘Inry Brown,
. 33.—Report of Royal Baldwin, agent for the Kickapoos. \CX 7‘..~-bclmnl report of Thomas (¢ Carr.
. 34, —Report of Benjamin I', Robinson, agent for the‘ l)olnwnr(@.‘ . 73.——1{(:1)@1 of l.)nugh!s H. Cooper, agent for the Choctaws.
. 35.-—Report of Robert ¢, Miller, agent for the Shawnees and 7'!.——)]3.&'.\‘!«"1 report of Rev. Cyrus Byington. -
\k’vundots. ) 7"-~*-A\lgss!on report of Rev. (). P, Stark,
. 36.—Letter of Commissioner of Indian Aftairs to Superintendent 3 76.-—¥ISSIOII report (_)f‘ Rev. !, (. Copeland.
Cummings. ‘\‘u ;I'{.——S‘(-hnnl report of Jason D, Chamberlain,
. 37.—School report of Thomas Johnson. - ‘\v: 72"“’2"‘1""'1 report of C1, K"‘f-(sb,"r."-
. 38.—Report of George W. Clark, agent tor the Polinwatomies. 1\0 S;).~.chmnl report nI_I‘l. B. \Vrlg'h(.
. 39.—Mission report of Rev, J. B. Duerinck. . ( \ 'ql-midmnl report ut' Ldward Bllis.
. 40.—Report of Burton A. James, agent for the Sacs and Foxesel | \(l: :;‘)r—.‘c]mnl report of Alexander Reid.
the Mississippi. o ! ‘\ - é.-a-——h'('lmul report of A. (1. Moffat.
. 41.—Memorial of Agent James to the legislature off Kansas . ‘\'0. q-{ﬁf\‘vhtml report ot‘ W. L. MeAlister.
Territory., . i \0 ‘Sf-‘*ﬁt‘lmnl veport of J. H. Carr.
. 42.—Report of Maxwell McCaslin, agent for the Weas an :\,:’ 83.——.3(-11001 report of 15, Couch.
Piankeshaws, Kaskaskias and Peorias, and Miamis. ,0'- 87'.~hc]uml report of J. (!, Robinson,
. 43.—School report of David Lykins. - 0. 87, —Report of James V. Washburne, agent for the Seminoles,
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No. 88.—School report of John Lilley. X P

No. 89.—Report of Andrew J. Dorn, agent for the Osages, Senceas,
Quapaws, and Senceas and Shawnees.

No. 90.—School report of J. Schoenmakers,

TEXAS INDIANS,

No. 91.—Report of Supervisory Agent Robert 8. Neighbors.
No. 92,.—Report of Agent (i, W, il
No. 93.—Report of Agent S. . Ross.

NEW MEXICO INDIANS,

No. 94.—Report of Governor David Meriwether, superintendent ex
officio. )

No. 95.—Report of Agent Lorenzo Labadi.

No. 96.—Report o Agent Christopher Carson.

INDIANS OF WASHINGTON AND OREGON TERRITORIES,

. 97.—Report of Agent John Cain, ) .
gg. Og.wLeétcr of Su;{;’erintemlcnt Palmer of Oregon to Agent Cain,

INDIANS OF THE TERRITORY OF UTAIIL.

No. 99.—Roport of Governor Brigham Young, superinfendent ex
Bt of Agent Giarland Hurt
. 100.—Report of Agent Garland Hurt,
Ib‘}gs. 101, 102].~—Repor(’.: of Agent George W, Armstrong.

MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS,

No. 103.—Instructions from the Commissioner of Indian Aﬂmrséﬁ
Governor Meriwether, in regard to negotiations to bhe made
vith Indians in New Mexico, . .

No. IOAI.—I‘\‘\sth‘uctions frem the Commissioner of Indian z\_ﬂm;s ]l)g
Superintendent Cumming, relative to preliminaries to
made for a council with the B]bncklcct. and );elg\_\\)oring
tribes, and the delivery of annuity ‘goods to I'ndu]l]lssst;“
the Missouri, parties to the treaty of Fort Laramie of 5l

No. 105.—Instructions from the Commissioner of Indian Aflm.r.stcd
Commissioners Cumming, Stevens and Palmer, appoin
to treat with the Blackfeet and neighboring tribes. —

No. 106.—TLetter from the Commissioner of Indian Affnirs to ¥ n%l(“\;‘
intendent Cumming, requiring him to instruct cor “rt
agents, therein named, to co-operate and act in coll'ltc'en
with the ofticers i command of the military expeditio
against certain Indians of the plains,
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No. 107.—Report of Commissioners Cumming and Stevens as to ar-
rangements made for the council with the Blackfect, &e.

No. 108.—Report of Commissioner Stevens upon same subject.

No. 109.—Letter of Superintcadent Huebschmann, transmitting copy
of etter of R. V. Thompson to the Menomonee Indians,
and memanial of the Menomonce chiefy revoking any paper
signed in favor of said Thompson.

No. 110.—Letter of Charles A, Grignon, making charges against
Superintendent Huebschmann, and tendering his resigna-
tion as interpreter for the Menomonees,

No. I1].—Lettor from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs accepting
the resignation of Grignen.

No. 112.—Letter from the Commissioner of Indian Aflairs to Superin-
tendent Huebschmann, informing him of the charges made
by Ghignon, and calling for a reply,

No. 113..—Reply of Superintendent Huebschmann to the charges made
by Girignon.

No. 114.—TLetter from Superintendent Cumming’s clerk, transmitting
communication from Agent Clarke, and its cnclosures, viz;
Copy of two lotters from (ieorge W. Ewing to Andrew
Jackson, a Pottowatomie, and a communication from the
Pottowatomie chiofs, headmen and braves, in relation to
the manner in which powers of attorney have been obtained
trom them by white men, and stating that by act of ecouncil
8 power granted some years since to the Mesars, Ewing
was thereby annulled and revoked,

No. 115.—Regulations and forms prescribed for obtaining bounty lands
by ludians. -

No. 116.—Regulation requiring of agents a schedulo of articles to be
delivered to Indian tribes under treaty stipulations.

No. 117.—Regulation requiring of agents, quarter}y, ~stimates of
money needed, and statements of unexpended balances in
their hands,

No. 118.—Communication from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
to the Sceretary of the Interior, detailing the sums ex-
pended by the government, certain missionary associations,
and various Indian tribes, during the ten years ending
January 1, 1855, for missionary, educational and agricul-
tural purposes. .

No. 119.—Pahular statement of United States and State stocks, held
in trust by the Secretary of the Interior for Indian tribes,

No. 120.—Statement exhibiting present linbilitics of the United States
to Indian tribes under the stipulations of treatics, &e.

No. 121.—Statement designating the Indian tribes to whom per capita

. payments in money were made during the year 1834,

No. 122.—Statement ot the tribes of' Indians within the limits of the
United States.
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No. 1.

Orrice New Yonrk Innray Acexcy,
Randolph, Octoler 1, 1855,

Dear Siw: T respectfully submit my annual report of the conditiop
of the New York Indians. "The Senceas, who constitute the largest
portion, are located on three reservations, viz: Cattaraugus, in the
county of Erie; Alleghany, in the county of Cattarangus ; and Tona-
wanda, in the county of Genesce.

The Senecas were formerly governed by chiefs, who had the entire
control of all national matters and managed their business interests,
mainly without consulting the people, until the year 1848, at which
time the Senceas of the Cattaraugus and Alleghany reservations
united in forming a .constitutional government, under which they
annually, in the month of May, clected their oflicers, consisting of
president, clerk, treasurer, councillors, &ec.

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN ATFFAIRS,

Iy 3 . 9 H

l“"ol'ml‘s us..st']lum(‘ for orphan and destitute Indian children, to bo
0‘(:'!"(]’( ?"f' 1c 1Jltturrm_wm reservation, and granting the réquiﬂite
H::)::s(?ﬁ':lsl (]1; t u:t purpose. Also making an appropriation of two
wdits ]( 3 '«n}s owards the erection of snitalle buildings, with an
Al Il ional five llln'(ll(‘l['(l()"ﬂl'ﬂ a year, for two years, for the purnose
nF' tolpmg to sustain said asylum. T pHrpoe
, Hm’l{mh?mgs for the Thomas asylum are already commenced and
n m])m lpll)n'glo.s.s of erection, and’ it is confidently believed will |
comp cted by the month of January next B / "
" Phe Oncidas, at Oneida Castle, arc in all res
They sustain good schools, and the present year r

. . J .
pr :Jr‘ultlt:n(n)llln(:)ln()] the Nntt(())of ﬁ\l'e hundred dollars for school purposes
0 wdagas, nt Onondaga Castle, sustai “wh
. The € ' idaga Castle, sustain hut one scho vhi
is &:isén';‘ncd by the Mel;m(llst mission ; also, one church o1, which
1e Tuscaroras ave thrifty and ¢ T ‘mers ;. i

chonls ] orns e ly tnd comfortable farmers ; sustain good

Vi and ane 1, and are industrious and enterprising

9 e} . ] y . H '
respeet, I remain your ohedient servant,

Peets prospering,
eceived an appro-

MARCUS H. JOHNSON,

This change in their form of government created political differ- B
ndian Agent.

ences and parties which were proviously wnknown to them, It has
also brought their national business wholly before their peoyle, so all
have an opportunity of Jearning and understanding their diflerent in-
terests. The fruits of this change, in my opinion, are very perceptible
in tho manners, customs, and habits of the whole people. [t has
created a strong anxiety in nearly all to have their children reccive
an education ; also habits of industry and a desive to excel in all of
the various branches of agricultural and mechanical pursuits, At No
Cattaraugus, during the present year, they have sustained seven o
schools, six common schools and one high school, with an nttendance )
at the six common schools of 214 Indian pupils, and an average at- Okrice Mrciraax INDIAN Adrycy
tendance during the whole time the several schools were taught of i
1y l’“ll“,lﬂ' . Sm: The oflicial transactions of
The high school has had an attendance of about 50 Indian youths, year possess more than usual inter
with an average of 25 pupils during the whole year. These scheols compi \
are sustained by appropriations from the State, and from the Ameri- i
can Board of Missions, and from the Seneca council.

Hon, Gf:o. W, Maxveossy,
Commissioner of Indian AQuivs, Washington

Detroit, October 10, i855.
tgns nlg(_mcy during the present
nor ) est and importance. T have §
o ‘eteld the first annuity payment to the Ohill»powns of La]:z‘gd‘::f
(0% under the treaty of September 30, 1854, and have taken tl.ho

initintory steps to carry out sever e i i i
At Alleghany, during the past year, five schools have been sus- of that t""‘“tbl' i"f‘v‘"d(‘(]‘ ﬁ’l'tg‘(‘gﬁ‘ l‘l’le(')'i‘ftilf]e "']l(')ll‘?*"}]?p(:;;?“fglitﬁll}l}luh?s
. s 1s the first time for

tained, with an attendance of 158 Indian youths, and an average at- soveral years tha g i . .
tendance during the whole time the schools were taught of 109 l)cl,lp“s. bution of the ll))l’fl:li]f%(’(.‘:r ]ﬁ'rf:}(l{*?ldl}n"sfhvnm-pm‘t"lm'lmted in tho distri.
This number includes a female boarding school at the Alleghany mis- am now, for the first time, able to"Y ormer existing treaties; and I
sion. The schools on this reservation, I am informed, are at present information relative to their numl C(-”*mlmlmfme fo you any relinble
sustained wholly by the American Board of Missions and appropris- peets for improvement ers, location, condition, and pros-
tions from the Seneca council.  The above does not include one school My Lako Superior ' ay-roll for t] .
which is wholly supported by the Society of Friends, families and 4,940 ind¥vf(hm1q m 1o pre
At Tonawanda they have sustained two schools, with an average L. The Tnterior Indians, tey may
attendance of 120 pupils. These schools have an appropriation o 2. The Tako Indians,
$200, the present year, from the State. 3. The Mixed Bloods.
The Tonawanda Senecas are still governed by chiefs. At Cattarau- The first class reside in the interior, several davs’ fr
gus the Senceas have three churches, at Alleghany two, and at Tons- ake shore, and are those for whom the ‘ros(;r":'ntfig;).: alt;ol:x\;elhf;r:n(}jofll;:

wanda one, Oreille and Tae do Flambe . se .
The legislature of this State, at its last session, incorporated the ! nbeau are set apart by the treaty of 1854,

,M-—v'w‘ ——— Y o
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They number at Tae Court Oreille 1,012 persons; at Lae de Flvnbeau,
747-—total, 1,759, There are no white settlements in their immediate
vicinity. No missionaries or teachers have ever been employed among
them, and they are seldom visited, exeept by traders, who, from the
very nature of their business and the manner in which it has been
condueted, have heen directly interested in preventing any advance in
civilization among them. They cultivate no land, and subsist cn-
tirely upon wild rice and game. They have some furs to dispose of)
but the cnormous prices at which they are compelled to receive the
goods they require in exchange renders their hunts of but little value,
They are indolent, and even for Indians more than ordinarily improvi-
dent and dissipated.  From their present uppearance and cmu{ition,
as well as from the most relinble information, 1 amn led to believo that
for many years they have heen furnished with whiskey in large quan-
tities, with but very fow netual nccessarics, and that their whole ex-
istenco has been a continual contest with want and dissipation.  They
complain bitterly of their poverty and of the bad faith of the govern-
ment in withholding their nnuuities, but are always ready to squander
their goods for whiskey, the very first opportunity that presents,

The Lake Indians, as the term indicates, reside on or near the shores
of Lake Superior. Inalmost every respect they are greatly in advance
of their brethren of the interior, 'l‘llmy have schools and churches
among them, and gonerally manifest o great desire to improve in civ-
ilization. Ifor a particular account of those located at cach reserva-
tion 1 beg leave to refer to my last annual report. They certainly
afford most substantinl and gratifying evidenco that the raco is not
incapable of civilization. 'The improvements at I’ Anso, Bad River,
and Grand Portage, shew what has been dono with my limited means
and under most discouraging circumstances, and certainly aflord gomi
ground to hope for oxtraordinary resnits from the provisions of the
treaty of 1854, if faithfully and judiciously carried out by the govern-
ment, The Lake Indians number at I Anse 468, at Ontonagon 88,
at Lis Pointe and Bad River 540, at Fon du Lac 388, at Grand Port-
ago 176. Total 1,659,

The thitd class, or Mixed Bloods, are scattered throughout the wholo
territory occupicd by these Indians. They number 1,040 individuals,
and aro all entitled to participate in the distribution of annuities,
Under the treaty of 1854 cach head of a family and every single per-
son over 21 years of ago of the Mixed Bloods is entitled to cighty acres
of land, of his own selection, for which he is to receive a patent in the
usual form. 1 havo prepared a list of the persons who will be entitled
to the benefits of this provision, which \vih be transmitted in a sopa-
rate communication. The whole number is about 260. 'They are vory
urgent that arrangements should bo perfected without delay under
which they may seclect their lands and veceive their patents.

The Bois Forte Indians, who are also parties to the treaty of 1854,
occupy the country about Vermillion Lake, in the northern part of
Minnesota. ‘I'hey have nover before received any annuities from gov-
ernment, and I should judge have had but very littlo intorcourse with
the whites. They compare very favorably with those described a8
Interior Indians, are more intelligent, industrious and provident, an
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arc not addicted to the use of i cicating 1§ s, They ar
Chippewas and number 182 pcll‘.s'(;::;(.mmum;’ Pavers. - They are all
The treaty of 1854 provides that the Indians who are parties to it
may reside in _t]m country they now aceupy, and alvo sets apart c.crtnin
large tracts of land which the United States are bound to survey, and
within \\'Im-zn it is provided every Indian head of a family or single
person over 21 years of nge may select eighty acres of land which is
to be sccured to him as his own individual property.  He is in fact, to
be the owner in fee, restricted only in the power to alienate or dispose
of it. In this provision 1 think lies the main ground of hope 1'(“1'1 t
speedy civilization of {hese Indians, per e
. When settled on their lands they will hecome more and more indi-
\’Iuhm'hze(l and will gradually acquire definite and correet notions of
"]‘I|0 \l?]!lt.! of property, and the importance of labor and economy
e assurance that the improvements he makes cannot he taken from
h'n‘n,. that the land and the buildings he ercets on it, his garden and
I\n‘s fields, are his own and his children’s, will have a pm\":-rl'ul cftect
even upon an Indinn,  And when he finds and realizes, as he soon
will do, that any surplus artieles that his labor may prml’ucc heyond
the amount required for the immedinte consumption of himself and
family, will bring him in_exchange other necessaries that hie cannot
otherwise procure, thus blending in his own experience the leadin
principles of commerce and agriceulture, he will for himselt have solv gl
th('\lI wahlem of Indian civilization, ‘ o
on('o." \;{l:)‘((?n;)(‘! Stlhe.slcl)lm‘uls S]HH'I!(I, (hor'oﬁ)r(-, he praceeded with at
e 1ould he lost. The Lake Tndians are exceedingl
anxions to seleet their homes, and very many will oceupy them with):
out delay.  All the necessary details tor carryin.e out this provision
;J)f the treaty should he attended to,  The form of a certificato should
h?sdc:'(:rl“'""(,d upon, un;l‘ cvery Indian who seleets land should receive
hopcc ll:cﬂ:l% \(',i:i(ll'“(:. ”,l‘hoy aftach great importance to this, and I
ooy b fore v ‘nu:"t{’) 11:.‘111 again, t!mb such measures will be taken
‘ ! close up this branch of the treaty with all who
are )en‘d) to avail themselves of its heneflts. 1 have m‘vso]fcmploycd
;li:::lq\::\onlt']llotrltlil ?“It and mark eight scetions in the Bad River reserva-
tonab S t the n(h'u‘ns at that villnge can proceed with the erce-
mulllto] l]pmln. houses. l!nc‘ I’ Anse reservation is already surveyed
’J‘lml(z-(hlll(“ ‘I:I.HS oln}y \\l'mt for tlmvcgrtiﬁmtcs to make their selections,
o 31398 ).m.mnu un ﬁ‘n"tho Chippewas of Take Superior amounts
lnnnn:“r.(;f‘{w ':‘mil.mn.. {' i)l my views'in regard to the most judicious
" Api‘il ]u;.tl uu\{;}ﬁ it, beg leave to refer you to my letter of the 27th
the Ox]n'o.s:s'(:d 'l,‘lv]:}l'l(: :]mgllul l{:orhﬂvatmn, 1 am still of the opinion
%ointe, - It is attended ;1~i)l(zéli (mlle l?" ;‘I'llol“"mwc o Srived Blonde:
and i3 wnder the char lre of }3' ]y “Baraga o e Roman Catrols
chureh, T e, < rge of Bishop Baraga of the Roman Catholic
montion o ”"l letter lto which Trefer, I inadvertently omitted to
i nission “'1(. 1 )v‘lnch this school is connected. Tt has been
bt g;ll::;m\‘o&;ls : llll(ii meeting house and school house are
attondos able buildings, and the scheol is generally well

I 'have applied the fund for the present financial year as follows:
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o the schools at 1/ Anse, 8800 at }3:111 River, $800; .f“ I.."E ])0"1“"0,
8700; at Grand Portage, §100; leaving, un.cx‘}mudm.l,'b.l],(l:.‘l.]), W 'I‘IC]tl
i hope will he applied next near towards building @ suitable honse a
Bad River for a manual labor school, as suggested inmy .](.-Hm'.‘ .
The treaty of 1854 provides also for the employment of hl(nvl?s.n]ult'l‘\]s
at seven different points, | have, as yel, only been ul-‘lc t(lll,‘!{’(cl'J ish
shops at L Anse and Bad River.  The supplies for Grane mtu?;c
and Fon du Luae have been purchased, but [ have been unable to pro-
cure the serviees of a suilnh‘c smith at either of these )I.x\'cc‘s.' ll.l:u\«-;‘
however, employed temporarily a c:u'pun,tc' at Bad '{l\.(l!l, 'nrn‘ “f“u“.
one blacksmith, and a person at Grand Portage to take ¢ e “l it
cattle and assist the Indinns in building and in agricultural mi-
oy s, > y - .
d :Fl?:-":'ln::cr\'u(iun provided by the “treaty tor the Fon du Tme ll‘l(]llmfs
is not suitable for than,  They are anxious to change it, and have
made another selection on the lnke, Tt is .muvh smaller in (-"\4(““"
but I deem it much better for the U‘mtcd States, as \vull_ns. tor .tlw
Tndians, than the one provided. 1 will state more in doetuil, lm ‘u‘ “.'5;;
arate communication, why a change is desirable, and hope there wil:
J ifficulty in securing it. .
bbxl\lg ::ll(‘)hlbcl:]‘(:l‘lt (llnnuily ]ttymmn I promised the chiefs that | wl‘ml'll
visit them at their severnl reservations next spring. A personnd ol\
amination will enable me to loeate their shops and schools lnorclJu‘(‘l:
cionsly, and a visit t({ them may be efiective in inducing them to locate
s reserved. Lo
r"”g"lt‘}:((i };l(l)llgqb:(:lqltu \ILmliuns still own a tract ol'_\un(l in Minnesota, to
which their titlo should be extinguished. 1 think they nre ‘w‘ll!lqgltlo
dispose of it, and my visit to them ;1} Hl'e':l]))n“::)(;ru\‘\;ncll be a favorable
sion for effecting an arrangement for 1t rchase. ‘
: "“'('{cc]l;y“:he trealy of ?854 the sum of $‘.)0,0(30_\\'ns scl' a\)‘mrt]forq(hc 1};(\):;—
ment of the ““just engagements’’ of the Chippewas of Lake 5 np‘el "
and an additional sum of $10,000 for those of the Bois 1\0\110 ]){ut\‘l.‘
In accordance with your instructions, T have received and ﬁ]lc( ln 'l‘l‘b
claims presented, and have taken the testimony offered 01\; ‘mtt\. sid &:t
The investigation is not yet fully completed, and I sha | con tn.moc.
as long as may be necosinr Y gud hope to tmnke my final report inr
i the subject early in January next. . o ‘
lm’,l[?lllgt(l)nsc?ior ‘Ilndinns have recoived no annuities, until this )&g;n.,
under the treaties of 1837 and 1842, since the payment of 1851, til:
is owing to no fault of theirs, but solely to lack of mfornlmglop 0'1_1'1 is
part of the government in relation to their location ant t .\eu-l 153[5 t‘ 8
under those treaties. 1 think justico requives that the l{l:\tc( States
should in some manner compensate them for the loss, Thoe go'\l‘c]rn
ment has been in fault, and the Indians have suffered by 1t{: . :‘Or)'
cannot be provided for under the provision for the mynfeml; of arfg v
ages contained in the treaty of 1854, because in this C{\b('}_til(ilg lflluwe
arrearages claimed, The money and other annuities 1)}’0\ 1; .c(l t(]“o i
been paid, but, as they allege, {he government has misapplicd the}
ment.
11'Ijl‘heir claim is one which, at no very remote day, ,\Youltl have nﬂ;ordg:
asplendid ficld for the operations of u ““claim agent’’ at the rate of sor
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25 or 30 per cent. on the amount due, In this connexion T would
vespectfully suggest that it such elaims, when made known, were
always met by a prompt and thorough investigation on the part of
the United States, and followed by a decision to be communicated to
the Indians, there wonld be very little opportunity for the interven-
tion of the class of gentlemen to whom | have athuded.

The hands located at 1" Ansge and Bad River have cach more than
100 acves of land under cultivation.  They raise large quantities of
potatoes, awd at L”Anse, this year, will have a large surplus to dis-
pose of.  Their sales lnst year amounted to several thousand bushels.

In seleeting the goods for the annuity payment of' the present year
1 procured many articles that the Indians had never heen accustomed
to rceeive,  Among them were cooking stoves, tinware, crockery,
tables, hedsteads, mattresses, and all such artieles as arve generally
deemed usefit] and necessary in civitized communities. I had, hesides,
a Jarge quantity of ready made “lothing, hats and caps, as well as
agricultural implements and carpenters’ fools, A considerable sum
was also expended for Tumber, nails, glass, and other building ma-
terials,  Much care was taken, in distributing such articles, to place
thenm in the hands of persons who would use them advantageously.
I found that more than 100 families of full blond Lake Indians reside
in houses, and have adopted, to a greater or less extent, civilized
habits in their style and manner of living.  Such persons stand more
in need of the articles T have enumerated than they do of the goods
usually furnished by the government, and 1 recommend that, to n
reasonnble extent, the policy I have adopted be continuwed in making
selections for future annuity payments,

I cannot close my report relative to these Indians without alluding
to another subject of the utmost importance.  The annuity payments
are always attended by a set of misereants who rob and plunder the
Indians of their goods and money, in exchange for intoxicating drinks.
At the late payment at La Pointe, large quauntities of whiskey wero
brought to the place, and within a day or two after the distribution
of goods had taken place I learned that some of the Interior Indians
had heen stripped, in this way, of all they had received. I had not
yet made {he money payment, but was ready to do so, and was woll
satisfied that if it was made under the then existing circumstances a
largo proportion of the $20,000 to bo paid in coin would find its way
nfo the pockets of the whiskey vendors.  There was but one course to
take, With the aid of my assistmits and some other gentlemen
iresent, every suspected place on the island was searched, and all the
iquor found was destroyed. About 1,000 bottles, put up ready for
sale, were broken, and twelve barrels emptied into tho lake. Several
hundred dollars worth of goods, that had been taken from the Indians
In exchange for whiskey, were reclaimed, and the traflic was offectu-
ally broken up. In doing this 1 may have acted without authority,
but' the oceasion was one which called for extreme measures and, as I
beliove, justificd me in taking the responsibility. There should be a
law of Congress authorizing such a proceeding on the part of overy
agent, and extending his jurisdiction for a reasonable time after pay-
ment, and to all places necessarily travelled by the Indians on their
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return home,  This, with an additional provision, making it a mis-
demeanor to sell whiskey or intoxicating liquor to any Indian entitled
to annnities at any place, would he very likely to abate the nuisance,

The Indians of the lower peninsula off Michican, aceording to the
ny=roll tor 1854, numbered 6,911 persons. and wre gradunlly inereas-

g from year to year, Their annuitios for the present year will be
paid during the next towr weeks,  The payment tor this year to the
Ottowas and Chippewns is the Inst they will receive umler the treaty
of 1836, New arrangements velative to their unsettled claims upon
the United Stnfes were settled by articles of agreement and conven-
tion, concluded at Detroit, on the B0th of June Jast, in the negotiation
of which | had the honor to be associnted with yonrself s commnis-
sioner on the part of the United States,

As the articles agreed upon have not yet heen vatitied it may not
bo proper for me to allnde particalarly (o theiv details, 1 will only
say of them that the main fentuve is a provision securing to cach
fimily, and to such single persons as ave provided for, a home in
Michigan 3 and I cannot. doubt that it the treaty is ratified it will
effectually cheek their roving habits and lead them to heeome perma-
nently loeated, and to depend more cutirely upon the cultivation of
the soi) for n subsistence,  I'hey alveady do so to n very ureat extent,
During the lnte negotiations it was ascertained that the Indians about
Little Traverse already owned more than sixteen thousand acres of
land, and those ak Grand raverse, awd other places, nearly as much
more ; all which they have, from time to time, boughe and paid for
at tho usunl rates,

T'he Little Traverse hands Inst year sold aver 6,000 bushels of pota-
foes, and will have aomueh lavger surplus, They ent this year thirty-
five neres of winter wheat, which yielded a Inrger crop, and of n much
better quality, than the average in Michigan. At Grand 'Praverse,
at the time of payment Inst year, the Indinns had nlrendy disposed of
over 4,000 hushels of potatoes and several hundred bushels of eom,
and had still remaining on hand more than enongh for their own con-
sumption. The degree of civilization already attained hy these In-
dians who live along the shove of Lake Michigan is exceedingly grati-
fying. Muany of them have become useful, industrious eitizens, and
are entitled to and exercise the vight of suflvage, and all the privileges
pertaining to citizenship. They frequently manifest a peenlinr tafent,
as well as faste, for mechanical pursuits; and, although lahoring
under great disndvantages from the want of snitable tools and neces-
sary instrnetion, they often become expert workmen and good me-
chanies.  In the summer of 1853, I appointed n young Indinn assis-
tant smith at Sault Ste. Marvie. He had never heen aceustomed to
work with tools, but has mastered the trade and is now able to do all
the ordinary work required hy the Indians,

The assistant smith at Grand Traverse is a full Indian; he has
been in the shop thirteen years, and is a good workman. ‘Ihere are
many who use carpenters’ tools with much skill. At Grand ‘Craverse
the Indiang have built and launched three schooners, oue of which
was completed during the Inst summer.  ‘I'he work was all done by
themselves, and I am told the vessel would do eredit to any ship yard

COMMISSIONER o INDIAN AFFAIRS,

on the lakes, Pl caplain and cpoy
tlul'.s'vssvl and transport freight o
”ll’f:::;”l"; l;'usuws? resuling from such an enterpriz
cndians who recojve ther ! kY
. C hres . pay at Sanht St i
at the present time, makine mc,r'» api "“ i i chaps
{ the b ! & more rapid improve i
their peaple, Phey ape provement than any oy
influences by which e ,','.w'"('!'-’l”.\'. pecalinely  fortunage in 'tl'
privcipally at Po; ey are surrounded.  'lyoso Indians wi o
aptls at Point Troqunois, whepe o Metholis fenion 1| cate
lished, and on (he Yy . wh HMethodist mission js estal
Phe Chivcn el setapart for them on Sugar Iadand, e
. prewas of Savinaw gleo exhibit evidenees of et
ment. b visited them iy June : Hees of great improve-
o Tive oyt i« e at their severnl villages,  Many of
dress and custon mhu-;'lul?’\iml f\mu.«cs, und have ”"”I'iéd onr style ';r
former existi A Seooanarrangement to 1k nc 3
also wwai “‘“n:-: h‘;l}u S has atlse been made with thes ”IEO"”‘U phuq o
i T,m\.nl(h the vatification of the Sepate e Ttans, which
|{~ o . » . . . ‘
il Aeational fund provided by ghe hew treaties, i fif
Pewded, will e of immense heneft” ! aties, it faithfully ex-
o the Didians a)l yecese: oo henelit, andis sufliciently lavyo to seeuy
its pavment, | st (l.w.u'.s stenetion during (he 'limeriilmih‘wl :ro
in the expendibiure ;.)"H“-"_‘ overs reeammend an entire chunge of m)im
treaty of IS36 wave (he O fand o the part of the United Sjytos, | 'J‘)C'Y
ey I m,;.)n ‘l' b )H;qw_xs and Chippewas 88,000 pvr.nn;i'l l‘"f
by (-.“""'_(wi l‘r«,);z':(:' /\'l]lh““nit) sums have also hpep uppmptlliutml
¥ Congress, year fo year, for the ed i ' o
' ’ , A A II . H . T3
]"“\!f:l“" “’(' ;\,lm hrh:(s hoen exponded jiy this lu:("llllzl:'“ of Indinns, some
Sre ol these funds have ever ) ishuraed (h;
of s of he ever-heen dishursed (hyreyel i
Never (”Em:‘,\":n«'l the agents, and consequently (o gn\foim‘ ll'Wl(hlum
vt m““vw 1 'Ii'llznllvrv..\'l my or bestowed maeh atlention nl::':‘h s
expended, and he 'n '.mlmu.\‘ are never informed how theiy ! (‘ "
neney due ther ;}.‘ will now e very slow o believe llmlnmlll(" )IS
:lp]»rdprinlwl nl ))nn! .Ihv l»m‘l(-d States under this head has (;\'): ) t‘ "
the ‘““I"With;,, l)f[;;‘i\q‘ P l”))‘svh but very recently heen inl'n;'mo:lI n);(;n
wch of 11 g O "I:I‘H‘ » and regret to say that, in my iwl-fm(.'nto
reeivel, Tor e ‘u:\. r;‘l‘)mhcium:'ly expended.  One” sehaal lmsz
Pint and under R cars, from §1.600 to $1,800 per anuum, at
allowanee, ek ¢ 'L‘Il!].;llll)(ft‘s where $600 would haye heen a Hber. ?
nfm,z(m'],m, lllnnl:;:, h\";oo] é};lg‘ been sustained by an appro n*in)fi.?n
"R vhen 400, judicious eni ;|
ot : i, s Judiciously ox y
C'Il'l;ltc;dl:::loi;.‘: ')‘ill@ll('m) resulis, £ expentted; would havo
I 'S have now been so far ojvili
ud &0 far civilize "W
:::;!tp;wscc l'll any snch policy, and | e that oy b
e continned, 11 there [
! . ere is one fund 0 &
is it oty Tt th he fund moro sacred than it
fo\\'ardslt)?,; lltzﬁ(lliu?u: rt:‘w edueation of the children, and !;;’(l)gfllwl?:itllt
i poracls exumi‘unt'w“os thnl.‘tl.w government should know, from :
every oo 15 itinml;)(:; nndlqﬂl]cull transactions of its asents that
) ! Y and judiciously ex o
e o 18 T ¥ and | sly expended.
except 1o further suggestions 1o make relative to these Tndj
oy foes bress the hope that the treaties o timo.
nd(mfmrrymg them into effect,
atio? rorl convenience, a recapituation of ¢}
1 of the Indians under my charge
. .

| ill no longer
cariestly recommend thag g n?uyﬁ

! g ans
reing ratified no time will

16 numbers, and a classi-

"H'l:(‘ n\H. h‘ulinns, and navigafe
sthe Michigan and transact all

i

)

/
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—CHIPPEWAR OF LAKE SUPERION,

-

- . 1,750
) W
- 482
. _0M0

[nterior Tndians -
Lake Indians -
Bois Forte bands, -
Mixed Bloods - -

Total - - -

{1, —MICHIOAN INDIANS,

- - - 562
Ottawas and r(;!n'lp'pcwn“, - - - ) T
thippewas of Saginaw - N - - o
&lilp]pcwus of Swan ereck and Black river - ) - o
Pottowatomies - - - - - - it
Pottowntomics of Huron -
- - 6,91
Total - - - - - ::7.}:::::
- - - 7,583
Residing in Michigan - - - - - 312‘0
Residing in Wisconsin - - - © Vi
Residing in Minnesota - - . )
| - - - 11,851
Total in the agency - - )

i ) Rev. A. Bingham,
g . school reports of Bishop Baraga, hiev. . ghav
a Jl ‘il{g)\fm(l} “x\l'o gmli(]). II\'O other reports have heen receiy ed by me.
! . N Pt R cabeitlie ‘-.\.“(
Very respectfully, yom obedient “Hl‘l‘l'},\"l{\' L GILBERT,
Tidian dyent.
Tfon. Giro. W. MANYPENNY,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washinglon.

No. 3.

Gtrove: THtLL, Sepfember 13, 1855,

. i ) n
gir; Tho Grand Traverse manual labor boarding hc‘-“‘)?];th:‘:srob::si
conlin’um\ in regular operation during the past year, exce

-0 weeks in tho spring. . o o
of 'tl“;x‘:z ‘{?o(i(l}m\'iug; pcrsi)ns e connected with the institution as miss
aries and assistants, viz:

vife rintendent.
or Dougherty and wife, superin
ggltm P(‘)rt{gr um)1 wife, teacher of male department.

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Joseph Gilenn, farmer,

George Cracker, nssistant,

Miss WO AL Ishely teacher of fimale department,

Miz Mary MeCannel, eave of washine, Laking, &e.

Mi-« Ciehavine Gibon, care of kitehen and dining-room,
J

Mi- . ane Metatving aosistant,

i

There have been conneeted with the school as pupils, the past
year, thivty-one hoys and twenty-seven givls ; all full blood Im\inn
children. exeept two,  The accompunying list will show the name and
age of el child and the studies they have been pursuing,

While we have abnndant cause tor gratitude for health and abound-

ing mercies from our Heavenly Father, we have been called to mourn
over the early death of three of our pupils, two boys and one girl,
Twa of them died in the institution ; the other had been removed by
his parents to their own home.  One was a little boy, who had been
taken, when a helpless orphan, into the family of John Campbell, the
government hlacksmith, and was by him placed in the school,
Although deformed in hody, he was a very pleasant and promising
child, T'wo other boys have been withdrawn from the school on
account of ill_health { one is temporarily absent, unwell ; four have
been dismissed for violation of rules and mmproper conduct, and three
left without permission; leaving nineteen boys now in regular at-
tendance,

Of the girls one was withdrawn by parents, one was dismissed for
disobedienee to her teacher and violation of rules, and one returned to
her triends after remaining nearly two years in the school; leaving
twenty-two girls in regnlar attendanee. The children are bonrded,
clothed, and furnished with necessary hooks, &e., by the kind provi-
sion of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Preshyterian church,
under the direction of which the school is conducted,  The seeretary
of the board, Walter Lowric, esq., visited the school in July,

The studies have been, during the year, veading, writing, arithmetic,
geography, and grammar, with some attempts at declamation and
compesifion in English,

Of the boys three have been veading Parley’s Commnon Scliool His-
tory and Fourth Eelectic Reader; nineteen have been reading the Tes-
tament ; three the Second Reader ; nineteen have heen studying geo-
graphy and drawing maps: twenty-cight have been writing and
stwdying arithmetic, aud arve in various stages of advancement, from
the simple rnles to vulgar and decimal fractions,  Three, who have
Just entered, are in the alphabet,

Of the girls fifteen read in the Testament and study geography ;
titieleen liave been writing and studying arvithmetic; cight aro read-
ing casy lessons and spelling ; four have commenced the study of
giammar,

In reviewing the labors of the past year we perceive a deeided im-
provement in tho children who have remained steadily in school, both
 studies and habits of industry and order.  While we aim, by means
ofslmly and labor, to develop and strengthen their intellectual and
Physical powers, we feel the right improvement of the moral powers
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is all important to their hecoming good members of savioty and usefn}
citizens of the State,  We, theretore, caretully teach them the teatlhe
of the benign religion of the Ravionr, and it is 10 e lopesd the yont),
who go forth from the institntion will he suaditicd to advanee in the
path of civilization and improvement, '

The Indiaus of this resion have Toeee erops of corn amd pofat e,
They will have a laree surplus i sale,

They arve, with a few exceptions, makinge steady improvement 3 on-
favging their ficlds and dnproving their buildines, becoming more
industrions and more vivtwns,

The ehief exveptions are a few who lineer on the reservation, where
they find necess to liguor, furnished by white men Jocated alony the
shore,  The sooner every family is vequired t remove and reside on
their own lands the better fir tham s and this could easily be effietel
by withholding anuniti-s from those who wander about idle and in-
temperate, "The sooner, 1 think, the reservation is thrown in niarke,
the sooner the community will seo to havine the lnw entoreed aeainst
those who disturb the pence and ool ovder of soctety by their illici
traflic in intoxicating dvink,  The Indinns in this rezion are well
pleased with the provisions made for them in the treaty veeently con-
chided af Detroit, They are busy seleeting their Tands, and it they
wisely improve their present advantages they have ample means of
permanent prosperity.

Most respeetfully, your ohedient servant,

PETER DOUGHERTY.

Iexey € Giosenr, Bsq,

NO, 4.

Savue St Mave, Sopfembers 26, 1855,

Dear S | herewith vespeettully submit to you the fullowing short
report of the missionury Indian schools under my charge,

At Sault Ste. Marie we have two schools, of which that of the boys
is very numerous, amonnting to 103 hoys and:- young men who are
benefited by this school,  'I'hey avo not, indeed, all Tndians ; but some
are, and many ot them are halt=hreeds, participating in the trc:'l(f'
payment.  They are faught all the branches ol 2 common linglish
cducation by Adrian Lacoste.  Our givl school is not quite so numer-
ous; it amounts only to 41 gicls, mostly half~breeds.  They ave regu-
Tarly taught by Miss Mary R, Le Bilian, who is assisted by Miss Ann
Gordon, .

Our school at Mackinac is not taught separately, but boys and girls
are taught in the same room and by the same person.  Many of the

upils of this school, who amount to about 50, are half-breeds and
included in the treaty payment. They are taught tho usual branches
of a common English education by Miss Martha A, Tanner.

The pupils of our school at Point St. Ignace are all Indians or half-
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. 0
breeds. Theiv number
read and write, hoth iy
.\'z-phm Giraveraet,
The other sehonls
! » tunder myv el
pure Indian. The selina] oy \"i;h‘-‘f‘-l-" Im
;u!'l)ut Sehildvin, b and wipts B
desidos phe v Tine
! avechooll Pimothy MeNs,
et N . . * . . . Nt o, !' ""‘ i "
tenches alv in the evonin.g SONTE VO e u’} 1X b s,
anxtons to harn Baglis ' st ewillage who are
The sl at Liftle Tray :
0 i i,,t:i.;l» .Lll(”t l»mu-r‘u B, Ennnet ey, cantains aliongt
Emilits ‘) UNOSOIMEe Gt peq who Cale l'\":'v'\l' TUNTOTv nir
inilins Dusants, the aehoo) teacher, 1o learn By eli Jy s b
: h \ . CLE A N R
At Nhehayean, Slwbovean comnty, )y is ot N
(‘}H'('l(‘ll, cotulneted Dy Michal Tn ,
hs"h| Larcunge alimast CYOrY evenne
"'_r; h(" .\,(‘h:ml al l‘];l;{h-lu\\'n, Crand Praverse, ¢
i whoare gt 1o spell, ro it
Butler, el vead
Fam, siv, very respectfully, your abedient servant,
P ’ FREDERIC BARAGA,
oy Catholle Bishoys el Superintoudent
Coslltie: Tndian | vlools,

ix hetween 40 and A0 and the

voare tineht to
beir own Ty BTN

ard in Frecdiag,, L Mps,

Aitifer ey S
sperintendeney qre )
et connt e gy heps

it M‘hunl ot alun 30
\ . T 1 o)
Muthews, whe alws teaelios the e

o

O eonsists of 36 hovs and
, i . K} . H
s write in English by Michael

Hon. Grorag W, Masveexyy,

, -~ R ..
Conandssioner of Lulioy Afeirs, Weashiugton

No. 5,

o ’ Savne St Manng,
A1 herewith respectiull
bort of' the wmissionary Tndiy
Superior, )
Our s¢ "Ans
ity ﬂl;';::lzllil‘llltl :‘h{}'l.w nunlllwrs about twenty-cight hoys wnd twenty
: hildren, whe are tang N 0 ms ¢ ; i
al'l,:;lmge, by Michmel o wght the elements of the English
1¢ schoo Yoi is 1
oo hllmlrg(ll ::llplli:. Il:)‘x(llli(l::'lls n \l'o]ry]r’{l’lxvx('l'(')lls one, amounting to over
i } 8, S and half-breeds, who more or los
% school the whole year, eyx iy’ making, T
I ar, except " sugar i i
tehool is kept Ty Mo, e0m € cept the time of sugn making, This
210 tangeht ol e 1 el tickey and Alexis Carpentior,  1'he scholars
The S tl(o' nmwl)ms of a common English education
canmar l‘Ll‘" :tul:\ul|::u]"nlrmg¢;_1.'e]u new one, established only of late;
; ) her ¢ ils of this sc Y ,
¥ B A f the pupils of this school, conducted
QM SIP. vOry rociien H
» S, very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
, FREDERIC BA RAGA,

To— EH— ]‘lsdf‘, C. Bishop and Sup. Cath. Indicrn school,

Indian Agent, Detroit,

Seplember 27, 1855,
Yosubmit to you the fisllow

ing short re-
W schools wnder " ke

my charge, on Lake
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No. 6,

Misstox Hovse, Saver S, Manne,
September 30, 1855,

S Soon after presenting this report 1 oexpeet to take leave of a
work to which more than thivty-three years of my life have been de-
voted, and about tweuty-seven of which have been spent upon this
fronticr; but not becausze I am tired of the work, nor for want of an
interest in the weltive and prosperity of the aboriginal tribes of our
country,  IProm cireumstances connected with the place of onr loca-
tion, and the present state of the Indians and Indinn offiirs, (with
which you are personally u(-qlmin(ul,? it has heen thonght advisable to
bring our hoarding-school at this place to a close with the elosing of
the present quarter of the year.

The school has been continued, as usual, through the year, At the
commencement of it we had seven hencficiaries 5 sinee which one has
been received, two have been dismissed, one has died, and two have
left from choice before the time for which they were taken had ex-
pived, leaving ns but three at present conneeted with the mission, and
theso have all arrived at adult years and, according to contract, are at
liberty to leave this fall,

We have had o good school, taught by n well qualified and inter-

esting teacher, through the year, with omr usual brief vacations, aud
the pupils in general have made good progress.  'T'he elementary
branches, with arithmetic, geography, Fnglish grammar, history, and
composition, have been taught, aud some attention has been given to
musie, both vocal and instrumental, especially sacred musie.
4o We have had regular Christian worship through the year, hoth for
the Indinns and the population of the frontier; also an interesting
Sabbath school has been faithtnlly sustained, averaging about forty
schioliirs; inchuding Indlang, mixed bloods, and whites,

And in addition to our labors at this station we have another up
the lake, conducted by the Rev. James 1. Cameron, who hias preached
regularly to the Indians in their own native tongue,

He has divided bis Inbors between those at Pendill’s Mill and those
at Na-ah-me-kang, visiting the latter place as circumstances would
permit. We have also borne the main share of the support of n school
among those Indinus for four months of the year, taught by a young
Indian, in which merely the elementary branches were tanght.

We have a small chureh, embodying twenty-four members, which
the Rev. Mr. Cameron will preside over as pastor on my leaving.

In taking my leave of these Indians, and the people of this frontier,
I do it with mingled feclings of regret and joy. )

I deeply regret that 1 have not heen able to do more for hoth their
temporal and spiritual good, for T am conscious that their welfare and
prosperity have ever laid near my heart.

But I rejoice that T have the evidence that the Lord has accom-
plished some important good for them through my feeble instrument

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
ality, hoth of & tem
the glory forever,

Very respeetiully, your obedjent servant,

poral and spiritual character ; and to Him he all

A. BINGHAM,

P
Hesny €. Gromer T, Superintendent Baptist Mission,

Indian Ayent.

