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DrparTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, .
Office Indian Affairs, November 26, 1853,

Ste: I have the honor to submit . general view of the present condi-
tion of our Indian relations, and statement of the operations of this
branch of the public service during the past year,

Referring to the accompanying reports of tie different superintend-
ents, ngents, aud other persons employed for the benefit of the Indians,
for more detailed and specitic information in regard to their present con-
dition and prospects, 1 would remark, that peace and tranquillity have
prevailed generelly among the emigrated and other tribes along the
extensive inner frontiers, from Lake Superior and our northern boun-
dary to ‘Pexas, with whom we have conventional relations and inter-
course of long standing. In regard to those more remote, and more
recently brought under the supervision of the department, fewer oc-
currences of a painful nature have been reported than might have been
anticipated, )

The whole number of Indians within our limits is estimated at
400,000, About 18,000 yet linger in some of the States east of the
Mississippi river—principally in New York, Michigan, and Wisconsin ;
the remminder, consisting of Cherokees, Choctaws, and Seminoles,
being in North Carolina, Mississippi, and Florida.

The numnber in Minnesota, um{ along the frontiers of the western
States to T'exas, comprising mainly emigrated tribes, is estilnated at
110,000 ; thasc of the plains and Rtocky mountains, aud not within any
of our organized territories, at 63,000 ; those in T'exas at 20,000 ; those
in New Mexico at 46,000; those in Californin at 100,000; those in
Utah at 12,000; and those in the Territories ot Oregon and Washing-
ton at 23,000,

The unfortunate and distracting controversy for some time existing
among the Sencca Indians of New Ycrk, in regard to their form of gov-
ernment, scems happily to have terminated; the republican system,
adopted by the majority in 1848, being apparently now aequiesced in
by the remainder, by whom it was long and strenuously opposcd.

The_dictates of humanity and good policy alike require the early
and effective interposition of the government in respect to the Indians
of Michigan, These Indians, some sceven thousand in number, are
represented to be divided into more than sixty separate communities ;
and are to be found in nenrly every county of the State. Many of them,
being without any secttled places of habitation, and gradually imbibing
the worst vices of civilization, nre becoming vitintec? and degraded, a
pest and a nuisance to the neighborhoods where they resort, In this
unsettled, dispersed, and otherwise unfavorable condition, nothing can
be done to reclaim and improve them. Those of their more fortunate’
brethren, who have enjoyed the advantages of fixed locations, present
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a much more favorable nspect.  Most of them have comforinble homnes,
awl, under the influence of the devoted cfforts of several Cliristion de-
nominations, are gradually improving aud acquiring the habits and
tastes of civilized life, By u provision of the State constitution, they
are entitled to citizenship on beeoming qualified theretor by intelligence
and ge «d character, snd abandoning their tribal conneetion ; nnd nun-
bers nnve manifested a proper appreciation of this high privilege, and
¢ wudable ambition to fit themselves for it.

By tréaty, these Indians have the right to a h(_)mc west of the 1\‘155535-
sippi should they desire to emigrate T)l'll there is no prospect of theix
ever being willing to do so, and the citizens of’ Michigan, it _is under-
stond, entertain no desire to have them expelled from the country and
home of their forefathers, Suitable locations, it is understood, can be
found for theii in the State, where they can be concentrated nnder cir-
cumstanecs fivorable to their comfort and improvement, without detri-
ment to $.ate or individual interests, and carly measures for that pur-
posc should be adopted, ) .

A portion of the united tribes of Stockbridges and Munsees, of Wis-
consin, are under treaty obligations to cinigrate west of the Mississippi
river, but their removal has necessarily been delayed, from want of nd-
equate ineins to defray the expensce thereof, and of their year's subsist-
ence. A further appropriation will therefore be requisite,  These Yn-
dians are few in number and should not be disuniied.  As soon as it
can be done, an cffort should be inade to place them and those of their
brethren now west of the Mississippi river all comfortably together.