No. 7,

. -
Dot S | Graxp Traverse, October 3, 1855,
(liuto'l's'(l;'([-“' ’ S;!Il(["\'()ll the following as my annnal report, Imme
diafely I"(l ‘lno. ndinns returned from payment T commenced school
"m"”';u mlnf( it (il the I.nd’mns commenced sugaring IIBOII(;“H‘:‘)O
month. ! ('f.;nnlnc:nce«l again in June and contimred until o fow days
pince. xl\t sU l? ars have numbered above thirty, in all; but [ ]m)
oo ISt and cannot particularize.  Ie selolars have m 1 e
couraging progress, v e made e
nm(,()‘;:r (1(1)103:11);,{.? Imvle ‘l)cvn f‘wcll and steadily attended, and ai
omld aud transform the charaet,
to 3 ) racter and fit them t
good citizens and useful j i 3N they
A nhabitants ; and such, really, th
m ’ . v .
sinflhfio):l::hlli(:?\ cmnnllg m of white settlers produced some little confu
' ¢, and some cases of intoxicat] nrred ; ings
ur«; l;tkmg 0 ko Som intoxication acenrred ; hut things
o \N(:(\l:. )::::((lle';%rout oﬂ.'?lrtsl to lplﬁnnulu the cause of temperance the
st year, wope with decidedly good results :
a8 '.‘]a.\'c of (h'm_lkomwss for a long tinio:t" e Thove ot known
lri()l‘l:"ngl;l';?“{';l)lglqmlhdl(:l(ll (:mt the Indians will hecome steady indus
S, ool Inhabifants; if this he ' " the :
s, do - inhabitants; s be not the result of the efforts
] s revented by the i
ot ;l(;:“(tll}l(i‘:‘ll:)lrﬁil::ll: llt (“I'l“t lﬁ] ted by the conduct of bad wﬁ;‘tt;
I ssured that the continuance of ' i
will (’c;llmlolinct all such tendencies @ of the right influcnco
i the whole [ am mucl) ' i
he w enconraged in my work an ieve it wi
% nseful, in a good degree, to this ]?coplo ’ o @ believe it wil
1) . Y r ., 1,1 N H :
c”:(ljl (‘l"l(ll(;\\ l?l[f{\ll.ll.lllg school districts, which T shall endeavor to
o cmmidori:‘::sﬂ o improve, as far as ['am acquainted with them :
» Colis 18 the manner in which they are settled and aro scttling’
; ’

‘¢ doing
become
ey are be-

lead

o

See iy
them :i:t‘:‘ }tll" ! {0 common school system mny not become as wsefitl fo
l’filmip}ul ’ﬂ).'f tl' merican peoplo; and this has been, and is, one of my
means "V‘w‘lll(i(z I: :i‘ set (.lllpmlmu; n condition to progress by the same

A : 1e_civilized inhabitants of our

tho sen cohen e, ants of our land progyess

e grreat \\m]\_ will, in a good degree, be accomplished progress, then

am, dear sir, your obedient servant, ’

GEORGE N. SMITI.

. ¢, Guusent, Iisq.
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No. §.

NorruerN SePERINTENDENCY,
Milwaulic, October 1, 1855,

Sir: In obedience to the regulitions of the Indian Department T
submit iny annual report.

Of the Indian tribes nnder the superintendeney of this office the
Oncidas, Stockbridges, and Brothertons are commonly elassed amnong
the civilized Indians, while the Menomonees have, so fur, been classed
and considered as uncivilized or wild Indians,  However, this tribe of
Indinns have lately, and particularly within the last year, improved
much and made considerable progress towards civilization.

In accordance with the stipulations of the treaty of May 12, 1855,
the means were furnishel to begin a systematic effort fo improve and
civilize them, and though T had hoped that more progress would he
made this season, the results obtained ave such that perhaps the his-
tory of the civilization of Indian tribes will not show an instance
where more has been accomplished in so short a time.  The leading
idea expressed in my report of October 27, 1854, that, ‘‘as much as

yracticable, all the work to be dong for the Menomoncees is to be done
y them, and whites are to be cmployed only to superintend the work
and to teach them how to work,” has heen adhered to; and when
funds for improvements to he made were placed in my hands, (Febru-
ary 1, 1835,) many of the Indians were persuaded to go to work at
getting out fence rails, fence posts, timber, clearing, grubbing, and
some ut making shingles, &e. A part of this work was done by
different individuals, while other parts were performed by the young
men of one or more hands, forming themselves, nnder their own fore-
men, into gangs of hands. A carpenter shop was at once put into
operation, and_the public buildings being erected at the pay-ground
ave offering o fine opportumity for a number of the young men to he
instructed in the carpenter trade. A dwelling house for one of the
teachers, and the agency and interpreter’s house, have alrcady been
built by Indian hands; and a number of young men have made such
progress that, in building houscs for themselves, they need no instrue-
tion from the carpenter who is superintending the work at the public
buildings. Many young men show, comparatively, far more inclina-
tion for, and dexterity and perseverance in, mechanical labor than
farm labor ; and, to some extent, the old prejudice of looking upon
farm labor as properly to he left to the women is clinging to then.
Howerver, since the new agent, authorized by Congress to be appointed
in licu of the Green Bay sub-agent, has taken chargo of their im-
provements (in May last) they have made congiderable progress 1n
farming,

In addition to the remaining working cattle—of the few yoke fur-
nished them annually under stipulations of the treaty of 1836—ten
yoke were delivered to them in May last, and these cattle are now
well provided for; and under the instruction of & competent farmer, 8
number of the Indians are learning well to attend to and drive cattle.
It is to be expected that enough land will be ploughed to enable the
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tribe to plant next spring suflicient for their sustenance, in case the
season should prove favorable to their erops, ’ h

A majority of the tribe have adopted our mode of dressing, and are
wearing coals and pantaloons, made up by the women (lil’lfll‘l‘ the
instruction of the teacher of the sewing si-hm»l.) of .‘;tu’fl‘ furnished ;
and with shoes and hats, lately provided for them, a perfect change in
their appearance is completed. ’ T

At the purchase of the saw-mill, which had been ereeted hefore the
Menomoncees were removed to their present reservation, a large quan-
tity of' pine lumber and logs ecame into our wossession. | 1t is much to
be deprecated that a settlement for this lum‘)cr has not yet been comn-
pleted with the individual who manufactured it and I 'was reluctant
to authorize the use of any of this lumber for the ercction, hy the
Indians, of houses for their own use. But their .’lpplicnlio,ns.lmve
been so pressing, and it has been so apparent that they needed houses
and were capable of constructing them, that 1 felt constrained to
authorize the furnishing of a limited quantity of lumber to such
Indinns as are erceting houses, and gave instructions that an account
be l‘:cpf of’ their names and of the quantities firnished.

These evidences of civilization among these Indians furnish a great
contrast to their behavior when, under: the treaty of 1831, houses
were built for them, and they preferred to live in their 1odgo’s and to
put their horses into the houses, or let their traders occupy them.

In our efforts to civilize these” Indians very little assistance can be
obtained from those who have been residing in the vicinity of these
Indians, and making their living out of them, and who had ‘succeeded
at every treaty made with them by the government, except at the one
of 12th of May last year, to get large claims allowed. On the con-
trary, many of them have been doing everything in their power to
sow distrust among the Indians towards their officers and the policy
of the government, and to keep them from working as advised by the
agent and the farmer and carpenter.  Since the Indians are becoming
more eapable of doing business, and disinclined to be used as tools to
the iniquitons schemes of these traders and halt-breeds, they look
upon them with disgust and hatred, and injure them where they can;
and I. have often -wished that provisions ‘were made by law (;Iezil‘l):
applicable to this locality and to these cases, which would enable me
an:l‘lhe agent to effectually stop these machinations.

The Menomonees have been advised by me not to leave their reser-
vation to rove through the country for the purpose of fishing, hunting
and gathering rice, because it brings them in contact with whiskcy’
and other deteriorating influences, and most of them bring very littlo
rlfce]or game home; and because they, while Iying around the shops
‘tjhet ::):lc ]t-lliud‘l]ug \lwth't]lem,‘nre a great nnisance to the inhabitants of
o Ig orhood. Some few, who have not yet learned to under-
0 ud the importance of availing themselves of the facilities offered
“:enll to improve, arein the habit of. returning, from time to time, to

e lower Wolf river, where complaints are often made by the inha-
itants, to whom their presence is highly objectionable. I presume it
would bo proper for the State of Wisconsin to adopt laws more strictly
prohibiting the sale of spiritous liquors to the Indians, and restrain-
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ing theso strolling Menomonces, as well as the Pottowatomics and
Chippewas, who returned from their new home west of’ the Mississippi,
and are now roving about through the State.

In relation to the condition of the Oneida Indians, 1 had the honor
to report to you on the 14th of August last, giving a description of
the pernicious influences of their lumbering operations on many of
of this tribe, and of the neglected condition of many of their exten-
sive farms. I trust that the disposition of that report made by your
oftice will cause proper measures (o be instituted to put a stop to the
trade carried on by the people of Green Bay for the pine logs, lumber,
and shingles, cut and manufactured by these Indians. T have taken
every proper opportunity to impress u]mn the minds of their chicfs
the importance of dissuading their people from continuing occupations
s0 illy caleulated for their welfure and improvement, and they being
men of good judgment, admitted the correctness of my views; but it
scems that their tribal government is too weak, and their discipline
too loose, to give the chiefs xuflicient influence to prevent their young
men from continuing to cut pine and to manufacture shingles. The
price of pine is so high, and the market is so near, that the tempta-
tion is too strong; and thongh 1 will repeat these eflorts to dissuado
the Indians from continuing occupations ruinons to them, and from
neglecting farming, I cannot_expect to succeed fully, nnless at the
same time the purchase from the Indians of pine and shingles is dis
couraged. Unless such measures will soon be taken, ruin will be
brought by this trade upon a tribe which had advanced far in civiliza-
tion.

I have very little to add to the condensed statement of the affairs at
Stockbridge contained in my last annual report, and the opinion
expressed there in relation to measures to be taken for the benefit of
the Stockbridges and Munsces has not been changed. I had the honer
to state at length my objections to the treaty with the Stockbridges,
concluded on the first of June last, but I am not aware it they had
any weight in causing that treaty to be lnid aside. 1 presume that
an arrangement on a different basis will soon be authorized, and that
after so many unsuccessful attempts to ““cure the impracticabilities”
of legislation intended for the benefit of the Stockbridge Indians, these
difficulties will be settled without violating any legal and equitable
rights of the white settlers at Stockbridge; and that a home will b
provided for the Stockbridges and Munsces where they will resume
with good earnest their agricultural pursuits, .

I was sorry to notice that the bitter feeling existing at Stockbridge
between the whites and Indians, and caused by those unsettled aflairs,
extends to the neighboring town of Manchester, the home of the
Brothertons. In every other respect the Brothertons scem to live
comfortably and to enjoy all the rights and advantages of citizenship.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

FRANCIS HUEKBSCHMANN,
Superintendent.

Hon. Grorar W. MANYPENNY,
Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washinglon, D. C.
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No. 9.

MexoMoNEE Aakxcy, Keshena, Seplember 15, 1855,

Sm: In submitting this my first annual report, permit me to say
that, having discharged the duties of this ageney for few months only,
I am not able to furnish as full a statement of the present condition
and wants of the Indians as might have been expected from longer ex-
perienge. My entire time, since I entered upon the duties of this
agency, has been devoted to the discharge of my ofticial duties among
the Menomonees, who are at present making good progress in agricul-
ture, considering their past habits and the circumstances surrounding
them until the present season. 1 believe no well directed effort has
been made to instruet them in farming, and this year we were seriously
embarrassed by the want of proper feed for the teams, while preparing
land for spring crops; the hay stacked by the Indiuns was deficient
both in quality and quantity ; added to this, the corn and oats bought
for the use of the teams could not be brought up the river (owing to
obstructions by logs and rafts) until too late to be of much service for
spring ploughing, so that at least half’ of the cfliciency of our teams
was lost.  Notwithstanding this, about 300 acres were put in cultiva-
tion with corn, potatoes and oats, of which 200 acres were planted in
corn. "The potatoes are fair in quantity and of superior quality; the
corn promised fair until the 17th of August, when nearly all of it was
more or less injured by frost, some entirely destroyed. I think the
crop injured in value at least one-fourth, so that it will be necessary,
in order to protect them from suffering, to purchase some provisions
for distribution, or to deal out for labor, or, perliaps, in part for cach
purpose.  Much has been done this season in the way of clearing and
grubbing, towards preparing land for crops next year, and it is confi-
dently hoped that another year will show a very gratifying improve-
ment in the agricultural condition of the Indinns.  Their land is not
the best, yet improves by cultivation, and is no doubt capable of sus-
taining a population much larger than the present Menomonee nation.
The (hs]positlon of the Indians to labor, as well as capability as farm
hands, has improved very much this season. There is vo doubt but
the number of men among them capable of doing satisfactory service
in the field is at present twice as lnrge as it was last May. Oshkosh,
the head chief, (a pagan, and one of the most reluctant to adopt the
habits of ecivilization and industry,) said to me, since the annual pay-
ment, that he perceived those young men who labored through the
summer hod made their living, and now had their annuity money for
their winter support, while those who had not done so had run in
deb't to the amount of their annuity, and were now destitute; and that
he intended to call a council of his hand, and advise hig young men to
come into the policy of the government and be industrious.

There has not been as much improvement in their buildings as thero
otherwise would have been owing to tho difficulty of getting lumber,
bnt' that heing now obviated by having the mill in our possession,
Whl.ch is doing good business and turning out lumber cnough for all
their pressing wants, they are turning their attention to building
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houses, and many who wintered in bark lodges last winter will he able
to get into comfortable houses this fall,

The schools are exerting a salutary influence on the young, hut are
deprived of half their usefuluess by want of suitable xchool houses,
(one of which is in process of crection,) the buildings at present ocen-
pied nis such are both hoard shanties, uncomfortable and inconvenient,

The blacksmiths ave worthy and industrions men and vendering
satistictory service; the assistants are hoth Menomeonces and show 4
fair talent for the trade.

The tiomer, Mr. Heaton, is a young man of good character and
industrious habits, whose influence [ think will be good, hut has
unfortunately been unable to perform the dutics of his place for some
weeks past, by reason of a gevere attack of sickness, it is now so far
recovered that it is thought he will resume his duties in a few days,

Mr. Werdehoft, the carpenter, has discharged his daty to my entire
satistiction; the teacher’s house, now oceupied by Mrs. Dousman, the
agent’s hiouse and oflice, and the interpreter’s house, nearly completed
by Indian labor, speak well for his energy and skill as a master huilder
and for the aptness of the Indians for mechanism.

I enclose the annual report of the teachers of the male and temale
department. of the Menomonee school, and also the veport of the
teacher of the sewing school.

[ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient xervant,
BENJAMIN HUNKINS,
Indian Aqend.
Fraxcrs Heenzensasy, Fsq.,
Suprintendent Indion Affades, Milwaukic. 1Visconsin,

No. 10.

Kesunxy, Seplendies 1, 18535,
Str: I herein submit to you my annual report of the male depart-
ment, of the Menomonee school.  You are aware much has heen done
for the Menomonces the past year, in supplying them with farming
utensils and other inducements to labor as farmers and mechanics,
which they scemed to have appreciated, by their promptness to the
call of their agent and industrious application to labor. This new
field of action has so much attracted the attention of the tribe, that
they have in a degree neglected the schools; and our school houses,
at present, being but temporary shanties, very inconvenient and cold
in winter, therefore it cannot be expected that our schools have made
as much progress as they could have done under more favorable cir-
cumstances, Notwithstanding, I am happy in stating that the scholarg
have made much proficiency in learning the English languago an
clementary branches commonly taught in our district schools; an
hope, when our school houses arc completed, that the schools will bo
established on a more favorable basis, and more can be done for tho
improvement and welfare of these Indians.  Some of the scholars are
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now capable of reading plain print with facility, write legibly, and
compute figures suflicient for common business transactions. . I would
add, that for the past two years these people have progressed towards
civilized tife beyond my most sanguine nnlici]n\tinn? intemperance
and other vices are much less than formerly, and a disposition to he
industrions @reater.  The number of children that have attended
school, some o the time, dnring the past year, i seventy-five.
Yours, &e.. ’

. JOHN WILEY, Poacher.
Hon. BrNrasnx Husgisz, Aygend.

Kenrxa, September 1, 1855,

Sz 1 presemt the following as my report of the female school
under my charge,  The whole number of scholars, regular and
irregular, in attendance, s fifty-two:  for the nunber in recular
attendance 1 respecttully refer you to the monthly registers, B

The branches tansht have been spelling, reading, writing, arith-
metie, and weowrraphy.  They are progressing as fast as can he
expeeted, considerineg that we Tabored under some  disadvantaces -
for it is much (o be regvetted that parents too often take their children
from school to make them work in the field, and again, to make them
weave mats, whicl is an article of comfort to them and trale. These,
of comse, have not made such advances as might he expeeted.

Two days of the week are devoted to sewing and knitting.  They
take a peeuliar delight in all kinds of needle work, always manifostine
awillingness to do any kind of work required of them. "

I have in the school guite & number of small girls that promise well
and who are hoth industrions and studions,

Sn!cu my last report, five of the girls have left school, and have
married and are doing very well, 1 am happy to state—are good
housekeepers. having been” tanght the more substantial branches
of domestic work.,  The reeollection of having conduced to their
’lfl]\l'])ln('s.\‘, by so doing, will be to me a lasting reward.

ery respectfully,
ROSALIE DOUSMAN,
Teacher.
Hon. B. Huxkiss,
Indian Agyent.

No. 12.

Kesnexa, September 1, 1855.

Sir: 1 herewith present you the report of the industrial school
lll;der mny charge, and I am highly pleased at my success. The
tchool houso sometimes scems to us a perfeet bee-hive of industry;
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some are sewing, some knitting, all enjoying themselves, both
Christians and pagans, old and young, It principally the adults;
the idea was truly amusing to them. [ find no obstacle to stccess
arising from any inability on theiv part.  They are very ingenious
with the needle, and readily learn to make garments for the men, &e,

The tabular statement will show the number and different pieees of
work made in school since last November.

Respecttully, . B
JANE DOUSMAN,
Bevsayixy Huskixs, lsq.,
Indian Agent, Keshena, Wisconsin,

Statement showing the wumber and differcnl picees of work maele
industrial school + last November,

1

Number of pants for men,

for bovs,

Names of bands.

owns fur girls,

or ot

tmber o’ coats for boy«.
umber of pairn of mittens,

Number of pairs of stockings. |

Number of gowns for women.
Number of shirts for womnen,
o
fis

Number of coats for men.

Number of shirts for men,
Number of pants

Number of shirts tor boys.,

|
|
1
i

Oshkosh . vvevinnnioniosnes
Keehevao.oo
Canon,.eenvensns
Shon-no-nino .eeeses t :
Shaw-wa-na-pe-nan . P . { ..o 2 i eseeeyeees
La-inotte veeevnees 6 1 :
Pe-quali-ka-mh ...
Wan-ketchem..... . .
Akar-mott ..o . 7 f; H

11 154 i 42

No. 13,

Oxrrpa West MissioN, Auqgust 30, 1855,
Sr: I herewith submit to you my annual report for the year ending

with this date. .

I have used all the government funds (3160) and $50_upproprla!9d
by the missionary society in sustaining two schools in this part of the
nation; onc has been taught nine months and a half, and the other
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geven months, o:'u‘h six hours in a day and five days in 2 week, A
good degree of interest has heen manifested.  Ninely different native
clnl('ln-n l'lil\'l' :'li.luml(.-(l, bt the average attendance in the twe sehaols
has been but thirty-five, about an equal number of hoth sexcs.  Their
progress has beey as rapid as could be expeeted, considering that {hey
. ' 1 Y 1 H W "
are mu;;hi'm the English language, while but a fisv of them under
. v . . * N -
stand it "The principal Jabor of the teachers has heen liestowed in
teaching them to read, Lighit study arvithmetie, twelve write,  "The
interest on {l;«- S;lllgl(.'{'l of education is decidly advancing: and with
many a considerable anxicty is ifeste wepare for citizenshi
I ponsidcruhit anict, Js manifested to prepare for citizenship,
' SUob this part of the nation are devoting themselves o
agrieattwral pursnits, The followi il show in i g
« al pursnits, he tollowing will show the interest this vear
compared with the preceding: )

N34, No. ot

W
acres. 1855,

Cornoor maize.

B R T TR |11 B 7Y 11 PO,

a4 Qats
Fall and spring wheato.oovuuivn.... ].'ﬁ o

Potrtoes, vuveiivannn.,
Ryeooonvninnnnn,
Peas....

Beans ..

Buckwlheat, .
Mcadow..,,

Barley, ...

e eeiraaiia,
et esiese e,
Fall and spring wheat, .. ...,
seresieeieees 29 Potatues, ...,

Meadow oeonnan,.,

B Barley.ovonan..

Last yéar only nine acres of land were cle
35 we have he inety ithi
(1855) there have been ninety aeres eleared within: the same extent of
t(-f,:lll|»|'_\"-—tl'«;|11 the nation’s council-honse southw. st
ol‘Atll”-l" of the nation are engaged in lnmbering, greatly to the injury
the nation, as 'tho Imf}w 18 attended with mueh idleness and intem-
perance; and by it the pine timber is fast wasing away, while agri-
(-u}t‘uml pursuits are neglected. ) - "
. Ten of the youth of the nation have been e ceiving edneation in the
H \" » D ’ . -. \d > 3 N ’
]m'n nee Unl\o_n:ll) s supported partly by the government and partly
by benevolent Ir,u‘-mls. Their progress ha: heen respeelable in afl
mprovements.  They promise uselulness to the nation
" If some means eould be devised to divide:
{ ‘s 3T Q ” ! H
wnohllits, and .s'u”r_l_\ them generally” with the common schools. it
no:\l ‘lf-:l(';\]“.\' :tl(!ll ﬂu((‘.] their improvement in evory respeet ; as it is
", less than halt of the children ave withi enient distan
i | { ic children arve within convenient dist
the established schools. fistanes of
Al of which is respectfully submitted.
Yours, truly,

ared for erops,  This vear

this nation into convenient

C. . LATHROP,

. M. E. Missionary to Onei !
o8 i !
Hon, Dr, HuEsscimany, Y « Indians.

Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
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No. 14.

MINNESOTA SUPERINTENDENCY,
Lxeendive Office, St. Paul, October 31, 1855,

Sm: Mhe past year has nof been marked by any event connected
with Indinns affairs in this levritory of” such importance as to attract
more than the ordinary attention of the public or the oflicers in
charge of this branch of the publie service.

The fate freaties, made at Washington with the Chippewa and
Winnehago {ribes, during the last winter, have heen put in operation,
and the Winnebagos removed to their new home on the Blue Fath
with a very trifling expense, and in a quiet and orderly manner, by
their agent, Genernt Fleteher,  And, in obedicnce to your orders,
they have selected their location, designated their bonndary lines, and
commenced plonghing, planting, and building, and in all respects
show signg of contentment and ordinary prosperity.,

The people in the ueighhorhood of the Winnebago tribe ave much
dissatisfied with theiv new neighbors; but, as I have heretotore stated
ta your office all the material faets touching the subjeet, it is deemed
useless agnin to refer to them,

There has nothing ocenrved fouching the interest of the Chippewa
tribe that you are not familiar with, as most matters of interest have
heen conunected with the making and carrying out their Iate {reaties
made at Washington, .

The Rev. J. Lloyd Breck has been, and is now, eflfecting more for
the civilization of that tribe than has ever been done before, to my
knowledge or information, and it is hoped that he may he encouraged
and aided by the government, It is very desivable, in my judgment,
that your oftice should take steps to place n heavy proportion of the
school fund in his charge, and thus enable him to push forward the
goad work he has hegun, and in which he has heen so eminently sue-
cesstul,

The condition of the Sioux has heen greatly improved within the
past year. They are not yet, however, quite content to stay wnpon
their reserve; but this restless feeling is fast subsiding, owing to the
increasel agrienltural facilities on their veservation. A very largo
gquantity of ploughing and planting has been “done the past season,
and the erops have yiclded abundantly.  Their mills have heen com-
menced and are rapidly progressing towards completion.

The Sioux of Minunesota have been, and are now, peaccably disposed
towards the government, notwithstanding the lmsti]e attitude of some
of {heir tribe and kinsmen of the Missouri, the Platte, and the plains.
They scem to deprecate the conduct of their friends and earnestly ex-
press the hope that their Great Father will soon make peace wit

them. T have no reason to apprehend any difficulty with any of the
Minnesota bands while they receive their regular annuity of money,
goods, and provisions. At fivst it was thought prudent, after hearing
of Gieneral Harney’s battle with the Sioux on the Platte, to order that
the guns and ammunition due them for this year he withheld until
further orders from your office, and also to restrain the traders from
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’j\e}]'"{"_ th)cpf these articles; but finding that Major Day and Colonel
tl)OrC'”Hn e, Inle and present commanders of” Fort Ridgely, and
? mx.:i (t(')lll(,llm_od’ in the opinion that no diftienlty need l)(-npf}c)nzndccl
rom their receiving them, the order was, within a fow davs changed
F"l‘l tliey \]\'llll receive them accordingly, and this after "i .'!"”m’:lne(,
edge of all the tacts conneeted with thei ition aud tiom.
ol e v their conditin L dispositi
1 trust that it may prove safist: e uaud disposition,
: satislactory; as it is the resi ] i
_ that 3 ; ory, as s sult of that discre-
tion left to the commanding ofticer at Fort Ridwely, and m "~]t~”“le
the government, Y naeh By
In regard to the eav: [
| (l(' y 9 . . 3 Y, H
hetween the Sioux and (}]ﬁ|:‘1::;]\:'|lllqc itthi';th'éxll;s h(lm(l] gtmt‘l)g Drcamon S
en th X 4 8, 10s believed that the presence of
:Z\fdt;or;{)s lzllt(-l) (‘);llcrcd to Pembina will have a salut:n'\l' ofi'ort jlll(l){
0 ek ap the war parties that have kept t) o) n
romtion in ok b the war s that have kept the people on that
: cfarded the civilization of the tri
The ey e i x ; zation of the tribes themselves
gent e Sioux suggests the propriety of i "
the annual supply of t) ety istons {0 Do deliveat L o
mal s A te treaty provisions to he delivered at ihej
agency instead of at St. Panl, 1| is o M seemo tha rer
conc) . . 1t this course would seenr
tain and speedy delivery of i ies o el oo
s y of the said supplies at the ngeney
suggests that §1 50 per capita . oot ench o R
i a, about the pro vata share of cach of
upper bands, is suflicient to kee g : {time, twice i the
Fhper b y keep them but a short time, twice in the
{0‘.1:,:5: 1;1;(1)])'0‘1" t'n Ky t]n‘n.t. the contracts were made early in the spring
o diuc\ (ILﬁn(;i} of the Sioux supplics nt St. Paul at the carliest possi-
" adter the opening of navigati The :
) g avigation.  The contract for the trs
portation was made at the same th | jon con.
s ne, so that the tra tati
I : s 1 ¢ time, ransportation con-
‘oacf;:n Cl(lrff}l(!('l info Ixmd:q to receive {from the boats, store, and forward
P e n,,lcxlcg, the provisions immedintely upon. their arriva) at St
b ,”nm to complete their delivery by September 15.  But this is
deli:}c - If c}ontmcts are made 1:01‘ $5,000 worth of provisions to bo
ok ”l(‘( at t 1 ageney instead of at S?. Paul, the government would
o l’a:xrlef o;} tour thousand dollars now paid for transportation from
i 0 lle ageney, but the Indians would only receive abont one
mm_mm”x'nncn pll'll)\'ls‘l;)llS, and instead of getting 81 50 worth per
a, they would only receive from 80 [ i
nita, . A om 30 cents to $1 worth per capita
sq}:'!g]::(f"“h evidently be bad policy for the Indians. It \xl'ould ]))e‘:;
o & torr the government, but a positive loss to the Indians. ‘There
£ 04 v, . O0Q 1 H . y
ol ] 110)1'583;5::1:1;u;‘:1t ﬂglﬁts !)E\"(lent-y tobpny the upper Sioux 85,000
y L nnually, it is inctunbent on tl ’
T orth of ! ! ¥, it i ent on the government, as
fors ;‘:'ll(i c;z to' hfue A given point for the purchase and payment thrf-rm
ot o g )or\\‘mq from thence to the ageney at its own ‘oxpense asid
ot Iic lc:ost of the Indians. It would be greatly to the advantage
o (:’u_mns to have the government buy their provisions at St.
sit’nm""'mt 0, or Gialena, and then forward them to the agency
thoer il‘ I)]s" 10 Provistons are produced in the States below, and pur-
. tl I inols nml‘ Towa; thus the Indians have really to pay the
ol ,tort lﬂ ion from Gualena to St. Paul,  The transportafion from St
i gover’ |eln'genc.\: of the Sgou.\: and Winnebago goods and provisiom;
ibove ;10( In price and time of delivery by tho nmavigation of the
in evero a1, The present season has heen one of unusually low water
gt h,::spl::;etdofeﬂus Co;ll,llfl‘y. f.‘_\ml ove?' contractor with the govern-
very o i ¥
? Y effort to faithfully fulfill Lis engagement, so fuy
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as | hove hieen able to learn.  While upon this subject I bey leave fo
reeommend that your oftice, in view of the heavy expense inenrred
annually in forwarding Tndian supplics to the Winnebago aud Sidux
agencies from St Paul, ask Congress to upproprinte abont $50.000 for
construeling a road from same point on the Biy Nioux and Mendota
(government) road, rio Fovt Ridgetey to Red Woad and Yellow Med-
icine, the Sioux agencies.  Mhis wonld gveatly tacilitate the transpor-
tation af soldiers, munitions of war, amld supplivs to Fort Ridgely,
and a like advantage would acerue to the fndian Depavtment in for-
Iy trast that yen

warding Indinn snpplics to said posts, and | sincere

will Iny this matter before Congress at an enrly day, 1 need not dis-
cuss ity as a glance at the map and your knowledge of the anuual
expense amd ditticulty in torwarding the Tudian supplies will point

ouf the great necessity for such a road.

} bey leave, also, to nrge that asmall approprintion off §10,000 be
requested to make a road from Mankato, ov the neavest point from the
Winnebago ngeney, to the Big Sioux and Mendota (overnment) road,
say w distance of twelve or fifteen miles. At present, this last numed
distance is mostly through heavy timber and mitrshes or wet lands,
and, cousequently, at times utterly impassable s aml none so much

interested in making the ageney casily aceessible as (he government.
nyg constructed from

Phe distance from the governnment voad now bei
Menduta, on the Mississippi river, to the Big Sintex, on the Missourd, at
its nearest point from Fort Ridgely, is, perhaps, whaut torty-five miles
in the divection of St. Panl, entirely over prairie land, with frequently
wet and anarshy places, which, during noyainy season, render frans-
sortation by wagons ntterly impossible. The distance from rt
]Hdgdy to the Lower Stoux ngeney is twelve miles, and from thenee
to the Upper Sfoux ageney twenty-cigit miles,
Phese approprintions are so essentinlly pecessary that I sineerdy
trust that you will feel called upon to sivge them upon Conyress at an

carly day.
1 have the bonor to he your obedient servant,
W, A GORMAN,
Covernor and (o offivin Superinteadent Indian Afaivs,

Ton. (iro. W. MANYPENNY,
Commissioner of Indian Affaive Washington City, D. C.

Na. 1.

Citvrrwa Aokscy, Octolier 17, 1855.
nee strengthens the apinion formed during
Chippewas of the Mississipph
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the dress of the whites as a whole, while a still larger number have
in part,  T'his, fo me, is one of the most interesting teatures in theic
advancement towards civilization that has heen made since my resi-
dence among them, and it appears to me to he one which shonld he
fostered and enconrnged by the aoflicers of the government {o the
extent of their ability s my theory is, that no Tudian (or @ white man
cither) can ever labor to advantage, so Jong as one arm is required to
hold on 1o his Blanket; discarding the blanket, the arms and body
are frec, then oudy is the will required; with such examples ns thei
head chiet has given them, the ©witl” will wo! long be wanting.

As an encomragement to disenrd their own dress, care should be had
in selecting their goods for aunnity payments: to purchase such arti-
cles only as will he useful and attractives seleet their ealico of pleasing
putterns and fust colves, o enconvage the wearing of trocks and wash-
ing; give them finseys, flannel and stockings, rather than leggins
and stronding.  (ive me a suflicieney of linsey, calico and stockings,
and 1 will guarantee that in two years every woman in the tvibe will
discard the strond aud leggins ; shawls will then fake the place of
blankets, and the habits of civilized Yite will vapidly follow the chauge
of dress.  The men do not so readily adopt the custom of the whites,
but all to whom coals were given wear them, and appear to be proud
of them. Many of the Indians arc in the habit of waking conts of
their Dlankets. Were they furnished with the right kind of coats
they would be of daily use, 1l would soon take the place of the
blanket ; pants wounld follow, of course, and the revolution in dress
be complete.  To inswre the purchase of such kind of goods, particu-
Inrly in calico and linseys, as would be most pleasing to the Indian,
they should be purchased in open market. The traders pay less for

oods and generally get a better article than is furnished the Indians
‘by the contract system.

About a year since, as an inducement to the Indians to refrain from
their wandering life, I promised to all who would build themselves
houses and live in them, that I wounld give them cooking-stoves ; sev-
eral families have embraced my offer, and have very comfortable
Touses. I believe it my duty, as an agent of the government, to en-
brace every opportunity and offer all reasonable inducements to these
untutored creatures to advance them in civilization, to give up their
wandering habits, settle permanently somewhere, adopt. the vustom
and habits of some of their white neighbors, and to enltivate the soil.

Very many of the goods paid to the Indians at the late payment
were in o damaged condition.  Upon investigation, T beeame satisfled
that the goods were damaged before they reached St. Paul. As the
business is conducted, I am expected to receive or receipt for the gaods
at 8t. Paul, 1560 miles distant from my residence, the agency. Al
agent cannot always be present (I never have heen) when the goods
are landed at 8t Paul. “Again: when landed the outside of tho boxes
bales, &e., may look in good oxder, when the fact is, as in this st
they had been sonked ; the outside dry, but in the inside the goods
mildewed, rusty, spoiled, as was the case with some
presumed it was calico, as the packing list called for calico, hut the

figures were all sonked ont. I'had no resource hut to give it to the

of the calico—W¢

COMMISSIONER oF INDIAN AFPAIRS, 63

Indians, who ny '
8. ade w0 use of i, ]
clerk of the i ‘ . was mitch pleased tl » chi
o e ~:<l.'x'|::»l;:l.-l|]|ly)n().'lp,.\f'il),”('r;f \\';!‘S Present ‘;m.:!‘ .cu\s’|llftl|lc.ll(4r:,'(;:[c‘ef
' at ; AV be adopted to preve ] ) .
tre yit s plan I nwevent sueh e
. arionis eontraetene opted anuge in the
i | v : ade for the transvorfat; '
‘r::;:‘n:”:(l‘lt.‘u!»];;( ‘] ‘,|Ql,m.i.)m\.., to the plice of ‘h.”wr:’h:un]{:llhlnu]n) carnlg
' ‘ i iy know tHie
Gontrctr ”“: :;.-'»-‘1;-1' :l:ll tu‘lhv ;-l:u.'(- of destinafion, l:u.:n;il:u::l -“tlL
tor i""'"“l"'l‘lnti,,,z 't” ;v)u‘m,'l.w Propricts of havine bt one (wm'n:tr(T
on the Wiy (e o e place of :h‘.s'lrlhntfon. 1 coods are damage ‘)i
1wt sovernment will kndiw swhom to o i i
La l; mnages that may oceny ft omtomake good
itticulttics have ayis |
. # hay sen between the Mille 1ae i
|,,.L,,,‘.,, ,i,,g;,x‘.‘] in that country il Lac Indians and the hin-
Several years sinee, a any ]
across Ty e, :' (;u;z:nl».xyz‘\ engaged in Imabering erected a dam
this dam was built 1 | utlet of Mille Lue take; the land upon \'l" I
the wovernment., § wlonged to the government By the ]lt t‘ aty
e ’,l,"”“.ns :!:“l:; purtlp;l_w.m-n(' for the Inrge tract of Iamﬁ (q )l]lml:y
Mitte Lo ,((,.‘,;- (hu\::‘m !luur fractional townships around the oirl(ﬂ‘et Vl'
and the u:lmh‘v two ‘l:;(lhlsl]i;(-L) l,{‘hcs\e ']U“'“SMPS telule the da;:]
A ¥ two S beyond, At the mouth of the
wather mall lnkes, known as piee ficlds; from these fst e O"”(\t'me
gather from three to fiyve () shel e s the Indiang
o o (o oy o 1 ¢ thousand bushels of rice annually, wortl
by flooding these (f' .:l“;' per bushel. The maintaingnee of this d m,
destrovs l'l:nn I\;-T, ”1'(i'l’ ]s, lur“rmsxln;,; the waters in these unmll. lnll{!::,
. Vs “thirds to the whole of the op ¢ Indi o
frequently raise € e crop. The il
”w'l". t]'f‘o (llms(sl‘ the gates and let the water loﬂ' ‘II((-»Il:lndmt”? I]h“O
e ameas on their own land—land, theip 0 which the
goverument is just as firmly } T it s gyt h0 which tho
it i ‘.’“: lIx:)]'in y Jl)!ll}(ll to proteet as it is to pay them thei
n dians mainly depend i D i ‘
Sistone Y depend wpon this er Qs
the Imlimn;‘(l):"?! ‘,l-“,-luf-!cnwu! shauld e m:ul(,! by whichl : )\ou;]"l; t‘s‘"b;'
el sul)jc(-!. | ,\\'“IlL" own land shonld e respected.  In cnnno\'ilcri;\ b't(;
the Indians Ly tlu-i:_(.)‘}';l.”{’_ ”'-‘ff the various reservations ;'lltll';lllfL:O‘(‘llt:
marked e ate treaty shonld be surveyed, and the bonndari s
are cons gration to thix whole territory is very ponf - hites
constantly trespassing upon these reservat] Iy great 5 the whites
SOll!‘(?e]()I P ~e reservations, which is o fruitfyl
sarly in ) T e
oot of i»rcuki]:](:rSf:::::])sw«:nI!()‘ll!(;([]'i‘iOIIII‘ excellency’s attention to the sith
d \ s on the Mille Lace reservalti ) onal
inspectin ¢ ¥ : Ae reservation,  From S
to Sas pu)r u{:l;»lg(;(tl ',]l-.lf the work could not be done for les: fll))(;;;:(ggl(;
notiead L ud\'or;iqcmtj\(l:("g !x.ofu'zly timbered, but excellent land K I
heard nothing. e lnl(l;izll!‘llsug proposals, sinee which time I have
; Jot] . : 8 are very anxious the st i
n (';(‘u “lt‘nf.\' should be carried out, s that the stipulations
eorret voyry . ;e
“‘“""c“‘t'quz.gf';fd"t',"d'. .l}lmt the Iml}uns at their last couneil, after pay
next year's '"Hmit,ic s Nlml to be discontinued, and the moey ke )It)‘fbx-‘
a5 T bt e R(W(:b‘] Ircgret this action on the part of the Ind'innq
the expontitns, Rev. J. ]m.\d Breek was doing more good to them in
diture of e 10 0" ! te school money than can be done by the expen-
the Tndigny o " (0'_\ 1;) any other way,  Mr. Breck is certainly (I(l)inrv
on s “mcl bo?i‘l tlm)r_x any man T ever knew or lieard of that has
among s, thlllt o lm Pillngers desire that if a school is established
e Rev. J. Loyd Breck may have charge of it A




A

CLLO900JHYT

e O g oo ) ST (VS sy Tt Pty

PPAE® b ey

R o ol d st o s s,

&_m.._.‘q

o o s o

REPORT OF THE

The Pillager and Take Winnibigoshish bands were much pleased
at the quantity and vaviety of goods given them at their annuity
payment. I think it a fortunate circumstance that the instructions to
divide the payment was received too Iate for action, and all the goods
and money paid to them at the same time.  Previous to the return of
the chiefs from Washington, last spring, some fiendish parties
poisoned the minds of the Indians against {he treaty, telling them
that their lands had been sold for a song and perhaps three bits in
money ; 50 much confidence did this suspicious people place in the
authors of this report that they broke into the store of George Bungo,
a half-breed trader, and stripped il of its contents and threatened his
life, killed the horse of another half-hreed, giving as a reason that
those partics were friendly to the treaty, and had assisted the chicefs
from Leech Lake to Crow Wing on their way to Washington.  After
the return of the chiefs, and the provisions of the treaty had been
expluined to them, so suspicious are they, and prone to receive the
counsels of the evil disposed, that they sought the lives of the chiefs;
and, even after the goods had been received at the agencey, not aware
of the quantity which cach would receive, they were loud in their
demonstrations—so much so that I was obliged to send to .Iort
Ripley for a guard, fearing an outbreak. In the last instance they
were 1ustigated and enconraged by the counsels of one James Panner,
a halt-breed, who manages to gull the good people of New York and
Boston out of a livelihood, under pretence of being a Christian
teacher; as soon as he was arrested and removed to the fort, (he had
previously been removed from the Indian conntry, Sault Ste. Marie,)
they beenme more quiet,  When the goods were divided among them,
the quantity was so much greater than they had any idea of) that
they, to a man, gave up their opposition, oxpressed great regret at
the course pursued, and promised good behavior for the future, and
offered as an excuse that they had bheen influenced by bhad men, not
the least of whom was the man before named,

The Pillager and Lake Winnebigoshish bands have made, by treaty
with the government, provision tor the breaking of lands and the em-
ployment of lahorers to assist them in its cultivation, consequently the
presence of the agent is required among them. The Mississippi In-
dians have dispensed with all their employés, hence there is no neces-
sity of the agent remaining at Crow Wing. I suggest, therefore, to
the department that the agency dwelling be built at Leech Take, tis
there where the payments will he made to the Pillager and Lake
Winnebigoshish bands ; ’tis there, too, where the store-house, council-
house, and office must be erected, hence the most suitable place for un
agency dwelling ; ’tis, too, the most central reservation.

The buildings above mentioned should be built carly in the coming
spring, to be ready for the next payment, "These buildings will, ot
necessity, in this far off country, be built of logs, which should be got
out during the winter and hauled where required, as it can be dono
much cheaper then than in the summer; in the spring it will be al-
most impossible to procure them.

A mistake was made in *he wording of the late freaty with regard
to the reservation at Cass Lake. The Indians were promised the Jand

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

;)Ift]ut)‘r(]l?resent g;n'dcns. "l'hc'trcn(y reads cast instead of west, which
h)}:m;.sl e (mlt 1¢ opposite side of the lake. | sugaest that the mis
"3, 3, N ) o
ta ﬁn ‘)°‘?f"ff'_c:.u - The Indinns ure much concerned at this mistake
8 e reservation, as per treaty as it now stands, is a lnrge sw )
not capable of enltivation or drainage ’ D
7 L T . . 3 N v
N()Ant-e?ctrt\e:ltiln‘:l” lake tlm]l ¢ ltﬂ Q hl:uul of about three hundred Indians
SeI'Y. was made for these Indiang isi - for
o re \ the: 8, or provision made for
ll::)t;.ll]l{cu{;\(’ :nl"_‘l 0: enlltlo‘;'nwut of laborers, 1'he ch!cl' of this bvndb \\f'i(::
, ashington, perhaps that was the y is hai
rhaps - was the reason why hig } :
forgotten. A reserve i olicy, na 1 s
. servation is due them ; and as the 150l
bothre remariagServation » andt as the policy, as [ have
» of confining them to small reservati i isi
s servations is pr g
fo much g,;();o«l, I suggest that u reservation cquulmt:) ltlln(;g: l]:lI’])(l: ]::;;lt::g
be given them and provision made for i wtily of
o o e 1 h made for brenking « small quantity of
nd, ] nployment of one laborer for a short period )
td * ;
into(;']?o nct(l)[l)l]l)lstlt)n lll‘lf(')llll ttlhe department that less whiskey was brought
Yy during the payment just mad Cany i
t 1 ) s ¢ than at any prev
into : . ! Y previous
doﬁl:]l?if ! hm(i- hf'on‘ in the country, notwithstanding that H{crc was
¢ the number of Indians present. o this result the troops sent
i N H . !
;3)(:“(;11“::‘)_:5"110(1uestt, !;) 2\[(}1_]01' Patten, commandin. Iort Ripley, in a
; asure contributed,  On this, a for ions, Maj
Fatten ooyt g 5, 5 on former oceasions, Major
Y responded to my request for ai ,
v A ) st tor aid, and has rendered
me material assistance in the di o my dhutios e, e
S8 te discharge of my 5 s
C ] Jass R ny duties as agent,
varlirﬁs'r;?)](';i cﬂu;c!;ml .mcmlsl of preventing war parties between the
s an trihes is to bring them under
] e, to « cr control of the govern-
!Cn]?ln)t E)\ means of annnities,  Hitherto the war parties nmff;lg the
Bim[‘ptc]\\ as ‘ngn:nstlthc Sionx have heen headed by the Pillagers; but
¢ their freaty they have sent no The : n but
it A se ic out.  There has heen )
: y ' ! . s it one
i;‘l:lllhl(()z:}{ :::;(Lloll:.”\\lx'ls] (:mnpo.&ed,oi Red Lake Indians, and they returned
omphishing anything.,  The recent treatios nt >0l
and Washinrinyoh g an g. Th it treaties at Lia Point
s xtinguished the Indian title
tvcer Tonbe St ! an title to all the conntry be-
cerior, Red river, and the British 1i; ;
try claimed 1 | )i ¢ british line, except the coun-
) ¥ the Red Lake and Bois [for i
Fortes claim {1 ! Lak ois Porte Indinns, The Boj
: ¥ that a portion of theiy i '

) ir lands were reaties ;
bl meithen (e portion Py s ere ceded in both treatics ;
L ppewas of Mississippi or Pillager bands 1

I 1ght to participate in the annnities, '
?ml war are likely to be the result.,
Oljlll’“] his way into theiv country.

ermit me to suggest that it w

: S 1 ant:
ment to oxﬁllquis]ﬁ’hc ln(li-ullt 1‘:10!‘(:](([ htl; st lll(l‘l;‘lt'lg: treuty Bovert-
vhere ne wlingnish : o these lands. A treaty ean no-
\ s well ar advantageous to hotl i !
v ade as v tlageonus to both parties as at \Wash-
oml"‘[{n.lf(om!””((l as the Indians would be by ovil disposed men
espectfully, yonr obedient servant, ’ '
D. B. HERRIMAN,
Indian Agent.

) "ceognize
i Jealousies, bickerings,
I'he Tumberman has already

Hig Excellency W, A, GonMaN,
Superintendent Indian Afairs,

St. Paul, Minnesota Lerritory.
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my charge, and in whose welfare | feel a solicitude, I turn to consider
No, 16, thf}i‘;- p{(\*.:_cnt Irfondilion und doings, ’ T
v v S C 1 s 10 Winnebagos have snfiered eonsiderably frong sick s since they
WixNepada ;\(:r.\m., Sepdember 13, 1855, removed here—this is net attributed fo ‘”"3 :"'(il'l'I:l;l(le:(lli? i:'ailt:;»{']i:t)r
Sz Tnoveporting the condition of the Tudians wder my "h‘"'g?’l cough was prevalent among them hefore they left their former Iu!mv;3
vegret to say that they have heeome an clement in the political excite- the exposure consequent on’ their removal, and the want of comforta.
ments of the day, or rather are bronght n'\\nﬂ.w excitement ot vlcclun!s ble (lwcl!mgs on their arvival at their pow home, aggravated the dis-
in this Tervitovy, and it legitimately so, it might be proper that, their (‘ﬂst‘,ﬂ,)'hl{f‘l has proved fatal to many of their (:hild?on: the health of
agent should define their p:..siti(m, and sp'uuk of t_h.cn' present and lh'() tribe is now vnproving,  Most of the fumilies are now gathering
prospective influence in - territorinl and wationad affairs 5 but ax their wild rice, of which there is an abundant crop. Their evop on ploughed
comiexion with the movements of politicians is without lho.n'. own land this season eonsists of patatoes, rifabagas, and turnips hb‘i\'
consent, 1 will only express the hope that the good sense and fivirness hundred acres of praivie have heen plonghed for them during tll;(; sum-
of' their white hrethren will protect them from (‘hc consequences of an mer past, and probably over one hindred acres have heen plonghed
excitement as prejudicial fo their intevest as it is forcign to theie on the reservation by resident claimants, Suflicient hay has heen
wishes. made to subsist the stock during the ensuine winter also several
The Winnebagoes ave gaod judges of land; they ]Ill\vc.()\\'n(‘(]‘ﬂll(l thousand yails and some fence have been made,  The balance o the
occupied some of the best traets of cmm(r:\' now mcllulc(l‘ m.the State ao:lson'\\'ll]‘lm chuk-d pl‘incipn”y to the creetion of bnil(lings and in
of Wisconsin, Hinois, and Towa, some of which tl'w): left with reluc- prfxmrmg 1:))' winter,
tance, and were obtained from them with great difliculty, and after map of the reservation, showing the location of improvements now
repeated attempts at negotintion,  The sclection of their late home, ll)l}(‘l(',]s lmro\\'l_th transmitted.
north of the Watab, they allege was not made in accordance with the The agency is at present, for convenience, temporarily located on
wishes of n majority of their tribe, and they vepeatedly solicited to fhe Le Seéur river, ten miles from Mankate, A road is now bejne
exchange it for a home with which they could all be satisfied. In made from this place to fnterseet the government road from the Mis-
1868 permission was granted, and a treaty was ncgu(mtcd giving them SISSIppi o the month of the Bix Sioux. A liberal appropriation n
a tract of country which they desived on Crow river, on \\"hlch tract, respectfully solicited from Congress af the next session tor the ,m.'_
at the time said irvnt.\' wus made, not a single w_hih- family resided. pose of muking n road from the Winnebago ageney to liw Minne!com
Against this treaty a clymor, originnting from motives and movewents tiver, ) S
forcign to the inte@st of the Indians, the territory and the govern- This reservation has a rich soil and is well watered, but is not, as
ment was raised, which vesulted in its rejection. By the treaty of the zome re wesented, the hest and maost desiralle portion of A‘Ii"”l‘q(’ltll.
27th of Februnary Jast these Indians exchanged their said country The prairie, in some parts of it, is too wet for cultivation and tlwtixAnhm:
north of the Watah tor a heme of theiv own selection on the .muo generally is of an inforior quality.  As respects sulwes,tinus in regard
Earth, with which they are all well pleased, and where, i pcrlmti.od }0 ].m\‘s and l_‘('gulnlions proper to he 05'?1’)“."!(’(le"' the honcfis o
quietly to ranain, they will, with proper management, uud(‘-r.thc pro- ndiang, I helieve that little weight ix attached fo {he opinions of
visions of the said {reaty, soon bhrcome wn industrious, thriving, and gents, still 1 heg Jeave again respectfully to sugwest, as the resnli
happy people. By the operntion of this freaty some twelve or hﬂ_c.m{ r»lt my observation during cight years' residence "';'-“I'ﬂ"é Endians. {lnt
resident citizens, apart off whom are single men, \'\'l“ he dispossesset ]tlt‘ll‘ Interests \v.nuld be consulted by some materind alteration i;l the
(not neeessarily without remuneration) 91' their claiins ;. on only three Jaw and ):(-gu.!ulmns governing tiade amonyg them ; if the present law
or four of which improvements of considerable value had heen made ils main features, is continued jn faree, it should at least he so
at the time said treaty was coneluded, and the yeservation solv‘ctt‘ll- amended ns o give agents anthority to direct what kind and « "ﬂ“i\'
IFor these improvements n fair compensation has heen, offered on of gonds shall he furnished by traders finr the tribe or tribes illl their
behalf of the Indians.  Still an in.(hgnntmn meeting was held, {‘: chavge, nnd 1o l'mvc supervision over the trade so far as necessary fo
petition to the President has een signed, amd movements are lfm.rg E'rot‘o_ct the Indinns from extortion. The action of the agents wonld
made, the object of all which is to oust these Indians from tllm!' d ‘-llt.\  this as In all other matters, be subject to the supervision of his’:
purchased home, and move them, of conrse, l". some seet ton of country Siperior ﬂf'\l('ors. The Indian trade is o monopoly for which no equiv-
undesivable and unfit for the residence of white men,  The tendency 8lent is paid to the government or the Indinns, fo say nothing of the
of all these movements is to discourage industry among }lm Indians, f'"fbﬂl‘msm_ncnl unfairly encountered by the departinent whonnits l""“
by cansing them to apprehend that they will not he p(‘l'ml'll('l_l !ong“‘O ;c,\'tom{rds the Indians comes in contact with the inferest of {ho tradons
remain here, and that consequently they will not be individually Is belicved that profection to morals is sellom afforded, or pcvunim‘\!
benefitted by Inhor and enterprize in making i1|)|wm"c||\(~|\ls. . . Mvantage secured to the Indians by the operation ol'tlm’]iconsn law.
Irom the consideration of a prospeet 5o gloomy for the Indians in Y Wiy of illustration, I will state thaf the Indinns here pay their
- taders af the rate of forty dollars per barrel for pork, seventeen
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dollavs per barrel for flour, and twenty-five cents per Yound for
brown sugar; while at Mankate, two miles from here, awd but three
miles north of the veservation, pork conld he hald for twenty-five
dollars per bavrel, flonr for sevenicen dollars per barrel, and sugar
for twelve and a half cents per pound.  For dry goods and fancy
articles the Indians usually pay lavge profits, much Inrger than
country merchants charge their customers; aud when it is taken into
consideration that this tribe now use many artieles of dry gqods, as
well as groceries, in common use in eivilized lite, it witl be scen that
the tax they anunally pay for the support of u licensed monopoly is
fur from inconsidernbie,

Indinns should he kept, as much as possible, within their treaty
limits; proper regulatinns concerning trade with them wonld have a
tendeney to effeet this, aud at the same time secure to them all the
advautages they could desive hy going out of their country to trade,
(toods can he turnished them on as reasonable tervmy in their own
country as elsewhere,

[t would be a great saving to this tribe ift o pact of their money
annuity was expended by the department in the purchase of snitable
and necessary articles of merehpndise for them; but to this they have
uniformly ohjected, the traders having it in theiv power, by presents
to the chiefs and braves, for which the tribe eventunlly pay dear, to
control this matter.

At the annuity payment in July Iast, 1,785 of the tribe were
present, including some 208 who removed here from Root viver, in
the sonth part of this Perritory, A delegation is now on n visit b
them of the tribe who are living sonthwest of the Missouri viver, the
abject heing to persuade them to join the main hody of the tribie here.

Sinee theiv removal to this reservation, these Indinns have con-
ducted themselves well: they have been temperate, and consequently
have lived quietly among themselves and peaseably with their
neighbors,

Letters intended for persons residing here shonld be nddressed to
the Winnebago Ageney, via Mankate, Blne Farth county, Minnesofa
Tervitory.

Bespeetfully submitted.

J. R PLETCHER,
Incian Ayenl.

His Excelleney WO AL Gonyay,
Gov, aneld Sup’lof Indiem Affaivs. St. Pand.

No. 17.
Stoux Aurxey, Seplember 22, 1835.

Sm: 1 have still to regret that part of the Medawankantoan and
the whole of the Wahpekuti bands have failed to pertorm th(ﬂj

promise to come on to the reserve, althongh an ample amount of lan{

was ready for them, as must be obvious from the faet that 100 acres 0
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the fand ploushoed j 35
; ghed i 18520 and 130 ’
54 ronial 2 30 acres i
ls;f;iy remained unplanted this season o of the Jand ploughed in
i sume complaint mast. ), of
st-he made of those Sy
who lave hoompluint mas tese wisetons and Walpe
who Hisvtm:: ”u:l«(l( a\tc'lt;mul to plant below the reserve, ’l'!.L:‘[)z{:(I,r’\")?
e sy ahpetons, however, 1 cannot ! D com
prant, as we had nof suflicient f ) Uiy oo ! o=
M el e vt e ]mvin:rul;:ill hlnt'ms u|;("n('d ;«) fiecommodate them
broken ondy 63 o & htted to perfiomr his eontrae
bo in (h(-‘:-){;n‘:';)ll.(~:fh mstead of 500 above Yollow \]v(livil‘l:")ﬂ;“j‘lmﬁ
hands nl'.{hu( 1!:1'1)-.:,‘,,.‘;,"'1}'l":'}"" ,\'L;:;r.‘ unless you allow e to) pln,cv h': ;[llxc
th y g this winter the plo 5, OXE
?':? nthv“ supplics necessary (o connenee in'l‘l:‘g;lr: e i “f‘l}{'mb‘,
oree, and in (ine to vl 1 i e spring in suftic
orce, tine to eniuble the Tydians {o plant t) or !h”em
S st Plant on the breakine the
The reports of My, Py I H
N Rubm!lsm;, ’;”.“1':,.'. '"l'f:bll'l;]l(‘, ‘f"l!ru’wr foor ”lw Medawnkantonns, ana
) Crtson or i » oisetons and \Wal :
e it | | 3 ahpetons, s :
IIUIl lo\'l]: 'ﬁu,"““”” of the alliirs of the Indisus on lﬂ ‘ ""\i g ?h"“ ¥
'”( l', ﬁi),m, general observations th yeserves, and |
1S Hand wow broken fop M
sl mnplymsu:));“,'I‘f notor the Mednwalnntonns antl Wahpekutis
particulanly whet ](]l'v'-” for the “support of all ihe cight ))'L\I s,
farms,  "Mhhis "] 'r"; tions e made to it in the form of sepy ' f,
apencel for '\:i\",‘::.“ s heen hewun this stason.  Farms lr.u'f»,;::"wo
Dt (e (‘\..‘{m pl-N')l']‘"l Mgdmv:lkunhmn.x:. and | ('nn{idcnll\l' ex :Lut‘
'\ e IJ ¢ WIHEbe followed by many more i the spring. et
Siscton ol Wathwsaton, 1ane, kTG0 NP Robertson i the
) ahypy eserve, the Indinn i
ence his own far ¢ the tndinn in cach case aereel
fas T ;ﬂ:,.-::l]'y“;, ‘tthml build o Iug. honse adjoining, lgi"II;’Li(fJ:)
lateness of the ”'l"‘h‘l:lll”;::I:)(:m"'-' and six more are demanded, bt the
rine. ithes atimprudent to break the land before
The S
hetons and W, *tons
Motighol -t ¥‘l\l nhpcton;s' h:w(_\ about 165 acres in all
the st ! ¢ \(' ow Medicine viver, hesides the 30 aeres fo
i wie foaement. plough was sent up to Big Stoy hon
4 found thatl no cont e £ Stone lake, when
30 nerc e o con tactor conld he got to go there, and abont
o b | (dl np}nwl”thew. but this, 1 hope, is only an carnest
! S e done for those Indiangs | pri No strange
Qn b expeeted to go there excent oy the spring. No stranger
g s o re except at a very exorbitang price, and |
before agreed N mu”:t‘-““ Ay reason for deviating from e plan
flf]‘10||,f.':l;s,'(.\-(‘f, ‘\.,T,s ;n,u”p_rvsvlu establishment, with the addition
] Xen, < FOY ThIS express service. ju s i
Mish i work. oy o I.I, express service, is suflicient to accom-
reseuted o oz i venter, and again this spring, Mr. Robertson
i, oo ;”u.\t ton far tl_w heeessary mterial to do the work 1;"1[
¥ Which 5 way l{;l lfmvi lnid hetore you an estimate and ('.'xlcu);ltinn
L uhsn]‘u'h;s)y(m 0 that this plan must he the most economieal
owed the g xlotic*.sa;ll"s' that another blacksinjth should be
5 large that flu,-f :.’”’;{ Wahpeons.  The number ol these Indians ig
sy m.i‘n"\or cannot be done by one smith. Besides, when
Spring l’lﬁll'}hir "l,,,} and after they nre opened, during the .t;mo of
g wghig, the necessary repairs require ‘ork of
il e s the ne pairs require the work of a bluck-
e . 1 Sto.m)]]‘:;{pom)n sht(;p must he erected near the intended
Urins ¢ 3 e, wihiere the smith would find ful) o g
& the summer.  Ip the fail he migl oy mont
e might remove to the Yellow
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Medicine, and work in the shop there, manufactiving rat and fis)h
spears, traps, axes, hoes, &e., n}wuys required by the Indians in the
spring, anld of whieh they never have a suflicient supply,

In my st year’s veport 1 took the liberty of making some sngues.
tions as to putting an end ta the wars hetween these people and their
enemies. The work ol destruction still goes on, I'he Rionx had
remained peaceable during the stmer, most of’ them attending to
their fickls,  One band, in particular, had planted lareely above
Lae qui Parle,  \Whilst absent from their village, the chiel and
some of the prineipal men, at St. Paul, to visit the superintendent,
the women and ehildven ont on the prairvies gathering turnips for
food, a large war party of Chippewas eame (o the village, and,
finding no vietim for the sealping knite, destroyed much of the erop
of corn, most of the Lark houses, and all the kettles, axes, and other
implements, they could find,  This led (contravy to my urgent
request) to a war party of vetaliation, when two Chippewas wern
killed. :

A new field has been found on the Missouri, and the lower Sionx
have commenced the husiness of horse-stealing from the Omahas and
Pawnees and the settlers on the frontier near the mouth of the Big
Sioux. Their last expedition has heen an unsuceessful one, anil has
resulted in the death of several of the Sionx. I trust this may stay
them from further excursions of a like kind.  Affairs of this nature

show more strongly the nccessity of some action of Congress. 1Itis
imperionsly called for by the térms of the last treaty, and as war has
an obvious tendeney to retard the civilization of the Indians, 1 sin-

cerely trust something will be done in the next session.

I have not met with one case of drunkenness among these Indiang,
and feel very happy that, with their many fanlts, they appear to have
in a great measure shaken oft their propensity to the use of liquor.
It is certninly not that they canuot obtain it, for there are still many
white men disposed to incur every risk to supply them, if there were
not an unwillingness to buy.  Last winter [suspected two half-breeds,
who were passing Shakapee, and followed them, found two kegs of
whiskey and immediately destroyed it. T should have proceeded to
size the sleigh and oxen and take legal proceedings against them,
but the men are poor with families dependent on ther, and they av
sured me they had been hired to carry the whiskey to a tavern keepit
in Traverse des Sioux, and that it was not intended for sale to Indians.

I enclose the school reports of' the missionaries on this reserve #
also the report of the physician, )

I have again to remark that 1 am siill withont any house to reside
in at the agency. T am at present indebted to the hespitality of Dr.
Daniels for the accommodation of a room in his hause.

It is unfortunate that the supplies for this place, ns well as the
Indian annuity goods aud provisions, are contracted for to
delivered ot St. Paul. This year’s annnity goods and provision ar
still undelivered, and the time fixed by your contract is expirved.
is impossible they can now he got'up in time for the payment, late 88
it is. If the contract were made enrly in spring for delivery av
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inspection ab the ageney and Y. ici
seney and Yellow Medicine, ay 1 as
yeﬂ\r, we should have the whole here in goad time, rsgested Jast
0 L,: ‘ part ({f H;c Medawakantoans having lately requested 1o he paid
d: ,lt:‘tm)ll:lzl 1» .lll“jvc‘}!rl.y, lias led to the same heing fixed by the
n:;];;)’;“ 01” ‘)t) tt)hg Sisetons and Wahpatons,  These veople aro so
crous that their money annuity i : ‘
L A unounts to about §10 each
9 3 H v 0 > 3 et * ~ ' ) n (
(‘]‘i]\l-ic:llod$ )n,,?lﬂg worth o’t 01{;100\ iIston and §5,000 worth of good; tv.l:(l)
oy near 4, persons, it js :
I sons 5 clear that they ;
advantageously bo ealled in twice fron i 150 milen.
Yy be t twice from a dista f b i
Mhoro o onsty be call stance of 100 to 150 wmiles
3 season of the year when they i )
1o ye ey can he required to come to
:))130,]{:‘:’;;"0{;),‘:1:,'h;';“t u’u,r,r]ccl.mg tlhclz' crops, unless it be in the month
» When they have just done hoeine thejy '
QoiLy, v : ] & their corn, or the end of
September, afte : ¢ rvested i ’
]nt!or nhar, it,‘«lli(‘l:'c(:lt‘]thi?;:‘t1)1:2"2‘.?“!“1 n'. To delay the payment
: !  oisetons to veturn {o their homey
tho cold weather is seb § : ven canmot tagvat
! s seb iny and the women and chil )
pho cold ther is s r a4 children cannot travel
hout much sulfering.  Add to this that the annual ‘allow. for
provision (only about 31 50 per head) will not furnj Lions fon
them twice in the year, % fmish vations for
he roline :
smlt(‘:;;(_‘;"tto E{;::ﬂ]mu;te ¢}md cn\)‘l Ilmrtlcnlm' pttention to A, Robertson’s
h - about schools,  Nothing ean be e injuri '
Tdinng then o fs ¢ more mjnrious to the
ans alowi ¢ i ' e \ armi
fund. Mhey used the expenditure of {he siesc oi1o0) 08 fitiing
. Whey | x> ¢ ot the whole of these funds, ]
w(il:)(; Lx‘lf,(i‘ 1'msnn'.tn believe the Indians have already heen tampered
pa)'n’mml :]:);r ]sullrJ;(ux)o:nbex' old Ttewakingan, at "the council last
Wity Sad e did not want schools, and wisher > y )
I)ﬂif-l in the Indians” own hands. ’ hel the money to be
Wi"llrtu\]llo)::)ylul:‘l':: o.\'pc'rien(l’ct;n' Indians and of those best acquainted
hem, convinced that, if allowed to ac ] i
i civilizing famn ! y | ! acenmulate, education
: . 5 are a positive hindrane he welf; f
g civi u ’ ance to the welfare of the
h':;)s, ’I‘U)‘ll 50 it has heen proved umilder the treaty of 1837 )
inlnlc-d)ienrtocﬂlvet:)l‘(m ;:arnostl_y but respectfully entreat that steps bo
) ten for e g . Y
eor ommencing manual Iabor schools for both
I hav \ i
ave the honor to be, sir, Yours, very respectfully,
R. G. MURPNY,

f e Indiar g
His Excellency Governor W, A, tiorRMAY, tAgent,

e R .
Superintendent of Indian Apairs.

No. 18.

Sm: A ver Hazerwoon, Mixxtsors, September 30, 1855.
e q]"i Pn.:‘,“:?( ﬂﬁu’f:tim'n the present date I removed my family from
onr house, whi :‘) ‘f”‘ w oad, aud Iwo \\'eck‘s after we took possession of
not i ;iluul'b ! x:us still unfinished, For want of room we were
employed AL Iu)lll" o\ﬁlnrf n school immediately ; but in November I
mo after the roturn g[-t?]“ to teach during the winter., Tor a short
turnot the Indians from Redwood, he taught Dakotah
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school in the morning and Fnglish in the afternoon.  Bat the attend-
ance in the morning did not_justify the keeping up of the school; ae
cordingly it was dropped.  "The Euglish N('!mnl he continued to teach
until May last, with an average attendnnee of ten scholars, n part of
them owr own children,  Sinee that time we have kept up the sehool
for three and a halt months,

Avrangements were made last stummer, by the Pradentinl Commitico
of the A, B. €, 1", M, to establish a bonrding sehon) tir givts nt this
dace,  The building for that purpose is now ervected, and 1 hope will
L\- so fur completed as to be ocenpied this fall.  During the year wo
have had four bonrding scholars, two givls and fwa boys,  In nmonth
or so | trust we shall be able to tnke six or cight more givls, a part of
this number are already engaged.

‘T'o enable us to put up our own buildings, and also to help the Dakotah
yvoung men, who had arranged to settle arround us; to build better
houses, the committee furnished us with a cirenlar saw-mill, whick
went into opevation the tivst of December lnst,  As is usually the
case with averything that breaks in upon our preconceived ideas of
things, the saw-mill et with considerable opposition on the part
of the Dakotahs, [t would xoon use up all their timber, they said, but
it is nevertheless proving itself to he o civilizer.  We have furnished

gratuitously floors for nine log cabins, hesides enabling the younyg men
to purchase several thousand feet more at the bave cost of sawing, A
desire too has heen excited for frame houses,  Simon Anawangmani
has now o neat trame 24 by 16 feet, nnd ten feet high, giving him

storage and sleeping room up stairs.  T'he sills and sleepers he hewed,
shaved the shingles, and dug the cellae himselt,  1he window sash,
glass and nailg, (for the most part,) were furnished him by government,
throngh the kindnessof Mv. Roliertson.  ‘I'he honse is vet unfinished,
but he expeets ta put it in u state to ocenpy this winter.  Some four
others are making their calenlations to lmi{d frame hauses next season,
T'he fields of three acres cach, broke up by Mr. Robertsou, tor seven
young men, in the immediate neighborhood of this station, will Tam
rersuaded, together with their now comfortable residences, have an
mfluence tor good on this people.  They are sigos of progress.  1tis
the devclopmient of individuals: subtracting them from the mass
and making them feel that they are men. 'P'his is an important step.
It indicates too the direction in which there is still hope for the
Dakotahs.

We have in the process of ercction a small church building, whick
we hope to complete this winter, "o this object onr Dakotah young
men have subsceribed §175, which they purpose to pay in work or
money.  Other subscriptions have incrcnsm{ this amount to $300,
which, with §200 granted by the board, will probably finish the
building,

I remrin yours, very truly,

8. R, RIGGS.
Major R. G. MURPHY,
Dakotal fidian Agent.

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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.\?mlrﬂ';r after the Inst annual report was weitten, the Dakogals
n)m\u. ol to attend the pavment at Redwood, from whieh )‘u\\‘(“tl
l.u'.il‘n retiurned betore the first of December ‘
N m,lll(l l’lf‘(‘ll(‘ﬂ;l('(.‘ on the schooi for the quarter ending with that
m:“” |”:.~ (’l{llfl to seven and a halt scholars for sixty duvs or rather
noi-rbhlm,xl'll::unl“ (.":«2"'“!;]!1.\" from the time the Indians returied (o this
i o tor the next quarter, also, the utte ¢ exe |
;)l'l"vor:l:-((v ol twenty tor sixty l"ll\'\‘ ’ e uttendanee e ed
Jaring the quurter g in J
e i i h
in this n(,imllmlrhnml (h(-lvmff-(\:l(,- —— “l‘””{: o ”N; Wt the mcaen
, A ‘¢ soomnch absent that the aver
artendunce was only ¢ oty e
. : yoequal to twelve and one-third for forty dive
and it has been stifl less dur s e sl
$ been 38 during the present quarter Hdre
and . ' 4 sent quarter, as the ehildren
: he "(I“Iml"'t' home, Im\c: beon chiefly oceupied in gunrding their corn
m’m. e birds; or in nssisting o gather it ) i
low’d’n‘?*’ hr.m"m'cr, painfully manifest to us that {he Dakatahs here are
Jees ”:{um';'l to send their children to schoo) than they were g yeir or
e ::l'u( mn.s, I“ o lwh'(;\"v, 15 awitng to the government kcopir;l' back
At educational annnitios;  and if these ities T
! ' s¢ annnities remain unex
i " . N Vvente M ¥ tex-
pended for a fow yenrs langer, it is donbtful whether we shall be abl
lulhnrn any scehaol, o b
o ; issi Y
ilnsﬁ::ct‘i‘n:':“{?h nlf) l'ho' l‘nmsmn family spent much of their time in
o 2 the Dakotah women in knitting slie-w i
ioninge. o L 16, needie-work, washing
n;m:lt“m\li‘“'\'\'f‘l‘;s' with a ;i;nn.l measure of suceess,  In this tlep.‘n'(z:
A AWaHamson, wha has charge of ;
! : ] ) i o the school, has Deer
ah’l‘r“;l.mx’;c h' by Miss Brigys, and, sinee she left, by Mjss l),nws o
vmrn('o‘: ||n e nulnrlu;r who have attended the sehool here withiu the
yea Xelsive of fonr children who hav i -
s ) inve no ludian blood :
not ;nﬁmlod in the ahove avernge attendance) i~ ifty-five andare
of wlw::.\:\;x;(;\'vn"lul\'u slmlli;'d the arithmetin, twenty-four writing
Hgat write o good hand, four read the Ryel; i vo
Vol cirht [ »fonr read the English Bible, two
ster’s spelling book: the others hav i )] :
g u : iers have studied only the Dakatah
ge; Aifteen read Wowapi Wakan, 1] Seri
; n, the Holy Scriptures, ni
read Wowapi | : ing 1  road md el
nonpa, Second Reading Bk, five 1 i
X ] , g Book, five read and spell
oouspl, Dakotah Primer: thi v carning el five
) ter: thirteen are learnine ipe iv
mr‘nmiqthu alphabet, g e spell, - five
wo Dak RN I . .
e ';.m)nl'\irluh children are bhoarded in ovur family, and two athers
m';m(“ ngh our influcnce, properly eaved for and iustructed in white
. on(yh t'm '”m seftfed parts of tha Territory, "Powards the support
isw’on: “t"ngs,c the 1}111(*!'11‘:!11 Board of Commissioners for Foreign
. 'u: ! S.}M"ms us here, pays forty dollars yoear.,
wiritey Lw(;',lr!;lcr\o. f“!l;" T; {mk; su'cccss attends onr labers for the
e ol the Dakatalis, but we have evidence 5
! tr? are o e oL 0 , idence that these
o m”:.(.t‘h'c proviuce of the superintendent of larming to speak of their
" hm':».]" llhnl aml in building.  These advances are made, so far
el tunity of seei
ende o g(l.l}l'l’:))r.]ml flum]!:\ of’ seeing them, I'._y those only who have
sehools and rehgions meetings. 'Thoe Dakotah, so long
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¢ his fathers, cannot ‘n't'i\'i_lim-.-l. hevasa
< that it he should abandon the custos of hix tathers the
hip would destroy himy.

\'('r.\- |~r<lu.(-l|1l|l.\.~ YOurs, 'I‘H“M;\S S \V”,';I.\ ARON.

R, G Meeeny, .
Aqend for the S,

No. 20

cnory TERRITORY,
tors Adnyey. Misyeory Teen .
o A h'rl:!v‘/u//t o 10, 18D,

i ) qior Department,
i Yy s of the Interim I. partme
Sin: In obedience to the regulation L ki Farming
1 ]‘,u\vf\ the honor to report to you ”u.lmn" L"m" e ety o
Y 8 ioux | el )
G : abpekuti ¥ , ! r .
for e l“C(hlwnl\d"lh“m ll‘:ll]l)lw?l\ <'mlvv the above nuned Sioux m;:u;-(l 1‘
5 four years have celapsed ] pc N,
18 lc'”' )u fo move to i reseyve on the Minnesota ”l AT
e “glccll‘? I" FFort Snelling.  The conuntry assigned tot u‘ ndi ;
iles west o ort § u. Y ‘ . ooty TV
330:1\]:1‘::{: prairie, except alonyg ih!;l '\n\n'k‘s ‘:‘l(ll}':-(rli‘}}-”:::ul e
; s i s rich o
is s ber; t‘no prairie soil is 1
there is some timber;

ops of corn. . .
?0'01:}\:::‘2]{:&: l)t‘cn plouged for the :nwvr Sjoux, as follow 90 aeres
v or Little Six and others - ‘ 0 acr:
‘ik(t)rulcgt‘t‘lzog:'(::;q ‘\)nnd,’ 80; Black Doy and (‘alhionn, S0 ]1:',?) "
) b 4 \ ! 3
For GGood Road’s band, 80; Wahkuti, 80 100

For Wabashaw, 80; Wahpeknti, 100 - - - o

bS ) a -b it T SCF - ‘10
1

j& t * for galllcll‘i ﬂ“(l O'\(L ﬁ) hOrSCR

t he agencey

iv srve this
ioux hav ted on their reserve th
Sev the lower Sioux have plan ! serve Ly
Boven 01;10 chiefs, but some of these sc\‘cn hu}i‘t};sc "\r\snhpe-
Mite settlers, more or less. J p
ng the white scttlers, e e i
} ce not returned, excel
cutis agency last fall and have ' ex e o
kl'l:]‘bil'st{;trtt::'eﬁ\?c Jodwes; they did not plant, and only stopped §
with i they di .
then moved off again. e Tres uncult
ﬂn’f‘? w%:‘ll((l?;ms have cultivated about 300 acres, ﬂﬁ» v ie:tr ::';W o e
\-atm‘le but the Indians, we hopetz ;\"\ll lu‘l‘l“ln:?‘\“(t tl:) l)l‘(f“‘"lo.dv AR
g i > 1o s «
) ivate the most of the | ed for s
apring and Gt 1. the most of them, have raise !
*lians that have planted, the mos ’ ) L er
) legnﬁlg;;\ :‘lll(“ll' wintclr supply ;, some corn W as !m:‘]‘n::(dt]?prc e e
C)rll:mg}hcd land, but the drought injured the corn so
L a

g ( vas ﬂllt\.‘
ici 'l‘h(‘ corn that was pl

cel SO lavge a \"l'l { as was antict )'l‘(‘(]. > .

or to ) i the v 3 Ill\(l does not )"('](‘ S0 muc

geason, that is, t
roving about amo

(the most of it is the .sm{\ll carly kind

per acre a8 the lnrger‘kmds.
Soveral of the Indians hav

corn, and appear desirous to ¢n

I3 . [ . lll‘i'
¢ been industrious 1n cultn‘r\tlmg,z1 tlm\'%
large their fields; some of ther
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aske o have gields plovehe sepasate v their coaaaea aeld, His
Exoolensy Governor Gorman, sunceriss ndont of Tndioa aithinrs, or-
devol that the Indians shonll i encinac ol in mading separate
farms, 0 good sned the fivst step vowards eivilizotivan and which will
seenre to the flustriovs< the traiss of Bis fabaor,

Thedare fin thearenevis 0 aeies plonehed beisprine s the pondoes
ave ool and laree and witl vield aleont 500 bashiclss S actes of oats
will yiell alout 30 bushels to the avre: the corn and Leans are not
warth watherving, owing to the dvoneit and hail storms that ent the
s to piceess 20 acres were sowed in tarnips bt the seed was old
amd didd not come up well, <o there will he asmall erop,

There have been 12 log honses put up tor the cmployees il ehivets,
bt we Lave no lnmber as yvet to tinish them s the farmers and aborers
have been employed in builline. waking hay, hanling supplies,
plonghing, fencing, and varions othes duties connected with farming,

The saw-mill for the Jower Sioux is raised and waiting tor the
Indians which have not arrived, also the frame tor the flonring-mill
is now ready to raise: these mills will be o great henefit to the
hulians, and dvance the usiness to a speedy completion.

The blacksmiths have been employed in making and repaiving snch
articles us nre wanted for farming and hunting : one smith is without
a striker: provisions and clothing are so high in this conntry that
the strikers cannot sapport themselves on a salary of 3210 per
annnm,

Thie poor Tndian is on many a tongne. from north to south and
from east to weste T wonld ask what makes their poverty? Is it de-
bility of body or mind? 1 should say the latter. for the Indian is
robnst and strong and healthy, and he can chopand plough and plant
and hoe corn, it he is so inclined,  The women e haedy and strong;
they chop wood and earry it halt a mile on their backs to warm their
children amil lazy hushands; the women hoe corn and do all the work
abont the house or lodge, and yet they are poor, vet not so poor ns
nany white people in the United States. The great tronble with the
Indian is in the intellect, which is but a Httle above that of the dumb
brute, and until the mind is improved the Endian will be poor
thranghout all time, and at whose door will the fanlt lie?  The mind
of the Indian must be cultivated as well ax the body, or else morality,
the great forerunner of civilization, is lost sicht of, and all kinds of
debanchery remnin with the Indians, aml often civilization toan Indian
s an injury instead of blessing,

[have the honor to he your most ohedient servant,

' . PRESCOTT.

S rintoudead of furming for Siowr.

R. G, Muerpeny,
United States aqent, Stone ayeneiy.
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SN AND WALPETOX l",xr;\nm.\n.\n;:,\‘]'r_, .
T Yl Medicine viver, September 15, 185,
i ] in cetting ont
- ) ' + winter has been spent in g o
X Qince my hast report, the winter n ' : o
Rir: E\lmu ':]\'\ t]'vr ﬁ:n‘¢~.-< and lags fr houses, slu!»lﬁ, ::_n:)lo( l\‘t:(g
st s N ) . e
“I“li mulnl‘thv spring 1 eross-plonghed the ll-.“llulx'lu 't“\‘» e
Jrodds 3 [ R oken last yea,
5\(; "\‘\-uh. abont a avres within the pieee lg:l “vu'ln-(llt\ n It e
Tt b c land, on the hottows, tu the exten thow
b v mu‘, ll pieces of abot 4 neres each tor cight
S ave sinee broke pieces A R 2
nere hau. “lesir < of making sepavate farms, the Tand being
fudinns, who are desirous g SepAE I each  log o
loughed for them conditionally that they Dt eteh o ot 16
P "o i, and make their own fence, 1 have s B il
HN: 1": r this establishment, which has 1):«"n tlcn{w“l‘\il:«‘lzlm tol wit
neves fo 5 establis hich B B oo (his
n, s s 1 was not-a ! ‘
potatoes, corny, and oats. A s ol ke e, bt Wi vty
(ndian planting was complete, my ‘_) e o iy
old us enough petatos for use (‘.\l!\\\;,‘ e ot o el
y the s wing, and a large amount of’ cos n_o(‘( ¢ ot e
n l\(- i‘hu\:\" also broke an additional field o X e e
lf\({‘ iﬂiqhmeutl which will hie ready fov )‘h““'““i; .\\(lm: !wl‘t'ﬁ noar the
st e, when 1 lope to make use ol the Y e
in the spring, wha . I had the fence o the Indian
house for raising a crep of wheat. had th | Fone g e 0 posts
; li cmoved, and @ new and more {wrlcct one l'v 1 to oy
1\0& l‘uih have all been vemoved and nsed, purtly here y by
and rails
. suave or, for ihe
”le\llll‘d(l](::hm'm‘rinh, including sawed and .s‘q‘u.uul l](l‘n]x:l\l)‘tllh,.d "o
. e l have heen prepared here (o
1 ve heen prey e )
v ¢ nnd the dam, ha 4 hete T
“:);‘mm:\l':wn- the mills are to be puilt,  We are now [
p : s W "
illwri A his hands. . . ity
lml{\\lnghl “l:lnw aceupied by the blncksmith, x‘\ h\)l:,’,(;l l;lu‘(ll\ml i
AR s Ty the hands, 60 by 22 feet, ave
5 3 L boarding house for ¢ , 60 by 22 feel, WV
shop, o s  far as e hind Jumber, and are now weeupied e
completed as far as we i ves Lo honses, by hauling t
scisted the Indians to builil themselves rg howses, b B il
r\l(, for them, supplying them with sash Vl:lln‘l‘v,.lh 'i‘h,c AT
n‘:\-;f giving them siiech instructions as lhi“\(' \Ctlpu'uh« I e
co vi - hey ce oreefed fen log NotEes < Vel
oo villanees neay here have ev Ften log hotses e il
(h}' 111“.“1‘;'1'1111710 honxze,  The materials for the laiter, \; Ill'Ll}n:u-n\. o
o '(L':-lvhw hass, nl nails, e;\l\\]!l}c\\ from this ;'.\‘l'xl‘)il;””“” e
1‘3“‘ l\‘\\-ii\;;<...1’\.r\v fhe fabor of the Indians \\w l_\lxr ¢ ll,‘\l\'l el
B TIARR i ineles, &e., aml will peally Bave B
ollay te his own .~hmg o8, ., A o e Y et
o '-(“l\:ll:- dwelling. o the erection of the house ne ,\‘\l‘l‘:‘ly B
l‘l'\l{h\'; \‘x\-l by My Riwes, the 111'\.\.%'\«ﬂu\\3, ta \‘\'\\u{m‘, l;.\\:( her W e
aned aided by My, Ruzus, missinanys & debtel for e
. Re Al AN |\|_]\ . ) 8
re conr. Ahese Tndiaus 2 ) ; Jar the
.“ |\\“(L“\‘\|;\jx|‘ they have made. I see the men hlulc l(a‘\.m :;p L
thumes. k"H their erops, and Tl oecasion to liire them ‘\ |1A ok
or i “1" ;\ fence.  They conlil be wot to dovery mu;( 1 ”\uuhl s
. N . 0 s, . Ky N X B “w \. ;
‘I‘! ”‘:l' :u:w arrangement could he made by which they
weve b ¢ arrany
ompt payment. e .
1.1(\‘\‘,““\“(‘.”;.1«\-in crops, the Tndinns of \dlq;\ lodic
Sor foul, and, 1 hope, quite n quantity oty
)

.. . -
Medicine W ;‘“ L\?e
atoes jor 8t
abundance for it
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They are now supplying the traders, amd propose to furnish what sceil
nay be wanted next spring for the upper bands of Siseton,

The little band near Wood lake have also goud erops, whieh they
are very desivous to get in and housed here to save them from the
depredations ol the Indinus coming to the payment.  { eould easily
put up huildings for this and other purposes, but abstain from doing
sowith logs as 1 have no hamber to finish with, and am loth to usz
so much timber when it is so scaree.  The upper bands have very
goad corn, and are not likely to teed want in the winter, as the huftalo
are abundant, and within three honrs walk ot their village,  With
regard to Maza'sa Pstabiba, Maza-e-mani, 'l‘:x-lmupe—lid:f, and Ite-
wakyan, I cannot speak, as they have not come on to the reserve. 1
have supplied seythes, &c., to several of the Indians lhere, who have
et hay for their horses,

The men you direeted to be sent up to Big Stone lake still remain
amd had broke at the Inst account about nine acres.  The Indians were
dissatisfied secing so small n force, but appear contented to have a
heginning made, hoping that more will be done for them next spring.
Another year has passed, and we have no schools.  You will remem-
Yer that under the treaty of 1837 a sum of $5,000 was set aside for
edication.  The application of that snm was, unfortunately, delayed
until {he acenmulation fund beeame Iarge. It was not difticult to
persuade the Indians that if they abstained from seading theiv chil-
dren to school this accumulated fund would be given to them in
money by their Great Father. Tt was thus made the means of retard-
ing instead of advancing the progress of the Indians, for, altliough
they received through the agent repeated assertions of the President
that it should be applied to purposes of eduention and no other, there
were not wanting interested persons to persnade them to persevere in
their refusal 1o be thus benefitted by it, assuring them that still their
Great Father would give way to them,

Unfortunately it was thought necessary to make nse of this aceu-
mu)nlm[ fund ns an inducement for making the treaty of 1851, and
the Tndinns witnessed the success of that scheme of which they and
their children are the victims. ’

The same accumulation has begun under the new treaties, and the
sae fnfluence is now operating to induce these Indians to withidraw
thg-lr children from school. | am direetly interested, ou behalf of my
chililren, that the sehools agreed for in the treaty should be immedi-
lely bewnn,  "The Indians here were last yearall anxious to have
the schools, and so expressed themselves in eouneil to you and Gov-
ernor Gorman. 1 carnestly entreat that you will onee more urge this
tibject.  Let us have eflicient teachers nnder the control of govern-
tnent, and have the hands of all missionavies unfottered, to pnrsue
\\'lt'h diligence the veligious instruction of the Indians, with such
tocial improvements as they huve so ably commenced,

I am, sir, yowrs respeetinlly,
A RORERTSON,
Fariner to Siscton and Wakpelon Indians,
R. G. Mereny, Indian Agent.
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Srorx Aanxey, September 21, 1855,
ard my aceustomed annual veport,

SiR: ave o to forw -
A it he he smallpox among the Indians

Notwithatantivs f\lO;.\pt]"(‘ﬂl'lil‘l;:“‘l:f:vimm‘t the speedy amd wencral
¢ abont the time of the tast ) i y und weneral
z\l;;)eli({:uion of vaccination prevented the spi cail of 1(\1‘:‘“()111;:].:::, ! "Pl'nh-
i wstul i coventing much Y. v
emedies were successful in pre ¢ ch ‘ ol-
e vent "0 hs occurred among the Medawakantoan and Wah
ably twenty deaths oc Y

i ' i as been as
pe]{{}ti;h this exception the general health of t‘hc I:t“ilc‘i‘::‘lxul ws been as
ir habi " il T s to ate.

s their ts of life would warrant us to cipate.
od s thelt ol the whites are producing distressing results,
to their progeny, weak n\ul.mck!_\: childien,
1 the hardships of Indian life, are pro-
te n feeble race of

TO)

“ Diseases introduced by

Transmitted as the‘y ;l_re

vithst: sease an

unable to withstana dise ' hips of 1

pagated, either to meet an carly death or perpetua
el . .

i ; ropriation

111'2111‘.%“1(1 recommiend, for obvious reasons, ﬂu'l_t ut ].smn‘]il( ]l\lpll:ll ::llni ':)‘;t:h(-
furni -y hospital stores for the siCK, o ¢

to furnish necessary ho . and for fhe

bc'. n:i‘(ﬂf of a small building for the accommodation of ‘f‘"l)'M-“\lrilil:ul%
from infections di and those whose age and maladics | |

from infections qiscrcs, & « jndiciously and suecessfully treated in

the pos-ibility of their being judiciousl) ;

i1l ventilated lodges.
cold, damp, and ill ventilated lodges. = = oo
[ have the honor to be, sir, yours, very re lM‘-\. b ) ANIELS.

Major R. G. Mureny i
for United Statcs Indian Agent.

Na, 23

OFFICcE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAX 'A”“;I‘M'IS%{)
Central Superintendency, St Ll/um’t-()r'dw; t‘Jo, ]o.l], .in'
i e vour special instructions of thie 12U
. 131 '(1‘.“:1'11:“)‘;1(;011\1:t];\\)t?:LlnﬁES:\L{:‘l(nt‘Su lcrintmul'ollt (,‘mxm!mr;i,-
o fur e'lf\]mtll"cl:]?mnlm\l rcp,ort of the affairs of this snpermtcmle‘nt({) o
:ﬁlsgtlllll:\‘ thlc regulatious of the department, I have the honor to

. ilowing as such: . et
lm{*‘:z)lr?\(gxc rcp(ﬁ'ts of the agents lutcly.trmmmttitl,' {t .“tc,"‘i‘]‘,z}e_lilfuo
that the condition of the Ind ians—aespecially oulrI ‘)oz(ucl:e e
hetter, is not worse than it was a year ago; and 1m

)

rery pereepti improve
jon expressed by many, that a slow, but very t\)(gnclcph‘\l)ll:l,w (l,f e
ment is gmduully~nmnil'c em. )

sting itselt’ among ) any of 1
3 Y Xitbi ir aver
tribes notwithslmuling{) an adverse scus(;;l, lm;‘ncn:lm\:ﬁ(lluh:lnring e
;) suffici it i ieved, to save them {1 ¢
Y suflicient, it is .elleu y fror h
glw?lll)isr;u winter ‘and spring. They have generally, too, enl
A\

yed goo

§

 duri , wi > excepti {' the Kangas Indiang
health during the past year, w ith the exception o

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. GO

who suffered severely from smallpox. and the Kickapoos. whe had |
come tew deaths by eholera. '

The present year does not aftird a sati- eriterion wherehy to jndee
of the tutnure of onr trontier tribes: it has heen with many of them a
year of transition.  Under the treaties made last year. nearly all
the tribes parties thereto have heen removed to their respeetive reser-
vations, and, as a matter of course, had to encommter the inconveni-
cnces incident to new settlers; these inconveniences are fast disap-
pearing, and it is believed that the next year's veports will exhibit
them in a greatly improved condition, both morally and physically.
Ta effect this, however, it is necessary that the agents should have
snitable buildings ereeted for their residences on the reserves, and as
near the tribes as practicable. A few practical farmers might be em-
ployed with great advantage to teach the Tndians the proper method
of putting in. tending and harvesting their crops.  The presence of
the agent, his occasional advice, and the example of' the farmers could
hardly fail in time to exercise a favorable intluence over these poor
people.  If to these means be added good missionary and manunal labor
schools, where the vonth may be carly trained to habits of morality,
industry and self-reliance for their support, we shall have all the ele-
ments necessary to render them comfortable. A few such schools are
at present in_suceessful operation among the Shawnees, Pottawato-
mics, Weas, Piankeshaws, &e., Joways and Saes of Missouri, The
residlence of the agent near the tribes, anild the influence he could ac-
quire by a kind, conciliatory course with the chiefs and principal men,
would enable him in a great degree to repress intoxieation, hy con-
certing measnres with the chiets to prevent the intraoduction of spirit-
uons liquors,

The provision iuserted in the treaties of last year, which empowers
the President to apply the annuities of the tribes in such manner as
will best promote their interests, will, no dotbt, be found hereafter
to work beneficially.  The large money annuities that several of the
tribes receive nnder tormer treaties, instead of advancing them in
dvilization actually retard their progress; whereas those with small
amnuities, having to rely more upon theiv own exertions, greatly sur-
pas< the former in all the comforts of life.  The plan adopted this
vear, of dividing the large annuities, so as to have a fall and spring
Pavment, is but a return to the former practice of the department in
this superintendeney ; and however repugnant it may be to a few of’
the tribes—operated upon, it is feared, by interested individuals—
must, in the opinion of every disinterested; right thinking man, in
the least acquainted with Indian improvidence, be viewed as a mea-
fure necessary and important for those tribes: and I am gratified to
find, by a vecent report forwarded to your office, that it meets the ap-
proval of one of the oldest and most experienced of the agents,

You are aware, from the reports forwarded by the agent through
this oflice, that the Omalhas, after having removed to the reserve
gelected for them, near the ¢ Blackbird Hills,”” (a place having for
them many traditionnl recollections, in consequence o}l)cing the burial
}*Iaoe of their great chief “Waw-zin-ga-subi,”” or ¢ Blackbird,’’) fled
fom thenee in a panic. accasioned by a band of maranding Sioux,
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and the murder of their prineipal ehiet, = Fontencdde.” By the Tatest
aceonnts they were encamped on the Phdte vivers abont it en mili
from Bellevae,  Tris h«:]u‘(l that the exertions of theira zent, and e
Euowledee that a Livce ity torece s now teaersine the plaing,
will vreassuresand indvee thom tooretwrn, The Ot oo Missaniae,
when Tast Teard Home verdned nodistmbed on thelr toamveand it
is believad will so comtinue, The Paswrec<sabormed by the inequent
attacks of their numerons cnemies ausionsdy desive G exehanse te
lands assened to them. on the northe side ob the Plattes B o loeatiog
gouth of tuat viver, so as to place 10 as a0 bariior betaeen thew wnd
their assailants. The condition of these thres st moaned trile < -
riasscd s they have been by the inenvsions of destile hands of Siony,
Cheyennes, &, will, it ois teared, be one of areat destitution this
coming winter and ~pring. Your instiuctions. in anticipation of snek
a result, have been commumicated to goetr acent, and will, donbtless,
receive his prompt attention,

Ax heretofore reported, the annnity goods tor the Comaneles, Kio-
ways, and Apaches. and for the tribes parties o the treaty of Port
Larmmic, within the Upper Arkansas and Upper Pladte agencies, were
forwarded from this place to Kansas eity, Missouri, on the 24th and
and 28th of May last: they were taken in cliree of the land trans-
portation trains in the menth of June, and safely conveved to their
respeetive destinations. The report of the Arkanzas agent will show
how these of his ageney were disposed of. No report having vet been
received trom the Upper Platte agent, it ix not known heve how far
he has suceeeded in makine the distribution to the Indiaus of his
ageney.