In 1848 the Menomonces cedc(Y their cative country in Wisconsin,
and ugreed to remove to another stipalated to be given them in Minne-
sota west ot the Mississippi.  From this obligation they were exempted
by the late President of the United States, on the ground of the unsuita-
bility of the new country intended for them; and, with the approbation
of the proper anthorities of Wisconsin, they were assigned and removed
to a remoate portion of the extensive tract which they had ceded, em-
bracing about 345,600 acres. 'T'he information in possession of the
department leads to the conclusion that this Jacation is, in all respects,
suitable for them; and that they can probably remain there for many
years without interference with the advancement or interests of the white
population,  Ify however, this arrangement is to be of a permanent

character, 2 new convention with them will be necessary for their ré-
linquishment df the country given to them by the treaty of 1848, and
that the various beneficial provisions of that freaty may be made opera-
tive and applicable to them where they are,

The Oncidng, of Wisconsin, have a peérmanent location near Green
Bay, where they will probably remain and eveatually become citizens,
ns the tribé of Brothertowns has done.  'The only other Indinns in the
Btate consist of a fow bands of those known as the Chippewns of Lake
Buperior, atill living on lands heretofore ceded to the United States, but
where it has been thus far deemed proper to permit them to remain, for
reasons materially affecting their preservation and welfure.

Should it be deemed necessary to continue the superintendency cre-
nted by the act of 97th of February, 1851, heretofore confined to the
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Iundians in Wiscinsin, it should be mnde tg en

isc : A nbrace alsé those in Michi-
gan, and a different location assigned to the superintendent,

_ The lurge and populous tribo of Chippewas, the great body of whom
arc in Ifhm.msogu, still own an extensive tract of country east of the Mis-
sissippiy of which, on account of its great mineral wealth, it will becoma
necessary fo oblain possession at an carly day, ‘Their.lands wost of
the Mississi')pi are sulliciently ample for the |

s vhole tribe, and tieir con-
centeation there would be an arrangement advanta

and the government, ‘

The country assigned 6 ihe Winnebagoes by the treaty of 1846, in
the regiau of the headivaters of the Misslssippt, proved to be not uito-
gether suitable.  So great has been 1he dissatisfuction, that it has been
impossible to keep a majority of thew upou it.  Under these circum-
stances, and because of their pressing and constant solicitations, and of
promises given last year, arrangements were mude, the past summer,
to assign them-another and more satisfactory home. ‘The new location
fixed upon, which is further south than their present country, is ob~

Jected (o, it is understood, on the ground of i(s"bl'ilvging them “too near
the white setttements; und its close proximity to the Mississippi river
is believed to be prejudicial to the interests of the Tridians,  T'he de-
partment has not yet determined whether these objections are suffi-
cnc;u'l)y well founded to justify the rejection of this arrangement,
The Dpresent situation of that portion of ‘the Sioux Indinns purties to
the treaties of July 23d and August 5, 1851, is peculiar, unfortunate
and to them must ultimately prove extremely injarious, By these tra-
ties they reluctuntly parted with a very large extent of valuable covn-
try, which it was of the greatest importance to the government to ac-
vire. An insignificant portion of it near its wes
deemed necessary or desirable for a white i
it at all, was agreed to be reserved and
residence.  T'le Senate amended the treaties, striking out this provision
nllm\"mg ten cents per acre in lieu of the reservations, and re luirin ¥ llu;
President, wn'th the ussent of the Inidians, it they agreed to l?m ﬂm[z‘nd-
mens, Lo assige them such tracts of country beyond the limits of that
ceded as wight be sutisfactory for their futire home, "o the amend-
ments was n&:pcpdcd @ proviso, “that the resident may, by the con-
flti}:lit gl tzi‘(,;l :;(h]r!ns, vary _the eonditions aforesaid, it deemed expe-
e A " th‘ce' m'ums_\ye‘rc induced to ugtec to the amendments, * con-
Congrcss o _]lus‘tge.. liberality, and humanity of the President and the
an Agres t? K l; united States, that such tincts of country will be set
aba suli{fnrcl;n | ?E?m occupancy snd home as will be to them ncceptublo
nccessn: e (l)lx {ou ["I‘I;us_, not only was the assent of the Indians mado
oees b.l):(' e nty yl veing nssigned to them without the limits of that
Home ap u_]y u(}] nuthonity given to the President 1o vary the condi-
cona o th thenlcnd'mef”s to the treaties, he was empowered, with the
o l; n 'mna, to place thein upon the designated reservations,
pon any other portion of the eceded territory, *if decmed expe-

geous both to them

tern houndury, not
. population for many years,
assigned to thein for their futore

dient,”