The anmity goods for the Upper Missouri ageney, together with
the gowds and  provisions intended tor the Blackteet couneil, were
forwarded on the Gt of June last, per steamboat - Sto Moy Su-
erintendent Canining and his party lett heve on the same hoat on
Lis way to Fort Benton, the rendezvons designated for himself, G-
ernor  Stevens, il Superintendent Palmer,  the  commissioners
appointed to hold the conneil and, it expedient, make treaties with the
Blackfet and other monntain tribes. The boat arvived at Fort Union.
near the mouth of the Yellow Stone river, on the THh of July fal-
lowing,

The report of the Upper Missonri agent. forwarded yesterday, will
inform you of his sueeess in distributing (he annuities, With the
exception of a few bamds of disaffected Sioux, he veports the tribes of
his ageney to be generally friendly and well disposed towards the
government, and that several of them have serupulousty observed the
stipulations of the treaty made with them at Fort Lavamie; Lis expee
tations of’ heing able to induee the refractory bands to resume their
friendly velations with the whites will, it is apprehended, be frustrated
by the reeent military demonstiation against the Brulé Sjoux on the
vlains.

Superintendent Comming, as | have had the honor to inform you
in avother communication of this date, started with a small party
from Fort Union for Fort Benton overland, and nrrived there in safety,
where he met Governor Stevens and upwards of two thousand moun-
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tain |n~li~n_|< who steeorapanie ! him 1o tados i 1. comgenls I he
f;!'c.‘k.fi'.'! 1 ADpears werne TR INITY I N TP T R PP \A!f'”l*‘ «Hr‘::w-’
s b st o bl Meo Alev o 9 e teg b Logger
resihent in the cannieys and well o areine ) wlyt the ) o (P
woe e s manmer < heine ane of Sp l\[
willo it s suppeeeds B abde, fromg s o e e wiel 7—J=v~ l]""“f'i‘:
foer b dpdnee them 1, et the ot oy <l ‘ T

Nhcepinten gt e

. . ) the meermrain
il ~inan amicable manmner. The veanbie of e exnedition will in
D i Beveported by Sngerintemtent Conngs g s u-!un; .
Fowill e seen by the cach acennut of the SHpcl inhvn-?«:nt . '\\‘-'|" Tedld
tr v office e the S inst . that the ity getion. trom .\'x:n‘r tr"‘io"c“ in
l‘(".’:lIW'.l'l the time when the annnitio~ honbd e the lh.-uuk‘n" the
respective avents have been ricid]ly connliod with, 21} havipe ‘,-’;‘.l;
un'n:-‘-l over between the Sth o and 26tl nltin, )
With wreat vespeet. T, sie, vonr most obedient servant,
JOUN HAVERTY.
('Il‘]'/,' I ,\"I/u I'!’:l" /HI: i /H’/I"’;l ."/}‘ll(.l'h'
Hon, Groner: Wo Masyiesizy., h '
Connnissioner lellive Affuies,

)

AR

. Fort Cranw, Soptemdior 12, 1855,

Sz Inccomplianee with my duty. as well as commen usage, | have
the honor o present the following as my annual report, “honvivier the
alfaivs andd eonclition of the Tadian tribes iy the Upper Missouri
aveney,

Plett Se Lowis June 6th, on board 1. Chontean. it and (a’s
Steamer St Mary's" and arvived at the principal village of the
Yancton band of Sionx Lidians June 2040, at o place called aml known
as Handy's Point.” thivty miles above [ e qui Court,” an the
nartheast side of the Missouri viver.,  These Indians have made this
point their permanent summer residence, and are raisine corn. heans,
!”.“”lvkm.\', Qe and, when T passed, had the prospect of :l‘l‘lllllltll.ﬂ:
,'ll'rl‘l, . ) .

Phis band evines a strong desire for improvement. and are on the
most tricndly terms with the whites, and have lately conformed
élrictly to their treaty stipulations.  Last fall they surrendered to me
cight Im!'sus and mules, which some of their voune men had sml('nv
Fom cmigrants on the Platte. They were in very poor condition
when delivered to me, having received very hard nsaece. Three of
them dicd in a fow days afters the rest 1 had well fod and cuarded
and atterwards 1 sold them to the hest advantage,  After |'§T\’ill|' for
“ll:::ll’ l,ll'f;l.l"g I expended the balanee in breaking the soil for their
e .I'nﬁ.hmu? expressed to me their mortifieation and distress at

¢ reckless course pursued by several hands of their tribe, and seem
Much gratified that their < (freat Father”” has sent his soldiers here
and hope that their presence will have the effect of bringing those
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Dands (o their senses amd rostoringg peace and sadety o all whites
travelling in theiv camtey, el hetter cominet towats the trankees

On the 26th June we arvived at Fort Pierre, where I expeeted b
Bave toand the uger portion of the different hands of & ux .y hut. to
my disappointment minl regvet. o but one baed, the = Two Ket-
tles,”” and a small portion of one hamd of the Upper Yanetoniis, say
twenty-seven lodges,

{ fivst gave the 'Two Kettles band their portion of the anmnities, o
the praitic west of the tort, bt they did not reccive them with any
demonstration of gratitude : on the contrary, they seemed dissatis
fied and evineed a disposition to complain ;. they. however. satid noth-
ing.  As thix band has always been considered one of the most
friendly disposed  towards the whites. | cannot acconnt for their
conduct in any other way than as the troops were to take possession
of Fort Pierre they wonlid he deprived of & place at which they loafed
and begged the greater part of the year, only going out to hunt when
actual necessity drove them.  They have made several attempts to
raise corn, to accomplish which | have rendered them every assistance
in my power, and their faihure fo do so can only be attributed to their
indolence and want of energy 5 amd never, in my opinion, until their
band is greatly reduced by starvation, can they e made to Jook to
the soil for subsistence.

1 afterwards distributed to the small band of Yanctonais a portion
of the presents for the band 5 but, like the others, they received them
coldly and with evident sizns of dissatisfaction.

About 100 miles above Fort Pierre 1 found erected twelve lodges of
the Yanctonais, huilt with dirt, after the manner of the Arickavees
and Maudans, and they are tilling the soil in the same manner of
those bands. I am sorry to say that the great drought in that region
of their country was such that all kinds of vegelation presented buta
very languishing appearance. Phis is the first attempt of this band
to form a permanent village and cultivate the soil ; and if suceess at-
tend their efforts it will, no doubt, induce many of’ their hand to fol-
low their example. I distributed to them a portion of their presents,
which they received with evident indication of satistaction,

On the 5th of July we arrived at Fort Clark, where the village of
the Arickarees is built.  They were all assembled on the bank of the
river and greeted the arrival of the steamer with firing of guns and
shouts. As soon as the boat landed 1 met the chicts and principal
men, and after the usual salutations, shaking hands, &c., } invited
them all on the boat to a feast, which had been prepared in anticipa-
tion. Then a long talk ensued, principally relating to the depreda-
tions and murders on their people by the Sioux bands, their inability
to cope with them in numbers, as well as their destitute condition of

¢
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trades~, This vear, however s the continned dieore it o

the very

severe it carly i Nuenst will enstadl thel s aopesbent twosthinds:
still they hiave an :t"l.lll'i:!llf‘f‘ for bl cwneonsaeption. b turned
11'.:;“1' over their portion o the e cnteoviieh they eceived winh
aatistiietion and tlank b - '

" S ey A :

Ihe Arickarces live in din bdees: they have G0 Jodeess nnhe

1 lt‘,:l‘l',")f.‘l-Mm::kin;_r the aecrevat. of alont S100 The countey in
the vicinity of thadn villgre is entively vidueless. there being no timber
or soil, it en coming to their villaee fine xpots of ¢orn MEL ony view
waving in the hreeze in the bottoms. and at the foot of the Wil
wherever there was a fertile spot. 7 ‘
On the evening of the same day Ddistributed to the Mandans their
portion of the presentss theugh their portion was small, and their
wants many, not a wonl of complaint wax heard from them: on the
emtrary, every indication ot eratitude was evineed.  This small
tenmant of this tribe ix inereasing in numbers, raising a sufliciency
of corn and vegetables for their consumption, and in favorable seasons
comsiderable to sparve, which they als trade to neighboring tribes and
traders for other necessaries of Jife.  They now number 21 lodges
built after the manner of the Avickarees: number 12 to a Jodge—
making an ageregate of 252 xonls. There ave vavious opinions rela-
tive to the origin and peculiarities of these peaple. owing, 1 prcéumc
in o measnure to the diversity of their complexion of skin. eyes, an
the great length of their hatr,  Bat it is my opinion derived l'r’nm a
sru:}ewh_:n' carefnl comparison. that there is no ‘-trmuul’ for considering
their origin different from other tribes aronud them. They are traly
a domestic people. remain at their home, and till the ground with
snecess, )

rJuly 7.——We arrived at Fort Berthold, the village of the Gros
\‘(-nh'cs of the Missouri.  This tribe of Indians were formerly a part
of the Crow nation. which scparated from them many yeirs ago
speaking a dialect of that language: they met us prmhp'tl\ on the
bank of the river with their usual friendly demonstrations.  They
were all well pleased on receiving their presents, and expressed their
satisfaction and a willingness to listen aud obey the instructions ot
}l{hcn' Great Fatlier.  The friendship ot this tribe to the whites is well
'l‘l}mwll-]’- and they Alm\'.o strietly regarded their treaty stipulations.
ie large fields of corn and vegetables which covered the bottom
i;mds of these people showed their industry and great desire to obtain
ﬂ:Z %‘I}sul!sfnf tmproving their condition. Their complaints against
iy thins ot et 11 phencal them e b bt that s
) ! . . o hear that soldiers

lad arrived in the conntry. and consoled themselves that soon a better
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N ! 1t q rar e wnselves "hoev reioice vhe Y aty H « . .

! the ?l;unm(m? o.f‘\\m‘ to (ll:,(c‘ml_t}mms%]us.' lll'l“') 1'0J01L4,(l when 't'h? af:\te of things wonld be made to exist.  They number 40 lodges, -

H heard that their Great Father had sent soldiers in the country to veraging 19 to a lodge—making in the aggregate 760 souls v
} chastise those wha had violated their treaty stipulations, and protect Wearrived at Fort Union on the 11th July. thirty-five days ont '

from S - : . .

11'1] i?:.‘l:(bllllh,'l.ll)(]\\'lnlshlll(hllg the river was lower than ever has
o nown betore by the oldest settler in the country. 1 tound hut Y
nf" of the As:snml)mns at the fort, but two days after 330 lodges ;

rived, and pitched their tents on the level prairie west of the fort.

those who have and are disposed to observe them. The manner it
which 1 was received hy this tribe, and their general talk and deport-
ment, gave me great satisfaction. They arc in a prosperous condi-
tion, wenerally raising a superabnudance of corn and vegetables, the
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ini fe frihe wae o davs!

Having beard that the remaining prt o this fritsve W I] fl!\ll‘tlli\'\
‘\"'\\'l"?”*('lll‘ 1 immecdately dispatelod aomesseneer to then. i 'm
‘ o~ ' : 3 BT ree OV
e tneantinge Teed ceveral tuike with the prite ipal men ineompenny

] podone Codonel AL Cinandne,
. AT ener
with o cunm :

BRTRITERIE RO R AL

} . Ve bt withe e be s tvera-
e Vi g o il et T e e,
]lb'lll- ””i]’»“lt:-‘ ;:'vl-l‘,;tif‘h"l\l o proe it aned b AR RTEa] |u':|.\|'\’ !!'.|"|w (;.

(R (A YRR FH U Vot : oy |
m:l\‘lw. pemzined ity el e poreainedo ! !”l”..lll1.‘,-{-‘.“1“‘.‘}- ‘.\ i
The day attor thor arcival 1 bad '_lwm :v!l‘ pe o e vt
e a Lo talk, which they eceiv wn‘u:u!ml‘\ Pkt
which 1 distributed their presatsg for \\m_"Fq !'“"\. }\|\v Lo
cerattednnl thank-. :m]nl :1--!;m-\\'llu~3-_;wl ‘l:é;‘:j‘.,‘;‘lz"i;if“;,',l-:,,‘iol‘,l Y (‘\ o
to their Great Pathe o the deepinterest e B st 't
:n-;!lhr«- anel happiness 1 teel B sfiation in .\I:l)‘l}‘n_‘ v”h:,lyl‘;::.-“:ﬂ‘i.
Laramic ticaty these _\rx‘i:‘mhum; fur lh;- Ll'.‘::,»,.!;',- II;I':,:]:;. .
nent,  [Cwas traly ceatifyies fop e b feari b L
wineipal of this tribe that not a \llu.:\‘.- 1n~l:m(.'~ «-t‘nnn.; 1t -
}-r «-Illu'r depredation s been :-nmnn’H‘;'-.l‘ ‘:"?ﬂ”:‘::::.,-:-l:3I:,i;n-||;|;d.\p_
neiehboring tribes or on the \\'In.hw: Phis s he v e 1s et
as hefore the treaty. as | have betore .\Y:ltw\.‘ﬂw.\‘ \\(-1‘:-' ore ||‘ ,;,n\-,,,.\'..r
van of thieves and robbers abways ::t \\‘:lc‘r.“pllllli“ U;:f]q):ln wh

o niet, sl were very annmoying to all tradine .
“u'.}'nlll:"ot.h::'\}Iwm\ but Titte sickness in this tribe 4‘}1‘!'!{.'}‘(‘ ']:\':'2:1;:( ?«\
som, somee fiow eases of wheopine congh nu-l_mrlu\!m. w jl‘.thh«h» M
their constant exposed (-unclltln-n. |»|~,.\I~(l(| :;:t,-:,l.n:‘.q:‘.‘:‘lnllnfn.']'\' L lwavs

en. 1o happy to say they are prospe : Appy, twars

‘(?Illl(-:'lrful. tor tht-)" '!mw- plenty to fnl»sM on, ax :‘f::lih.]‘:"-'nllll\‘!‘\:'-l::}.in‘u
otill abundant in theiv coantive They Illlll.l‘l'l"l: -lil |“~| s, aying
cieht foa lodee, makis in the aggrevate 3360 ;”n(.\: i ad

I was disappointed anot boing able 1o visit t‘n-’ m'\\. h ,-",\l- o
delives them their anuuities, in consequence ot 4 e ;*lm” ! ,\_:“”w
daneer from the numerens war parties of the .\:‘un\' |U-nl 'Iu‘,-n\‘:‘t'(l
Stone river: it being cipently veparted that :.u'_\ .Ifl{‘ .1NWI |;p
there with o view of stopping ~mv.l robibines th«-. vt “.l\ it |. \ oy
with the annuities mud woods of Messes. Pt hnu‘ul.m. 1‘1”.',“.; Lo
intended for trade with the Crow brnds | was unahle l:;l: &.” e
tract 1or the fransportation of the |:m|mn:n . _\\_m(l‘\\l see b
accompanying letter ot Messrs, o Chontean, .||,.I & '1‘)‘.' e o

On the 3d of May bt seven men.in lh(: cmploy o (:; N s vy
pany. stavted from IPort Union for the o row |n»..~l.ﬂ Ifl .--.lrm "
thither they were attacked by nowar party of Hionx, (I ‘n \—:1‘..’ l].-‘ B e
Blackfeet.) two men were seriously wonnded, ‘nn.d ‘l hl. ]\\.!; '1-» I\\.'cn:
stripped of their arms, mnmunition, u]ul (‘lﬂ't!lll!f'_'\.f!'lll.l ." T s
their way to their destination, 150 miles. 'Fhey reaches e e

sy on the 19th of May, suffering greatly fram starvation
efftets of the weather in their nked and destitute mluu‘tuv"n.f.““ fott

On the 23 of August, o Mackinaw hoat was sl.ulh'i‘ ) It' n e
Union with the usual cutfit of trade for the ensuing Nx:TJ Vellor
Crow post. Tt bl only |n‘0('(‘(?l‘f'(l a short lll.‘i(lll'l(“(‘. llpl i'll ot ¢
Stone eiver when the hunters for the boat, who were f'“ i hlnccoll\'
(in company with seven Crow Indiuns, who had come te

per ;::p'\ e

wrtistinet e atler

game,
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pany e with their anmnitio - were diiven ek o the
party of Stenx Lebian < hovine beeb o airaenlon.
liveso The hoat fnoediagely vt 1y 1.
Crones ahondoned o the Jresent <o,

AN B previins ra this,
poitay stobe Yo Pove Undon
e ot

tort by s war
caetpe with their
totonnd the trip to the

e Dodisens oo Lot ot thee e
cebt hoecCand tram Fore Willison
acsarne times e the Btter fot they ol in with twe men
whoowone Butchering some b, they bl Tibled s they Gk from
them their et Torses, wansand ebathine, and they (ol e -
somstlly that they considered theme v < ftunate in wettine off alive.
Shortly adter the heat veturnad. fitteen Tnddians arpeared an the hills
insiche o the Gt svcertiinine them to e Sionx | sent my interpre-
ter b thenr he retiuencd Wineing them with bim to the fort, whete |
Bebl ot with thems they wene of the Xans Are amd Minneconza
bnds s stated that there were in the ity two hinndved and fwenty
wittriors, il that they were buntine tor the Assinneboins: they alsi
stated that just betore” they lett thejy villages a war party of Minne-
conzas Dl retirned from s exenesion to the Platte, with 100 head
of rdes aud horses, the propenty of the sovernment, which they had

giving them a gond

stolen from the vicinity ol Fort Lavanie, After
lectne ahont their conduet in violating {heir treaty stipulations in
being at wit, they lett me promising to return to their prople withont
committing any more depredations,

Thus yousee that these war partios of Sioux have not only prevented
the government from being able to deliver the Crow ludians their
annuities bt Lave also prevented them from the usual  facilitios
devived from their Licensed traders,

TCis my infention to write to the commanding officer at Fort Pierre,
and wive himea statement of the comduet of e Sjous Indiae. their
ecation, &ces for 1 tivmly Lelieve that it 600 of the tracpes woutld only
show themseves at the villisges of these refractory hands, it would so
intimidate them they wonld forthwith com: on sueh ferms as wonhl
e dictated o themy, wnd their wie exenrsions wonld e hronuht to a

elosge,

OF the Brulé Lands of Missouri Indians nothive certain has hoeon
ascerbained, cither as regands their movements or Location, it is, how-
ever. the general supposition that they are lovering somewhere in the
vicinity ol the Platte, and in cee of any engagement of the troops
and the Indians theve, they will join issuc with those hanid<: the same
llli’l_\' be said of the Saus Are and Minneeonza banls,

Phe express you stavted from Fort Pierre (o the Onk-pa-pas and
Blackfiot bands, with the expectation that they would bring those
Indians to this place by the time o youwr arvival jn the steamer,
arrived here eight days atter onr departure with 51 of the principal
chiets and braves,  The express would promptly have met von here
had nof these Tadians held (hem prisoners for 12 days, at the expir-
tion of that time the party as above concluded to come here with
them,  OFf this party some were for receiving the annuities sl some
were not: the prineipal chief stated that it was his wish to take the
goods and do as his Great Father wished Lim, It those who were on
s side were but few, consequently he was completely overpowered by
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thase of the other party 5 and were his party to veccive any portion of
the government presents, on their return to the village, inall prota.
bility, themselves and horsex wonld all be killed,  Alter remaining
heve five days they stavted back to their villages, sayving that they
would do all in their power to induee at Teast one halt of their peopl.
to aceept the annuities. and as soon as they hewrd of my return wonld
come and see e, From all | ean learn their efforts to effect a ehanyg.
in their people have been suceesstul. These two bands are uow en-
camped about 100 miles, or two days” travel, from this fort: T have sent
an express to them to come in immedintely, and have no doubt they
will arrive in four or five days. I eel confident that after holdine
council with them T shall be able to make a radieal change in then
deportment for the future.

One hundred lodges of the Upper Yanctonais band are encampeld
within four days’ march of this; I have sent an express to them to
come in, Some of the principal men had heen hore previous to my
arrival, and I learn that they are extremely anxious to get their por-
tion of the anmmities, and say that they will strictly adhere to the
advice and counsel I will give them.

In the foregoing I have embraced everything that has come under -

my observation and knowledge of the different trihies in my ageney.
many of the circumstances you are already aware of, having witnessed
the same. I have, however, learned that the appearance of the troops
at Fort Pierre has wronght a very great change in the conduet of the
Onk-pa-pas and Blackfeet bands, also the Yanctonais; and I must
again repeat that as the troops are now in the country, if' a formila-
ble number would show themselves at the villages of these Indians,
nurders, robheries, and horse stealing would no longer be heard of.
I give this with all due deference as my opinion, and shall be glad to
hear that you and the department take the same view of it.  An
exenrsion of this kind in the prairies would give the officers a know-
ledge of the country, which would he advantageous to the government.

Respecting the resources and future settlement of this country, 1
have expressed an opinion in a former report, and after still further
investigation T have no cause to change it.

If the value of a portion of the country depends in any respect on
the value of the whole, then this country for a white man i
worthless. It is true a few fertile spots are seen in the bottoms, It
they are so subject to be overflowed by the rise in the river as renders
their occupation very precarious. The fertile spots in this country
are like the oases in the desert, around is desolation and gloom.
am well aware that most new countries have been evilly reported upon
from the time of Moses, when he sent the twelve messengers to spy
out the promised land. They returned, ten of the twelve gave an
evil report of the country; for which, we are told, they were punished
by detention in the wilderness for forty years, they having veported
thore was no soil, no timber, no water. This country fully nnswers
their report.  And,in fact, it will apply to the greater part of the
Upper Missouri, or that portion of it inhabited by the eight hands of
Sioux embraced in this report, numbering (16,000) sixteen thousand
souls, which number T am eatisfied is correct; for my information1s
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derived from the prineipal ehicts in the different conneils 1 have held
with them. o that part of theiv conntry in whicl l]xl-~l"|li'|i'll\
~__:oncr.'1|l.\' roa but Tittle wame is to he fhunl, and thei ~l|ﬂ1'ri1'|v::
from starvation during the Lt two vears have eoppe muh-l. l;lv imme-
diate obervation. In the spring of the ven they sithsist solely o
the AL ot drowned Inftalo, whieh Thev tind ou the lv:‘l|||'~.‘l|1~|
\:l_ml-l.:n's of the viver: in the summer and fal) Upon roots and !\'m'irv
.»lf the hl‘;'il. they Lave several kinds. the bullberrse o monntain-
‘(»‘];lr»:lllll.”:ll cherries, ~everal vavietios of plums. wonscheriies, and
. Generally speaking, the traders, like the same., have abandond 1
Spax country and moved to this point, h:n"inz tor Ilu; pist t\\';- \'U'Hl"
stistained heavy losses in keeping tradine establishments lower down
Ntarvation must he the altimate fite of most of the Sjony bands. and
they plaindy sce it Every inducement has been offire them h'.(.'l;“iA
vate the xoil, but tonoeffect. When I have spoken tomany of them on
the subjeet, their veply was, “we have been created for the chase, and
will not degrade ourselves by work:™ and I am convinced that ll’l:ln\'
of theiv murders and depredations are acts of desperation (~-;|1<(-4i by
their extreme destitute situation, o )
I lu}\'c seleeted the mouth of the Yellow Stone river as a place to
establish an agency and warchouse, considerine it the nluwll('untml
oint for an agent, who would have the control of the (iros Ventres
af the Missouri, Assinaboin, Crow, and Cree tribes of Indians. |
have sent the specifications of the buildings to be erected to ;'l;‘.(\\'i‘
trading companies to receive their proposals for building the same.
I 3\'«)[1[:] again most respectfully state that this agency, as it now
qums, is enhrol.\_' two large for one agent, and pro pose ‘ﬂ'ml.lllu)tllt‘l‘
;é;(;lll\(jy kﬁi(:is'tlalf))l'l.fh(-d at this place, which would embrace the Poncas,
T o it Drapossibe to o withont hivi
S ¢ f v . H . .. . v
vear, e i|S s wmm( (i\’]\n mull.?nmg‘ a-m m.(wpl-(:tm l»‘\“tluf
] e I o understands and speaks the Sioux
anguage sufficiently well in this part of the country to act as inter-
preter for the government, 1 have, therefore, engawed My Z Ren-
contre, whose contract will be found herewith, “Getting an inter-
Preterat every point where I meet the Indians T know, from ox erience
crol:ltc.z' much diﬂ'iculty and dissatistaetion, ’ A ’
Ast winter a half-hreed boy of the Sioux tribe was brouer .
;\ilmls’e father had been killed, and shortly nl'tm-\vurdx.:shli: ?l‘:gtll'nt(*:":lil:-l:lf
('lgtl:'cl:l '1)101?:[1 ﬁi-?lnhilllxln thlc |;;'n\|ric‘.nuked to starve. [ took charge of,
with m;', intending to ])l:llcc lTxii!? ]x?tg’w‘:llnl?" i ‘\f.ont “h'm."" F
iy ey i (o place Mo .\) ¢ }111'551011':11.! o.s@hlmlnncnt.
alter et h]" - l“\ s Mr. PLA Larpy saw him with me, and
Vot l(‘il\'(‘.rili]‘ll ;::"Inisl(ﬁlu]\]fﬁ"m-‘:- tI' cmlnc b\ ]m!),_ requested that 1
and gige o in bi o 1??, sta l!}g |c] would raise him with care,
g yo hin l":";f mmu ;-‘u'mu3 i when he had (‘mn!)]ot_o(l_ \\vhlvh,_ he
Yongps flurnis eans for a start in the world. This is a_praise-
Srify act on the part of Mr. Larvpy, who I am convineed will fulfill
1S promisoe, ’
m-?:;nc:g my arvival !lere a party of the Gros Ventres of the Missouri
visited me. . They brought me five horses which some of their
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voung men, when out on a bt hunt. had taken from the Sions,

Phe chiet requested 1 would return theny to those Indiims which
immedintely did @ at the same time stative that the bad ol Onk-paqy
who worthl visit we shortly, il five Torses belonsine to his Tl
which e wished me o oltain tor b, This | shall certiniy oo,
This aet fully shows vou the disposition of these Tudians t Gailiil]
treaty ~tipulations,

AN ot which is respeettully submitted,

Very vespeettully, your obedient servamt.

ALFRED J.0 VATUGITAN,
Lodivn Aoy,
Colonel Avrren CraviNeg,
S rintendsnt Tulion cAffairs, S Lonis. Missouit,

Forr LaraMie, Awgist 200 1855,

S 1 have the honor to report to the department. that since my
communieation of the 13th instant I have met, in council, the Chey-
enne bund of Indians of the South Platte, and also the band of Rionx
called Brule, of the North Platte.  These bands, from all the infor-
mation T can collect from every source, have continued firm fricuds of
the whites during the Sioux troubles.  These bands desire that they
nay have established among them a farmer and a blacksmith. T shall
meet the ehiefs of the Arapahoes of the South Platte. and the Ogallalah
band of Sioux of the North Platte, as early as the 22d instant. These
bands have also been friendly and peaceable during all of the Sionx
troubles. The band which’ murdered the mail party is called the
Wasagahas, and was the Bear’s hand before his death.  His brothers
and relatives were engaged in that affaiv, 1 eannot ascortain where
this band is at present hunting; L expeet. however, that my rumners
will soon bring me news of them.  These five bands are all that he-
long to the ageney of the Upper Platte. Al of them are at peace
among themselves, and with the whites, except the Wasagahas, and
heg earnestly that the trade in the Indian country may be restored,
for they are suffering—starving.

1 cannot ascertain from any reliable sonree that there are any hos-
tile Indians within this ageney.  There ave certainly none at the
Brilue, west, nor are there any assembled among the Black Hills, nor
on I7Ean qui Conrt. I that were the ease, or il" it were true that
at any point within thix ageney fifteen hostile Indians were assembled
for war, my runners would have informed me.

1 would respectfully recommend to the department that & black-
smith and a farmer be engaged for the Arapahoes il Cheyennes on
the South Platte, and also the same for the hands of Sioux on the
North Platte; and that the usial extimates for ohjeets of this nature
be asked of Congress,

1 forward dircetly io the department, in consequence of the ab=ence
from St. Lonis of Colonel Cimmings, on the Upper Missouri, am
feel that it is important that the department should have all the infor-
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No, 2,

Forr Lawasue, Soplondier 501800,
CSme Rinee my commurication to the department, on the 20th ui-
tgi_mn, in which T stated that T owas gathering the friendly banlds of
;'lj»lllx on the South Phate and Lavamic rivers, | have hebd a conneil
with the chiets and prineipal men of the Ogalaliade band of Sionx
who came in from the head waters of L'Ean qui Court. 1 explained
to them the reason why 1 oconld not deliver to them their annuity
gnm!s at present, and advised them to keep from the war path, They
iqvhml that they had always been friends of the whites, and had not
»nlk(-ll.lllu treaty of IN3 i, nor stolen horses from: the white 1nan on
the emivrant trail,
f: I had received previously . from the commanding aflicer of this post
Y e N I L H HH . M ’ ' ’
avorable reports of the fiiendly disposition of this Tawd. and of (he
(‘ﬂnrl.\' that the ehicfs were constantly making to presevve peace with
the '.\']nt_vs, by returning stolen horsesCrecaptured from the marand-
;ng parties of the Minne Coujons Sioux from the Missonri vivers and
Worestr: HY vy A [ PP R
‘...\ u“\t‘l(nnm,\ ._mcl preventing their yenng men trom joining hostile
ands in that direction. ) .
. !sh:lll forward to the depariment by the nest mail, of the 1otk
;u.\ll:ml, all of l!u- intormation which I ean obtain dursing the conneils,
0 be ield within the woxi ten days withe the varions hands of Sjoux
of this auency, ' .
I|I hul\'lv Just Il'(-n-vi\'wl regulations foe sehedulos of Indiae coods, dated
June L, ton late to forward to the depar i v g
e LA, : f . cdepartimeni and arvive hetore the
15th September. ! e
T e . M
Very respectfully. your most obodient servant,
THOMAN K TWIERS,
Lolicen clyond.
Hou. Col. Masveessy, !
Conunissioner Indivn cuirs,
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1 wn\'lv but s ontline dnonn dispat e ot Sl et and B v
tewber fast. ] el thie
Lnmeliately after oy vl s gl pests s die f
I bhewan to eollect intorttion fom Al velinble » v!lh‘t.\.‘ .l‘hn\ to ',u‘.i
' . g . PETS "
1 »n"tl\v whites, Tndians. trader-. and oihers, \\.\\n e '\‘1‘”"!“}1"r
lhulim commtry the Tost vear, aand darine adt of the date difiiondtes
nedix 3 PRNIN I
with the Nionx.
1t was soon made clear tony

anthee Toth Aneast Tt

ined thaat st portions of the Nioux
¢ aalallhe, Taud no share o part the mur-
s the Bratés and Owalallahe Tk no v i the wur
‘l."\\“:‘:;\:lhh|Nwri«-s whicl il Deen committed during the bast ‘l‘ui\L
‘I ‘;--:\ll'nw and were really desirous ad anxions to \\3‘(»1\‘('1\‘(‘,. :u‘u -(‘--'nl-[
l.‘ me their friendly awd peacernl relations with the Unite ﬁl'.l\ -H"d»:v
‘llcru resolved not to be toreed into war measires by the hostile party
“thedy own bands, . o ‘ o
" ;"ll;)l)o)"(lww circumstances, and with the convietion that 1 n‘ms\ ilr.t
) N » » Y 5‘?.
.me Ay or not at all, [ deched the North Platte the vhm”.lf.m(}‘, b
l\\'cm} the hostile and_ friendly Sionx, and lll&]\ll(("\(‘il‘ll}ltl‘l.Ll‘I]‘\‘ e
chief ¢ Big Partizan,” of the Brlés, and to the uhnzi' ~-‘1(_.mlu‘-t
Who-[s- -Cfrnid-(’t'—l[iwl{m‘scs," of the Uguh\lh\hs, the fon n‘lu «)‘ 1\:9
e at iin:l‘t\ea\\\x trading honse, vight !I\)Ill‘s‘ helow t};:‘ il:'"»lr’ﬂi"\l"\~ntv
) S rerrier’ s, cleht miles above, on the i atte,
latter at Ward and Guerrier's, e1gl we, on the B
and bring to the coueeil the prmm;‘mtl‘ mvni"Lit‘lu:\(\lhl;\‘:\l:':?l!?.tho —
‘ hief Biy Partisan, and the prin . 5,
net the chiet Big Par y pal e rulés,
..nll;w 10th ;\ugusl.huml stateld that they nm;l. ]m‘w: tt\(:l\ltnfnl\‘:‘ﬂti‘.:n\'
aceful ¢ +t that they were true frends v Sioux
aetx and peaceful conduc ther e true fricudss b
i raded w them for several winters, K
aoreter, who had traded with ) \ ters, knew all ¢
:‘Il\::l] who were engaged in the ml\rdurlm lﬂw Imulﬂ W“‘)'t:“ ‘x‘ixt\];llgl)i-
' 5 o of alé band who had committed depreds
ast. and those alsa of the Brulé : el .
1;;\1|<‘:n\ the whites. 1 forhid these mnrldm‘@rs_mn\l ‘n)ohlt)}:\:‘1‘1‘;'\1'11];0:3‘\(‘5
iy | . dde of the Platte, and requirved the friendly Brees
ing to the south sic Jequived the fricndl o ing
i ey fe st them all hostile Indians, on pan ol
to dyive away from amongs h ) S fhedr village.
mies it s 1 one of these ontlaws in th b
declnred enemies it should fine pthanes et e
is Brule vi vof 70 Tadges on Chevry ereek,
[ placed this Brule village o e wy eveck, 10 o
“thi » Njoux e o Qualillahs crossed the s
> of this nost.  The Sioux band of” Ogalullal ed the Ror
-l".\‘al\‘t‘tlo 'lwt\\'c]un the 20th and 28th .'\u;_"nslti in hmnl.\l p._\i\‘l1(‘?;0‘1(3]{10{q
, Y ¢ Guervier Ad o council with 3
adi o of Ward & Guervier. 1 held he chict
Fhl‘lln:n-}i(unl:i“»‘::l. men on the 29th, and gave them tl}u snne zult I?L ':1‘:('11
“‘{:ll}\lliti;vlln as 1 il previeusly given to the Brule l):\'n\}, and {o
N ) . ' - . - L . 3
their camp on the Laramie viver, 25 miles n?m\t til"‘l'gl'ml' ealled W
On the 20th Auwgust a small hand (40 Ils?fl:_;cs)‘ n( \l\\lfe;,“; e oal
H H N v - 5‘. nwe Ay A
alivs, cne [ ascertnined from my Sioux nte o
s, eame in. om N PURUI S R WS
TR y : a of this part of the baw
Bt iStatber) aud the headmen o s pat of U 1w
:. ]; wxend 1o the Big Bear ehiel (\l}l'll).!( his Nifetime, t'lu\\. snm‘cf et
1\‘\1\"\w\ driven wway from their village the relations nnd fr

his death
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the ofd ehief; nnd after the murder of the mail party had separated
themselves eutively trom the Wasagahas,  Uader these etveanstances,
1 took these okl men with their 40 lodges under my protection. Be-
tween the Ist and Sth September T eolleeted all of these portions of the
Sionx hads in one village on the Lavmeie river, 35 mites ahove this
post, and fonnd T el A0 Jodges, or ahont 1,000 souls,

On the 7th Septembier Toreecived news by express of the hattle he-
tween Generad Harney's eommaund and Little Tlhimder, ehiet of a pavt
of the Brold hand o Sioux, which took place en the Little Blue Water
ow the B Reptember. T assembled immediately the chiefs and prin-
cipal men of the friendly Sionx village aod gave theny all the particu-
lars of the battle, and the Joss sustatned by Little Thander’s baud i
killed, wounded and prisuners. They replied that ©General Harney
lid done righty Little Thunder bad been told by we, through friendly
tunners seut by then to keep oft from the emigrant trail, and to come
over (o the south side and take me by the hand, if’ he was fiiendly to
the United States. Dy remaining on the north side of the Platte he
showed himgelt an enemy to the whites,”

I fransmitted to General Harney on the 20th August official notice
of the measures | had adopted and proposed to follow stvictly, both in
respeet to the riendly and hostile Sioux, and also the houndary which
I had designated as separating the neatral from the hostile country.
I had wot, however, received any intimation or assurance that he
wonld sanetion those measures or respect that line previons (o his ar-
rival at this post on the 15th Septenther,

In an official interview with the general on the 17th, T gave bim a
brief history of my operations, and requested hing to take these friend-
ly Sioux which 1 h:ul collected together under his safeguard and pro-
tection; that 1 would pledge my head as sceurity for their good con-
duct and fidelity.

Fam huppy to veport that the gencral approved of my conduct in
regard to the Sioux; and [ am also pleased to state that the best un-
derstanding existed between us in :zh matters relating to Indian af-
fairs and he Sioux difticultios duriuyg the short time the general re-
mained at this post.

In conclusion, I trust my conduct and the manuer in which I have
discharged my duties will be approved by the honerable the Commis-
sioner of Indian Afhairs.

I have the honor to be, very respeétfully, your most obedient ser-
vaut,

THOMAS 8. TWISS,
Indicu Agent, Upper Platte.

Hon. "Pui: CostyrsstoNer or INDIAN AFPAIRS,

No. 28,

Inpran Auescey, Fort Larasig, Oclober 10, 1855,

Sik: 1 have the honor to siate that my annnal report of Indinn
affairs of the Upper Platte ageucy has beer: delayed beyond the timo
6
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REPORT OF THE
designated by the Hon. the Commissioner of Indian affairs, in eonse
wence of the Sioux diffienlties, .
K On my arrival at this post, on the 10th Awernst tast, 1 tound the
whole Indian conntry in a state of toverish exeitement and alam,
caused by the near approash of the Siomx expedition under the con
mand of General Harney, and the uneertaindy existing as to his in-
structions, or the measures that woukl bie adapted inorder to obitaiy
a solution of the Sionx dilienlties,
Po all inquiries addressad Lo me
<« Plere is n Sionx war.”’ ] . ) ) ]
It was difficult and almost impessible for me to obtain any i
formation ur facts that gave the frue state ol aflirs, or the (Il\[fl‘ﬁlllﬂn
and feclings of the Sioux Indians on the question of war or peace,
cither from the few whites, 1 sidents and tadersoor from !!w Inddians
themselves. 1 was fortunate in securing fur my Nioux interpreter
the services of Antoine Jannis, who had been s trader with the
Owalallah and Brule bands off Nious for twelve veurs, had restded in
o . . ot Ve -
gheir vitlages, and was personally acquainted with the pring ipal mes
of both bands, . o i -
From him 1 obtained important informatien s to what Juid brin
the true state of the Indian feeling and combuct, in relation fo the
unfortunate aflairs

1 wave but thiz one answer,

of last year, resulting in the massacrs of Lieu-
tenant Grattan and his detachment of United Rtates troops. and the
murder of the mail party. From the evidence hefore e, 1t \\";\e
plain that a great proportion of the twn bands of Sjoux, e
Ogalallahs and Brules, Qisavowed these aets, and were not partid
that had any share in them, and had separated themselves from te
guilty parties of those two bands, and’ were anxions 1o remain a
peace with the United States. 1 immediately adopted measi s
to war and peace parties. and carricd them into effvet, as statedinm
dispateh of the 1st instant. o ) ,

Phe Indian annuity goods have not heen distributed cither tethe
Sjonx bands or to the Avapahioes. The greater part of the Cheyen
band were near this post on my arrival, and_as there were o con
plaints made against them as being concerned in acts of hostility, o
of depredations on property of whites, I gave them their goods.

Phere are heavy charges against the Arapahoes for lfxlhng_: mﬂ\_e‘
and sheep during the present year. The owners of this stock ‘h::\;
not yet proved their claims hefore me, except one, for 48 hewl of ab
tle. ~ The whole amount elaimed will be nearly §15,000, andd will step
the annuity of this band for some years.

The Arapahoes, in cound
with me, admitied that they were wieatly in fanlt, but exenst

wl them-
gelves by saying they were starving; that the smallpox was raging 1t
their lm'lgcs', and prevented them frein gc'\in-,( out to hunt the ln!ﬂ:l:{'(-
They said they were willing (o have their annuity stopped until th
owners of this stock were fully paid. el
Phie Arapahoes and Cheyennes have applied to me to be supphi®
with o farmer and blacksmith, 1 would recommend to lh(-‘ll(.‘]ml'llm‘nﬂ
that this request be granted, and that Saint Vrain's fort, on ‘( ‘!»1
South Platte, be selected as the most suitable point for a fm;m and ?“
agency for the Arapahoes and Cheyennes of the South Platte &

e
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Arknnsug«. '.l‘h(-rc‘ is not, in the whole Iudian eountry, a more favora-
ble location for a farm for grazing stock and for g:ul;o than the South
Platte.  In a very short period of time the Arapahoes and Cheyennes
world become fixed and settled, and a part of each tribe, the old men
u'ml women, wonld become agricalturists, rude it is nruo .\'cl xnﬁi-
ciently ~skillful to raise corn, potatoes, and beans, and dwell in cabi
or fixed habitations, ’ ‘ e

The Sioux bands have also made a similar application; bt as only
a part of these was represented, T deem it proper to lms'tpnne reconi-
nendinge any action until after a peace with the whole Sjoux nation

It ix evident to me, from my short experience, that the bands of
Indians on the plains satler greatly, at particular seasons, by cold and
hunger. The buflalo is hecoming searce, wnd it is more difficult from
year to year for the Indians to kill a sufticient number to supply them
with food and clothing.  The old and the very young Indians are the
greatest sufferers, for they are less able to bear the intense cold of
winter and privation of food.  Thousands die annually from these
canses adone s and the certain gradual disappearance of the buffalo is
followed by the rapid, quick disappearance of the Indians, | would
recommend 6y the department aninerease, it possible, of the annuity
to the tribes of this agency for the next year.  There will be a greater

dc:,(‘rw' of s!ml-rim: than at any former {wriml. a

Ihe Indian trade is entirely stopped, and has heen for some time
past, consequently the Tndian is deprived ef all supplies from Indian
traders. He will not make robes, waiting tor a market; as a matter
of comse, it will e some, e after pence is restored and the trade
te-opened, before the Indians will have any article for trade or barter.

It is. therefore, aomatter of rreat moment that there should he some
setiree of supply (o the Indians. 1 am not prepared to propose any
!:('lh'r plan than the one above named; that s, to inerease the anmi-
ity and apply this additional amount to the purchase of corn and
provisions,

TR AV AR L A
oth Platte, and une for- th Sionx of the North atte on the
| i Courty or at_some point at a distance from this post, it

should not be inferved that 1 propese to divide the ageney. [ simply

Propose to consolidate the tribes of the Avapahoes and Chieyennes into

:[nc family, and the Sioux by themselves separately. At the present

alllm}lhosc bands are zcattered over a great extent of country. They

(,'O ound all along the trail from the head of Sweet Water, in the

“:‘(;\; (;'lllllh;_\:, in ('h‘(- Utah mnnlry,’ ameng the Comanches amld Kio-

oy ,nrltl‘l‘.(\cllln.\ far cast as the l:1\\'lno(~.~:,'x‘1gz|.nlst whom they send

o ]("on:'s, u‘m“ 'nlso‘ against the Utahs.  Their habits are roving,

lakc‘,s(o ;‘sutuuln' _\'\: l;‘(““‘“io".\:? and the seoner the government shall
i willllbr:) ‘n‘ou. ' »tl“w wbits the better will it he for the Indians,

boestablion: o ).Tc,\(:( ﬂm! I l‘ec-omm_el'ulod the farms and the ageney
stablished far distant from any military post. I would protest, in

I o e e e o It
even small 1t & i ' 0 1 ny z g_‘(,‘ nnds of ndians, or
o parties, to come into our military posts or encamping near
1, to transact business with the Indian agents, or for any other
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‘é ;’ purpose whatsaover,  ‘The whole plan 15 wrony I\.ndl‘llll'.‘?““’:!‘t.“:l‘h| J b )I‘jl\'u, {'lm. to reesmmend 1o the fmmediate aftention and .
P evil. Tt s the remute vatise of ‘.‘“ the proxeat N“".x {‘ -itll-"” hlva d."l, promptaction of the v|rl»:1i"lnc-||l the appointment of commmivsioners o
to grrtard agatinst a e of these troneles. “"I-s‘l‘ X t" ) -‘(m;ixf fo make Deatics with the Nioux el neizlib ning tibes, 14 is, in my
4 feelings between the fudinns and (l\:l ’\\'Inluf.’l will no |n‘rnu :u‘l‘- apinion, desirable it Hhese conmiisivners shondd be sent ont with o ‘ ‘
' rine my tevin of aflice, an Indian to vi<ita military posCies approach ]1‘!1:;- 4];Al":‘\"::~ ],_.:,;:.!.](,' Phere will he po dilienlts in convenine all
ar one, unfess Eam present. ol the Lands of i awoney i a0 groat couneil, Tor he parpose L.
"”"l:n“(l)\\'c:n:\\\‘ the tr'l\u]~.<. bo ke theth Ko sl v - pmvor,h? formines @ voneral freaty, the :lllr\“tnhllrv.\' ol \\'hi(,-h ”1‘1‘1:1\]' 'l"’\l.’ ;ll:mll}: L
- make them fear and respeet us. i as e :m"l :}p\».n‘ln-nll,“(n ‘m}! :qa’]“;‘nvn'(‘ and ehear to alb of tha, A ;-
mind, as the noomlay s, tl'mt the best and only l.li.q.'-‘.l lnful.n\ ”.‘; Phie Rioux war is nenr it tenmination. 101 am not totally mis- M
condueting onr Indian relations ix to establish mi n.\_l_\ pos ,'1.n g taken i ey Judyament. all of the Miony bands t0 the north will sub- “; y
heart of the Tudinn country. These '\h”".m Bee many ;nunj‘ l,‘hlull iﬂ. mit to General Harney, and sue for peace; they have no desire nor i
present establisherd,  There are h\l’:\h‘;’«-('\(-;\‘ points t~“u|;"|"“~. o “-,',], 1o fight or l"“'!"““—" the war,  The aftiiv on the Little Bluo §-
cceupicd forthwith: points where o handfid] of nen woits "'A'..“' " Water, on the 30 or Septembor, was a thunder clap to them, and has ? "
‘ cfficient service than large armics 8 the fickl durine campaiei,of u[_wm‘:l Um'r ears, and civen ihf.m to understand traths which they * A
gevernl campaigns. ’ - . o ot my duties fur- did ot Lelieve before that ehastisetent. f
]‘ dﬂl's n“‘ ﬁ“‘ ?\]5""“‘\"“\‘(“_\' \VI“I\'\ .‘h“ h“!“.”. o I"“ ¢ |-I.. ’Y ” l !'rnllﬂ.\(' tor l(‘l”il”l.h\]' lhl' l"'l‘\l'll‘ tear thi!‘ I)”?\'“ l“:;il ot Il_‘i\"o 3 ’
ther than to mune those points, aud i them fo the netice ol the Indian conntey withaut orders from the department, 1 shall
department, iz . <“”Hm'nn||<':lh- promptly any inteligence or faets that come to my N
bt the Big Timber, o0 the vk N i hvest l‘""“]"'.'-'." that may be important, or require the action of the gov- >
94, Phe bridge aeross the North Platte. 120 miles westnerfhvet ermment in setthing the Sions diicalics. “ :
i o vt Pierre trail Fhave the haner vo be very sespeetfully, vour obedient servant, gt
: ad. On White river, near Cache Butte, Fort Pierre tral. Btte e, e obdiont scrs ]
‘ 4th, On the porth fork of the Cheyenne viver, neat |tn-§|r “l’h‘kr ‘ Dudian Agerd. 3
Ath. Fort Benton, on the Upper Mixsonsi yiver, uc.:n\’llf‘o. \“‘tl Colonel e, .
mommains, and on the northern trail to thie Territory ot \'ih riny '\} Superivtendont Dusdion Affnirs
Phese nomadie tribes of the praines wandd then know t ui sfre n:‘«
v of the government uow they cannol he made to \\ndorsla\'mln.nr'riti“ -
prehiend it by degeription.  When 111 tolid tn them by ‘.“f \V\‘nu'.‘”
that sueh s the trath, they will ask, where is thix power of hlnl;,‘;‘a
of the whites?  Wedo not see il»~~\\'u_dn nat teel it—-we see l)l'll ';t ; N
fow whites—they are very weak amd teeble—why do not -}('""\“:1 fh‘i; ‘
come and light ug, if youn are as strong as youl say _\'n)\.':u.\-f l(“ ::-aux Cosets Bugrrs Awrsee,
the langunge and belief of the Indians of the praivies. s e 1 - . . s AN
hardly necessary to say that the puints nbove numned lf'cm;, ‘(:u |!f\~(‘.\ ln(tll:hl ;) conformity with the requirements of the Indian Depart-
with u strong force, would tend lo lm.*ak the lm_lu\m\ ]ml\“-”’l'mr d an " i pive the honor of submitting this my first annuat report,
New Mexicn to the 49th parallel of latitude, anl from the ron e ‘\\':‘ﬂ}\ ek, vttt (e simsetilol codition of he dilfrent 1hibes
the States to the Rocky mountains. It |s‘nl)\'wus!.\' the duty 0 a‘-e lT;m this ageney, I hoped to have been permittad o omit,
i government fo occupy the ludian country in such force s "" 0“";' o o e three tribes wnder my care, to'wit, the Paswnees, Omahas, and
!; the tribes; to observe in onr iutereourse with, them a c"-lrtml\ib(’" ”m(;(_-\ and Missonrias, have heen Wessed with good health during
b irmness and decision; and inour treaty stipulations to be 5nu.sk g “'("\I’l”ll;I .] lt"w Been with fhem, They all haie plenty to et and
o and generous—to give, in presents, mich wore than they "f 1‘¢- in o b e two Intter tribes heing furnished by government with flour,
3 have any reason {0 expect. They are only ﬂ_m wards M‘ “}"\{c‘n\“y; own w‘f“'lf,. sugar, and coffee. The Pawncees have to depend on their
zi powerful nation—-poor, helpless, ignovant children—and wi el o o :«fn.mu‘s'; they wise corn, N A oo
‘3} i remain such. 1t therefore becomes the duty and tr‘ue !3([),:;'!0 X in kill&:(cjl: extent.” Should they be sneeesstul on their winter's Tunt
i generous people to destroy at once the power o ”mb? i ant ¢ in (‘m;ln ",'-nn]or they will have plenty; but should the Sionx come
'a nischicf, and then to feed and clothe them for the ﬂllpx(. remng o s et \ull_l them, prove an overmateh and drive them trom the
ST their days, and to adopt such other measures to ameliorate thel'r0 ;ln‘f, t.hh.‘v will rcturn sithoul meat fo eat, o vohes fo exchange for
L dition as may be decmed proper. Let us civilize Qrst, or Hm' e i\"e"o;;tﬁ- nm'l ammanition, in which ovent {hey will e compelied to
”} | attempt to lead them into habits of “3"'(’""“"0’ "’“‘! of ]‘mmil’“a that w‘("“l 3 lurlh(-rl‘nnro, it must be understood by the department,
L habitations. Missions and schools will then svon follow as 8 (ake, en these Indiaus leave for their winter's hunt everything is
: of course. v owith them, big, litile, old and young, squaws and all go.
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Their corn, &e., they cache by digaing 2 hole in the ground in the
shape of a tunnel, Tittle cwl up, in which they store handreds of
lms‘wh“. but during  their absence straegling bands of other trikes
cometimes find the caches and roh them, {akiug the whole contonts;
this, however, seldow ocam s, for these hales of deposit ave extremely
diflienlt to discover.  Shoubd the Pawnees he driven from the phaing,
Killing ne butfalo, and on veturnine find their corn stolen, much st
fering will ensue by way of hunger. They number abont four thou-
gindh sl have three villages en the Platte viver, on governmend tand.
Sometimes they meet with fosson the plains doring Pattie, by way of
the encmy taking their ponies: this, however, can casily be repairel,
for it is no trick tor fifteen or twenty Pawnees to go ated steal more
o the Camanelies vr any other {ribe. xay five hundred or more miles
distant.  In fact, Lam Tuelined to the opiuion that they geet all their
horses in this way. They do unt cteal mueh from the whites boeane
of fear; they are fewd and dirty. yet disposed to he indus trions awd
oherlient to the will ot the gn\‘(-rmm'm»——muM b indueed, perbaps,
to give some attention to cdieation and feavn to work, with less tronble
than the other tribes of this ageney, CGovermment shonld purehas
their lands. at least sce that they have: vaod veserve or hotne some
place, and give them a fair frial.

The Sioux have only fwice thix reason wmlertaken to extenminate
the Pawncees, at hoth times PCwas a0 diawn battle, perhaps not e
than ten or twelve killed an each cide, On the tast occasinn the Siong
killed twenty or thirty Prwnee horses,

Phis tribe has no mons o sending ety ehiblren 1o sehool and
whieh 1 hape shortly o see providel fors government duing nothing
more than enisbing them with u smith shop and Dhlaekstoith.

Phe Ottae aned Missonria {ribe of halians ave Hving on thedr reserve
on the Big Blue viver, near the line dividing Kansas and Nebrasks
Territories: they raised hut a stndl portion of eorn durine the ladt
jumer, e now on their winter's hunt, and witl, in all protability,
wot kill wuaeh e, soon yeturn, and depend on goverinent to fur-
nish them with provisions,  They, the nen, soem to have great aver-
sion to labor, will drink Tiquor when it can be had, aml make {3
promises of what they are going to doon their farm next season. As
yet we have heen nble to do but little in the way of farming for this
tribie, owing to the time they were vevioved, which was in duly lasts
but one hundred acres of praivie are yot broken, one dwelling-hous
and smith shop eveeted, and one hundved tons of hay well put up
Phey number abont six hundred, in my opinion, though the pay-10)
ghows more, 1t is extremely diflienlt to get the Grue number—cotindt
and trn ont one at a time is the only chance. his trilie by natur
scems to be more intelligent than the others of this ageney, and 0
practice most insolent. but loss disposed lo labor and Lo favor el
cation. .

"fhe Omaha teibe of Indians, since the death of their principal chiefy
Logan Poitenelle, in July last, who was killed and sealped on
Loup Fork, seem to be feantic with fear; they ave afraid to do any
thing. 'I'hey are now on a Jithe tonr hunting; will remnin near {he
mouth of the Horn during the winter; number about cight hune ey
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mll.l(d'“-(f ((tn.|‘1 \.;sl, season ;. notwithstanding one hundrved and thirty
ml ¢( fl(r‘('n .“,(rl~" I tirlgllr'rl, and potatoes, turnips, corn, and ')Hc.’k“‘h(“l(y
p'!“m“ n ?mll;n tor them, they ahandoned all, went huntine ; II‘I(‘;.
;:;:u' ”1‘1(1':1 :(«)’l\:l:l;_n‘ l)’I‘l‘, the l»l:u,ns, sl so far it scems inl("'*‘;‘—;l,;le {0
g an return, wy are doine i or ‘ « §
o et Ay ing nothing tor themselves in the
Wy ol ipeve '44(' ser for !mml or body, and hetore they will
‘).,“in:r 0 } t e t.unslnwl: . I'his tribe merits somethine for aban-
NS h“( llf.“(\,(lll' .udmnt”slun(s.l Asa tribe they have used hat litdle
\ ¢ Jas elve months, and, eonsiderine vir prosimi it 1
conelude the chiefs and nm’n\' of tl::fsll:ch-xllll:;jr”““ ‘!)wxm;ll}’ e
ude the chic any of ¢ hes e are dispose orsak
ﬂ)(l';phl'('“llﬂ, s fatal to them, of drinkine posed (o forsake
wt Hitle is doiue within this in
f £ 1 this ageney s way of i
bl the Fudian throws off’ his l:r-\tl:;f{}t l-:ln‘]hnlv ‘H“( " (‘d;lf'-““”", P
N a | R H M and aes to wor INOWe {
to scheol, he will be an Tadian still, ol el s
Respeettully, sir, your obedient servant,
GLORGE HEPNER ¢
Cal. A, CrssaNa, s, \EENER, fudian Agent.
S cidaudod idian Afpairs, S Loads, Mo

Na, 20,

Yoy Ty
N Grrar Nowena Acexey, Sepferdier 30, 1855
hi'i,l':. ,«’ ]l"l‘l.? “N~|h""1nr to report that the S and FPox and Jowa
e< ol Tndians belanginge to this aeeney hay i an
s ol wing s ageney have enjoved an unus
'.]‘:—!N!' of good health thvowhont the past year; :u‘nlq" nulwilhil{l:::{l
’ s ateity s H 7 4 1 . N o )
;“".“- t'u scarcity and high price of subsistence, there has heen no ma-
‘;)xur': ,:-uii;'r;pg on this ”l(.‘.'”m" There has been less deankenness
Hretofole auong t 1em u"‘l MY ] av U3 ) in
! s thew, somee have exerted themselves in
:{:\ I(Ii‘gvl'r suppress the trattie inoardent spivits. - On one ceeasion they
u;.s' 'l':"'.'i two harrels of whiskey on the line of the reserve of the Sacs
iu)«': ‘;-\(';-‘ ad a anather Gime one on the halt=hreed fands, by Knock-
m"!l their heads and emptying theiv contents on the gronnd, 1
ﬁgr‘oi that a few of the individualsy thus engaced conkbd not withstand
. ) » > » . N o© :
“‘:’(M: xlnllmll'lm{n,lunl('l pm-lu'uk of it before it was all thrown away; and
) alked to them ahout it, their only reply w ¢ Rathor,
could not help it; we di o ¥ reply was, ¢ Father, we
" A s we did not like to ¥ee so much good firewater waste
“hlllv‘;ﬂul saving a little of it.”’ oo firewater wasted
The Raes and Foxes of Missouri have a fine ferfile country, well
watered and timbered e fSwhi a oy it
e nbered, aud the ““white man’ is already making in-
e thlu(;s to the probable time when they can aceupy it, notwithstand-
) x;lg;«l! quantity of unocenpied land, much of which was recent-
thoce ’: ];_\ ll(llt‘(lls'lll these (("l‘l‘l((ll‘lc.\'. I, however, hope, as some of
ey “":«t t‘;::i"r(i!llms';n;mllh‘ ln:prm’u theiv condition by tilling the
» that they will not bie disturbed, al Jest unti > expori ¢
boal‘x] i o, , il the experiment has
o te Iowns have been quite suecessful this year in raising corn and
cgelables,  Some of them took g ajl ivate 1
ot thacs., Bomo rem took especinl pains to cultivate the seeds
y the Commissioner of Indian Affairs from Washington
o
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city.  This tribe bus prepared 4 Tavge quantity of vsweel corn’ for
fufure use, . o
Whe foway Wlacksmith fiwds il mnpln_\'nmxt. iui uol nlnl) warks ai
ix f¢ \ atrs arad work of thedr planghs aml widons,
his forge, hut repairs the wos A work of hsan -
l"m‘rﬂ\:e nlwn\&linnx of the Sae and Fox fanm, Trefer yorto the 1o
) rmer Pler berewith,
sort of the farmer and mithe : . .
] e sehool, nnder the charge of the l'xvsl-.\'lv\‘mn |I1““"“;‘ of 1 ':lel;;n
fssion derd, 1w nder the ofticial superinten-
Missions, has been condueted, as waal, u ' pointen:
ey of : awin, The whole number of yapals is ol;
deney of the Rev, Sanuel Trwin, " i
0:‘ hoese 20 are malex and 22 females, whe ’lul‘l)nn:.: o (4‘," L«.\.\lu\}n;g_t
ihes, viz: s 20 Saes apd Poxes, ol Pawnees, S sSionx,
tribes, viz: loways, 87 sad awnees, §: Sy,
Blackfeet, T3 Ottees, o, and Cheyenne, § (¢ i u souree of o.\l:;m,o
3 N . " q o 3!
regret that (he Indians are so obstimdely averse to :l‘l;llllsll'llﬁ k|:(:
i is or any g heneficinl institution, wy well kno
chilitren to (his or any other heuctien . 4 oo
that they are comfurtably clothed, fed amlnl cared lin.l‘ :::'u‘l |i\(:<l- t‘lll;\Y‘
i avi ‘A anselves, to e reared eness, e
wefer having them with H-u mst , eared in idlenes
}mkwl and fﬁu]u('nn\' sufferiyg for mere suliistence. Phey seem o
jove if S hecome cdueated and industrious, possessiig the
believe that it they become cdneatea m ‘ i, L
i ans to roetre i deeent and comfortable Livelthood, L
ability and means to procure s dee d ' h ‘
they are lost to them nud their tribe. his can only \wl lm L‘;“t‘}.(:l. h;rr‘
by their own ignorance and degraded condition. 1 sha nu] '((-‘f]-(&l b
urge upon them the importance and actual necessity of t‘( a !I|l’)FI “‘Iilth
children so as to fit them to compete tn the great struggele of hife
the white man. ) B
All of which is respectiully submitted by yow ohedient servant,

. VANDERSLICY,
Indian Agenl.

Cor. A. ComMming, ) .
Superintendent of Indian Afuirs.

No. 31,

Towa axp Sac Misstox, -
September 29, 1855,
. . " . "
Drear Stk: The statement furnished you this mmmng}m%l s-h:xe
{he number of scholars in school, the tribes from wlnlm (\\(‘t) e
gathered, as well as an outline of llhcn‘ p(r)ogrltiss |‘|‘| 5:1;(‘_.\‘.};0:““3‘“
5 e in W ’ fe teacher n the firs !
sent we are in want of a male teacher. 1 off the mot!
- McCain, who has been teaching for some time, closed his servie
Mr. McCain, who ha g ¢ ‘ o e
in that capacity, and_we have only Mys. Fullerton, w \l« s o
teacher, to curry on the school for the present,  Ti is, howevet,

i sacher one

from (he intention of the hoard to he without a male teacher, and oo

will be secured as soon as possibie. . . o

We have not been sparing in onr cfforts to cuu‘u n‘t‘u'lm\n‘ig ]0: i
dustry and labor among the children, both on the farm

. . . o - H . m ¢ bo '8
house, and we think it has not been altogether a failure. lt}]il\lllss‘

they

work well and regular on the farm, while the givls are eq!;n b
trious in the house. With some the question may arise wie
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do not work too muek @ but when we soe that their habits of industry
anel cecnamy ave adl o be formed Yoo and that untit thes bahits e
fortsed Tetterss can he of bt Bt wse (o them, there seeins litide dan-
per of cerving this essential part of their education too e, We
have always observed that the wene aniform and striet they are kept
at business the more aminble and covtented they seem to e,

There still seems 1o b a Hogering disposition among (he relatives
and pr.-!iwm-&l friends of some of the ehildien to persuade and entice
them ofl’ to their new seftlements, They e with friendly preten-
sions, eat and lodee at the mizsion. amd ¢er we are aware some of the
scholars ave missing.  And when onee away it s exeeelingly hard
for us to recover them ;. no one scems 1o know where they are. Sym-
pathy scems to v in favor of the relative, and sport and rvidicule is
sometimes the reward for a toilsome teip to find the little runaway.
Stith we can well sympathise with the kind hearted relative, whe
thinks he seeks the good of the child, Their attachments are not
tempered with knowledge s they cannot value an education, beeause
they know not what it is; and when they hear of their children heing
at work, a thing not most congenial to themselves, or of their heing
chastised in schood, it is not strange that they should feel desirous of
having them with thamselves.

But we are happy to say that these cases of stealthful departure
from school, though the influence of relatives, are growing less tre-
quent; and we trust that with the aid which, vuder the new regula-
tiong, you will be able to give they will soon be unknown,

The only hope now for the remaining fragments of these (dying
trilies is a thovongh training, both in letters and manual labor ; and
we Jook with interest to the new eontracts between the government
and the mission haard for the more full and decided fulfilment of these
desirable objeets,  We are well prepared with clothing, rooms, pro-
visions, &e., Tor the tulfilment of the hoard’s contract; and we are
ready and anxious to render alt the aid in owr power to colleet the Tull
number of scholars from all these tribes when contracts have been
made.

I should like o say something with regard to the religious and
moral condition of the chithren amd school, hut these lines having
been put off now to the Intest henr, on account of sickness, and having
nathing that wonld be striking or decidedly interesting on this point,
I'must close,

With best wishies, I am. dear siv, your friend and obedient servant,

SoOMLOIRWIN.

Col. D. Vaxpensuier.

No. 32,

IPary oF Saes Axp Foxes or Missount,
Seplember 30, 1855.
Si: In obedience to your notice of the 27th instant, I report that
the opérations of the farm of the Sacs and Foxes of Missouri have
been but partially successful. 1 had twenty-five acres of wheat well
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put in, the gronnd twice ploughed, twice harrowed, and rollel with
o lieavy voller; it looked well, but the prospect for agool crop was
blasted by mueh of it beiug frozen out, there being no snow retained
upon it; the fields being the highest gronnd on the tarm, the windg
swepl off all the snow that fell. Notwithstanding, a part ot it did
tolerably well.  But the long and continued vains destroyal most of
it after it was havvested, 'The oat erop, abont fitteen acres, produeel
well, and the mast of it was savel naninjured, Leing housed fn the
barn: three stacks weve mueh injured by the rain, which was driven
into them by the stronge windst also some seven or cight tons ot hay
were totally destroved,  [ndesd the erops off wheat, oats, and early
cut hay, throughout this vegion and in Miscouri, were mueh damaeal,
and in some instanees whole erops were lost,

The same canse which injured the erops referred to T assisteld
materiadly in bringing out the bder crops of corn, potataes, anl
pumpkins,

From an estimate st made, theve will be about 3,000 busbiels of
corn, 700 buzhils of potatoes, and an abundance of: pumpkine, o dis-
tribute mmoneg the Indians, after retaining a suflicieney for the stock
helonging to the form. Tnoaddition, we have put up, aned ine goal
avder, about sixteen tons of hay,

Having wderstead from you that the Tndians desired one more
crop ofl this taem, 1 presume it is intended, as soon as possible,
wind up the farming operations immediately thereatter, with as little
expense as possible,

It is much to be regretted that the Tndinns tremselves cannet e
induced to labor, and partiealarly ax the price of Tabor in this conndry
is 50 very high,

I will, as requested by yon, make out an estimate of the necessary
expenees at as early o day as possible,”

Very respeetfully, your obedient servant,

THOS, 1. VANDERSLICLE,
St and Poe Favmer and Miller,

Major D, Vaxoersnien,

Indiuiy Ayent.

No. 33,

Kreravoo Aaesey,
Crasshopper FFord, Oclober b, 1855.
sm: Agreeably to the requivements of the rvegulations of the
Indian Department, the following report is most respeetfully sub-
mitted :

The Indians upon this reserve have enjoyed a goot degree of health
the past season, until within a short time past. Those living upon
the south part of the reserve, near the emigrant and military road,
have had some sickness from the emigrant trains passing near them,
and there have been two or three cases of cholera which have prove
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fn.mll._ Lam sorry to say that quite a nmmber are af this time sick
with !t'\(‘l anud agne all settled “on or near the strenms and among
the lm_n!»‘vr have sultered more or fess with the aliove divense, while
thoze Niving upon the high and open praivie have not seflived iy e
least fiom sickness or disease of any kind
"ne o4 we : N en . v
Phe valley of the Grasshopper i< one of extreme fertility ; the ht
OOl 3 g H . g : i N
toms e wide and peculiarly adapted to the culture of all the penal
grams. &ecet o western conntey s with avood deeree of fine timber
uh'n‘\y: the watn stream and it Iranehoes, . ) ‘
; llhnlr"v e not been as el fiquor diank as waal amone 1his trile
N . ' : N H - |
(t') mwedians: it i) as Joneas the whites will hrine the article into
e cotntry asanarticle of teadlic e poor Tndinn wil! have it. us he
k",«l.‘us o boanels to his voreions amd savipse appetite
. I“ Fonorable members of the comnerl aned lesisiature of the Per-
ritery of Kanxas enacted Taws at their sittine which will, T think. g0
;(r}. tar towsttds suppressine the evil and netavions (rafie anon the
ndians alaie the Larders of (heir reserye )
There is o porti ' i l -
tre s portion of the tribe that are exeoel] C anXions
o oIt petion - fribe ¢ re exeeedingly anxions to pn
. e oy themselves whereby  some restraint and
{‘mm,\ sent can be inflicted wpon those of theie tribe who may he
rrmn}huw to time, It]»nml intoxicated, but as vt the chiefs and head.
nen have not atreed upen any plan the el justifiod § i
e 1n) 1t they feel justiti
e i pl ¥ teel justified in pntting
There Turs b i :
civilizatio '*' v en |n|.|l litt 1 .\xl\.\n(vq.vtr}l_( macde Coavaeds the goal of
o ”.‘._l ”n \; Prstoseien neng the Kickapoos: weithe © ean there
CHUE ey have pertmnent missionnries .
. : t : les ameone the ol oxe 5
for their elildyen, i el el
The Indinns have i "
i :l(lll}]:l\ have put Up o pantity of dricd corn and pumpkins,
A vien l wiih their wnnuity, for their subsistencs; so that but little
0 .!f. need beentertained o their suflerineg the comine winter. A\
[‘l.'lnn of the l\n.']\':l]nn-s have buill quite comtrtable e eabine the
(f"’.}}_ stmgner, while athers sl peetor the mere rude andd savaee way
iving in the old fashioned bark witwams, and prefer hunting to
altivating the sajl, ‘ )
All of which T most respeettully snbmit,
Yours, most respeetfully,
R. BALDWIYN,
Ind un Ages
Colane] A, CuMMING, Ayent.
o . ..
Supcrintendeont Indian Aflaire, 81, Lonis.

No. 34,

. o " DrLawane Aaesey, Septeinlicr 21, 1855,
l":“!(lt..lhe annual report of an agent as to the condition of the
o ts under his charge and Hmited powers of profection is generally
; _pcrlmps correetly, summed up in o fow words: ]

uprovement since my Iast report.'’

b

“ But little
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LU
'he erisis conseguent upon the opening of this I‘“n-“;l"? t ‘;'}!tllh‘-
wpulation hins pot as vt proved i\.\'\ ml‘\;-;‘:(-‘t{‘-‘ﬂ‘u;;“\\‘;’i\.:u-q.vmu |:
c was instly anticipated by the plilanuiroepist. ;
Yelowaves ax was justly anticipa A e
neli ortheless ‘o witnessed and experteneed o
dians, vevertheless, have wi ! v wed cnoih b
il.:‘ll'.«- ”'I(“ll' confidenve in the Jawr whicl govern l.‘u‘ \\hxh.. or |(\; «?:..
1 should say civilized raee. The drenpticn af intrwdess upon nl:
et A . i i TCA RS Sty YRS S
trnet land s their bloody dissensions<: onthreaks ot ]inlli_\i \\‘< \‘.‘:“‘:m
necessarily to these unsophisticatal |v(-‘n|th- ]mlw\P“ll.\;.]t\;‘(‘r(":‘;nfi};;c "
v ! i svorable fiehts md shoubd there 5
of vovernment 1poan untavera 1Y A xhot re spring v
i,u fhe bosoms of the Indians gencrally an i veased .tl}.\‘l{ u: l'l\T'\\"J‘:ﬁ
rovermmnent, ard o greater disinclination to hun-nw‘(.h ‘;«l,r“‘.“)ml.“
it) white m(:n, nettirer the Endian agent nor the Tndian Deps
i ully . joete ‘cnsuye,
it rihifully to b subjected to consu L ,
“".‘i\‘ll'l\'éﬁc\‘|x(‘l’i(‘ll(’\‘l‘ a good dead of difieulty in niu(m;:(!h'«' m\n}:}g
of this ageney.  Nuwerons wrongs h{l\'«- hvv\: ]lu'\" w(i;uli‘«;:w,‘ :"Qm;\,\i
arts of the resepve the white mnn hasowasted ) \
e it ing 1 A lamls, aleo, have leen
i - wi Sy md s the trast lamds, , :
timber with an unsparing hant » s b e o
st in consequence of the seitletnents made th .
sreatly injured in consequenc: o el e M
’fh(“(\l.lﬁ' have conjlained, l‘mt i;; no purl‘lj»c, ! h"l";:( h:\‘:-‘:'\‘r\‘:pl"::;|| "
forewar X3 ) provecdings. r e )
to forewarn and threaten leg . ! ; neLion o
i is sti gisted ing and, unless remediea of g
timber is still peraisted in; and, s ey
: qsted in the hands of the agent, whertiy
character are enfrusted in | rent crehy be e
' espussers who may be fountd on res
be enabled to expel trespassers who may be foennd g ved s
committing waste, large anmual approprintions ot ?m‘uw.’s \:‘l](\i‘\iﬂ:‘
1;cquircd i instituting and prosccuting lawsiits; l-u;l‘m t‘lﬂi‘q Juthy
the government is hound to protect these ]n}-nph-: ‘;:‘ :l‘.)n““ o
revision of the laws in relation o Indian tribes would do
ndyisaie. s . . cors (Conuress, inA
he late treaty with the Delnwares cmpowers O “T e e
tinited extent, to embrace them under ifs jurisdiction, o
b (Tl“tl ! ‘f v simple Inws adupted o their condition and
opinion that u few s _ condition, A7
i - instance, as @ system of commoi s¢ 3
capacity, such, for instunce, s a8 common Ls discon:
nclctc(l “with m’issinmlr)’ cstnbhshl‘nonls, 1 ‘Il‘llh‘ n‘nmm‘\.l“ ;i:(LELi\‘SI“)(‘
s dle onthreineg contracts between the members y
Taws rigidly entoreing contracts I l S
Sibly ot with their consent, and do much 1o
would possibly meet with th 150 n !
i improvi heir condition.  The adminis
clevating and improving theil . AT,
s ¢ Aleoted without a resort to taxation, b
these Tnws could be effected w T : ion, by AR
intin ‘o which witl avige from the saje of the :
winting the meneys which will ! o of the valutis
}umls transferred By them in trust to the United States by thel

3\ SV 8 N ey is .,‘ w 5\“‘ \\'llh
'fho sooncr the anntity system or policy is dispen

the bietter for this ill-fated race, e
Phe agricultural or laboring portien of th

treaty.
is tribe have done \\'el:
. et Cof fond
this senron; abundant crops ol corn promise theiis a s_up‘pl_f ;:\i -,-!\‘ro«
for the (-nsu’ing year, and hut a small part of their annuily, comys

N . ,‘ 7 . "W v " 1! )\ l\“c:‘(l.
with that of the last scason, will have t‘;;‘,ul«“_:\lllé(l;(li;ll‘"gz()x,
Indian Ayend.

Colonet A. CoMMixg, .
Superintendent {ndian Affaivs.
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Noo 30,

Suawser anxn Wyanoor Acpvey,
(4o g .'{, 18534,

Sz focomplinnee with the regulutions of the Tudian Departinent,
under which 1 have the honor to act, 1 sabmit the following briet
report of the condition of this ageney during the past year, N gives
me much pleasure o stite that the Shawnee and Wyandot tribes of
indians, cmbraced within my ageney, have enjoyed, during the Inst
twelve months, an almost uninterrnpted prosperity, and they are now
rejoicing in an abundant veturn from the toils and labors of the hus-
bawdman.,  While disease and death in their most malignant form
have visifed some of the neighboving tribes, and many of the white
seltlements, they have been peculiarly exempted from hoth, except in
one locality, the “Friends” Shavnee Mission,” which was, in the
month of July, entirely broken up in cousequence of severe sickness
among the scholars,  Tn eonsequence of this sickness, and an unex-
pected ehange in the superintemdent anid teachers, no ceport has been
received, 1 learn, however, from My, Hadley, who has but recently
taken charge, that the prospect tfor a tull selpwl during the coming
term is very flattering,  From the Baptist mission no report hasg heen
received,  "The school formerly kept there has been entirely aban-
doned, 1 learn that instrnetions have been reesiveld by Mr, Barker,
the gentleman in charge, from the society to rent the buildings and
improvements,  Uhe Shawnee mannal labor sehool, under the able
saperintendeney of the Rev, Fhomas Johnsong is in o very prosperous
eondition.  His efforts, united with thase of the teachers, to edneate
mentally and morally the yonth entrusted to his eave have been emi-
nently successful, [t was my pleasure to be present at the last annual
examination, and the proficieney exhibited in all the stadies upon
which they were examined was alike ereditable to teachers and schol-
ars,  For amore detailed and statistical aecount of the condition and
prospeets of the school, 1 refer yon 1o the accompanying report of the
surm-infcmlunl, Rev. Thomas Johnson.

The Shawnees, as well as the Wyandots, are making rapid pro-
gress towards civilization, nnd are gathering around them the com-
forts, and, in many instances, some of the elegancies of a more refined
and cultivated life. Prostitution, drunkenness, and vice of every
character, which but a short time since were, it not actually counte-
uanced by the headmen of the nation, winked ut, are, under the infiu-
cence of good and wholesome laws enacted aud enforced by their coun-
cils, rapidly disappearing.  Vor drunkenness the annnity of the man
convieted is \\'ith‘ml«l and a fine imposed,, In the ease of the female,
her head is shaved in addition to the withhokling her share.  Yet
this degrading vice cannot be whally eradicated until the legislatures
of the Stutes borderitig on the hiomes of the Indinns are induced to
enact more stringent Inws against the sale of intoxicating drink to the
Indian,  "The law of Missouri upon the subject is, in fact, of no avail,
the proof required leing sucl as to render it almost impossible to con-
viet under it.  Several arrests have been made within the 'Perritory,
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and indictments found against persons tor introducing and selling
whiskey within the Shawnce eonntry. vy bail has been pequiral
for theiv appearance before {he distriet court of the Territory, aned
every effort will be minde 1o conviet then,

Ayveeably to fustrietions peceived from the department, throuah
your oftice, 1 caused notives 1o be ]n‘in\wl, sl L thes pested
thironghoud the whole Shawnee reserve, warning  trespassers and
intruders that they were doing so i direet viobation of law, wnd 1
also cansed the orders of the departient ta be published i several of
the papers on the border, nnd within the Perritory, aud 1 am sony th
say thus far with hat little or no ofteet, The most aluable portions
of the timbered lamls are being entirely stvipped. Having no fores
at my disposal, I have heen uiable 1o prevent this,

{informed you, by telegraph, that cortain snifs had been Lozt in
the cirenit conrt of Jackson connty by I, WL Thowpson and others
against Captain Joseph Parks and othier Shawnees,  Not having e
ty receive fustruetions from Washington in regand us to what sctinn
{o take in the natter hetore it would come np in court, by my slviee
they employed Coloned A, . Jsanes, Uniteld States district attorney
for the district off Kansas, who, together with his pavtner, AWilliam
15, Millor, esy.. and Mr. Hicks. of Indepemtence, appenred, and sueeess-
fully defended them, For a hetter umlerstanding o the subject and
points at issue, 1 refer you to the nl-cn)llp:\nyh\g cortified copivs ot the
papers and pleadings filed in the clerk’s oftice it Tndependence, which
I have only to-day born able to procure.

(treat aissatisfaction was created hoth amony the Shiawt ces and
Wyandotts by the retention on the part of the departiment ot s pottion
of their aumiity due the present month. The Shawnees utterly refuse
to receive any part less than the whole amonnt,  The Wyandats at
first also refused, hut upon o botter nnderstanding of the reasons far
the retention, they signified heir consent o receive fhemmunt remit-
ted.  Their payment will, theretore, take Mave so sonn us the eolms-
stoners appointed under the tate treaty sbadl have discharge-1 the dutis
cutiusted to thery, which will be abont the 26th ot the prosent wonth.

While the poliey of retaining of the Tudian aunuitics for payments
in the spring is, asa general thing, o wood one, and beneficial to the
fudian, 50 far as regn ds the more improvident tribes, it is perhaps o
a doubtful nature in the east of the more civilized and atvaneal tibes.
Phe Indinns over whom 1 hve the honor to be placet have always,
ginee I have entered upon the duties of my oftice, evineed an earnest
desire to comply faithinlly with the very Jetter of thei treaty stipula-
tions. A deviation from the strint requirements of the treaties on the
part of government cannot fail to wenken their fuith fu its intoyrity.
'o say the least, it gives those who are disposed to fail in their engage:
ments an excuse for doing so.

Very respectiully, your obedient seyvaut,

ROBERT ¢. MILLER,
Inclian dyeat.

Colonel A. CumMiNe,

Superintendent Indian Affairs, St. Louis, AMissouri.
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o l);.l-.u_vr.\u:m or THE INTERION,
_ , ice hdion Aghnire, O-tiher 19, 1855
S The paragrapbs in the anpund v ' . in re
) } e . veport of Avent Mi i
e parngraph i 1 Agent Miller, in rela-
;.".-‘“:.x'|l“|p‘l\'\“\'~\";l;\{“(“““ expressed by the Wyandots and SIAm\j\'ll;‘(']tj:
alent wle amannt of theiv annuities was not sent frward ro
Gt '|'l :1}("] to proditee the npression that that oilice I'A :‘l lt”"m' Lo
a Gons . b . L R
ill(;l I‘:!‘:'l' ']"':)'”“,"l the sabjeet not fully in accordanee with :fnl lt‘l‘n“:
Juosts . ¥ . L * s
class of m'«u \‘:'h ”1‘3':"‘”; bt ’lﬂfh-*r in hatmaony with those of Ih:t
s aatre very ready to threw obstacles §
B ottt wh o ) _ stacles fn the way of
government, in its adinistration of Tndiau atfairs, and to :::l\u;:t‘ :;lﬁ
irs, e

Mt neces<iry \')N" “er 1 O ObL
IV, W ver ”l womayv be )| ] S
tHeney N LILE w, t tain ”ll‘ lll(‘ aus

The p“}i('\‘ h
the treasury nntil nex i
h ASHTY next spring was nof 8 i
views.  Thitt question "l. ”lh was ot submifted to the agent for his
views, | That queation \in determined here, anid, with the r\m»m\n-
were informed 1 ".I,'\ of the laterior, action was taken, of which \‘l;ll
wers inforn, "‘l "..“flr of 1ith Augnst. and the sums decmed prope
“ier . and which .tlw agent has veeeived.  The |\r(\i\|icl»(\l '
ey, o e pyensnpe dhb - hr , i s
referenee to the subieet illl({:'t’(' ;":::l}‘fl ";:1‘)"(‘ ’\g""' Miller, nnd his
et O T R AT LB of view, is as i opri
!|‘|~ views are, inomy opinion, inconsistent with the ,1?u|'»]\'m|nmh\. o
w\'lmlmns B my e true interests of
o will apprise Aee iller of
v 1 ( N Agent Miller of the contents of this note
¥ respectiallv, vour abedient servant ‘
GRO. W, MANYPENNY
* y
A Crasse, B Comniiss oner.
Noopn rimi ST .
preinicncdcut Tudion Affaivs, St Lonis, Mo,

Ne. 37,

Q
Suawxee Maxvan Lasor Scitoon,
A . . -
St Dho i1 . i September 30, 1855,
tions of tlu-“;]:‘n(:lil(]lr:: i;;l:x:([d \\'h'o,,: ”; compliance with the obliga-
s of the Tne I.l‘ ment, it hecomes my duty :
Y‘[')l‘\ll :‘ﬁﬂm nllilw condition of this school ¥ dutyto ke
\ see, by referring to tl wying li
iy 1l e B 1 o the accompanying list of names
3 g - M g v ) “' .
‘embr_ﬁ KI;L ]l;‘_:_i .‘”:l‘l, C‘?IHHIOHGHI{; Octoher 1, 1834, and omli;:: }t{k;\,t
iy Here ’ MRS 1 ' . N
schoot > , there have been received into and taught in this
87 :,lghl_\useven Shawnee children,
i twcu(y—h\'o Cttawa children.
en Wyandot children.

of retaining 4 potion of the annuities of 18556 in A
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(2) two Spanish hoys. reserted from the Cheyenne tribe of Indians

by General Whittield: and
(1y one smadl ¥ionx boy
twenty-two. . . A o
The seholars were remarkahly vegmlar in their atiendanee at M;ll'u;‘
until February, when we had an sl ot ot su‘knv.ss.‘ which
caused some of the scholars Lo teave, and we lust four by ||c'z|)t l"-‘:}t\\"l;
Shawnees and two Ottawns,  Butwe still hael w very respecetable sehon
up to the close of the session. . . e
l'l‘hc- scholars have been classed necording o l!w progress they have
made in their studies, from the alplabiet tospelling, reading, writing,
arithmetic, Bnglish grommar, geography, composition, (l("cl‘:m:.\l!m'»ﬁ
&ec.  'The boys have alsa, while out of school, been employed @ \\;n'
nll.ﬂu' farin and managing the stock 3 und the girls, \\'h::(- llln. in
: it sew. wash, ¢ anave the dairy,
school, have heen taught to knit, sew. wash, cook, manay )

e, And we think they have improved as fast as could be reasonably
L WY A

makine, in ol (122) one handred and

expeeted, i . . N

’l‘lw. Shawnees have munifested a stronger (}ISI)USl"‘lﬂll to nn‘pn‘:nc
since their late treaty than at any tormer period.  They say “'A‘y':':
they have arranged to live among the white people they m\‘m ;lu.\.! ¥
themselves to act their part :wcurﬁingly; and [ have no dou ntl; b wise
provisions made by the government, in their late treaty, for then im
provement, will have a salutary influence.

g ; submitted. ) ‘
Hespeetfull THOS. JOHNSON, Superintendent.
Major R. C. Minue,

Indian Agent,

No. 38.

Porrawstomik Acesey, Kaxsas Ternvrony,
October 17, 1855.

. Sir: Pursuant to vegulations, 1 have the honor to ’f“b.“ﬁt‘“'}“»" a:'m'\‘\(}n}
report of the operations of the Indian Department wlthu}t 'ns 3010 H‘lé
during the past year, this being the first op]_mrlhlm"\,“n‘moi"“ e
pressing cngagemciltts] w‘il(ﬂt‘t ]mvlc rc:zint]y occupied my atte
r icil with the Pottawalomies. ‘ .
bc;}(ilrﬁlycl()n‘:b(i\[ay I turned over to John ;\fon.tgol»nery, o8 ‘jlgl:cxltill?l
the Kansas, the funds and public property, with the papors be ml“%lm%
to that scetion of the department; and since the sepnmt‘lon' ol L
tribe from my ageney I have had more time to devolo_t‘o‘ tl e m'c"mk
and affairs of the Pottawatomics—a tribe once so powerful, lll()\\‘ ¥ ol
and imbecile from diminished numbers, divisions into clans, lent
divided councils, and from the ascendancy and rule of f:!c lg?(:;msc
and intolerant portion of this unfortunate people. 1‘\ 1)0'1l ,l?n'u“"d s
peaple have, for a long til.nc.,‘lm(l intercourse with t 10‘“‘ 'n s, e
a measure adopted the civilized mode of life, and .t‘IL») mln.n '.th
desive for the improvement of themselves and their people. s
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class composes portions of the < Wabash ™ and St Jaseph’s™” bands,
and having o prominence in their several hands, would s sneeessful
in reclaiming, to some extent, wder the management of' the govern-
ment, theiy Kinsien, hald they not in their midst the formidable
obstacle of the “ Praivie”™ band, or Bhufj’ Indians, to oppose, thwart,
and deteat every measure of improvement among thiz unhappy people,

The » Praivie haml”” atheres to the hunter lite, nearly all of whom
despise the arts and prineiples of eivilization; who regard it as dis-
pracetul tor men to work, and they spave no language in denouncing
those of the tribe who enltivate the soil or follow the peacelfnl arts.
Phis hanel swrrogantly elaims ownership of’ all the land, and declares
that the other bands have no vights here, nor to the annuities, they
heing pevwdttod to participate in them only on the conrtesy ot theiy
condeseending brothers,  And on this tenure these unfortunate peo-
ple are thus snbjected to the intrusions aml depredations of the ¢ Prai-
rie’ band, who frequently kill their stock, burn their fences, turn
their humting ponies into the fields, devour their crops, and even
threaten the tives of the orderly portion of the tribe,  The ¢ Prairvie’’
band is @ bold amd reckless race, md althongh they form a minority
of the tribe, they domineer over it, rule and misgovern the people in
a moxt lawle s mauner,

Thux two conflicting clements prevail to distract and stifle the usual
cflirts of government to improve these people: and T am of the un-
changeable opinion that government shonld nct only assume the pa-
trinrehial, but exereise a dietatorial rule over this tribe.  The weak,
who are subjected to the tyranny of bhrute force, should enjoy the
wotection of a strong power.  That portion who desirve to lead a eiv-
tlized life, to cultivate the soily raise stock, cherish edueation, should
have the proteetion of good government and eflicient Inws,

A portion of this tribe who have adopted civilized life, and those
who munifest a preference for such a life, undisguisedly declare that
their only salvation is in a'treaty, by which their lands will be run
ont, sectionized, and each individual assigned his own tract, with the
protecting power of a State or tervitorinl government and laws.  They
not only desire to know their own lands, but ‘they require to be sus-
tained in the possession of the fiuits of their Inbor. This policy will
save a portion of the Pottawatomies. The others will meet their in-
evitable destiny which hangs over them, let the poliey of' the govern-
ment be what it may.  The poliey now attempted to be carried ont.
ol endeavoring {o amalgamate the civilized aud uncivilizad portions.
is only ““crushing out'” civilization, abandoning the hopeful portion
to the ruin of semi-barbarism, and will inevitably destroy the whole
tribe.  Under the policy suggested by the intelligent portion, oppor-
tunity and protection will be afforded, not only to the civilized but
the uncivilized. The former will avail themselves of the poliey ; some
stragglers of the litter may adhere to the civilized mode of lite, and
all ‘these he reclaimed. If the ¢Prairie’” band obstinately ad-
heres to its present mode of life (which I am sure a majority
will do) they will wander off to remote and more congenial tribes and
lands, ‘and disappear before the tide of civilization, "This is their
destiny ; in nll events, then, is it not wiser to hasten this result beforo

N
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the hetter portion of the trile is destroyed? ~ Save these iff we ean;
gave at least the remnant of aonce wwerful iace, who now throw
themselves npon the power, magnanimity and wisdom of'a grt‘nt, gov-
ernment : who appeal to you for protection. It is melancholy to ;?ul!-
template such misernble \n'nspvc!s ns at present are p'rcsonl(:fl trj these
people. It is painful to hehold intelligent, arderly, lll(ll.lr.illlullh fami-
lies stinggling against the despotism of ignorant barbavism. "
The Poftawatomies have no regularly vxmhhs.hc‘l p;u.vcrnm(-ut. I'he
dicta of selt-constituted couneils is the law of the time, Influence
and interest of individuals frequently protect }mhyuluuls from panish-
ment for the worst of crimes,  Murders, thefts, rapes are but seldom
punished, and never, except in cases of retalintion, which disturb the
peace of the country still more. These prople cannot_even l.mu..x'l of
following aneient customs or :ulhcrln:,:. to h'!lll.ﬂl()ll.‘\‘.' Ih«.: hereditary
chiefs have been set aside, not by the formal disposition of the people,
but by bold, artful and ambitious men, who Tave usurped their
slaces, and who, by threats, awe the peaccable portion of the people
into submission.  Among these usurpers changes areconstantly going
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the Ameriean people who are so tenncions in their prineiples that
weddives should enjoy the patronage of the vovernment.  Siuce T have
tuleen charge of this ageney, I have removed two blaeksmiths tor gam-
bling and idleness, 1 orequire the mechanies to devote all working
hours to the service of the Tudians, and gambling is prohibited among
thew under the penalty of immedinte vemoval. T am eratified to he
able to state that, atter the removals which have heen madle, this
braneh of the ageney works well. A1l the employees ave sober, indus-
trions, and moral men, At the request of the Indinns, and with the
coneurrence of the department, I discontinued the services of the phy-
sicinn at the Raptist mission,

By the sehiool veport of Mr. Duerinek, it will be seen that the
misstonary labors at St Mary’s are divided into two establishments.
The boys ave under the charge of the “fathers’ of the institution,
whilst the givls are under the kind cave of the *“Tadies ef the SNacred
Heart,”  eannot speak in terms too highly of the condition of these
establishments,  Besides the ordinary literary comrse, the girls are
toa bt sewing, kaitting, embroidery, and the various other bhranches

e ity
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Lust week, whilst I had the Indians assembled: 1 receive their
annuity, and after several days’ councilling, I was ircanted by l'll(‘SO
bold uswrpers that they had deeided ot to receive the money, whilst
was assured at ihe same time by individuals of varions bands and
neighhorhoods of their willingness and _great desire to receive their
portion, who also assured me that they knew of many destitute humi
Jies who needed, and would gladly receive their annuity. [ responde
to this council that they were usurping the anthority of the tribe;
that 1 would not regard their decision; and that if' any rospuclnh!«_'
number would come forward and be reyistered, 1 woulid pay them their
proportion. Upon which another council wag held next day, (oil
Sunday,) and ¢ braves” were appointed o keep the people at hnn'n,‘
and to punish those who daved to reecive their annuity.  Such was
the fervor inspired among the people by this !)()l(l measure, that.on
AMonday a number of leading men, who had hitherto held baclk from
the council, met, united with the others, and flatly refused to recene
the annuity, and no onc then had the firmuess to come forward and
offer to veceive their proportion.  Had a military com_m:\m! been pre-
sent, so that the timid conld have heen assured of proteetion, the
result would have been different. ‘ . .