T'o avoid collisio

ns and di . . v
population whiy mptim( difficulties between the Indians and the white

dly commenced pouring >
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tion of it without delay; whilst there was neither the time nor the
means to make the requisite explorations, to find a suitable location for
them beyond the limits of the cession,

u d er these pressing and embarrassing circumstances, the Iate Presi-
dent d(‘tcrmiue(ll to permit them to remain five years on the designated
reservations, i’ they were willing to nceept this alternative.  ‘They as-
sented, and many of them have already been removed.  However un- .
avoidable this arrangement, it is a most unfortunate one.  ‘he Indinns
are fully aware of its temporary character, and of the uncertainty as to
their future position, and will consequently be disinclined sind deterred
from any cftorts to make themselves comfortable and improve their
condition. The inevitable result must he, that at the end of the time
limited they will be ina far worse condition than now ; and the efforts
and expenditares of years to infuse iuto them a'spirit of improvement,
will all have been in vain,

T'he large investments in mills, farms, mechanie shops and other im-
sravenents, required by the wreaties to be made for their benefity, will
Le entirely wasted if the Indians are to remain on these reservations
only during the prescribed five years. At the very period when they
would begin to reap the full advaniage of these beneficial provisions,
they wonld have to remove.  Anather unfortunate feature of this ar-
rangement, it temporary, is, that the Indians will have expended the
considerable sums set apart in the treaties for the expenses of their re-
moval to a permanent home, and for subsistence umi"(llcy could other-
wise pmvi«lc it; leaving nothing for theso important and necessary
purpnscs,,in the event of another emigration. In view of these facts
and considerations, no time should be lost in determining upon some
final and permanent urrangement in regard to them.

"The tribes of the Upper Missouri agency, with the exception of the
Blackfeet, are r('prcsemc«l as generally quiet and pcuccnl;le. Such of
them as are partics to the treaty of Fort Laramic have maintained, with
but one single exception, friendly relations smong themsclves, and mnni-
fested an increasing confidence in and kindness towards the whites.
Some of the Indians in this ageney raise corn, beans, pnmpkins, &e., 10
a limited extent, but rely principally an the bunt for their support. ‘L'he
ameundments of the Senate of the 24th of May, 1862, to.the 7th article
of the treaty of Fort Laramie, were promptly assented to by such of
the tribes as the agent had conferred with, and there is no doubt but
that the others will readily do so when he has an opportunity of secing
them, they being absent at the time of his arrival in their country on
their usual hunts,

The general condition of the Indians within the limits of the Council
Bluft'ngency is nat encouraging.  I'he Omuhas are represented as hav-
ing raised cnough corn to last them through the winter ; and by a judi-
cious application of the money paid them by government this scason, it

is thought they may to a great extent be saved from suffering,

The Ottoes and Missourias, o confederate tribe, are in a state of
abject poverty, TIleduced by a combination of causes, and perhaps
some negleet on the part of the government, they are indeed ogjccls of

ity. :
P The Pawnces are also in a destitute condition. Their number now
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does not exceed one-halfof what it did four years ago. They formerly
resided on the north side of the Platte river, and on the west slde of the
Loup fork of that strenmn, A few years ago they were represented to be
in a flourishing condition 3 but the Sioux came down upon and mur-
dered many of them, burned their houses, stole their horses and other
stack, and the survivors avere compelled to retreat to the south side of
the Platte, and have thenceforward been urwilling to return to their
former homes. ‘T'he Indians of this agency, like all others, indulge in
the use of intosicating liquor when they can obtain it and unfortu-
nately the two'tribes first named are, from the locdcion of their villages,
never free from the temptation.

. The Half-breeds, located between the Great and Little Nemaha
rivers, and numbering, including their families, about sixty souls, have
made some considerable advance in civilization,

The loways have many advantages, but they have not profitably
availed themselves of them, Indolence and vice predominate, 'This
tribe numbered at their last payment, according to the pay roll, four
hundred and ninety-seven ; by the census recently taken, they number
ouly four hundred and thirty-seven.  ‘Their Jocation has no doubt a
very unfivorable influence on them, and although they promise a refor-
mation in their habits, a change of residence is perhapa indispensable.

[The Sacs and Foxes of Missouri reside upon_the same tract of land
with the Joways. Their condition, however, is rather better ; but the
remarks in relation to the Toways are, to a considerabie extent, applica-
ble to the Sacs and Foxes.

The Kickapoos are more ndvanced than any other tribe in the Great
Nemaha agency., They are represented as making some progress in
agriculture. A few have comfortable houses, with domestic animals
about them.

The Wyandotts, Shawnees, and Delawares are embraced in the
Kanzas agency. A number in each of these tribes are educated, intelli-
gent men, having good dwellings, and surrounded with the usual com-
forts and conveniences of civilizedlife.  Various religious denominations

ave missions in this agency, and some of the Indians are professors of the
Christian religion ; hut many of themn are habitual drunkards, The Wy-
andotts have in operation a system of common schools and a code of
laws for their own government. '

The Pottawatomic Indians are not, as a general thing, improving.
They have a large money annuity, the corrupting effects of which are
dlearly visible. Thegovernment hasprovide noiz’nbimtion foranagent
in their country; and leftto themselves without the necessary oversight,
with many avenues by which whisky can be, and constantly is, intro-
duced among them, they indulge in the frec use of it, Dissipation pre-
vails, fmd many of the principal men are, it is believed, destitute of
integrity, and are used to subserve the purposes of the avaricious,
dcs:gqmg and heartless, who seek, and but too often obtain, the con-
trol of them for the promotion of their own sinister views. A few of the
bands are to a considerable extent cultivating the soil; and there are
some good men in the nation-who appear to iave availed themselves
of the benefits of the missionary effoits among the Pottawatomies, * * -
The Kanzos Indians with the Pottawatomies cons'itute one agency.
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There is no agency-house in the Kanzas country, and from tho remnoto
location of the Indians théy cannot often be visited by their agent,
These people are not inchined to till the soil,  The males will not
work. The females make some patches of corn with the hoo ; but
thesc Indians rely principally on their annuitics, the chase, and theft,
for support, They are adepts in the art of stealing, and their location
is sucﬁ, being on the leading Santa Fé road, that they amnoy the trains
which pass that way. Complaints are loud against these Indians, not
only from the white people who pass through their country, but from
all the neighboring m{es. A change of their location and residenco is
demanded by cvery consideration connected with their advancement,
and is due to the vast number of our citizens who suffer from their dep-
redations,

The tribes embraced in the Sac pud Fox agency are the Sucs and
Foxes of the Mississippi, the small band of Chippewas, of Swan Creck
and Black river, and the Ottowas, of Roche de Beeuf and Blanchard's
fork. The Sacs and Foxes arc a wild, roving race, depending almost
entirely on the chase for subsistence.  They have heretofore strongly
resisted the intioduciion of schools or misstonaries among them, and
have made a steady and powerful eflort to maintain all the manners,
customs, and traditions of their fathers, Recently a portion of themn
have cxpressed a desire to attempt to cultivate the soil, and enter-
tained conversations in relation to the employment of teachers and mis-
sionaries ; they have also promised their agent to refrain from the use
of ardent sprits, in which they have, to their great injury, freely
indulged.

The Chippewas and Ottowas depend for subsistence on tho culti-
vation of the soil, and are comparatively in an advanced state of civil-
ization. It is the opinion of their agent that they will this year have a
surplus of agricultural productions, = The Ottowas have adopted a sim-

le code of laws for their government,

‘The Weas and Piankeshaws, Kaskaskias and Pcorias, and the
Miarnies, constitute the tribes of the Osage River agency. No official
report has been received from the agent in charge of these Indians.
In the month of September, while on his way to the Sac and Fox agency,
that oflicer met with an accident, which caused his absence from his
agency at the period of the year when these anmal reports are mado
up. The Weas and Piankeshaws, Kaskaskias and Peorias, are known
to be doing rcasonably well. They depend principally on agriculture
for their support. ‘The Miamies aro not doing \vc{)l. Their village is
so convenient to the white settlements that they have at all times the
opportunity to gratify their appetite for ardent spirits, and they may
be suid to indulge habitually and very freely in its use.