Accompanying 1 send a list of the employces of the United States
within this agency, and the report of Rev. d. l)..l)nox"lmzk, superin-
tendent of the manual labor school of St. Mary’s in this agency. By
the former it will be seen that six of the employees nre nedives, and
seven ave nglo-Americans, being nearly _e('lnully (!i\'ulml. | h.m'tt
adhered to the policy of the department of giving preference to natives
where the public service is not likulf' to suffer, This picce of infor-
mation will be highly gratifying to the great ¢ American’ portion 0

giE on. A man more hold and artfil rises and supercedes some individual of lnsekeeping,  In connexion with the institution is a2 manual
s g § ' who possesses Jess of these qualificationy and who in turn s sct labor school, where the hoyvs are tanght the practical and useful -8
l ‘~j B back.” It is the influence and determination of the ¢ Praivie”” hand departments of farming, gardening, &c.  Mr. Duerinek is a man of -
i A L H . h : - . v . . . . . . 3 . ‘.
' :'I‘I:{r that keep up this state of things, they being the master spivits in e great energy and business habits, united with a devotion to the v
- 5‘,;{ : omncils. welthre of the Pottawatomie Indians, to whom he has proved a father
| B councils,
a2

and friend, and by whom he is )

\igllly esteemed, 1T have no
1

hesitaney in expressing my convietiod that this institution is of great
sorvice to these Indians.  This ipfidgnce is seen in the neat eotfages
and Niftle fields of the ¢ Mission Iidians,”” and the aiv of comfort anil
good order apparvent throughont the neighborhood,

The institntion under the charge of the Baptist hoard has had to

struggle against numerous adversities, and has not been in operation
during the present year.  Mr. Joseph Walker, the corresponding
seeretary, writes me, under date of Angust 2, 18535, that the funds,
woperty, &c., of the mission, have been furned over to the ““Southern
‘hqhist Convention,”” and that ke entertains full expeetation of being
able to reovganize and profitably conduct this school; hut I am forced
to helieve that, notwithstanding the great efforts of these worthy and
benevolent individnals, sueh ave the many difliculties which surround
their enferprise, they will fail to accomplish the end desired.

FFormer communications and others cotemporancous with this. on the
subject of agricultural implements, exhibit the fact, that during the
present year a hetter spirit is dawning over a portion of the Pottawat-
omies, who have hitherto oppesed all'improvement.  This may appear
to be n small matter, but like the oasis in the desert, it must be grate-
ful to the eye of the philanthropist.  The Indians have declined to
receive the small number of implements which I was instrueted, by
the letter of the department of the 10th July last, to give them, and
they have reiterated their request for a Jarger number, and as I con-
cur with them that the number allowed them in the letter referred to
is tco small, I hope the department will order a number approximat-
ing to that which they now ask fer.  The ““Praivie’” band are begin-
ning {o demand the money of this fund, which I Lhope will be the last

BNt



€6,090049Y

100 REPORT OF TIIE

policy adopted by the government. Better by far for Ihcl hld\mn‘s
were they to receive all their improvement 1!11)11 in 1(’10.\'!‘()]"’.5‘ and all
tho variety of geometrical and ust'roqnlm('al instruments, never (u' be
used or understood, than that this fund he puid them in money at
annual puyments.  So long as the people depend on the unnmh’c.s and
their “hunts’’ for their scanty support, just so long will they remain
ywor and degraded, 1 am satisfied that there ave not ngrnlsn‘lln_l al
implements nmong those people to meet their real wnn{s, e miurgt
they will expend their money for ploughs they will submit o many
sacrifices; but large sums are expended at the trading posts, a}t Q‘}[“]‘“.\--
agant prices, for hoes, nxes, and nthm.‘snmll‘)11\;))0111011(». . Il(\.l.:
articles should be furnished them out of the “improvement fund,
and the money, in some eases at least, wonld go for sugar, cofiee, and
other comforts of civilized life. o .

Situated as the Pottowatomie reserve 1s, isolated in the (‘elyll'aml por-
tion of Kansas Territory, this tract made the common thoroughiare
of travel and trade, from the eastern to the western port, the agent
has many difficultics to encounter in the performance of his duties,
The intercourse law and the regnlations have seldom ever heen (::v
forced, and at the present time, when ‘ch conntry is ovorr\ml\\i\.l‘\
squatters, it is still more diflicult to enforce these salutary measures.
Citizens of the United States claim, and I do not question their nght,'
to pass throngh the country with their property. In dnymg S0, many
carry ardent spirits which they vend to the Indians, W lien the ‘iucts
aro brought to my notice, the offenders hu\'e‘)msscd th.mugh lhs ?m\“—
try and they cannot be found.  T'hey have frequent dispntes with the
Indians about the right of property; the whites generally take the
law into their own hands and decide the matter agreeably to their own
interests and feelings, T'here scems tg be cnlqrtmncd an utter (:mll-
tompt for all law by a portion of the citizens of the territory, who do
not recognise the boundary lines of reserves, Iilection precinets have
been estublished in the Pottawatomie reserve, and Indians are m\'ltcd
to vote, regardless of their relationship to the territory. Appoint-
ments have been made for the discussion of political questions that
concern alone the people of the territory,  When they are told g.m
the organic act, in distinet terms, excepts the Indian reservations h«vnpf
its operation, they persist in annihilating that distinction, and many t«_»
thein reply that the act is unconstitutional and adverse to pul’»hu rﬁ(!l‘l.l‘-
ment, and insist that the whole territory-is open o freedom’s conrse.

It is due, however, to the legislative assembly to state that the pre-
cincts wore not established by that body, nor is the conrse thus depre-
cated pursued by that portion of the people who are upholding ﬂ‘u}l‘
body. They were first established by ex-Governor Reeder, and t;la
unlawfal procceding was attempted by the people under his lcud——t‘ e
“higher liw’’ party, who have repudiated the territorial govern-
ment. I deemed it to be my duty fo maintain the lll\"l()](l‘)l'llfy of the
Pottawatomie reserve, and I prevented the delivery of the mc.cndmry
speeches, and T forbid the holding of elections at the two precinets on
tlm reserve. g .

Last spring the steamer “Hartford’’ passed up the Kansas river fo
the mouth of Blue, and on her return trip she grounded within the
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limits of the Pollawatomic reserve, where she is still Iving, It hav-
ing heen established to my satisfuction that the erew on hoard have
been selling liquor fo the Indians, and several difffenlties having
grown out of these transactions, 1 sent an express to Fort Riley, ve-
questing a command to arrest the oflenders and to suppress other viola-
tions of the law,  No command was sent ane; bat | must, however,
state that my messenger very stupidly returned without waiting for
an answer to my letter,

Betore T started to St. Louis for funds T addressed a letter to Colonel
Suminer, then commanding at Fort Leavenworth, and requested a
small detachment of troops to attend the paviments,  Upon reaching
home, but when it was too late, 1 found an answer from Lientenant
Colonel Johnson, at the same post, advising me that Colonel Sumner
had departed for the seat of war, taking with him all the effective
troops.  He cheerfully offered to arin, with rifles; a body of recruits
and send themn to me. I should have availed myself of this offer had
Col. J.’« letter reached me in time.

I cent to the United States deputy marshal of Tecumseh to arrest
some violntors of the law, but that ofticial declined acting, alleging as
« reavon, that it was bevond his authority to act in the Indian coun-
try.  Huaving scen the United States marshal and his depn'ind of the
Avkiansis district go into the Choetaw and Cherokee reserves, appre-
hend and bring to trial oftenders against the intercourse law, 1 un-
hesitatingly made the eall. Whether I was right in <o doing it is for
higher mithority to cay.  But [ feel wssured that if the United States
court in this "Territory have the right and will send its oflicers into
the Indian reserves for offenders, there can he no more speedy and
eftectunl way of arvesting the various disovders that prevail in the In-
dian conntry,

Aceording to the anuuity roll of 1854, the Pottawntowics on the
reserve numther 3,400, There are ahout 250 others living among the
Kickapoos, some of whom have intermarried in that tribe, and all of
whom ohstinately refuse to move to the Pottawatomie reserve.  T'hereo
are a few seaftering families in Hlinois, Indiana, and Michigan, and
antong the Saes and Foxes.  From all'l can learn, this onee numer-
ous {ribe canuot number, in all quaiiers, over 4,000 souls,

The Pottawatemies complain greatly at the negleet of' the govern-
ment to reimburse those who lurnished their own fransportation and
subsistence when they emigrated to this country.  There are several
hundred who sef up claims of this chavacter.  They state that they
were promised these reimbursements as soon as they arrived west, but
that nothing has been done for them,  Many also complain that their
reservations have heen taken without any consideration having been
paid them, T would be glad, indeed, if' the department would furnish
me with a list of the reserves, to whom sold, when, and for what
sums; also of those who yet hold their lands. It would cause a great
raving of correspondence.

I have the honor to he your ohedient servant,
GRO. W. CLARKE, /ndian dgent.

A. Comyixa, Bsq.,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, St. Louls, Mo,
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’ No. 39,

81, Marv's Porrawaromie Missox,
Kanses Tervitory, Oclober 1, 1853,
We heg leave to lay before you the condition of the Pottawatomic

mannal Inbor sehool. . Our schools have been in suecesstul operation
throughout the year, withont sickness or fn!crrnplinn. We have I».:{(-n
crowded with seholars, who have all evineed a landable n]‘tph(‘:mun.
The nmumber of boys admitted during the year ending September,
1855, is 79, and that of the girls 93. 'l‘l\f.- m'cl"ngu'uum,l:r'r ot hoys
during tho session has been 57, and that of the wivls 67, T'he institn-
tion is on the footing of a mannal labor school s the hoys ave too young
and unable to wark; the girls act, on all occasions, the part of fum-
er's danghters, assisting their mistresses in all kinds of housework
after the regular sehool howrs,  We teach all the elementary branchies
of o plain Fuglish education, as you will readily pereeive on pernsing
the tabular reports A and B, which ave herewith t ansmitted to your
office.  Woe have an extensive esfablishment to snpport ;. we are every
day in the year about 140 persons in family, which we have fo provide
with butter and bread.  Our means are limited, nud bear no proportion
to otr expenses.  Our schoof is w read paradox; the more scholars we
have {he harder times we see, for the simple reason that we e en-
gaged in a losing business, a sinkinyg concern, 16 we only had four
seholars we could make money, whereas 120 keep us (‘-ons(:mll,\' in bt
water.,  We illustrate onr position, and assume the fact, that we l(:sc
§25 on every seholar; then the Yoss on 4 wonld lm$|()(l, and on 120
$3,000,  Now, if a man can make up losses at all, it is an casy mat-
for to make up $100, hut when he has to make up §3,000, then his
energy and financiering may be taxed heyond endnrance. ft i at all
{imes o hard thing to manage a numerons hoarding school, but _\\'_van
the pressure of the times, failure of erops, higgh prices of provisions
caume upon us last winter, we found onrselves so much sh:mghloue:l in
our cireninstances that we had at one time reselved to dismiss the school,
A ray of hope made ws continue the work.,  We have made great
snerifiees to make owr pupils comforiable, and we now see several siyns
to encowrage us.  May IHeaven bless the Pottawatomie boys and gn"l.s:;
their gentle manners, their cheertul countenances and ('U!Ilcnlu(l looks
have won thein our approbation; we no longer observe in them that
uncouth hehaviour, t'mt haughty temper, that fondness for their In-
dian ways which used to mortify us and cat us to the quiek; they avo
now content to stay at school, and withal willing to please us. The
girls, especinlly,\u}c vemarkable for their industry and personal clean-
liness. Distinguished visiters, who have on several oceasions heen
shown (hrough the cstablishiment, never fiil to admive that part 'n‘t ”I{U
house, and pay the ladies in charge a compliment to that effeet. I'here
is also 0 marked improvement on the score of going and coming, lnu\"—.
ing nand returning to the school. At present the parents bring their
chilidren to the school, and leave them to their studies, without paying
them those incessaut visits that used to cause us a great deal of annoy-
ance and expense,
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Three elergymen, attached to St, Mary's mission, continue to devote
themselves to the saered ministey amongst the Pottawatomies,  Our
chureh is well attended on Sundays, and owr Indians ave told to keep
the commawhments of (od and those of' the elnorelr, and to fead a
Christinn life. O favm, as usnal, is the support of the mission,
We have xowed this season 60 aeres in oats, hut they have failed for
want of rain in the spring; 50 acres in eorn—good crop; 4 in turnips
and potatoes, which are not as good ne we had expeeted. We have 350
head of eattle: they afl do well. We have sold within the year 1o the
amount of 1000, after supplying owrselves with milk, butier and heef,
We use the beef tresh in summer and corned and smoked in winter,

We beg feave to say o word on the Indian policy.  The system of
possessing lands in eommon, one hundred and twenty individuals
claiming an acre as their own property, is replete with evil and bad
consequiences that will frustrate the hest hopes that the tfriends of the
Indians have conceived, T am bold to maiutain that no Indian, ne
haithreed, no white man living amongst them; will ever feel eneour-
aged to make his premises a comfurtable home as long as he labors
under the fear that his improvements are liable to be sold for the
henefit of the nation at large.  Giive them a title to the land, and yon
will soon see them vie with each otherin their improvements.  Interest,
emulation. and a budable degree of wride, which are inuate in every
one of us, wilt do more to carry them honorably through the world
than all the penalties and coereinns now in foree amongst them. At
the present tine the industrlous, frugal, good-natired Indian is to be
pittied; he is the scape-goat in every trihe.  When Bonnehomie has,
during the summer, summoned his wite and family to shave with him
the toils and labors of the field; when he has seeuved his erops, and
might expeet to enjoy the fruiis of his industry, then, day atter day,
week after week, you will see a gang of lazy neighbors, relatives and
acquaintances, all indiscreet intrudders, visit that family, eat and drink
with them to their heart's content, and eat the poor man st of house
and home.  We tell the Indians that the first step towards civiliza-
tion is to give up their wandering lite, to settle down, and to Hill the
soil,  When they go to work and raise good erops they say it does
them no good, bheeause their hungrey, half-starved neighbors hang
round them and eat them up,  his miserable custon, this aversion
to work, this eternal begging, disheartens the willing Indian, and he
becomes at last so reckless that he feels disposed to abandon our
advice, and he coneludes that it is far better for him to live and to die
as an Indian atter iaving vaiily endeavored to live like a white man,

Now, it'we pretend to teach the Indians agricnltiire and its kindred
arls, we oughit to he in carnest and honest in our pitrpose; we onght
to put them in possession of the means of reaping the benefits, and

entorce laws to that elfect.  1We say everybody must support his own
family.  Nobody shall snpport a worthless Indian that actually lives
in vice, idleness, or drunkenness, It there should be any big, stout,
fit, lazy fellows in the nation unwilling to work, und who seek to
throw themselves upon the charlty of others, let them be ordered
away; ves, awny with them. It they be too lazy to work, let them
die; they must dic once, at all events, and they might as well die
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Just now as at any other time.  Our plan makes exeeptions for the
orphan and the widow, and for all sick helpless ereatures. Besides
thls, the great measnre which the emergeney of the times seems to
require is the division of the Inud. 1 will support my proposition
with a string of reasons, to which we invite your attention

1. Beeanse it will give a fair inberitance, a permanent homestend
to every head of a family.

2. Beeause it will make them all equally vieh from the beginning,
and all can have a competeney,

3. Because it will prevent his wanderving disposition, his heart will
rest upon his home. '

4. hur.’mse thoy are suve in make more improvements: such ay
building stables, sinking wells, feneing in pastures, planting ovchards,
building barns, &ec.

b. Beeause civilization impeviously demands that this measnre
should go into operation frthwith,

6. Beeause experience has proved that it is good poliey (o five off
now and thena Lig gun; to have a babeene and a glovitieation over
it; whilst it would aftord the triends of the red man a golden opypor-
tunity 1o incnlente salutary measures.

7. Because the position of the Indian would be similav to that of
the white settler in Kansas Territory; every one settled on his land,
as is the case in civilized countries,

8. Because there is little evil and much gond expected to arise from
this movement,

9. Because all the sincere friends to the race recommend it.

10. Beeause by this nct every head of a family would have it in his
power to sceure his own homestead, which will give satisfiction to
everybody.

11, Because thie greater and hest part of the nation desive the
change in order to promete their own happiness.

12. Because they secem to regard this movement as a deerce of
heaven.

13. Because when the casy old way of living upon their annuitics
has failed, when hunting has hecome mnprofitable, they ought to lay
hold of' the plough.

14. Because the Poftawatomies have a fine agriecnltural country,
and can readily scll for cash, at fair prices, all the produce and stock
they can raise, :

The subject under consideration is one of weighty imporfance; if
my zeal for the welfare of the red man has carried me heyond the
boundaries of diseretion, you ave at liberly to disregard my views,
and to hold them for the spontancous cffusions of a heart that feels
their misfortunes.  We have lived seven years amongst them, and
have observed their manners and enstoms, their strong and their weak
points, and we feel as if our advice could henefit them. "The best
part of our Indians, and especially our mission Indians, have learned
to make their living by cultivating the soil, and they are impatient to
e the day of emancipation dawn upon them. Ielp them out of
Bgypt, and guide them to the Jand of promise, where every one can
build on his own land, and cnjoy, without envy or molestation, the
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fraits of his Inhor, 1t wonld ba impalitie to diseourage them in their
aspirations, for it is seldom you find a bady of Indians so well dis-
posed as they are, and they onght o he met with the cheer of, God
speed the work,
Yours respectfully,
J. B DUBERINCK,
Superinlendent Manval Labor School,
Major (hrorer: W, ('Lanke,
Pottwweatomic dyent, Kansos Territory,

N-). 40.

Sae axn Fox Aaexey, September 1, 1855,

B Rinee my last annual report, so far as T have been able to dis-
cover. no impoitant changes have taken place to better the eondition
of the Indians in this agency.  We have an abundant reason 1o he
thankful for the fine prospeet of a plentiful harvest of every kind;
this has been an exceeding good season so far, for farming, and 1
think the Indians will raise a hountiful supply of the various articles
planted by them,  With the exception of a tew enses of cholern in the
spring, which generally proved fatal, there has seaveely been any
sickness.  ‘Phe tribes under my carve are the Sac and Foxes of Mis-
sissippi, the Ottawas and Chippewas of Swan Creek and Black River.
The Sac and Fox Indians have Just retwrned from their spring hunt;
they veport having seen hut few buftalo, and a great many Indians on
the praivie in scarch of game.  These Tndians (@ majority of them)'hre
in the babit ot getting drunk whenever lguor can he procuved, pud, T
am sorry to say, since the settlement of the tervitory, the facility of
obtaining i€ has been greater than before it was open to setilement.
I entertain some hope that they can be indueced to quit the use of
whiskey, to a partial extent af least; a large council was held a fow
days ago nt the ageney ; hy an act.of their own, they resolved, “that
nny one ol their tribe bringing liquor into the nation should forfeit
his right to draw in the annuity funds for the ensning payment.” 1
enclose you acopy of a memorial presented to the legislature of Kan-
fas Terrifory, in regard to white men selling liquor o Indians.
An eflicient law passeid by the present legislature, to prevent the sale
of intoxicating liguors to the Indians, would do much towards the
civilization of” our Indian popnlation, and no doubt be the means of
preventing disturbances among the eitizens of the terrliory. 1 ask
that it he published as a part of this report, )

The Rev. J. Mecker, of the Baptist Missionary

N

Board, located

among the Ottawa Indians, died in January last, his death will ba a
Frcat. loss to them; he came among them some tweniy years ago.
They owe what advancement they have made in civilization to him
and his family.

I am clearly of opinion it would bo a forward movement towards

il
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the improvement of the Indians within this agency, that treaties
should be made with them by the department, at as early oo duy ag
civenmstances will permit, Al of the tribes have covtaiuly more
Jandd than will ever be used by them, or would he needed under any
civenmstances,  The history of the past will sustain the vemark, that
large annuities paid to bulians i money,awd property held in com-
mon by then, ave drawhacks upon their advanecment in vivilization,

I am, respeetfully, your obedient servant,

B. AJTAMES,
Col. A, Cryvise,
Swperintendeal Indion Afuirs, S Lovis, Mo,

No. 41,

To the Honorable Legislature of Keesas Terevitory

Your memorialist, the wndersioncd, Indian agent for the e and
Fox oy ey, sitwated on the Osage viver, wonld vespeetfully ack your
honorable hody to pass some stvingent law to prevent the sale off fa-
toxicating liquor (o Indinns within the Tervitory, Tt wonld be an
fusult to youy undevstanding to attempt to prove to vou that dranken-
ness has been the great drawhack npon the improvement of our red
brethren, Al persons who ave acquainted with the Indians will not
controvert this remark, When in a stafe of intoxication they wilt, and

do, commit acts of violence and theft towards the whiten which, if

sober, wonld have heen left undome.  They go to these doggeries, get
drunk, and are flecced out of what little they have,  The law of re-
talintion is then practised by tham upon some inuocent man and his
unoffending family to recover the vroperty which s been obtained
from him when nuder the influence of iguor,

T ihink 1 can safely say that move than half’ of the troubles which
arise with Indinus are and can he traced to liquor,  The Sae and Fox
Indinus ave much addicted to the use of avdent spivits.  They are
Toeated near the centre oft your Perritory, and hopes have heen enter-
tained by me that some improvement ean bhe male to better their
moral state and induece them to finally beecome good eitizens : but uy-
less some law is passed by your honorable hody to prevent the selting
of liquor fo them, 1 fear all my cfforts will he of no avail, aided, as 1
am, in such a laudable undertaking by the united iufluence of the In-
dian Department.  If T wmay be pardoned a suggestion: to you in
framing a faw for that purpose, I woull say that Indian test!imony
should be received, and that Indians being found drunk about a gro-
cery should he evidence to conviet the owner of the grocery that he
sold the liguor to them.

Holding o federal office, as [ do, under the government, not heing
a citizen or vesident of your Teriitory, and, with my piesent inten-
tions, never expecting to become one, T have felt a delicacy in asking
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you to enact bws for the govetnment of others. The interest T feol
upon the subjeet is my apology for this communication,
I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant,
B. AL JAMES,

I heartily eonenr in the above menwial,
ROBT, . MILLER.
Ayend Sharace aned Wygmudots,

I tully sevee, in every partienlar, with the alove,
D, VANDERSLICE,
Twdicen dyend, Great Nemeho dyeacy.

No., 42,

Oza6n River Aauxey, Kavsas Territony,
Seplember 1. 1855,

Sie In complianee with the regulations of the Indian office, 1 Lave
the Lot to submit the following veport in relicon to the affs’: - of
this aveney,

Faviived al St Louis on the morning of the 1st of April last on my
way henee, and atter reporting myxelt to the superintendent, and re-
natiniug aday or two for some instricetions from the Commissioner of
Fnliau Aftairs, which were prepaving, I proceeded, with as lttle delay
as possibley tomy station, ' ’

The ahzence of ageney buildings here seemeld to require some ex-
antivittion. an oy part, before making a permanent loeation. 1 con-
chded, however, to station myselt” at the vesidence of Battics Peorin,
the interproeter. T'he character of this man for honesty, truth, and
the great intluence he wields over the Indians, together with his ox-
panded knowledge of their atfairs, scemed to make it necessary that 1
should have him near me, )

The tivst Imsiness 1o which iy attention was called officially, afier
arriving here, was to attend to o complaint ot the Miami Indinns on
aceount of the suspension of the trading houses, which was the vesult
of an order from the department forbidiling any further issue of license
to traders, i

The Indinns had heen tanght to prosent a pitifn) pictire of their
condition, caused by the absence of trading establishments amonwst
them, ) ' ' ”

They plead that their people were hound to go to the State for the
necessaries of lite, and by so doing were always exposed to temyp-
tations which inevitably vesulted in drunkenness and the consequent
losses of money, property, health, &e. :

"The moral condition of those Indians was shown to be so low, and
still sinking in degradation and disgrace, that I made it the subjeet of
g specinl communication to the Fndiaun oftice, by letter of the 238d
April last. A remedy for the evils complained of has been adopted,
however, which has taken the wind from the sails of these who wero
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the main-springs to the complaint for the re-vstablishment of the trad-
ing houses by white men,

There are now two stores Lept in this ageney, one at the Miuni
village tor the aceommodation of the Miami Fndians, mul the ather
at Batticsville, in the howmds and for the use of the confederated frihe,
composed of Wear, Peorias, AN

One of these stores is kept by Andvew Chicks, & Wea ehief), and
the other is kept by Little Doctor, a Minmi chiet,  Botlo men of sober
and industrions habits, cach teeling a deep interest in the happiness
and prosperity of their respective tribes, Both these stores are manngeld
by Fdward Black, an educated Miami Indian, and a0 young man of
great worth and pramise; he received the fivst rudiments of his sehol-
arship at the Wea Mission in this ageney, and finished his adneation
in Lonisvitle, Kentucky,  He is possessed of fivm business hiahits, and
manifests a hvely interest in the moral culture and generad welfure of
the Tudians, ‘Lo main-spring in those operations, however, is Bat-
tics Peorin, For the purpose of guieting those chimors, and restor-
ing hinrmeny amongst the Indians, he was indiecd to use his inflnence
and lend hix credit and his capitel. to give lite and vigor to the un-
dertaking,  He did so and the effeet has heen very favorable to the
Indians. They are now turnished with evervthing neettul without
groing from home, and at prices as low as goods ean possibly be atforded
in this market.  There ave no sitly haubles exhibited with a view of
tuking their money without an cquivalent.  Nothing is kept bnt
provisions and clothing of the most wecessary kind, aod farming nten-
sily, nspecies of goods which had never been kept here by traders
before,

T'he next matter of importance which required my official attention,
was the intrusions by citizens on the Indian lands within this
ageuey, which I cannot better report than to repeat a portion of my
letter on that subjeet to the Twdinn office, of the 28th of June last.

Immediately on my arrival here 1 found that citizens trom Mis-
sowri and other States, in considevable numbers, had made sottlements
upon the Indian veservations, and upon ingniry 1 found that quite
nuwmber had made their locations previons to the election for congres-
sional delegate Iast fall, and that considerable aceessions had heen
made to these settlements during the past winter and spring.  Ifind-
ing this to be the state of affairs, I made it the subject of a special
communication to the oflice of Indign affairs, by lefter, doted May 5,
1855. 1 embraced every opportunity afterwaids, as well as hefore,
which would enable me o forewarn these people, and intorm them of
the penalties which they were incurring hy violating the intercourse
Inws enacted by Congross, and the treaty stipulations existing between
the government and the Indians, upon whose lands they were enervoach-
ing. Many who had come with a view of settling were governed hy my
admonitions and retived, while others, already located, continued with
a view to a permanent settlement, which is encouraging to others to
come and do likewise; and while they augment in numbers, they
increase in bolduess and contumacy, until they begin to fix bounda-
ries to the Indians, aud whisper plans to suppress competition when
the lands como into market. And when warned of t‘w danger to
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which they are exposing themselves, by wiltully setting at naveht the
Jaws and freaties of the United States] they wonld ot ::m'u eall ntten-
tion to the condition of the Delnware Tands, and exultiney repeat a
stale story, which has by some wenns wot inte civentation here, that
My, Manypenny had abready made w0 call for the inilitaoy o remnve
the Delaware settlers, but had been vetused by the head of the War
Depatment. Fhis, together with meny Ao sogs, all tend 1o their
encourizement,

The main canse of o Targe portion of the emigration here, and that
which determines them to maintsin their swromd, 1 beliove arises from
a question, the agitation of whiels is not confined within the mits of
thix Tervitory, heeange its vibrations wre felt in the most remote eor-
ners of this Union. Cirenmstances aml the general aspeet of aftairs
here justity the inforence that there are leading spivits on both sides
of thiz mext perplexing and dangerons question, wreing the cmisra-
tion of persous hither whom they think will best snit their ]\('t'lniilr
political views, while no donbt there are gnaranties offered th cover
any loss which may be sustained by the enforcement of the Luws of
the Unifed Stutes nuainst suel intrnders, .
. The l:uul-«ll‘lms occupicd are amongst the hest in this pat of the
Perritory,  They wre generally selected alons the streams anld water
cowrses, awd conseqricntly embrace the finest timher, which is resarded
as a valuable item in this country, )

The inevitable result, therefore, avising from these prematnre settle-
ments, nust he to injure the sales of these lauds, even it there shonbd
e no organization fo suppress comypetition at the sales.  No person
likes to bid for Tand which is occipied by one who elaims the owner-
ship, and wore especially when it is locaied, or he is seated upon it
with his family, and the prairvie land will not likely be soon sousht
after when it is known that the timber lands are alveady occnpiml.’J

The Indians ave alarmed at the present and approaching aspeet of
affairs, and would like to have such nction of the government as would
sectire to them, with come degree of certainty, a veasonable compen-
sation for their surplus lnuds, so that they may have something tangi-
ble to rely upon in regard to them. ’ ) )

If there is nothing done to remedy the complaint, I foel satisfied
that the sales of the Wea lands will amount to but little more than
fo puy expenses.

Anothier mntfer ont of which a feeling of discontent seemed to arise
amongst the Indians of this agency, (thongh not of so sevious a char-
acter,) which required some time to explain, grew out of the provisions
in the two late treaties which set apart certain funds to pay ohdl debts,
It keems that the practice heretofore had heen, to some extent at least,
to have all such moneys forwarded and placed in the hands of the
agent, and to he disposed of under the direetion of the chiefs. The
Indinns, from xome causo, both Miamies und Weas, were very urgent
in having these moneys forwarded, in accordance with what they say
was their understanding of the treaties, ’

Whether they had any particular views of their own to subserve,
or whether they were urged by traders to insist on having the money
brought out, I'am not preparced to say, but Iam inclined to beliove
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fhe latter, hecause when it hecame a settled question that all acconnts
and claims against the Indians had to be itemized and scheduled, and
forwarded to Washington for examination before paid, it created g
fluttering amonust others hesides the Indians, which resulted in the
common charge that the government was acting in bad faith towards
the Indians by withholding moncey which should properly come into
their hands,

When it was explained to the Indians, however, (and they disen-
gaged from the influences which scemed to be controlling them.) that
it made no difference whether the money was deposited here, at 8t,
Louis, or Washington city, no claiins wonld he allowed exeept those
that were shown to be meritarions Lovond doubt, after the most minute
examination; and that if’ there were one hundred thousand dollays set
apart {o cover claims, and only one hwdred found to he due to
claimants, no more’conld he had, let the money he deposited where it
might; that this preeaution was o measure of protection on the part
of the government to guard the Indians against the machinations and
robheries of the herds of ravenous vultures and blood-houtnds who have
been pursuing them ever sinee time innmemorial,  This agitation sub-
sided, however, when it was found that the determination to examine
claimsx in Washington hefore they were allowed was irievocable, and
would not he changed.

The moral condition of the Indians in this ageney will, perhaps,
compare favorably with any similar number of people anywhere in the
States, although the greater number seems to he naturelly inclined to
intemperance, and would be constantly intoxicated if extraordinary
means were not employed to prevent it surronnded as they ave now
by every species of temptation,

Intoxicating liquors are kept in the State alonyg the horder of this
ageney, and sold to the Indians in such a way as to render it next fo
impassible to veach the evil by means of the Inws; and liquors ave also
kept tor sale sonthwest of this ageney, in the Territory, which renders
it o matter almost of surprize that- any degree of femperance is pre-
gerved and maintained amongst the Indians.  The want of employ-
ment amongst any people leads directly to the walks of vice and tolly,
and more especially amongst those who are habitnally and constitu-
tionally indolent and idle.

The missionary schools for the edneation and moral culture of the
Indian youth have been highly heneficial; but T am satistied that the
ohject of government will never he propeily aftained until manual
labor schools ave established, by which the young can be trained and
brought up to habits of industry and cconomy. Labor and domestic
cconomy should be one of the principal branclies taught in our mis-
sionary schools, without which Indian education, in my opinion, is of
but little value.

Much of the credit for sobriety and industry, and the conscequent
advancement in the paths of eivilization, which the Indidns seem to he
entitled to, is duc to Batties Pcorin, the interpreter. [ do think, that
if he was taken from amongst the Indians here by death, or otherwise,
they would be like hees without their legitimate head; they would seat-
ter and decline and die, so that there would soon be ne more ot them.

B .o .
FAEE P A
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RS et~ evareniny
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They look to him ws childven to an affectionate father,  1Ile is
\\':'l'lilll‘lllg them i]u‘lly of the great changes which are soon fo tul-:tfhp'l]l'l)c‘(\;
With them, and the nature of the elements wi hic) vare s
to 1);- surrommled, and the consequent nw't_-.\'sill:'hu:} li,lll:l,:h:"’l\(' '\tu’:«ll('m‘:l(:;')i“
;)tﬁ\w‘i» comnteract the dangerons influences to whicl, tiey will he ex-
e is prevailing on the Indians, both Weas und Minmies, to siv
pledge of total abstinence, but admonishes them ot to do s ‘lnl"n .
;]Iwi\'] fu'((: tl;'lvrnnm-«l to keep their promive.  In short, he cx‘h,m-ll'il iLl:;
iebriate to temperance, the indole i try, aind ex .-
]m';.‘d o i “|) i (;:(;('(tll:"-, indolent to industry, aid extends the
» Mo NOAare stledd : i ¥ i
i, ot ol o o e frm i, Ve,
more exposed fo the dangers and fl(wi«:scl:;!ltlﬁ‘ l‘ul;'lll‘(ll i ‘nn:“l,lrn“-“d e
ance, thereivre, prevails to a greater extent nmnuv»‘?r”ivfx.n-uol ‘(ll;!‘lt‘l-’
than it dm-s_:nnnngsl their neighbors, the Weas, Kacks: L'\‘ \"lf( o
It was guite common a short time since, on g:)intr h‘;hth:-l .\iifn(r'i vil
lage. to find drunken Indians Iving about the fences jn ailn'm'\,t m v
(111".‘(4{01»:,1111! at this time the matter is somewhat changed : tl, '.w.'“ut
majority, inchuling the Jewling men of the {ribe are lllzl}ll;{nn'<(;f?lt(1l'l'
to_mpt-mnw soclety, aud are exerting their illﬂll(‘l’lC(‘ for the m‘un’ Wt .
of the canse.  Even Big Legs, the principal ehief, whe is ﬂl]I h-ll:'t ""l'
drinker, is now leeturing on temperance to some. pm'pr;;c' h(: ll nllhll'
forth to the yenng men the many evils growing out of the xm'}t" '('s
and mhm)mshcs them against the use off i?lh)xic&ﬁin" drinks ]ll L I‘(l?"
!hm'n he is old now and cannot easily abstain, Tt how 1‘1.\'{10]1 ;)Lf;l(‘.:‘
it "l\';:l(:}‘(} have Pvunl!m' h;m\il‘hc had never contracted the habit
‘e are a few French Miamies, or “hreeds, w e o
gaged in the canse of tempe [:w ‘:1::1(;):1¢rlltu}tl|]-:f(i(]>i"‘ h‘n which rom
e ool o gst these Indians, which prom-
The mill Iuilt for the Miamies some forr or five vears aen. s ’
experse of near §2,000, is now entirely useloss illt\lcl'i\lttl‘:];t::ﬁ-(:"u:‘lﬂ“
been any advantage to the Indians. "In {he first place iMhmt'ms
I8 most extraordinary; it is about two miles from the \'iil'v'rot‘l'lullo'l;'
Imconvenience and inaccessibility had been the ruline con!ﬁlérltl' l
the spot which was selected could not have been exeelled. It is IO(":;mi
amongst rocks and deep impassable ravines, so tlmt.itv\\'olnl(l l('o(;(t,
l\ﬂ,l,f)llt as much to make a wagon road to it s the mill cost at ﬁl‘S:t
}h_\_’ thiz property was located where it is 1 am not advised mn:
f]i‘ll’(‘tﬁ’l'll (;r ?x‘«:m- .;;nc villaze, amidst the inhabitants, affords a "{00'([
seal for a ‘nm.‘s‘(»ml . Tty very evident that those who built the mill
o];ﬂ‘ er ).llhn(l.(\‘ that it should he of scrvice to any person. It is not
:nui‘ 1:::;?;::}:::::'\ located, hut its construction is of the most temporary
The saw-mill, which was erceted at a very considerable expens
hever could be put in motion. 1t was a most co}mmfm ate | !';“bo"
imposition. " The grist-mill is but little better, thonel | s hoen rom
ol he g e better, thongh it has been run
z(‘)met. ‘H’I Iu: mill-house of the grist-mill is n fine building, it measures
h()':(r,,:'](l‘c'd,’ !)_\Ti}lg lfgéi‘a]l:;l“f:‘le;ol;: 2} ;;torl'cs_ big:‘;h, and is well weather-
(ironw the taqrooh lowever, is ]m‘ on in such a way that it will
amg down it a remedy is not applied immediately,
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The 1afters are poles abont twenty-five feet Jong, and are put on their
whaole length, without auy collar-beams or purlins, or any other stays
of any kind to keep them from spreading owt. They are sot on g
plte whicl is only supported in the centee by picee of timber -
ning across the iddle of the building, cach end of which is fistened
by a pin to the middle of the plate which supports the ratters, Thesg
pieees are giving away, and those plates are springing ont with the
welght of the roof'; it something, thevetore, is not done hefore winter,
a common snow will erush the whole fabrie to the gronund,

By the hest estimate T ean get, it will cost about 800 to repair the
mill substantinlly and put it in good running order where it is,
and it will cost abhout $300 more to move it to the villaee and put it
in good order.  The Indians very wirely objected to having it
repaired where it is, and insist upon having it removed, xo that they
can get to it I will therefore procure an estimate of the precise cost
of removal and its substantinl re-establishment at an carly day,

The legislabme of Kansas, which closed its session on the 30th day
of August, has divided the castern portion of the Terrvitory into
thirty-three counties, and in many of them county seats have been
established by law.  The lands of the Weas, Peorias, Piankeshaws,
and Kaskackias, wund the northern part of the Minmies, incluling a
portion of the government lands on the Pottawatomie aud Meridezene
creeks, have ‘bheen formed into a connty; and the legislature, [
believe, has designaded apoint on the lands of Batties Peoria for the
county seat, it heing ueay the centre and a desirable location, | am
of opinion that the establishment of a county seat here weuld have a
good tendeney in regard to the value of lands within six or seven
miles, at least, avound the site; and if eitizens were permitted to settle
in the town, and be confined within the bounds of the town plat, and
not allowed to oceupy any other Jands within thoe above cirele until
after they have been sold in aceordance with the terms of the treaty,
1 thinl it would greatly enhance the value of those lands.

No persons have sottled within the bowmls of the confederated Wea
lands, to my knowledge, since about the Ist of May tast, and certainly
none within the cirele which 1 have deseribel avound the contem-
plated connty seat. »

I ain happy to have it in my power (o say that the Indians of {his
ageney arve enjoying general good health, although it is thought that
sickness witl prevail to some considerable extent this tall, on account
of the extraordinary growth of’ vegetable imatter to be decomposed,

The Indinns have planted more corn this season than usual, and it
promises to yield in great abundance. The praivies this summer
afford hay in incalenlable quantitics, and the Indians ave now husy
saving their winter snpply.

The dry weather in the spring destroyed all the early sown oats,
and the wet weather in harvest destroyed those that were sown late
after they were cradled.  Potatoes have yielded abundantly in every
ingtance where seed could he proenred for planting, hut seed was so
searce and dear this spring that many could not be supplied,

Wheat, no doubt, would grow well hiere on this limestone land if the
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experiment was fried; but 1 helieve ther has
rime : e has hee :

o st T et o, el o atte

The employees of (his :

voyees ol s ageney are all sober and indnstrions me

and are guite attentive to their husiness, irions e,

;\tl.il!l.\' lnl th(‘-l(-unIu(}l'l'utml Indians applied 10 the legislatwre to have
conterred on them the richts, priviloves i iti L eith
g’[;ll, 1t nnhh, privileges, and mmmunities of’ citizen-

HY 0 e cower 4 M

!Iu schools within this agency are not .t present in a very pros-
pereus condition: for partientars 1 respectfnlly diveet attention to the
decompanying report of the superintendent of issi
m-hmd.l ! of the stperintendent of the Wea missionary

mpt made

Lam, very respeetfully, Yours, &e,,

M. McUASLIN lan Aye

Gl A, Coamsa, ASLIN, Indian Ayent.
Noupevinlendent Indivoe Affaivs, Nt. Lonis

No, {43,

' Wi Misston, Septehey S, I8H5.
S Inwecordance with your request, and the reeniations of the

Indian Departent, 1 respectfully hog Teave to submit {he following
brict veport. - Up (o the close o the seeond quarter of the present
';',h-‘n'v_ the sehool under my charge, enmposed of Wea ad l'i:llik](‘.\']llllw
t\'(:l‘il\{i: “""ll‘lf:::"\::.’f(lsui1(1.’:3;{‘1!;;(\‘::: \;'ils.l:L‘}{lllé.ll‘ and averagoed about twen.
3 . hese s degrees of advancement, from the al-
phabet to BEnglish grammar,  From the 30th of March until the 16t}
of July owr schoot was suspended. At first on aceonnt of uir'l'n'w,'
and death in my own family, and afterwards for the want of the :u:
cessury fimeds o carry it on. On the 16th of July it was reopened
and we are prepared o take all the childven that may he zent in, and
we shall use every exertion to advance the chilitren in the arts nl"c‘ivi~
lized life.  Swrvownded as the Indians now are by the white race, the
adoption of the customs and habits of the white man alone can ’qu:;
them frome utter ruin, and this desirable objeet only can be 'lll'lincd
by educating the rising generation, ' ’ o

Very respeetfully. your obedient servant,

7 r %
Maj. M. MeCasus, hidian dy-nt, &e. PAVID LYKINS,

No. 441,

Covxein Grove: Aaksey, August 31, 1855,
. . , .
. St As I have been with the Kansas Indians hut a short time, it
s tmposible for me to make u full or lengthy report of their condition
progress, &ec. ’

13
)
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They have an annuity of ten thousand dotlars, which, after heing
paid to them, is mostly lnid out for provicions and *¢whiskey;™ for the
Iatter a considerable amount of this annuity is spent, and of which
there is a fdl supply in the Perritory ;. they dvink it where and when-
ever they can get it,

They are situated on one of the great thovoughfares of the west,
(the Sauta I'é road,) where they ean earrey to its full extent the practice
in which they hiave engaged for several years past, i esf, the practice
of stealing ; they avail themselves of every opportunity to steal, not
only from other people, bat from each other; this custom, and many
others equally as mean, have so long been tolerated amongst them,
that, 1 helieve, they have lost all confidence in each other; they sub.
sist by huntinyg, stealing, heguing, and sometimes tnking,

Immedintely atter they received one thousand dollars worth of pro-
visions, which was paid to them about the middle of June Jast, the
smallpox broke ont amongst them and has continvned fafally with
the greater number of them, it scems to the great satisfaction and
admiration of’ all those who have any acquaintance with the Kaws,

They plant their corn without the plough, nof even fencing their
fields, but leave the corn exposed and wncultivated {o make itself;
in consequence of the drought killing all their corn this season, they
will have to pass a severe winter; doving the dry weather they came
to the conclusion that this was not the country designated for them
hy the CGireat Spivit, aid that the Great Spirit has' become dissatisfied
with them, mu{ was then frowning upon them; they would reter to
the mission farm, and say, look at our white brother's corn, how
splendid, beantiful, and green, it is; ook hereat ovrs, almost joining
his, how parehed and vown; it will make nothing.

At present they hiave no school, and it seems that what they have
had lias been only a dead expense to the government ; those who have

mjoyed the privilege of the school heretotfore are now no more than
tommon Kaws in dress, manners, and everything clse.

1 am constrained to ray that the Kansas are n poor, degraded,
superstitions, thievish, indigent, tribe of Indinus; their tewdeney is
downward, and, in my opinion, they must soon hecome extinet, and
the sooner they arrive at this period, the better it will be tor the rest
of mankind. I would state, however, hefore sending my report, that
there are nearly four thousand dollars of depredation claims already
bronght against the Kansas tribe of Indians, depredations committed
on the Santa ¢ road by running off and killing stock; I would also
stato that these Indians should be removed from this voad.