The Chippewas, Ottowas, Weas and Piankeshaws, Kaskaskias and
Peorias, and the Miamics, all complain of the depredations of the Sac
and Fox Indians, and express the hope that they may be removed far
away from them. There is no doubt%ut the complaints of these small
tribes are, to a considerable extent, well founded, and that the location
of the Sacs and Foxes in their vicinity has been injurious to their in-
terests. — ,
By a provision contained in an act of Congress, approved the 3d of
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March lnst, the President was authorized to enter into negotiations
with the Indian tribes west of the Stutes of Missouri and Iowa, for the
puryose of procuring their assent to the settlement of our citizens upon
the Tands claimed by them, and of cxlgngmshmg thcl'r title, in whole or
in part, to those lands. ‘The Comm!ssumcr of Tudiau Aftairs was de-
signated by the President as the ofticer of the Indian department to
conduct the fecessary negotiations, and that duty was undertaken by
him at the earliest perind consistent with his other oflicial cngage-
ments, A preliminary visit to the Indian country, with a view to ex-
lore it, and to obtain such information as would be useful and necessary
in prepariug full nud detailed instructions as to the terms and conditions
of the treaties to be negotiated, was deemed necessary, and was made
by that officer in obedience to his instructions. While thus cugqged,
he visited the Omahas, Ottoes and Missourias, loways, Sacs and Foxes
of Missouri, Kicknenos, Delawares, Slmwncesl }Vynndolts, Pottawat-~
omics, Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi, C]n[Hicwus of Swan creek
and Black river, Ottowas of Roche de Beeuf and Blanchard’s fork, Weas
and Piankeshaws, Kuskaskias and Peorias and Miamies, These eimbrace
all the tribes located immediately west of Missouri and Town, except the
Lands of Quapaws, Senceas and Shawnees, and Senccas, who have
small tracts adjacent to the southwest corner of the State of Missouri,
and who, for want of time, the commissioner was unable to visit. The
same causc operated to prevent his sceing the Pawnees, Kanzas, and
Osage Indians, with whowm, although their lands are not contiguous
to the boundaries of either of these States, it is desirable that treaties
also be made, should a civil government be established and the country
opened for settlement. . ..

The commissioner held councils with every tribe whom he visited,
and disclosed to them the object of his journey to their country., He
found the Indian mind in an unfavorable condition to receive and
calinly consider liis message, For some time previous to his arrival
in the Indian country, individuals from the States had been exploring
portions of it, with the intention, as was understood, of attempting to
mnake locations and settlements. "Uhe discussion of the subject, and the
exploration of the country by citizens of the States, alarmed and ex-
cited the Indians. Some of ‘them were proposing a grand council, at
which it was designed to light up the old Indian fires, and contederate
for defence against the white people, who they believed were coming
in force to drive them from their country, and to occupy it wulhoqt
their consent and without consideration, {Jnder such_circumstances it
was very difficult to quict the Indians, or divest their minds of an impres-
sion that the commissioner’s visit was not in some way or other intended
to aid the whites in a forcible occupation of the country. As he pro-
gressed in his journey, and conferred with the tribes, the difliculty was
gradunlly remuved. .