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedieut servant,
JOIIN MONTGOMERY,
Indian Agenl.
Colonel A. CummiNg, .
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Missouri.
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No. 435,

0 ;?:—:ll}k'r.\mxr or THE INteriop
ice Mdion ulrs . 5 35
Sris R"ﬁ‘l‘l'illg to vour l(\f(o(r of the | "l!/’lll,:s, Octohes h, 1835,
prrperts to he the annual report of \'wnt“\; "It“mn, v s what
irports | Agent Montgomery, I have to
ur ' ) ‘ g 1 3 i -
; ,;f‘(l;.f;'."’,"‘lf')"." careful pernsal of sajo report,” T find that ?l‘: h’)’:t‘
REES overy improper terms of the Indians ler his charge a
witl appear from the follow; i i iy ety a3
Vi par frem the “u 1;}\;1)5; qlnomhnus' from his comlmm‘cﬁtimnl
AL Hddie of June last the smallnax brol " .
them aed bas continued fatally wit) e -m) :.\ proke oF (hmong
seeme, o the arent oot fnfall ith l)'u greater nwmber of them, it
Lo o e great satistuetion and admiration of a) those who ha
un“‘ argquandance with the Kaws.”’ Awain: ‘ e who Jrave
‘ . N frat ) i y
f /._u'n comstrained (o say that the Kansas
.s;l)n‘r-' Hans, Ahiceish, indigent teiva of Jadin
;luu'.l.f"ll'-/. u‘ml, oy opinion, {hey C
e rmer they arrive at this m
; _ : is preio
manlind,”? peviel o
In view of the express i
co ey '«:’l htilftr(i?]\)?.o.«mn.\' used, in conuexion with the Indians
it to ] s -'”ls g care, and presuming that they were made
i ¢ consideration as respeets their true import, [ o
direct that you will apprise Agent Montgomery e natm S fo
extent of his duties to those unmt{)‘r(fl’ ,.,mnlu,\'rnt'tho rorme nd
that instead of desieni ovards ob the goverm ;
‘ desier e . = nent
oy st u'i(hilu\llf"{u*l}g ;hen extermination, he shonll employ the’
ot s wit ts reach ealenlated to promate thejr welfare and
l“'(l' ! l“" s and that language sueh as fhat above quoted § as im
mer a e IS H ] N P .
pr ]( S amb neonsistent with lis relation and abligations to the Ins'lm
S i1s nnacceptable to this office. " e Indians
Very vespeetfully, your obedient servant
GEORGE W, MANYPENNY
b

Commisioner.

are a poor, degrade

sy their tendency i,
must sosu hecome eatfinet “and
ke better { will be tor the i:us“ of

A. Cossxa, Fsq.,
Supcrintendent, e, St Lonis, Missonri

No. 46,

. .
Suawaxee, Kavsas TrrRITORY,
. September 4, 1855
th(?"‘?snl h_a\'(t*. thc;}hon]or to report to you that [ re: , .
vonst, after having visited ! i
cllol'*, Al'ﬂlmhoc’s and Cheyennes “&idib'l:::‘(l (Jt‘l)xl:]x:‘)"\" - Klol\vays, b
and, consermmniie he . m very much seattered
5 cons ¥, considerable time was requi ’
Tectod oy ¥ ! ne was required to have the ]
. ey are in a state of great confusion, | s auroad
P A Ry ntusion, by no means avreed
s ves, and uncertain of their position i 0
- ' unc ) position i reference t
government. I used every means jn my power to pacity themn m(l)dutl((:

I 1l ) %
cconcile them to the United States, Tlow far I succeeded I am un-

wehed this place on
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but T presume that the fiest train that
s did previously tomy arrival; that
s aml sueh other articles

able to say with certainty;
wassos will have to do asall other s
s, to pay toll in the way of sy anmd eoflee
o 1 . >
s suit their faney. . o .
“\"l"l‘m history of our Indinn affnirs elearly proves ‘l}ll‘li ”’m":;h;"(‘ﬁ!;‘p
of [ndians cannof he hought; amt | stil (\!l(('\‘(t\lltl t :;.‘ 0]]),!:\\‘!‘1 t‘lu- vm.;:
ino bt a sound  chastisement Wit haye the
yeav ago, that nething but \ . S oconses. Make them
of bring inns Mains to their senses,  Mak
of bringing the Iudians of the | ) rosenses. Al
. S qee thom nt diseretion; bat every pee
foar you and you can manay D vy e
X WF «Fas an nckuowledgement of thewr supe 1 ,
made them they regard asan ntof th npurior "
and given fo deprecate their wrath, At this time they have no re
tal
speet for the government.
)No rond in the United h'la.t‘(\-f
Qantn 6, More than two million \ worth of merelandise
'i:'““s\m\\mllv carried over it to New Mexivo. hesides gon vnnm\;\( r‘!-‘n(s
sfo\" military posts. 1 had the plensuve of meeting (‘"‘l"'“",l A n‘l»l‘lr«il;:l(:
M R g 3 < Y 3 » l‘ ‘\ -r
i : n the Arkansas river, and ol co i
commanding a detachment on the 2 and of conitn e
i im ! - o inform yon that we agree as 10
with him; and 1 am lm‘)p_\ you that we azree w0
i jey of swernment in relation to oury
should Le the poliey ol the g ; ) e
v Hitary posts shonld be bhuilt on the £aN
dians.  Two military pos ! ilt the Arknzas; e
X TOSSCS i or Pawnee Fork, the {
ere the rond crosses the Walm vk,
;\321(:::; Fort. 'l'his done, and respectable cmnn]mm\t.\ of m‘mmh:d n\\:;\\\
. ! ‘ shi i v ; Cinany
g oshineg every Indian who stopped ov ) \
kept at cach place, threshing v i L RTCA
: 1 1, my word for it, in a very short U |
way molested o trnin, and, m) o MY R e o
v ’ atoty on the Sania 166 route,  As s ,
should hnve peace aud satety o N 1B s
' i ses s av 1ol at several places, ane as
svery train that passes hus to pay veral plac L each has
;l\) q\'l\lnnit {0 whatever exaction may he levied ; whilst the stealing
) 3 con ig an everv-day ocenrrence,
‘lmrsles, m“‘%l: “mll'ot}]‘i'“1:{1(.:']:*;.!‘\}):;‘1‘ ("lllf:w(iﬁi\w these Indians, becanse
1 have spoken of the necessity stising these Indians, A :
the, safely I()f travel aud trade on the i‘:llll.\'\,l(?hl'l((l.l.“'\ ‘Mi\;“,‘q‘:. :::
vontier t - Porritery of New Mexico, mmperattvely e
frontier aud the remote A - peratively B
“thi = sans, 1hey be redateed 1o peace amd orier.
mands that, by some means, they Lo pce A iy con-
] ey remark, in relation to these five tribes, tha
1 would further vemark, in vela ' b, that thels o
ition i : Thalous i the history of owr Jndian reld S
tion is allogethier anomalous in istor) _ .. ;
i Our intercowrse with Indians has hitherto Y,\n»ndtd nn[\flu"::i:;x
H H oy . - . 8
H i : ' - borders, or to these on our iroe '
tribes which were within o 5 these o owr franlives,
i ir original seats and into whose neighborhoot
whether iu their original ‘ duhborkond we 1
. soltlements, or those which we had yemoved
advanced our settlements, _ nl yemoved frow
i i borders.  As a general rule, we had s s
inferior to our borders,  A: { : - hownes, and grant
Cheir Inndyg, allot them new hanes, and g
them, and then to uy thei , 1l ) ¢ hng and o
it cances to cover differences i value. ¢
them antinal allowances {0 €0V e, With the &
" i sondition to nnnoy our frontier se ts,
mote téibes, those in no cond oy out frontier set e it
vhi - sett1édd policy has protected from the mtrusi
4 which our settléd pehie) . i : ion of
:\‘r?e}x "we have had little to do.  Oceasionally an adventurous h‘t\p]lsl;
or hunte> has found his way amongst them, and brought huck‘m.(:n;{".
3 g N . », . ) |‘. -
of their habits of lite, their numl)ers,] lncsmulccs, &cl'"t]h““' "t'il]l“\‘l;“‘rm
i o] ition to the philosopher and the'} ta
shed matter of speculition to t i ' an -
n\i‘st yather than of sober reflection to the statesman and the ]')(;_}’:)(’\“
z'iml’ "Phe immense acqnisition of territory, however, res'u}tm;{ fron
the war with Mexico, and the overland mtorc)ong:q which “x.xbmc-
sprang up between the Atlantic States and the Pacific const, o1

needss protection more than that to
g of dollars’” worth of werchandise
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ing the intermedinte fervitories of New Mexico and Utah, have hrought
to light a state of things not previonsly known, except to a few,  The
cessation of o snpply of arms and mmmunition by the general govern-
went, to the pavticulur tribes wler eonsideration, has also contributed
its share towards bringing important facts to light,

These tribes are now confined tor a district of country from which
the bullalo has almost entirely disappeared, and the smaller game
renmining in it is too shy and too fleet to he killed with hows and
arvows,  Jiven with fire-avius it would he a scant, a precavious, and a
constantly diminishing means of subsistence which those sterile wilds
coulld afford. I the hunters of these fribes venture into the region
of the buffalo, they wre linble at any moment to come into contact
with the border Indians, the Osages, Delawares, and others, who
claim as their own hunting wrownds all the lawds over which the
buflalo now roams,  When sueh meelings oceur sanguinavy fights are
stre to follow, in which the border Indian, owing to the superiority
of his arms, and his skill in the use of them, is sure'to be the victor,
Oceupying, as they do, w country in which only the most skillful and
laborions culture could render the immediate products of the earth
available for human food, it is easily percoived that even had some
advanees been made i civilization, these peaple would still be veduced
to a state ot great destitution,  But they have not made one step in
the divection of civilized Tile; they know nothing of azricutture, have
no domestic animals exeept horses and dogs, no ageicultural imple-
ments, wor knowledge of the use of Ahem af they had,  Uwnddr these
cirermstanees it ix at onee pereeived that their situation is desperate.
In the absence of other food, they have fed upen theie horses and
mules untit the numbers of those animals have tllea below their
needtul supply 5 and hence their fregquent torays inta Old and New
Mexico lor the purpose of veplenishing their stock.  Starvation is
comstatitly sturing thenr in the face: and it 1 a fate to which the most
tittored eitizen or subjeet of eivilized society dovs not submit without
a sivnggle,  No o wonder then that the will anl watanght savage
shonld vosist it with all the strength aoed all the aet of which he is
master,

The conelnuston to which T am tending, and whielt [ would gladly
ipress upon the governmment, ix, that one of three alternatives mnst
be embraced. The first s, to wage a war of extermination against
these untortunate beings, and so be done with thea at once and for-
ever,  However shoeking to mmanity sueh a cotrse may appear, it is
less g9 than the second, whicl is (o lot matters proceed as they are
now going unhil, by the combined and gradual operation of famine,
disease, domestic brotl, and outside pressnre, the swme tate, that of
ulfer extinetion, shall have overfaken them: the travel amd connerce
of the plains having, in the meantime, been snbject to constant inter
ruption and annoyance.  The third, and it is in strict conformity to
the hwmmane and philautlivopic spivit of the age, is to feed these people
until such time as, by the infroduction amongst them of knowledge
and labits suitable to their condition, they shall be able to provide for
their own subsistence.

It is now an ascertained fact, that wherever the buflalo can live,
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the domestic ox will live in like case un(l. gmfl cm](l'iiinn. 'l'l.lo
region of eouniry occupied by these nomad tribes is preclsu:,\'.\hut‘ in

which the former animal has herqmlm'c l.nosl'u\)fmm\’("_l, xmn;‘g‘t'mt
of the short grass, which still coustitutes his principal i’ not lm‘ sole
food in winter. It is capable of sustaining, upon unnm’ll .hzml nlum::
as dense a population as o:visls‘nm‘\vl!m'e m the “T“M'-' } \ﬁ
emphatically the pastoral region ot America, destined, when i s n;

have become the abode of civilized man, fo be (h’u seaf nl‘ \\(.-:\It i,
health, case, art, aml refinement. But, not to indulge in specu-
Jations not demanded by the oceasion, I eame at once to l?w llxm‘n}
purpose which 1 have in view: it is to urre the "r(‘"f“"“-‘“(." "( ‘u,(
government’s supplying these Indians \)’.ﬂh the means of v'n(«’_nu:_, N

once upon n course of pastoral life, With a liberal supply “; ﬁx‘n\su
up animals for present consumption, and of cows and m| I nni
breeding, their plains could, in a few years, be stocked fiuy wyomd
their own wants. and all motives for depredating on the property of
othiers would thus he withdrawn, It _\v«‘mltl be necessary tl:u} 'ﬂur
government still have a parental cave of them, to prevent ‘(h‘(‘- d‘v.s\nm:}
tion of property nat meeded nov fit to be killed; t? impress 1”11\11\,.\

possible, with the dignity of lmh\'uhm\. m\'nm's\n,), 1o hzlu“ n{p j:\
the proper eave of stock, such as castrating, \m\!'kmg.‘ .mu p ‘Hx'l.l.\".l'll‘ii‘
the processes of milking, butter ;\'ml cheese m‘nkm;:, f h‘ll o “\.\1”.“ .
and preserving hides, &e. \\'\nlst S0 r('slrmm.‘d nnl_l S0 1!‘:\‘1),'(1 ," m‘\
shonld also be protected against the powerful wild tribes which
inhabit the countries adjacent to them. el

Expensive as a complinnee with these recomwendations wonld
undoubtedly he, it would yet prove less so than either a \‘.a\; m\
extermination or the mahitenance of a sufficient force to hold (3!&
trib2g constanily in cheek.  Simply as a means of saving me ‘1'1..»1]1\
starvation, it is probably the most cconomical that could be lll.'\l.\'cl‘,
whilst on the score of humanity, it hears no comparison with o war,
whether of extermination or of mere coercion.  The fact must nn\‘ be
lost sight of, however, that, in order o do anything m\ou!:\.(.m Ih)
rosult in benefit to these deluded creatures, they must hm. '»c
whipped into submission; at present they hold ‘IIC.:\IIIQI;I(:::II‘%(;? :‘Iklt;
ment awd people in the ntmost contempt. and until “h.c‘\ 5:1:\“ “\(A(Lo
right in this particular, it is folly, and worse than folly, to attemy
maintain friendly velations with thewm.

I bave thus given a hasty outline of what 1 deem to be Hu_!.lrm:.
policy of the government in relation to these people, hut (‘\\.u history
of the past adinonishes ;ne of the ‘ml;.hh:y of n]lt‘snch suggestions,

rory respectfully, your obedient serva

1 am, very respectfully, your M \\'l’ll'l‘l*ll'}l.]),

Indian dgend.
{fon. (. W. MANYPEXNNY, )
! Commissioner of Indie Aflairs, Washinglon, D. C.

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFPAIRS,

No, 47,

Orrter StreriNiENpeyt INprax Avearns,
Fort Suiith, Avlausas, S!'/"l w133, 1RD5.

Stz Sinee my appointirent to the dizscharege of the duties of this
superinfendeney. e Mareh last) there has beeny in the condition of

the several tribes of Indinns nder its charge, no change of particnlay
impovtance.

Asnoexirency hasarisen in their affairs, cither asamone themselves
or as allecting the general government, requiring my presence in their
widst, I have not been brought into that close contaci with them
that would wive me personally an acenrate knowledge of their position
and condition in all important respeets.  But inasomch as by far the
greater portion of the fribes subjeet (o my care, the Chevokees, Choe-
taws, Chickasaws, and Creeks, have made very enconrnging and
respeetable advances in Christianity, civilization and alucation, it was
to have been expected, and 1 am happy to say that the expeetation
was not disappointed, that peace and good order would  prevail
amony them,

The serions personal and funily feuds that have, at times, fearfully
disturbed and acitated the quict and repose of the Cherokees, have
been permitted o slumtber sinee the onthrenk in 1853, and it s hoped
are now finally suppressed. Neveral questions off fiimportance are pre-
sented in the report of George Butler, esiy., Cherokee agent, and to
which | would most respeetudly invite the attention ot the department,
as they eadl for the opinion of an anthority superior to that vested in
the superintendent. 1t seems not to admit of” doubt that, o far as is
consistent with good order and the high regard due the general gov-
crnment, it would he the better policy to allow the Cherckees the
right of vepressing and panishing the erimes and offences committed
by their own citizens within theiv own’limits; it wonld e an incentive
that would lead them to appreciate their responsibilitios as citizens,
and to prepare themselves for their intelligent discharge.  ''ke exercise
of this great vight we claim to be the basis of all progress, veneration
for law, and 1mprovement amoug ourselves; aml its eflect on the
Indian conld not tie other than salutary and heneficent,

It is generally understood along this border that the Department
of War has in contemplittion the speedy nhandonment of Fort Gibson,
s the removal of the troops now stationed there to a peint turther
west; and ax this helief has elicited a very general expression of publie
opinion, it is not inappropriate to remark that, while & small number
of Cherokees warmly desire it another portion of them, the Creeks,
and the white population along the border of the States, as warmly
desire it may not he,

The Choetaws, and in connexion with them the Chickasaws, rank
with the most favored tribes.  ‘I'here has heen some slight dissension
between them, growing out of a misunderstanding as to the true
Loundary dividing the Chickasaw district from the country occupied
by the Chodtaws, an unavailing effort to adjust which was made by &
convention last fall, und subscquently by defining the line agreed
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. . "
upon in convention, hut no settlement was had, Binee then, and
while at Washington city fast spring and stupmer, the delegations of
the two tribes, the Choetaws, aidod by their ngent, Dovglass 1,
Cooper, exif,, entered into a joint tyeaty or convention, to which the
geueral government was ity that it is hoped will satisictorily
dispuse of all guestions existing between them wimical to theiv har-
monions velations ; the treaty (o be catificd by their respeetive coyn-
eils hefore being submitted to the United States Senate. The sangnine
among them yewgard its ratification by their commeils as certaing others
look for its rejeetion or essential modifieation @ bt ws the time i
determinate aetion is so near at hand, it is useless to resort (o conjee-
ture, | understand that oue of the provisions of the treaty sssigns
the Witehitas a permanent home in the Choctaw conntry.  Last vear
this tribe made representations that theiv conntry, inhabited by them
from time immemorial, had heen civen to the Clioctaws without their
consent and withont vemuneration, and cavnestly protestad against it
Whether this tribe, having had vo voice or yepresentation in the con-
stitution of this treaty. will be satisticd with its provisions concerning
themselves, or will present themeclves hefore the gencial government
as petitioners for vedrvess and vemuneration, cannot. as yot be knowy
with any degree of coertainty.

The Creeks are niking progvess o aarvienlfure, A€ the preseat
time no tribe appears to be more sensibly impressed with the necessity
of providing the means of edueation tor theiv sons and danehfers:
and in the past year, eneournred and divected by the cordial interest
manifested by their agent, William 1. Gaervert, esqe, and nder the
fostering care and proteetion of the Burean of Tielinn Attairs, their
eduncationanl facilities have been very considerably augmented,  The
various school honses, wderzoing vepair aud in conese of boilding,
will xoon be ready for aeenpation, and will confortably accommadate
a considerable ineveaxe fn the number of pupilsc  Oue of the most
serious drawbacks on the prosperity of this people has been in the
multitude of their chiefs and headmen @ they have recently redaced
the number of their chiefs trom seven hundred (o five hundved-—a step
in the right divection.  The chiets diawing a larger per eentum of the
varfous annuitics than the private citizew proportionndty vedueed the
siums paid the latter ;5 the reduction in the number of the ehiefs will,
in an equal ratio, increase the amount to be distribmred among the
mass of the tribe, and they, perceiving its good effeets, will «till
further improve their condition by again reducing the number of
chiefs, and thus more and more simplity their form of government.

With the Seminoles, who had heen assigned a home in the Creck
country, and by the treaty of {845 made participants iu the cnactinent
and administration of faws, in fuct, in wll vespects save theiv peeuniary
relations with the general government, made an infegral portion of
the Creck people, much dissatisfaction exists, arising from an uniter
disregard of the freaty ovn the part of a portion of the Seminoles.
When the treaty of 1845 was made. the larger number of the
Seminoles quictly settled down among their Creek brothers, (the tribes
having originally heen one,) with the intention of incorporating thems-
sclves into the Creek nation; but a few restless and turlmlent ones,
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dissatisfisdl with the treaty, whose provisions they had taken part in
framing, withdrew to & distanee, refnsed the pzirli(-ipminn garan-
tied them in the Creek canneils, or to obey the laws there onaeted.
Fram that time to this, they have heen sednlonsly sowine the see 1s of
tiscord hetween the tribes and among those Seminoles remminine
under the joint jurisdiction.  Unfortunately, the leaders in this movee
ment beeame possessed of the fdea that. by withdrawine themsclves
entirely from the Crecks, they condd foree the «,:mu-ruln-f--\‘wnmunt
into giving them Lands of their own, to aid them i establishine o
distinet nationality, to jnercase theiv anmuities, and establish funls
for the support of vavious objects amonyg them ;. by the dis<emination
of these expeetations they have prevailed on o nmnber of these hore
tofore guictly disposed and contented, to abandon their Creck homes
and join them,  For the two years past, they had deprived all thase
preferring to live among the Crecks of ail ||ill"ﬁ('i]'=lﬁnll in the division
Al thelr amnnities : representations having been made of this wrone
and submiitted o the Commissioner of Tndian Affirs, it was ordered
to he discontinued and the sufterers vestored to the enjoyment of their
rights. A1 a periad as late as last spring. it wonld have boen an
casy matter for aspecial commissioner, hnving the proper anthority
to have persuaded niucteen twentieths of his people ta an chservanee
of the treaty of IS5, and 1o live harmonionsly with the Crecks ; more
than halt their numnber were then living contentedly with the Creoks,
and althoweh mavey of them have sinee heen imdineed to 1emovie, | o
not know that it is even yet too late fo produce this result, proyided
the department doos pet yeemil g compliance with their desiies as the
hest and ost feasible means of inducing the emivration of the
Seminotes now in Flovida,  For more detailed partienlas 1 rcter to
the veports of Wiiliam 1 Gavvett and J. W, Washhonrne, esgrs,, the
former the agent of the Creeks, the latter of the Seminoles,  In the
report of the former genteman will also be found an elaborate and
uble statement of a claim tor indemity preferred by the Crecks s for
Lads taken from them tor the benefit of the senera) government, by
the treany of Fort Jackson in 1811, They earnestly seek an examini-
fion of the merits of their elnim, and, it convineed of its jnstice. that
the departiment will exert its influence in procuring its recounition.
3 A portion of the Comanches having expressed a desive to their
Creek friends o he permitted 1o enter info a treaty with the weneral
government, and the overture having received the favorable consid-
eration ot the department, instrnetions were recently issued to the
(,'r(-vk agent to request the ehiets of the Upper Creeks to inform the
Comnnelies that government responded favorably to their vequest,
nm_l as soon as practicabld wonll again commuunicate with them more
definitely.  Thix these chiefs have undertaken to do, amd at 1 con-
venient dayv atter their interview with the Comanches will intorm the
agent of the resnlt of it.  Shoubd any considerable nnmber of that
erratic et misehievous tribe e indueal to settle permanent)y, nban-
don the chase for the pursuit of agriculture, and cease their depreda-
tions on property, its effeet on the other somadie praivie tribes wonld
bc'(-xt(-usnwl_v felt in the safety of life and property.

The Osages ave the only tribes, within the limits of this superin-
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tendeney, at wary with the Comanches they have been in almost con-
tinual warfave tor twenty vears or more, hut ax their little battles ocenr
only at certain seasons ot the year, and always fur out on the prairies,
their homes have heen exempt from the incursions o' theiv enemies;
but nofwithstanding this, their hostile attitude is a convee of gereat
evil to the entive tribe by retarding the suecess of the efforts made for
their improvement,  They were vecently prevented from embroiling
themselves with the Racs and Foxes, maindy by the active exertions
and admonitions of their agent, Andvew J. Dorng esg., to whose re-
port 1 veter the department for further particnlars in reward to this
tribe, ax also coneerning the condition of the Quapaws, Senecas, Nen-
ceas and Shawnees, all likewise under his charge, The tribes of this
wgeney were the only ones that suffered el from sickness the past
year: some four handved died with the smallpax; bnt as soon as
practicable. a special physivian was sent to their assistanee, whe
attended the sick wnd vaecinated the vesidue of the tribes. His report
wits transmitted to the department some weeks ago,

Intemperance, the most hanetul foe of habits of industry, and of
the moral and mentad ilumination and regeneration of the Indian, 1
helieve, from the veports hefore mey il fiom information proenred
from other anthentic sonrees, to be gradnally diminishing in all
tribes under my charge, except the Seminoles and the tiibes of the
Neasho aveney. It must be confessed that o great amonmt still
prevails amony them all, more than enongh to gricve the philan-
thropist, bnt, withal, an improvement is visible.  But the Seminoles,
ineredible as it may seem, viewing their scanty nmmbers and poverty,
in the past eight or nine momths, have expended not dess than
§30,000 in liguors, mostly interior whiskey, and, with the aid of
unprincipled white men, smuggeled it into their conntry. aud this
despite the exertions of the Indinus hostile to the traflic and the
vigilanee of the authorities.  In connexion with this subjeet 1 refer
to the suggestions contained in the reports of the Choctaw agent, and
the agent of the Chiekaenws, Andrew J. Smith, exq., as (o heing
provided with more efticient aid in the apprehension of offenders
against the interconrse faws, and their delivery into the custody of
the proper anthorities, than is vow afforded by the military torces
stationed along this frontier.  Perhaps, since the transter of the
Burean of Indian Aftaivs from the Department of War to that of the

Interior, there is a less dearvee of zeal oy a mieater desree of
? o fad

punctilionsness ohservable in the point indicated than formerly ; my
own brief experience convinees me that #n aimendment is vequired in
this hehalf, {lllt I do not feel myselt’ competent to designate the
character of the remedy.

I tuke the aceasion to cordially approve the suggestions of the Chac-
taw agent, Douglass I, Cooper, esq., that further legistation by Con-
gress is imperatively demanded ““in regard to the various interests
within the Indinn tervitory.”  Many points there are no laws to
reach, and so imperfect, in many respeets, ave those in existence, that
the oflicers aud agents of the department ave frequently perplexed
and shackled in the discharge of’ their duties, and uite as frequently
unable to decide with precision and certainty what their duties really
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are. The inferconrse laws of 1884 seem also to require a thoronugh
revision, and to be adapted o existing ciramstances.  Since their
enactment, the changes have heen so many and so sreat—so wnex-
pected—that it daily grows more diflicult to accormnodate them to
the existing order of things, or the existing order of things to them,
When these laws were framed, the Indians formed our wesfern horder
and it was the expectation and intention that they shonld continue to
do so. Since then, by the acquisition of territory and the inflox of
population, sovercign States and orgenized Tervitories—wealthy pop-
ulous and commercial—have sprung imto heing, west of the Tudians;
thus, between the States and Pervitories of (h(?Missism'm:i valley and
thase of the Pacific slope, there exists a broad area of Indian country
over which are extended lnws dissimilar (o those existine between
State and Stute, and forming a barvier to the free interchanee of the
comutaditios of commerce. 1 would hex leave to commend the con-
gideration of these subjects—as 1 view them of great importance and
{n'cssmf_t necessity—to the wider experience and more comprehensive
knewledze of the chicf of the Indian Bureaa.
.1 have heretofore acquainted the department of the damage, while
- conrse o transportation, done the goods purchased for and on ac-
count of the Creek and Seminole Indians in 1854, Althoueh these
goads, {original cost &14,000,) being of considerable value, :'nnl«l, it
they had escaped injury, heen gladly received by the tribes, they pre-
ter not to aceept them in their damaged condition.  No snfferine has
as yet been experieuced avising fiom the delay of their delivery: hut it
is highly desirable cither that the goods shonld he replaced l’n' new
imveices, or their valie in money he paid to the Indians, before the
severty of winler isipon tham. '
\ _}"m‘ alulllir(innul l)mrticulnrs as to the wants and conditions of the
ribes, I oreler to the reports gents Butler, Garre ; . i
l)orn,, and \\'lthth:':;l:‘loll(:'I(tl‘l’u(;rﬁlrll(‘-‘tll(l*:’li]l;el(llﬂafli Gﬂllf‘“,, Tooper, '?m'ﬂl,

; ceounts of the suecess and
progress of the labors of the missionavies and teachers among -the
various tribes, to the reports of these intelligent, pious, and laborious
ladies and gentlemen, respectively, accompanying the reports of the
several agents, ’

Very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
e C. W. DEAN,
_ Sup't of Indian Affaivs, Southern Superinfendency.
Hon. Giro. WV, Maxnyressy,
Comm’r of Indian Afairs, Washington eity, D. (.

No. 48.

Cierokee: Aakxcy, August 11, 1855,
0 Slln: Tn accordance with the regulations of the departinent, I have
inmﬂ"-"g]r t‘n;u])mlt.ﬂle fo’]‘lowmg report as to the condition of affairs
te Cherokee nation.  There lias been so little change among the
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Cherokees since my last annual report, that my present report must
necessarily he brief,

The health of the Cherokee people has heen remarkably good during
the past year, notwithstanding the many hardships they have had to
endure and the many difiicultics they have had to contend with,
What diseases were amonyg them were those commeon throughout the
western country, and attended by very little mortality.,  The agricul-
tural interest of the people, I am happy to say, is in a very flourishing
condition this season; greater industry has heen used by the Chero-
kees during the past year than ever before.  The almost {otal failure
of the erops last fall appears to have had a highly salutary and bene-
ficial effect in arousing the encrgies of the people, and causing them
to put torth maore strenuons exertions in agriculture.  The neat con-
dition of their farms gives the best evidence of their industry, and
they have been abundantly rewarded by the heavy yiekl of the
corn, wheat, and oat crops, this year, The cducational interest
of the wation is in a highly prosperous condition.  The cause
of religion, going hand in hand as it does with the cause of edn-
cation, is doing much to clevate the character of the Indians by
the dissemination among them of principles of morality and virue,
which will he beneficial in removing a great many causes of tempta-
tion that lead to crime, and keep them blind to their hest interest.
"The temperance eanse is also doing much good by ¢nlisting under its
banners men who, from their standing in socicty, ave capable of
exerting a heneficial influence upon those avound them.  One of the
most serious drawbacks upon the Cherokees at. this time is their heavy
public debt,  The failure of the delegation at the last session of Con-
gress Lo sell the aentral land, has cansed a great deal of dissatistaction
among all elasses,  They ave anxions to sell their land and free them-
selves, by that means, from their present embarrassments, and they
are defermined to muke a strong effort to that effect.  or xo long as
their financial affaivs are in such a bad and erippled condition, it
is impossible to make much advancement in their domestic aflairs.
There exists among them a strong and abiding prejudice agzainst
selling land, but this fecling is overcome by the universal desire (o
discharge honorably their present heavy indebtedniess. 1 called the
attention of your predecessor (o the slavery question, I again refor
to it, as it is producing much excitement in the nation.  1%here have
been causes operating silently for some time, having a tendeney to
create an agitation of that already too mnch agitated question, and
I am sorry to say, the cause can he traced fo the anti-slavery mission-
aries in the nation, who, instead of attending to the real object of
their mission, have, by the conrse they -have heen, and are now pur-
suing, rendered the slave population discontented with their lot, and
fostered thoughts and feelings in their minds from which no good
can be expeetedd; hut on the other hand, much evil, It is hecoming a
matter of thrilling interest, involving, as it does, some of the most
important and cherished interests of the nation. 1t is a subject of
daily conversation among the intelligent portion of the community,
who denounce in strong {erms the movements of the abolitionists in
the country, and if the excitement is not put down, it will lead to
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disasfrous conscquences. Tt is a matter that should be loft entirely
with the Cherokees to settle, and T regret to see men who wore sent
!Jl‘(;:(ﬁ':»() i(:u:ih :l(;})l:(;):([)"(:‘f”d\(x:;“‘l“]|l|I|!|{ h). fli'r.lAlp strife wnong these penple.
) portance 1o the Cherokees that T
wonld eall your attention to, It is the construction placed upon
the intercourse law by the district court for the western distriet
of Arkansas. It will be soen by referving to the treaty of 1835
article 5th, that the Cherokees Wave fhe ];m\'r.-r fo pacs Taws bil']d:
g upon, not only the Cherokees themselves, hut all who have
comnected themselves with them; this includes, as | suppuse; white
men who have identified themselves with the Cherokees by inter-
mareving with them.  There ave about five hundred white nen
and women iu_the nation of this elass, who would, instead off what
they now are, hecome useful citizens, if they were mule amenable te
fhc.lm\'s'ol_ the nation,  But having no inferest in the affairs of the
nation, living here only by sufferance, claiming to be whollv within
the jurisdiction of the United States, (hey cannot have the privileges
and advantages that they would have were they subject to the laws
of the nation, and recognized as citizens in full, and entitled to all
the immunities as such; were this the case, they would be of ereat
advantage to this nation.  The court claims jurisdiction over afl u(e~
groes, free and slave; the right to try all newroes who may he guilty
of uny criminal offence, und all pevsons offending nwninst neeroos
within the Indian country, and in all such cases Told negraes to be
competent witnesses, so that a master may he carried to Van Buren
and tried for an offence against his own ‘negro, and his own slaves
may bhecome witnesses against him.  This 1 conceive to he an eneroach-
,n‘)('nl on the rights of the Cherokees, and is xo regavded by them.
There is a hostility existing in the mind of almost every Indian in
t}ne nation o the court at Van Biren, and they look upon some of
the pmcvodx'n‘gs of the conrt as violating the rights seeured to them
by treaiy.  The treaty of 1885, article 5th, veferred to nhove, evidéntly
gives them the vight to pass laws for their protection and that of their
property; but of what avail are the lnws of the nation in this llL‘R}ir‘;f
If the district court claim the right, and use it ton, of comine here,
taking up Jwegroes, and holding them as compotent to testify even
angainst their masters, The Cherokee people, in regard to their inter-
l!ﬂl nﬂuu".z, oceupy @ position similar to the States of the United
States. Phey have the power to make whatever reglations they may
in couneil decm proper for the administration of their government, so
'ﬂ‘l(}:\f he not contiary to the Constitution and laws of the United Stafos.
This is what belongs to every State in the American Union, and it
n].rsn belongs to the Cherokee nation according to treaty stipulations,
What, I would ask, is the ground upon whicéh that court holds necroes
to be conipetent witnesses in a United States court? IHave they any
})rcce(lent that will bear them out in the asswniption of that power?
’Afthey have, T niust-confess that T am totally ignorant of their origiii,
The only easo that the'least shadow of autholity could be obtiined
!'1'0111,.]8 that of Licut. Hooe, U, 8, N., tried before a conrt martial
in which negro testimony was admitted, and, if T mistake not, there
was a petition gotten up to set aside the decision of the court, fu con-
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sequence of the admission of negro festimony.  The Fxceutive would
not, however, set aside the deeision, from the fact that theve was sufli-
cient testimony to support the decision withont that of the negro. 1 refer
you fo the opinion of 1. D, Gilpin, Mtorney General of the United
States at the time, in the ease.  Nee also the opinion of Atforney Gene-
ral Wirt on the capacities of free negroes,  Again, the district comt
claim an exclusive furisdiction forany infraction or'that part of the infer-
conrse law refating fo teaflic, &o., in spivituous liquors. They elaim
the right to come into the nation aml arrest an Indian, take him to
Van Burven, and tey him tor introducing lgquor into the nation, 1 do
not  helieve they have the right to do so, for after an Indian
has brought the liguor into the nation, he is then subject to the laws
of the nation, and they have penaltics tor every sueh intenction,
Now, it the court claim the vight to tey the indian, and ihe
Cherokees elaim the right also, after he shall have broucht liguor
into the nation, you see it necessarily subjeets the offender to twe
separate trinds, and By two separate mwd distinet tribunals, for the
same offence, which i contrary to the spirit of” the Constitution, It
was only as late as 1813 Hhat Tondians were made compefent. witngase
in such cases. ), then, the Cherokees have laws to govern theiv own
people by, and penalties attached for violation of Taws, it is my
opinion that the offender shonld be tried by the Liws ot his conntiy
and not, as it were, by a forcign tribnual. B has been the case; oo
frequently, of an Indian having been arvested for some trivial offence,
tnken to Van Buren, put into jail, and left to linger there until tria
day: perhaps then they conld find nathing against him, and the
wor fellow would retnrn home, injnred in health and purse. 1 deem
it my duty, sir, to call your attention to this subjeet, and respeettully
wrge vou to call the attention of the department to it, in onder that
it may he remedied, as the course pursued hy the district court places
the Cherokees in a degraded position, that no free people can hear
patiently. It was but ashort time since that the sherifl’ of Hiinois
distriet was arrested by the marshal, tuken to Van Buren, and tried
for an offence committed while attending to the legitimate husiness of
his office. Whites and Indiang go across the line into Arkansas,
before the ecommissioner; warrants arve issued by the commissioner,
the individual is taken fo Van Buven avd tried, without the
knowledge of the chiel or agent. It appears, from thie existing
political relations between the United States and the Cherokee
nation, as defined in their treaties, and from the.whole spivit, as well
as the wording, of the act of June 30, 1834, that the proper conrse
wonld be, in all cases of alleged violntion of the intercourse law, to
call upon the superintendent or agent, and he on the chief, for all
such offenders, aand in caso the chief should neglect or refuse to
defiver over such offendérs; then, that tho superintendent or agent
should employ the military for their arrest and removal to the civil
authority of the proper judieinl district, (sce dct of June 30, 1834,)
and this, we learn, was the course pursued formerly, » « the
construction placed upon the act referred to by the district conivt of
the western district of Arkansas, But were the intention and spirit
of the law thus carried out, as it formerly was, I apprehend there
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wankl be but little eall for the military, for I doubt not that. in all
cases deemad of sufiicient importance " for such a demand i;\' the
superintendent or agent, the chicl wonld le prompt in complying ;
and under such a conrse the Taws would be exceuted anid coud li‘(‘]iﬁ':
cultivated, insted of the law being made a sonree of .~|n-:|||;|tifm and
n;,rg'm\':nwl oppression, as it now is, It is cortainly the ohject of the
United States to do justice to the Cherokees, and o enconrmee them
in_their efforts for self-improvement, and not, as seems to be the
opiion of some, o oppress and discournge them,  There is no one
thing that produces as mueh disturbanee and dissati<inetion amone
the Cherakee peaple, or does as mneh to dixeonrace and retapd tllci?‘
advancement, as the present oppressive construetion ['»L:l('t'tl upon
the intercoure bow by the district court at Van Buven, v

I have the honor to be, sir, very respecttfully, vour oledient
rervant, o

GRORGE BUTLER,
' [
Doctor Ciiaenes W, Py, ok lyont.
Seperiutendind of Indion Affaire,
Fort Sndth, delonsos,

) Pank Hin, July 27, 1855,
St The mission stations in the Cherokee nation, under the diree-
tion of the American Board of Commissioners for Forejsn Missions
are Dwight, Faivtickd, Park Hill, and Lee’s Crveeks, besides Hnney"
Creek, where a native preacher is cmployed  The persons now in
employment at these stations are as follows :

Dwiyldt,
Rev. Worcester Willey, missionary.
Mrs, Willey,
Miss Jerusha Swain, {cacher,
Fairvfield,
Rev. Torace A. Wentz, missionary.
My, James Orr, assistant.

Mrs. Ovr, .
Miss M. E. Denny, teacher,

Parl:e 11U,

S. A. Worcester, missionary.

Mrs. Woreester. ’
. RRev. Stephen Ioreman, native, is still employed, a portion of the
time as translator, and Mr, Idwin Archer as printer,
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Lee's Creek.

Rev. Timothy 15, Ranney, missionary,
Mrs. Ranney, teacher.

Homey Creek,

Rev, Jdohn Tuss, native preacher,

Very recent statisties from all the stations 1 have not, hut veport
according to my hest information,  The number of members in the
several churehes, according (o my latest intormation, is ns follows:

Iairvfield ......... 79
Park Hil............ 48
Honey Creek...... ]

12

FLee's Creek ... ...,
A |

The efforts made to engage the attention of the people to the things
which concern their everlasting weltare, I am sorry (o say, have met,
the past year, with but limited suecess.

’l‘*w school at Dwight, I am inforined, has been smaller than dur-
ing the preceding vear : bhut my information vespeeting it is small,

The school at Faivfidhd, I believe, has continued o prosper in a
gooil degree, )

At this place (Park T1ill) the sehool prosperved well wntil the health
of the teacher failed, in the fall, and she has not heen able to resume
her Tabors but is gone to Massachusetts, with the intention of return-
ing, it able, which is very doubtful.  Since her departure a school of
about fwenfy (20) scholars has been tavught by Mixs Frminia N, Fore-
man, a native, daughter of Rev, 8. Foreman ; for tuition, the mission
only giving the use of the house and of books and stationery. o far
as 1 know she has given good satisfuction,

At Lee’s Creck, the teacher having removed, Mrs, Ranuney has
assumed, for the présent, the charge of the school.  Whether it las
increased ov diminished T have not heard, )

The printing at Park Ifill, since my last rgport, s amounted to
1,025,000 pages, consisting of a further portion of ixodus, and »
fouith edition of the Gosvcl of John, in Cherokee; an atmanae for
1855, in Cherokeo and linglish; and a portion o1 the Qospel of
Matthew, in the Muscokee or Creck lunguage. 'he remainder of
Tixodus is ready for the press, and the Book of Genesis is in n conrse
of prepivation, -

believe the missionaries of the board are all attewding to their
approprinte duties ; promoting religion, sound morals, and Christian
education, without turning aside to anything which is not within
their proper sphere.

There 15 no head among us, whose business is to attend to the con-
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cerns of all the statio ’ 3
si(llll’ of mlcql.mte i::l'm'::;alt[i‘c'rlx;] r‘(".s]';:{:"r-tci(::;(;(ll::nc::-tf:;:'{ewo"]‘[ be in posses-
l(rss' \‘\”I‘; “III“(: to t_h.(-. )nh:s:yﬂn:nriys ut the several statjons you, doubt-
s WL oblavim more therongh information thy Ie e,
Respeetfully, yours, Hoonn give.
Cromar; Burm, s, S. A WORCESTER.
Cherofece ;.I:/(‘u./. ‘

No, 50,

Fixtenprisg S01° §
i St 1 il st ¢ ‘ sty MIssornt, Adugust 1, 1855,
by : : O You a report of the missi
! i A i ¢ } SSIOn o e
\‘nthm. (lu. hounds of ll'w Cherokee distriet, under the super 'fl'r’y Vol
3‘”!‘1:"” of ll[v M(:lhmlbt l‘)l»is‘mpnl Church Sonth sipervision and
”‘\\ ¢ l;u.vc Six llmssinns, with a membership of fourteen hundred and
Hty, whites and Indians : ety I o
mi.\x}nn\' we have l'(ln::"::-l(?n’ )k’imil\h’ e ]ll{ll('l‘L'ltl o el 1 these
m sswonaries, six whites and efyr) ives
N . .y ' . l ,
The amount appropriated by our board for {hejr supp 'lh g
present year, is three thousand seven huudred d )li Lrort, during the
‘| ¢ \ . . ] y . ! ‘llvs.
e ';';:i-‘:l(\(]::”i:ltllm tllﬂi(,'ul'hcs the Indinns have had to contend with
! Year, our missions ar i ; :
have been lirge and nlimlli\!u”s ’l‘t;xi‘ :}((l':l?fti“c"l. i thll' ol this waons
(s been Jvige an . tional miterest of this -
i ;{:\ 1‘\‘ .::tt‘llnlx 1(n;1;1|m1n;.§.' We have several Sabbath schools aitls‘sﬂlil(til
» Y s of the nation an ord of ‘ ¥
drmeht o F the ”, e tanght the word of Goad, The excessive
et of b . son, through which we have struggled, we hope
C(m“;“w' "'_l'(l ah e.x.sullg, u.? it has prompted the ponpl(; to :’u-(ion m!ul
y. ey now have larger and bettor i ’ ;
nom ¥ {1 ctter eultiv rops i
nn;}‘,lnn.n?r Year of my aequaintance, uted crops han in
1e nterest manifested in ) ' '
> N W ease 1 n
what inereasing ilested in canse of temperance, too, is stine-
T Incr \i,;‘.‘ 0 N LI are several divisions of fhe sons througliout
o Aay their banners wave : ir co > still
onward, wtil the conqueror of Hﬂ‘“‘(::l(; i[:gm“"’ b e rmo be stil
y . . - b r " i
and fidelity reign in his stead enauered, and love, puerstys
Taaryr 1o i . e H
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
. ] f
Groner Brrieg, Fsq., D+ b, OLMMING.

United States Agent Jor the Cheroleces.

No. 51,

MavsviLug, ArkAnsas, A 5
‘ o Mavsvinie, SAS, duyust 2, 1855.
8"2::1‘1\ ?I:;flllsg?'rt:;u:;o§ {)f Julyt?! has been dily received, and in
sy y th 1ave nothing of vital inferest e
;'gsl:r’ ;1;9 ch;u‘c]‘l lzms been under trying circumstances tf?)r“é)lgrtlu;:
» owing to sickness an aths i ch ; notwi i
9{, d deaths in the church 3 notwithstanding
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all this, there has been some additions fo the chureh this year.
Preaching and Sabbath school have Leen regularly attended at Mount
Zion for this yenr, and also preaching at different places in the nation,
As yet we have not heen able to get a mission schoul, owing to the
public school being placed almost at o door, 1 think that the
morals of the Indians here are visihly improving in this section, ng
there seems (o he less drinking this yvear than any previons year,
since [ have been ealled to veside with them. | hope that the Lerd
will vet visit this people, and that his name may he greatly glorified
in the conversion ol ronls,
od0 MACK,

Moyavion Missionary.

Grovar Durier, Fsq.,
Clerolce Aginl.,

Panx i, Joly 26, 1855,

Duar Sie: o reply to your request of the 25th instant, 1 say that,
as secrelary of the Cherokee Eiducational Association. 1 cannot furnish
you with the information you desire in velation to *- the condition of
the clucational interest in the Cherokee nation.”” for the reason that
so little is elicited from the eommmon <chool teachers, a few valunble
instances excepted, the more valnable hecause so few, o corvect this
serious deficieney, it seems to me necessavy for fhose who have the
care and supervision of' the common schonts o take especial pains in
the selection of tenchers, even it the conseqaener of so doingr shovld
be rvhe suspension off the schools for a season.  Let eficient tenchers
from the old States be procured, even it the salary has to be increased;
and that could be done by liniting the number of xehools iu ench dis-
trict, say to two, there are now three, 1 helieve. It this is done it
will greatly facilitate the education of the youth, and, of course, im-
prove to an invaluable degree the condition of the edueationnl interest
of this nation.

If the expression of the foregoing thoughts dnd suegestions are con-
sidered gratuitous by nuybody, I make them dadly so by turnishing
them for no remuneration.

As to the interest felt by the praple in the cause of education, my
crsonal observation permits me to say that no community exists that
am acqiininted with in which there is a leeper, stronger feeling in

favor of the cause.  All clusses want schools, good schools ; and they
are as capable of apprecinting the quality of the means of education as
any people of the west or southwest, beeause they take a very plnin
rule to guido their judgment and decision, that of good tree, youd fruil.

Submitted in *¢due form.”’
EDWIN ARCHIER,
Grorar Burter, Cherolce Agent,
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No. 53.

‘ Aveust 2, 1855,
S In reply to your letter reccived a fow days since, we send you
th'(e‘rolm.rl of the Cherokee female seminary for ‘the past vear
The lngh'e.:et number of pupils has heen sixty: average attendance
fifty-five.  They have pursted a conrse of study similar to that of
previous yvears, embracing the studies usnally taueht at the higher
reminaries in the United States, ) ' "
1\|'|‘l(' close of the ‘\vintor session a dlass of leelve graduated, being
the first that have finished onr conrse of stndy since the opening of
the scheol, ) ”
n N . .1 H H
Phere has heen marked improvement, bath in deportment and
application to study, during the past year,
Respeetfully,
. PAULINE AVERY,
' . Principal of Cherokee Female Seminnry,
(vorae Buyner, lisq., )
Cherokee Adgent,

No. bi.

. Taurequan, August 10, 1855,

Dean Sm: Your nofe, requesting information in regard to the
educational interests of this nation, was received n fow days since

There is no materinl difterence hetween tho general condition of the
connmon or distiict schools of this year and the last.  About the same
mmber of children has heen in attendance, and studying the .;ume
branches.  Although we have felt, to some extent, the c:nscquélrcus
of lust year's drought, yet still the scarcity of provisions has not
alfected seriously the operations of our school.

On the 16th of last March woe had the gratification of sceing a lnrgo
number of those we had often visited in tire common sehools tuke their
places in our seminaries for a four years’ courso. Others are still on
the way, who will knack tor admission next spring.

We have now in our employ twelve feachers of our own nation
most of whom are graduates of our institutions. They are far botter
«‘l‘uuhﬂvd for the task than those obtained in former. years from the

borders,” By next year I betieve that we can supply our schools
with teachers of onr own.

"The only difticulty that wo have had to contend with Is the searcity
of books, as our yearly sup?ly has been on the Arkansas river since
last October, 'To ramedy the evil as far as Poséible, books have been
o hope to got ours some

purchased in the country at high prices, ¥
tlm:) this coming winter.
Not only is the causo of cducation commanding an unusual degreo

*

of intercst, but I find—aftor visiting every portion of the country
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twice since since my Inst report—that the people are bhecoming more
industrious, enterprising, and moral,

Phe day is past, and 1 hope forever, when an Indian of’ this tribe
will stand with folded arms and expect to be fed from some imaginary
publie fitnd.

With my best wishes for your wellare und prosperity, [ remain,
very respectfully,

I1. . REESE,
Superintendent Conmeone Schaol, Cherokee Nation,

Colonel Gro. Buruer,
Agent jor Cherokecs.

MLk SEMINARY,
(thevolve Neation, Aognst 11 1855,

S In oreply to your aote of Jduly 21, asking a “report as to the
condition of the Male Seminary,” 1 lave to stafe, that the number
of pupils with which the lust session closeal is 46, including three
vesident graduates, a_larger number, 1 think, than was reported the
preceding year,  In Februury last, n cluss of five was regulaely grad-
wated at the institution, being the remains of the class with which
the seminary opened in 1851, and the first that has completed the tour
years’ conrse.  In Mareh last, the beginning of owr academieal year,
a new class off 23 was ndmitted.  There are now of under griduntes
in the first class B, in the seeond elnss 6, in the third class 11, and in
the fourth cliss 21, The classes have been thinned out more or less
every term, by expulsion and voluntary withdrawals from the institu-
tion, It is'lmpc(\ that these eases will hecome more and more rare,
The following is o list of the studies pursued by the various classed
during the past session:

Resident (raduates,—Latin, Virgil; Greek, Xenophon’s Anabasis,

Fiyst Class—Geometry; Lating, Cresar; Intelleetunl Philosophy;
Rhetorie, Newman's,

Second Class.—TLatin, Arnold; Geometry; Natiral Philosophy.

Phird Class.—BElements of History, Worcester; Algebra; Cutter's
Physiology ; Book-keeping; Latin commenced.

Fowrtli Class,—Green’s Analysis of the English Language; (reen-
leaf’s Arithmetic; Mitchell’s Geograpliy ; Reading; Russel’s locu-
tion; Penmanship.

Daily exercises have heen had in declamation, and frequent exer-
cises in English comjosition.

During the past year, the inatitition has been in charge of three
teachers, all graduates of eastern colleges. .

Yours, respectfully

Geonrek Burier, Esq., Cherokee Ayent.

0. 8. WOODFORD, Principal. !
)

CONMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

No, &b,
(reek Aoesey, clugest 24, 1855,

S 1 have the honor to submit for your consideration the follow-
ing as a report ot the condition and affairs of the people committed
to my charge, us the ngent of the general government,

The Creeks still adhere to their primitive form of government, of
doing all their business throngh their chiefs; this form, with some
chanes, is well adapted to their wants and capacity for sclf-govern-
ment 3 they are not yet sufliciently advanced as o nation in civiliza-
tion to comprehend a more intricate torm ot government.  The prin-
cipal chicts are honest and intelligent men, and are excrfing their
intluence to have a code of laws enacted snitable to the wants of the
people; they have recently made a partial change in their laws; a
freasuver has bheen appointed for the nation, and the number of the
chiefs reduced two hundred.  This yet leaves five hundred, a very
large surplus, and the eftect of it tends to prevent harmony and
dispateh of business in their couneils, and greatly reduces the amount
of the common fund to be paid to the great mass of the Indians,
This is doing great injustice to them, and they begin to perecive it
amd complain, which has already produced a reaction in their favor
in public sentiment ; and as the Creeks arve rapidly advancing in
moral culture and the seience of government, 1 think in a few years
a simple and cconomical government can he established, which will
do justice to all parties, and in every way he requisite to their wants.

The last year was not only remarkable in llhc Creek nation but
throughout {he whole southwestern frontier for an excessive dronght,
which, in many sections of the country, entively destroyed the erops
the drought this year has heen very extensive in this nation, but the
Creeks, by their industry and the fertility of their soil, will, I think,
make a sufliciency ot hreadstufls for their own consmmption. .

I have stimulated {he Creeks-in their laudable ambition to excel
other tribes in the cultivation of the soil and the raising of stock, by
sefting forth the independent position of the farmer over all other
professions ; for while all other professions are dependent upon the
farmers, they are dependent upan nothing but their own honest lnhor
and the blessings of God, for it it rdins and they work they will reap
an abundant harvest.  They have a fine country ; it is not only woll
adapted to the cultivation of corn, cats, potatoes, wheat, tobacco, &e.,
bat their extensive prairies afford them inexhaustible range for stock ;
this gives them an advauntage which they did not possess to the same
extent hefore their removal to the west, nnd all that is necessary to
make them u prosperous nnd a happy people, with the benign
influence that t\le government of thoe hniiécl States is exerting in
regard to their educntion, is to avail themsolves of the advantage that
nature has placed in their hands, in the enltivation of the soil and
the raiging of stoclk,

The Creeks were much gratified thiat the government of the United
States responded favorably to their request in regard to the payment
of the $350,000 for lost and abandoned property incidental to their
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removal to this country ; they reccived the money at a very pro.
vitious time, owing to the almost entire fuihrre of the ast year's eropy
I consequence of’ the exeessive dronght ; many were in‘a very destitnte
condition, and but for the timely relief nfforded then by the payment
of the money, many would have stavved @ the payment ol this fund
not only saved o large number from absolnte starvation, hut wiij
prevent the futnre discord and eontention that wonld have arose in
making the payment to the whole nation, as was required hy the
treaty of 1838, instead of paying it to those who had actually sus-
tained the loss,  The claimants of the fuud contended, with every
show of justice, that, as the property lost by them was the basis upoy
which the government acted in allowing ‘the &350,000, aml as tho
interest had always been paild to them, they were alone entitled to the
principal.

The delegation lately at Washington, as well as the people of the
nation, were much disappointed with the little suecess those represen-
tatives of the nation met with in their endeavors to obtain compensa-
tion for near nine millions of acres of land, tuken from them by the
treaty of Iort Jackson, for which they say, and | douht not truly,
that they have never received one doltlar of compensation.  In support
of their position, they huve the endorsement off Colonel Lea. late
Commissioner of Imdinn Affudrs, in a letter addressed to the Hon, R,
W. Johnsen, dated Jannary 17, 1853, he says, “lor these lands,
taken from the friendly Crecks, the friends and allies of the United
States, by a compulsory treaty, uot a dollar of compensation has ever
been made, nearly nine millions of acres of land were thus obtained
without payment then or afterwards.””  In the same letter he says,
“theease is simply this, that a great government at the closo of a
war waged against her and her allies, who had fought bravely in
every battle by the side of her own troops, forces those allics to make
a treaty, by which, in order to cut them off from a foreign country,
she takes from them nearly nine millions of acres of land, they elaim-
ing compensation for it, and signing the treaty with protestations
against its injustice, and yet for this land they have never received o
dollap,””  The Creeks find it diflicult to understand upon what prétext
their claims can now bo resisted, the tréaty was invalid, as to them,
from the beginnifig. It was a question of foree, not of consent ; their
protest accompanied it, and now forms part of the public records of
the country, and from these records they have drawn almost the whole
of the proofs upon which they rely to sustain thelr demand; they
show that General Jackson was only instrueted to-retatn so much of
the conguered country as would pay the expenses of' the war, and the
depredations of the hostile Indians.  The expenses of the war did not
exceed, at the utmost, $3,600,000, while the depredations were less
than §500,000; this would nike the wholo indemnity, which ho was
instructed to obtain, about 4,000,000 from the lands taken by lhim;
the treasury has alveady realized $11,850,947, 98, while there still
remains unsold more than six millions of seres of the territory ceded
by the Creeks.  This statement is not made to prove that'the govern-
ment were not authorized to take the amount of land they did from
the hostile Crecks to indemnity her for the expenses of the war, but
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to show that the amount taken from the hostile Crecks alone was
thrice the amount necessary to indempify the United States, and that
it wis unjust to take, in adbilition to this, near nine millions of’ aeres
from their tricnds and allies; who had, in every battle, thught side by
gide with her own troops, without the pretence of right, and solely
for political considerations.  No vetleetions are intended to be cast upon
the memory of General Jackson, who mnde the treaty. Ttis frue that
he foread thivty-five friendly and one hostile chief to sign the treaty
against their solemn protest. e did so from the fiet that he hon-
estly though it hest for the triendly Creeks to plice between them and
the hostile Indinns in Florida and Alabana astrip of country, so as
to prevent any communication or concert of action on the \mrl ol the
hostiles to enable them to disturb the citizens of the United States, or
the friendly Crecks 3 s the fiet of his Jeavine the treaty open, by
his sullering their protest to accampany it is conelusive that, though he
considered it the poliey of the United Stades to take the land above
mentioned, yet he believed it right that they should have compensa-
tion for it, and, as hie was not nuthorized to compensats thewm for the
land taken, hie was unwilling to deprive them of the right of bringing
theiv claims before the government for settlement,

The merit of it depends upon whether a payment has ever been
mades the records of the eountry show that the laml was undeniably
theirs, and it is the duty of the government to establish the faet that
the land was paid for, or pay the Indians what it is worth, It there
is no recorded evidence of the payment, it is a fair presumption that
no payment has ever been made.  The Creeks trust that there is no
impropriety in expressing the hope that the department, as the guar-
dian of the rights and interests of the Indians, will find it in its
power nt an early perind to examine this elaim, and, it found to be
Just, to see it paid,

By the communieation of' the department of the 25th May last, 1
was informed that the proposition of the soutliern Comanches to make
a treaty with the government of the United States had been consid-
ered, and meets with the approbation of' the department 5 and, in
accordance with my instruetions, I have made known this fuct to the
Creck anthorities, with a request that they wonld communicate with
the Comanches npon the subject, which they promised to do, In a

conversation with Tuckabatehe Miceo, one of the principal chiefs of

the nation, he informed me fhat the Comanches, at a council held on
the western horders of the Creek nation last spring, said fo him that
game was becoming searce in their conntry, which is their only do-
endence for a support, and that they were anxious to quit their rov-
g and unsettled way of living, and imitate the example ot the
Creeks, who are becoming prosperous and happy since they abandoned
the chase and attendeil to the cultivation of theiv farms aud the riis-
ing of stock ; and as they regarded the Creeks as their friends, they
wish a country on the western borders of the Creek nation.  The
poliey indicated is 0 wiso one, because it is certainly bath humane
and good poliey to embrace the opportunity offered of civilizing this
wild and troublesome tribe, It a treaty can be consummaded it will
tend to exert o happy influence upon other wild tribes in their
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vicinity ; and in this connexion [ will state that & chief of one of the
bands of the Keechies, an erratic tribe of Indinng ot the prairies,
lately visited me, and requested me to inforin the government that
his people were in a very destitute condition, amd were anxions to
come to some understanding with the government by which they
might obfain some agricultural implements, ag they were ansious to
turn their attention to furming ; the condition of these people excited
my sympathy, and I earnestly hope that the govermnent may he
enabled to aftord them some relief.

[ was instrueted hy the fetter of the Superintendent of Indian A fiirs,
of Augnst 15, 1851, to inquire into and investigate certain charges
brought by the Creek delegation in their letfer of May 25, 1851, to
the Commissioner of Indian Afdairs, in rvelation to the unfortunate
character of the relitions existing hetween them and the Seminole
Indinns, By the treaty ot 1845, thie Creeks consented that the Seini-
noles should have a bome in their country, provided they became a
contponent part thereofy subject to the control of the Creck conneil,
and with no distinetion between the two tribes, except in the manage-
ment of their peenniary aflnirs, The Seminoles consented to these
conditions; and a home was assigned them in the Creck nation, where
they have rvesided ever since.  After investigating the charges made
by the Creek delegatiom, | have come to the conclusion that they were
fully anthorvized in muking the charges contained in their letfer of
May 25,1854, and that it wax proper that the subjeet shonld have
been heen hrought to the notive of the department.  The Seminoles
have ntterly failed to comply with the conditions of the freaty, and
claim to be independent of the Crecks, and refuse to be governed by
their couneil ; they have entively disregavded the (reck law against
the introduction of liquors into the country; they ave ahmost exelu-
sively the ones who bring lquer in the comntry, n portion of which
they dispose of to the Creeks; this has exerted a very bad influence
over many of the Crecks, not_only in making them dissipated, but
in causing them to disregard their own lnws upon the suliject of intro-
ducing liquor into the nation, beeause they conchule it the Seminoles
bring it into the country with impunity they have the same right.

The Creeks have subitted to the violntion of their laws because
they are naturally n peaceful people, aud dislike to have a dificulty
with a people who were originally Creeks, and because they are nnx-
ions to unite them again as one people; but the wreat lapse of time
since the separation of the Seminoles trom the Creeks has so estranged
them that now there is no probability of theiv ever uniting with the
Creeks and living harmonionsly together.  The Iatter are wware of
this, and are anxions to rid themselves of them, unless the United
States would unse its authority in the entoreement of the tidely; the
Crecks say that if this is not done at a proper time they will take the
remedy in theiv own hands.  In a conversation with Jolin Jumper,
the principal chief of the Seminoles, on this subjeet, he informed me
that the Seminoles had been deceived by the govermment of the United
States in regared to the selection of a country west of the Mississippi.
Hesays that they were prowmised, hefore they left Florvida, that it' they
would remove to the west a country would he given them of their
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where they could make and enforce their own laws, but instead,
that now they have no m']mlr_v of t.hen' own, !11!(1 were ‘(rnn{poll:'(‘l' to(;
give up their nationality for the privilege of .\nmg in t n(i-_ (IO‘:}P ry A
the Creeks; that he is altogether n])'pnscd' to the treaty o 843, I“"'
desives that the government will give his peaple a country ol t nolu:
own, 1 wonll rvespeetfilly suggest, that in view of the unfriendly
relations hetween the Crecks and Seminoies, sonething shu'uld h'(hg.lfm‘e
to pacity them,  T'he present state of affuirs cannot remain; dl uul—
ties will undoubtedly oceur; the Seminoles ought either to be wde
independent of the Creeks, by bc-ing.rcnm\'od to scpm'ut'e ('t"ml‘l::} , ‘I):
be compelled to observe all the requirements of the treaty of lh: 5. i
is certainly wrong for them to he allow ed to receive the hone’ﬁ‘!s n? t x(:
treaty, and disregard such portions as do not suit them. lhup(-ncti
and harmony of this whole froutier require that this question shoul
ceeive prompt attention, . .
“(l(;:l"m'llmuinln has reached the Creek nation that there is a probability
of the military post at Fort Gibson being abandoned 5 it this be true,
it will he much regretted by the Creeks, and ]‘wnulcl"1‘cspcotmlly )‘c-
mark, that the removal of the troops from IFort Gibson wnu\'d e
untortuncte, as their presence is calenlated to provont'hl'rtlm}ﬂ(llstur-
banees among the adjacent tribes; the post is situated nnmcdmto!y on
the dividing line hetween the Crecks and ‘(_!hm'nk(‘os, hetween w hm’n
treatios of nmity exist, but the presence of the tioops tends to mako
the oblications ‘entered into more binding, A lmhtn'ry foree in this
vicinity is absolutely necessary to facilitate the exeeution of the laws
of the United States, by affording proper and necessary n:ss.!stn,nce_ to
the agents of the government in the (hs.clmrgq of their official dutics;
without their presence and assistance it \\'()l.l]d l)e.lm'pnss'lm.c tor t.h'e
ngents to enforce the intercourse lnws. Besides viewing it in a 1}11}1-
tary point of view, it may bo considered the key to the whole of’ the
Indian country west of Avkansas, which is very great, as trom that
point. troops may be sent immediately to any ]}all‘t of t!m lndm}\ coun-
try; and should it he necessary to protect Hu,: Crecks, Cherokees, Choo-
taws, and Chickasaws, (who are civilized,) from the encroachments ot
the praivie Indinns, in cmli'on?ity with treaty stipulations, theiv pre-
sence would be very important,

Iiducation is bcc(')minlg a sithject of deep interest to the Creeks; they
properly appreciate tho necessity of educating the rising generation,
with the view of rescuing them from the superstition ot their m'tl‘lerff,
and prepaving them for the more usclul occupations of lite. “There
are two manual labor schools in the nation, one (39111103!(051 with the
Methadist, and tho other with the Presbyterian bodrd of missions; the
gentlemen at the head of each are mora ,x}ml n'ltelh.gent- men, aod %}1
evory way qualificd to dischargo -the duties of their respective posi-
tions—a trust of great rvesponsibility, 'Fhey each have under their
chargo cighty pupils, who are selected from different portions of the
nation, who aro tanght most of the Inglish branches, the scienco-of
agri(‘.uihlro; and the principles of morality and .eligion, instilled
into them when thoy are young, are not forgotten when they return
to their homes, and oxert a happy influence upon those who have not
been so fortunate, There are twelve neighborhood schools, which

own,
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were located by the chiefs in the towns most populons and able to
sustain them.  The cause has been somewhat retarded by the want of
eomtortable school houses, but this diftiecnlty will soon he remedied, ag
I have reeently had two new school houses eveeted and several repaired,
and bave contracted to have built three more, which will be completed
in a short time; and in conexion with this subjeet T will remark,
that finding the temporary ageney building crected by my predecessor,
Colonel Rueford, insullicient, 1 have entered into contract for the
building of a good and substantinl Louse, which is now in eowrse of
ercction and will be shortly completed.  The teachers of the neigh-
borhooil schools are of such a character as to exert a zood influence
over the pupils under their charge and the people of the neighborhood
in which the schools ave located.  Near five hundred c¢hildven ako
receiving instruction at the several schools in the nation, many of
whom are making rapid progress, which will place the rising venera-
tion greatly in advance of the present in all that constitutes a moral
and intelligent people.

When at Washington city last year, with the Creek delegation, T,
at their instance, made an application {o the department for a sum
suflicient to defray the exponse of the edueation and maintenance of
fonr Creek youths, to be edueated at some of the higher institutions
of learning within the States, which was acceded to; and the sum of
sixteen hundred dollars per annum allowed for the purpose, from the
school tund. "The youths were selected by the councily one, at tho
desire of his parents, was sent to Centre college, at Danville. Ken-
tucky, and the remainder weve senf to the Avkansas college, nt Fay-
ctteville, Arkansas, | have received notice from the principal of' the
Jast named institution that the youths are making snitable proficiency
in their studies, though 1 have not rveceived, as vet, any detailel
report proper to be transmitted with these papers.  For further infor-
mation in regard to the schools, L respectiully refer you to the reports
of the teachers, herewith accompanying.

I am, sir, very rvespeetfully, your obedient servant,
W. I, GARRETT,
United States Agent for Crecks.
C. W. Deay, Iisq.,
Superintendent Indian Affuirs.

No. bY.

Creex Misrier, September 1, 1855,

Sirk: With pleasure T report to you the state of the work under my
charge in the Creek nation,  The Methodist Episcopnl Church South
has one school and three missions, served by three white men and threo
native men.  The school, in my opinion, is doing well. I liope, how-
ever, you will call at the school before long and see tor yowrselt.

The missions are in a prosperous condition,  Our congregations are
large and atientive. No people to whomn I have tried to preach for
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the last twenty years behave better than the Crecks.  We have be-
tween seven and cight lindred churel manbers. T am now trying
to have a small hymn-book printed in the Creek langunge that we
have transiated. . o

There were some steps taken Ly the different dunm.nnmtmns'lusxt
fall 1o have some portions of the seriptares translated into the reck
language.  Mr, Tamghridge has (-,unun('n(f(1 and has translated tho
twelve chapters of Matthew, but T am sorry to say thai they do not
first appear to give satistaction to the different denominations. In
fact, 1 t‘li‘llk it will be very diflicnlt, it not impossihle, to make & cor-
rect transkition of the seriptures into the Creck tongue,

The Creeks are evidently making great improvement in civilization
and religion,

Youwrs, truly,

THOMAS W. MITCHELL, . E.

Colonel W, H, Ganeerr,
United States dgent for the Creeks.,

No. H8,

Arkaxsas Connear, Seplember' 8, 1855,

Dear Sz Your favor of May 18th last, vequesting me to furnish
you a report of the progress of the Creek youths kept at this institu-
tion by funds appropriated to’ that purpose by the government of' the
United States, was duly received, and 1 proceed to comply with your
reguest, . ‘

On the 224 February, 1854, Richard Carr, Eli Danley, and Lyman
Moore, all of the Creek nation, were matrienlated as regular stiudents
of Arkansas College, in the Tnglish department thereof; and on the
19th Maveh following David Yargee was in like manner received.
We were very fortunate in sceuring a comfortable place for them to
board.  Columbus Jackson, esq., ot this place, residing within a tew
hundred yards of the college, lias afforded them comfortable quarters.
e, with his Christian lady, has done all in his power to remler theso
youths contented and happy, and we have every reason {o helieve that
iheir efforts have not been unavailing.  We ave of opinion that in
being thus sitnated in a private family their address, ease, and grace-
fulness in company, together with a knowledge of our habits and
manners, \\'ouh{ be improved, and thus one great eml'nt th(:n' cduca-
tion he gained.  For their board we pay 82 per week, including wash-
ing, fuel, and all necessary accommadations, except lights,

They are provided, o my order, with everything needed, such as
clothing, hooks, stationery, &c., by Mdssrs. Stirman and Dickson, of
this place. Nothing is procured by these young men but by my
special directions, and thus habits of expense and djsso]utuncss are
guarded against. I am happy to say that, up to this time, not the
least disposition has been manifested, on their part, to indulge in ha-
bits of extravagance. All that can contribute to their comfort and
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respeetability, in their appropriate sphere of life, shall be afforded
them, but no more.

The estimate [ made and sent you in a former commnnicafion, of
8225 per session of ten months for each of them, is suflicient to defray
their expenses while in this college. ’

Since they have entered, reading, writing, arithmetie, English

grammar, with exercises in declamation and composition, have en-
gaged their attention.  Finding that hefore they could proceed with
wofit to the aequisition of a eclassical cducation they shiould be well
instructed in the elements of our vernacular, and those rudiinents too
often neglected in owr schools and colleges, we devoted very special
attention to these preparatory studies. It is pleasing to state that in
these their progress hag merited all praise. At the annual examina-
tion, in July last, they veceived honors in some of these classes tor
theiv proficiency. I may only observe, as an instance ot their pro-
gress, that while on their arvival here they could barely perform oper-
ations in the fowr ground viles of avithmetic, they ave now competent
to work questions in denominate nimbers, and have mastered the
rules and priveiples of valgar fractions. During the summer vacation
they have, except Mr. Yargee, remained bere, and have recited one
Tesson daily to a profossor in the eollege. This has subjected them to
the small additional expense of §5 a picce for the instruction of two
months,  In coneluding this topic I must be permitted to say that |
have never seen young men manifest more industry, attention to the
wishes of their instructors; and a determined resolution to excel.

Their conduct is nnexceptionable in all their intercourse with their
fellow students; they are agreeable, and have gained the universal
good will of all their companions,  To the professors they are respeet-
ful and obedient,  Indeed, in the montlily reports made by the teach-
ers to me, in a seale of seven for conduct, proficiency, and attention,
these hoys have ranged fiom five to seven; they have thus won the
confidence and esteent of every one comected with this school.

While this college is under the conirol of no denomination of Chris-
tians, and altogether free from any sectarian influence, we are careful
to instil into the minds and hearts of owr pupils the great prineiples
of the Bible, and to enforce the practice of Christian virtue by the mo-
tives and arguments addressed to us by heavenly juspived apostles awl
prophets.  In the village arve several churches, at any of which it is
thebr privilege to attend.  In June last, Mr. Danley was haptized and
united himselt to the Christian congregation in this place,

On Monday last the college opened for anather session of ten months,
all are here and have enteved npon their respective duties. 1 wonld
respectfully suggest that the sum of sixteen hundred dollars, appro-
priated for the education of these hoys, is more than enongh,  Ifor
this sum we ean mainfain six or seven yvouths here, say six, and then
have means to spare tor any unforsecen emergeney, such as sickness,
&c. I, therefore, it shouid meet the views of those who control this
matter, we would be pleased to receive the two additional scholars, and
to do all in our power for their advancement,  Phere is not, probably,
any place where more advantages and tacilities for their comfort are
combined and offeved at a cost less than here,
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T am pleased to say, in conclusion, that all these young men are in
excellent hiealth and lose no time from any indisposition.
[ have the honor to be, respected sir, your obedient servant,
ROBERT GRAHAM,
DPrestdend Avkansas College,
Hon, W, H. GGArrerr,
United States Agent for Creeks.

No. 59.

Coxenawry, Cneex Natiox, July 30, 1853,

Sir: In compliance with your request, I submit the following as
my annual report of the government day school located at this place.
The session commenced on the first Monday in September last, and
closed on the 25th instant,  The session has been one of much im-
provement in all the branches which the scholars have studicd. Tho
studies were spelling, reading, writing, defining, arithmetie, nm‘l weo-
graphy, text books, Bible, MeGufty’s Fivst, Second, 'l‘]n_l;«l‘_ﬂml l"uur‘th
Readers, “Smith's Comuon School Geography,” and ¢ Ticknor’s Co-
tumbian Caleulator:”’ besides the books of' the day sehool, we have
Bible histories, catechisms, and other religious books, used on the
Sundav school oceasions.. It affords us great pleasure to he able to
state, that much interest is taken by all' in support of the cause, and
every endeavor is nseit by the parvents and friends of children to instil
into them a lawdable spivit of emulation, which is of great importance;
and I am also pleased to say, that in every instance 1 have found the
capacities of the children fully equal to these of the white children,
similarly situated.

The missionaries of different denominations, ns you are aware, have
een Laboring among the Crecks for several years, and most of’ them
have reared up respeetable churehes, and are doing great good to the
nation, )

Phe canse of temperance.—'There has been something done towards
the organization of the National Temperance Svciety, but for tl!o Iack
of an increased interest taken by the peapte, and unanimity of mind
to promote the great cause, the society is not as rrospormls us .migl\lt
have been expected.  'We have reason to hope that by yonr aid and
influence the Crecks will, in a few years, be edneated, civilized, and
become az prosperous as any people in the known world.

With great respuet, your humble servant, N
DANIEL B. ASPBERRY.

Colonel W. H. Garkerr,
U. S. Agent for the Crecks.
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No. 60.

Herenroy Senoon, August 1, 1855,

Qu: [ have the honor to submit to vou the following report of the
Hitehoty sehool under my charge; the fivst session apened Jamary 1,
and closed July 138, 1855,

1 have hal a full school, mast of the tine from 25 to 30 in attend-
ance. 'hey were nearly all new beginuers.

Phe intereat the parents have taken in edncation; and the progress
of the children in their studies during the session, their progress, und
prompt ohedience, and attention, have heen a souree of mnch greatiti-
cation and éncouragement.

Their studies during the ression, were the alphabet, spelling, read-
ing, nnd writing,

The progress of many of the seholars during the term was ered-
itable.

Yours, respeetfully,
o JAMES AL PATTERSON,

Colonel Wu, I, Gaxnerr, U, S, Indiun Aqgend.

No. 61,
Caniaw, Creek NaToox, Avgust 3, 1855,
Dran Sie: Your office as agent for the Creeks requives that 1should
furnish you with the report of the government day school located et
this place, and in my charge.  The xecond session of this school com-
menced Septemiber 1, 1854, and closed August 3, 1555, having heen
in session over ten months, during which time it is gratifying to say
that the scholars and myself iave had gooid health, for which we are
thankful to the giver of all good.  The whole number of scholars,
regular and irregular, in attendance was thirty-cight; the number in
regulur attendance was thirteen; the branches tanght were reading,
writing, arithmetic, and history. "Phe scholars who attended regu-
larly have advanced as well as could be expected. On the day of our
examination the scholars gave entire satistaction. T'he eause of relig-
ion and civilization is making some advancement among the natives.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
MORRIS R. MITCHELLL.
Col. Gaeerrr, United Stales dyend for the Creeks.

0 Nn. 64 .
Crerk Aarxey, August 6, 1855,
Six: T have the honor to submit to you the following veport of’ the

vovernment neighborhood school, located in l'allassa town, Little
iver,

¢ ——————————————. ~ !

<
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The first session of the school commenced February 10, and closed
on the last of June, 1855,

Phe studies during the session were the alphabet, spelling, reading,
and writing.  The progress of many of the scholars during the term
was creditable. The number of scholars under my charge is 22 to 25,

The people of this neighbarhond manifest a arveat desire to have
their children educated.

Phis is the first schaol ever loeated in this portion of the nation,
consequently the children were compelled to commence in their letiers,

[ have no doubt: mt that the school at this place will exert a huppy
influence in moralizing and preparing many of the pupils for the
more useful occupations of lite,

J.WLTRIPPE,

Col. W. H. Grenerr,
United Stedes gend for Cyecls,

No, (3.

Crepk Acuxey, Jegust 9, 1855,

Qe The third session of this sehool commenced in September and
closed on the Gth of July last,  The nuumber of the stwlents that at-
terded sehool duving this period was thirty-two; from twenty to
twenty-four atfended shool recularly, and mmade a commendable pro-
gress in their studies,

The following is the list of the classes: 6 reading MeGuffey’s Third
Rewders 4 reading MetGufley's Second Rewdery 6 reading MeGndley’s
First Readers B reading Primer: 5 spelling: 6 learning the alphabet,
and 10 stadying arithmetie, geography, and writing.

Besides the studies mentioned, the pupils in the fivst, seeond, and
third clasves, have memorized several chapters in the New Testament,

Very respecetfully,
ELIZABETH STIDHAM,

Col. W, HL Gannerr,

United States Indian Agend.

No. 6L,

Hiop-nrocco Mowy, COreex NaTiox,
ugust 13, 1854,

Siv: Agreeable to your request, and in complinnce with my duty
as one of the teachers of public schaols tor the Creek nation, I avail
n?'soll' of this opportunity to render a report of the condition of the
school under my charge,

The scheol for the town of Hlob-hloceo, at the commencement for
the present ycar, opened with fifteen pupils; and the number con-
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tinued to inerease up to the close of the first session, which took place
on the sixteenth day of July last, A comforfable school honse has
been ereefed at this plaee by your direction.  'T'he location is appro-
printe and healthy.  ‘The number of pupils under my charge, at the
close of the first session, was thivty-five—thirty-two boys and three
girls, and, with one exception, all natives of the whole blood.  No
one of them having heen to school hefore for any length of time, all of
them are, of course, engaged in the study of the first priuciples of an
Eaglish education,

The great irregularity, however, in their attendance at school mist,
until remedied; always be a_dificulty in the way of the children of
people who ive the Tife that this people do in making any very rapid
advancement with theiv studies, ~ Many of those, however, under my
charge, whose attendance at school has heen comparafively regnlar,
have made tir progress with their studies, and some few have ad-
vaneed rapidly.  The school at this place, situated, as it is, in a be-
nighted region, on the extreme frontier, in the neighborhood of the
range of the trail of the Comanche, promises much usefulness, and
may be said to be ina flourishing condition,  Alveady evident mani-
festations of improvement are discoverable in the gradual ehange of
the rude wilid hoy of the prairvie to the more vefleetive child of civili-
zation,

espeetfully submitted,
Yours, truly,
SAMURL S, HAMILTON, Teacker,

Col. WV, 11 Garnerr.

No. 65,

Aspuny Maxvan Lavor Sciont,
ugust 14, 1855,

Sik: Duty requires that T forward you the regular annual yreport of
the school under my cire. ’

The past has been one of the most trying years we have passed
throngh since my connexion with this institution, this owing mostly
to the great seareity in the conntry caused by the long continued
drought, and the great difliculty in securing many of’ the necessary
supplies for the schonl,  Still the session was one of nsual success, and
also one during which we were favored with more than ordinary geou
health, for which we would acknowledge the kindness and continued
care of a superintending Providence.

The session closed on the §th ultimo, a week carlier than we had
intended, 1t is usually the case for the parvents of the children on the
commencement of the hot weather to want them at home, some for
fear they will get sick, others to have them attend the regular annual
husks, which occur abont “this season of the year, so we judged it
best, under the civeumstances, and to avoid confusion, to let them 3\“
go hume, as we did not like the idea of o regular examination with

o
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our numbers greatly reduced.  The session opened and progressed {o
within a few weeks of the cloge with over the ull complement of pupils
a part of the time.  In the management of the sehivol we have {wo
principal dittienlties to contend with, irregularity iu attendance, and
that of not heing able to vetain the children put info the school the
length of time necessary to really benefit them. "Po suppose an Indinn
boy or girl entering schosl not understanding scarcely a word of
Linglish, all other things heing equal, capable of receiving an educa-
tion in the snme time with one who both understands and speaks the
Linglish already tolerably well is unreasonable, and a thing not to be
expected.  Nor is it, in our opinion, ta bo supposed that the mind of
a people just emerging from amidst the rubbish of ages is as suscepti-
ble of that rapid improvement and of the samo close and continued
application to study as that of those surronnded by other and very
difterent cirenmstances, In n few cases that could he selected {his
might not be so nrparont, but even these only in so fur as they ap-
proach onr standard, and have had like advantages, while the prinei-
ple in its general application will be found true.  But we may pre-
sume that these, as well as other innunierable difficulties we almost
constantly meet with, and that so much hinder the more vapid im-
provement of these people, are all well understaod.

The classes embracing the number of pupils in the schonl ave as
follows: In alphabet, one elass; in primer, two classes; in readers,
nine classes; in spellers and definers, three classes; in arithmetie,
five classes; in pLysiolngy, one class; in geography, two classes;
in Boglish grammar, two classes,

Of the children embraced in the above named elasses there are only
nine that cannot read,  Thirty-eight study arithmetie, cleven study
geography, and the same number English grammar,  Somo thirty
are learning to write; of these a few write and compose tolerably well.

We have regular preaching, Sunday scheol, and Bible elass instrue-
tion on the Mabbatli.  The children ave mostly small, hut few being
over fourteén yearg of age.  We can speak favorably ot the larger
boys and «irvls now in school. )

Owt farmy is in good repair, but in consequence ot the drought our
crop will fall short this year of what it was lust,

The shops have been continued during the year with tolerable sue-
cess. A new frume building has been added to the main building,
thirty-five feet long by twenty wide, two stories high, with five rooms,
to be used as a kitehen and for other purposes.  Our religious pros-
peets are favorable, both in the neighborhood and at the school,

We have a small society at the mission.

Respectfully, yours, &e.,
THOMAS B. RUBLE,
Superintendent,
Colonel W, . (farrurT,
United States Ayent for the Creek Indians.,

10
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No. 66,

Ciwasiry, August 20, 1855,
Sm: In compliance with your instructions T have the honor to

transmit the following report of the schonl given o me in January

last. There have been twenty-three scholars in attendance, whose

proficiency has heen such as to prove that a judicious course of instrue- -

tion is as well yepaid by corresponding improvement on the part of the
pupils ag would he the case in‘the States. o

Phere is want of regularity, however, in the attendance of children;
some of those who commenced with letfers ave in Kay’s third reader,
otliers in the sccond, while five small children of five years are in
spelling of two syllables.  School closed for vacation July 7.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘

) 1. H. CARRUTIL
W. H. Gareerr, U. S. Creele Ageal,

No. 67.

Parranassie MisstoN, Augnst 27, 1855,

Deak &mm: In accordance with the regulation of the departinent, 1
beg leave to submit the following report of the Preshyterian manual
labor school among the Creek Indians.

The session of nine and a half months was closed with a public ex-
aniination, July 26.  The examination was attended hy a respeetable
assemblage of the people, including the first aml second chiefs of the

: nation and the trustees of the school,

"he exercises of the oceasion evinced a steady improvement in most
of the children, and elearly demonstrated the eapability of the Indian
mind to receive a good edneation.

The arvangement of the classes and tho stwdies pursued, during the
past year, were very similar to the year previous,

The number of pupils received into the school during the yeur, was
one hundred and three. Some of these were in school but a short
period; s~ that our number seldom exeeeded eighty, and generally
fell below it. )

This constant changing and irregular attendance we greaily de-
plore, and carnestly recommend that some immediate steps be taken
to remedy the evil.

It is not so greal as formerly, but is still a great drawback to our
usefulness.  We think it can and ought to be corrected.

As usual, the children have been exercised in some useful employ-
ment two or three hours daily.  Our crop, although much affected by
the drought, is much better than last year, If the season continues as
fivorable ns at present, we shall most probably raise some two hundred
bushels of sweet potatoes.  We have erected, during the year, an ex-
cellent grist and saw mill, propelled by horse power, which has done
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good service for the school and has heen a great convenience to the
vicinity,

The number of missionaries in connexion with the school at present
is twelve—four gentlemen and eight ladies—so that when all are in
health we find the great work of feeding, clothing, educaling, and
dirvecting these Indian youth, at all times, in and out of school, com-
paratively an easy and pleasant task.

The health of the clilitren has been very good.  The cases of sick-
ness which dild ocenr generally yielded readily to remedies. It was,
however, our pninful task to part with one of our dearest pupils, a
girl of about fifteen years,  She died of congestion of the brain, after
an illness of only six days.  But her end was peace.

I'or some twa years she had been a consistent member of the Pres-
byterinn church, and was a very exenmiplary Christian,

In addition to my duties here as superintendent, T have preached
monthly at two other places, making it a point, however, to preach
part of every Sabbath at the mission, during the secsion,

A portion of my time has also been spent with my interpreter in
the translation of the gospel of Matthew into the Muskokee langunge;
aml it ix with pleasure Iinform you that thirteen chapters have heen
published and are being cirenlated among the people. It has received
the approbation of the leading men of the several denominations,
The people receive it with avidity, and many of them read it with
considerable cuse. 1 am happy also to report that intemperance
among the people has greatly diminished.  The low state of the
river, preventing navigalion altogether, has doubtless had something
fo do in efteeting this hajipy ehange, but evidently most of the credit
is due to the very eflicient manner in which the present company of
Indian “*light horse”” have exeented the excellent anti-liquor laws of
the nation,

That this good work of reform may continue, that the people may
advance more amd more by all the means in operation, and that they
may speedily become an enlightened Christian nation, shall he the
constant aim and fervent prayer of

Yours, most respeetfully, oL ‘
R. M. LOUGHRIDGIE,
Superintendent.
Col, Winiram I, Garnerr,
United States Agent,

No. 68,

Owv Acexey, Auqust 28, 1855.

Sir: In compliance with your request, I submit the following re-
port of the school under my charge:

J commenced this school at the Old Agency the 21st of September,
with soven scholars, and continued until the 23d of December, with
an attendance of from five to ten pupils. Of these, six were reading
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in the New Testament, Kay's Third Reader, and arvithmetie, as far
as multiplication. nnd the remaining e were spelling in words of
two sylablex,  Owing to the small munber off pupils in atiendance
at the Ol Ageney, the sehool was fransterved at the elose of the year
to Uchee town,

Through delays in linishing the schoof house at Uchee town, [ was
unable to commence antil the 26th of Maveh, when T hegan with
twenty-seven children, only one of whom kuew a letter, or conld speak
a word ol Inglish, ,

The attendance through the session was from twelve to seventeen,
The school would have been larger had it not been for the great sufter-
iu;).z ationg the people from the searcity of tood. )

I'he people scem o be highly interested in the school, and the chiefs
did all in their power to assist mne.

Very respectfully,
M. J. LEWIS.
Col. Wy, H. Garnerr,
Crecls dyent,

Na, 69,

Trerapareny, Soplember 1, 1855,

Dear S The government sehool at this place closed July 13
with twenty-four seliolars. During the year T have made special
effort to scenre noregular attendanee, as our suceess in teaching very
much depends on this,  The parents do not wrge their ehildren to
attend vegularly; but a few years sinee the people were without
schools, consequently getting o gond attendance must be the work of
the teacher for some time to come. During the year there were
classes in arithmetie, geography. grammar, and history.  As 1 in-
formed yon last year, we are much hindered in teaching because the
scholars do vt understand Fnglish, and I am assured it should be
required of the pupils to speak English,  'Phe session has leen a
very quict and orderly one, sl in their studies commendable progress
has been mnde,

T'he leading men around the school have, from the establishment of
it, shown their interest by vixiting the sehool and urging the parents
to sendl and kéep their children in school, and with their aid a good
attendance will he secured.  The scholurs give assurance that the
school will be of lasting benefit to them, fitting them for nseful
situntions among the people, with cultivated manners.  'Fhough we
do not have them in school as long as we desire, we sce that those
who have spent some time with us are more useful in the nation than
they otherwise would be.  There is suflicient interest in the school to
cause the scholars and teacher to desive its re-opening before tho
vacation closes,

I rejoice that knowledge, by means of the schools, is spreading and
the means that can bo used are demanded for schools.  While con-
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nected with the schools, if possible, mannal labor and trades should
be attended to,  There is abundant cause for encouragement.  That
cducation has not been suceessfal amony Indians is very frue in somo
cases. The Bible, the highest source of knowledge, the beacon-light
of' intelligence, has heen disregarded, or taught without interest in its
great truths. Tt isthis book which opens the fountains of knowledge,
where the sonl ean satisty the ardent desires, the burning thirst, and
know the only sure puth of life,
. The schools now established are doing much to clevate this peoplo,
If the blessing of God, the giver of all good, is sought, they will
meet the expectations of all these who arve the frue friends of the
people, and clevate this nation to a standing equal to any in the most
favored lands, _
Yours, respectfully,
A. L. TIAY.
Colonel W, II. Garrerr.

No. 70.

Creek Aauxey, C. N., September 5, 1855.

Sin: In accordance with your instructions, T have the honor to sub-
mit a report of the condition and progress, during the first session of
the present year, in the government neighborhood school, located near
Deep Fork ‘I'aleva Thlocco town,

T‘IU schonl opened on the 15th of February, and closed on the 20th
of June,  There had heen no sehool previously, in this portion of the
nation, the present heing one of the new schools located in January
last, consequently the scholars all commeneed in the alphabet. The
studies of the session were the alphabet, spelling, and reading. Dur-
ing the term, twenty-seven scholars attended, though some of them
very irregulorly 5 seven of the number were arranged into a separate
clasy in the First Reader ; all the others made more or less progress
in spelling,

We labored under some disadvantages, being under the necessity of
occupying n mecting house, which was very unsuitable and very un-
comforfable. 1 hope, however, that the school house, which is under
contract, will he completed in a short time. Some of the peoplo of
this neighborhond manifest u lively interest in support of the schos)
and in educating their children ; while others, I am sorry to say, ap-
peav indifferent,

Yours, respeetfully,
W. H. ALLEN.

Colonel W, . (ARRETT,
U. S. Ageni.

g




078090049d

160 REPORT OF THE

No. T1.

Hirrenee, Sepfembers 13, 1855,

Sz The school under my charge, fiom the Ist of September vatil
January, was attended by twenty-five scholars,  This was the average,
the number on my books being thirty,  From January until July the
number has deereased 5 not from less fnterest on the part of the Indian
community, bui from changing of loeation and minor canses,

"Phat which encouraged me to view favorably the state of the school
is, although recciving no new scholars during the year, most of them
aro permanent ; and it is visible that their apprecintion of the value
of time, knowledge, order, and industry is ineveaxed, and their deport-
ment and attainments would convinee a skeptic of the utility of giving
the uncultivated tuition,

We decm it important to make our work thorough, sending themn
forth with fixed principles to guide them through theiv way in lite
and condiee to their happiness.  "Pheir cultivation must be ol high
tone to cau~ them o diffuse influences desirable. We <ee these tribes
Just awaking from the shamber of havbharisim awd on the deeline, it is
true s but did they once start in the race onward and upward, like
other nations who have emerged from darkness) elements are heve as
marked, distinguished, and dignified,

MARY BROWN,

Col. W. 11, Garrerr.

Crsera, Creek NATION,
Septembier 15, 1855.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following as o veport of the
school under my charge at this place, )

The first session commenced early in Mareh, and continued in oper-
ation till the 26th of July. 'I'he sccond session will commence oun the
17th instant.  'The usual attendance of scholars, during the first ses-
sion, was twenty-five; but only cighteen of this number attended
regularly to their studies during the session, and made considerable
improvement in their studies. Owing to parents residing some dis-
tance from this scttlement, and the removal of some to new homes,
the tendency was to render my school small, and mostly of small
children, from ten to fourteen years of age.

The irregular attendance of some of my pupils is solely attributable
to parents, who do not send_them regularly. Believing it wonld be
advantageous to my school, I am about taking charge of two, or more,
children that speak the Knglish langunge, as exemplars to the rest.
The youths do not like to speak the English language unless com-
peiled by the teacher,

Teachers who do not understand the Creek have many difliculties
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to cncounter in theiv efforts to educate Creck children ; but by their
daily intercourse with them they learn to speak the English language
out of hooks in which they are daily taucht. I bhelieve the education
of the Ureek youths can he efleeted by perseverance.

The health of my settlement continnes yoad ujp to date,

1 am, siv, very respecttidty, vour friend,
THOS. C. CARR.
Col, WL H, Gargerr,
Crecl gent,

No. 73.

Cuocraw AcExcy,
Iort Towson, August 28, 1855,

Siz: The past has been a year of great trial and hardship to the
Cheetaws,  T'wo successive years of drought left them almost desti-
tute of corn ov other hreadstufly, and the continuous low stage of water
in the Arkansas and Red rivers precluded the possibility of relieving
their wants by the importation of grain, Indeed, such has been the
searcity of” groceries and provisions -of every kind, that even those
whose means were amplo, and who usually supply their families plen-
tifully, have been wnable to procure the most necessary articles.
Many of the poorer classes of Indians, I learn, were compelled to
resort to the woods and fields for sustenance, living upon the wild
potato.

The hardships they have undergone are not, however, without some
compensating results,  The people have thereby been fully impressed
with the absolute necessity for an increased production among them
of the neeessaries of life, and accordingly, I am informed, planted,
the past spring, an unusual qiantity of corn. _And though in some
neighborhoods the present corn erop is a failure, yet undoubtedly
cuough has been grown in the nation to supply the home deniahd,

We have reason to be thankful that, thonugh pinched by hunger,
the people generally have enjoyed good health, and have been freer
than usual from the baneful effects of intoxication, The bovder grog-
shops, in consequence of low water, have not had their custo