With but fow exceptions, the Indians were opposed to sclling any
part of their lands, as nnnounced in their replies to the speeches of the
commissioner. Finally, however, many tribes expressed their willing-
ness to sell, but on the condition that they could retain tribal reserva-
tions on their present tracts of Jand. This volicy was deemed objecr
tionable, and not to be adopted if it could be avoided; and with such
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tribes the time of treating was deferred until next spring, with the
hape that the Indinns by that time taight see that their permanent in-
terests required un_entire_transfer of all their Jands and their removal
to a new home.  Some tribes declined 10 dispose of any portion ; and
ally, with the exception of the Wyandotts and Owtowas, w?xo expressed an
opinion on the subject of an organization of n rivil government in that
territory, were opposed to the measure, They have, with but few exeep-
tions, a very crude and unintelligible idea of the * white man’s liws,”
deeming them engines of tyranny and appression, and they drcad as well
as fear them,  Before the camiuissionor lett the countiy quite n change
was pereeptible among the Indiaus ; and it is believed that, with but tew
exceplions, the tribes will next spring enter into treaties and disposc
of large portions of their country, and some of them will sell the whole
of their lund.  "The ideq of refrivng reservations, which seemed to b
generally entertained, is not deemed to he consistent with their true
Interests, and every good influence ought to he exercised to enlighten
them on the subject. If they dispose of their lands, no reservations
should, if'it can he avoided, be gramted or allowed,  T'here are some
Indlans in various tribes who are occupying farms, comfortably situated,
and who are in such an advanced state of civilization, that it they do-
sired to remain, the privilege might well, and ought pethaps to ba
ranted, and their farms in ench ense yeserved for their homes.  Such
mdians would be qualificd to enjoy the privileges of citizenship.  But
to make reservations for an cutire tribe on the tract which it now owns,
would, it is believed, be injurious to the future peace, prosperity, and
advancement of these cople,  ‘I'he commissioner, as far as he Judged
it prudent, endeavored to cnlighten them on this point, and lubored to
conviuce them that it was not consistent with the true interest of them-
selves and their posterity that they should have tribal reservations
within their preaent limits,

The condition of the Indians located west of Missouri and Jowa is
not as prosperous, or their advance in civilization as rapid, as the offi-
cial reports annually received from that part ot the country would
authorize us to expect. In several tribes are to be found some cdu-
cated, intelligent meny and many are uble, by the cultivation of the
earth, to subsist themselves. Among these clusses therg are some sin-
cere professors of religion ; but the mass of the Indians are indolent and
intemperate, and many of them are degraded and debased,

The transplanting of these Indians, and the dedication of their pres-
ent country to their use, and for theic future home, was an emauntion
of the purest benevolence and the dictate of humanity. Vast sums of
muney have been expended by the government for the sustenance,
comlort and civilization of these unfortunate people, and the mission-
ary has occupied that field of labor long and faithfully ; but notwith-
standing all that has been done by the government tm(f good men, the
experiment has measurably fajled, Located generally on large tracts
of land, separated into small and distinet bands, roaming at will and
wandering in idleness, the mass of these tribes are in a degraded state,
with no hope of a considerable degree of reformntion, (even with such
ymprovements as are practicable in their present management,) withont
a change of residence, Their opinions, Ymbits, customs and pursuits,
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hich present an glmost insurmountable obstacle to tlieir chango frfsm
:lv "rimRive state, fithd now but litde resistance 3 whilo the ndvice of the
ng‘;m, and the efforts of the teacher and (ll\'ino,‘nlrc cnuntcr:(i‘cl\s;:ict}? 1‘:
very great oxtent, by inﬂ_m-ncus of an adverse ¢ mracter, an wibich
is presumed will pro(lmunm.l(l} s0 long as these Indians are pen

in where they now reside, . .

rm'll]‘(;llg z:‘cg';‘)?sitilm) of 'l'cxus,. New Mexico, and aur I’uc‘lﬁc]pfigscszlno:::
snd the vast aununl emigration which passes llnuugh} t \‘c ¢ m{‘which
try and over the Indian reservations, on its journey l it ;otrl, ang which
was not anticipated at the time the Indians were lmmc.( , lc'f‘(;.,llc ndor
it ubsolutely necessary that they be placed out of the patl 15 Q‘ o cui-
grants as far ag practicable.  The interests of both rec wive ‘1 o the
T)rcsc-nt condition of the Indian, no g'ood results to him ’l()f;l lla} cor net
with the emigrant ; wllilclllllc lx;uor is ulwuysr (;;"b?‘(f::;,s::( on his jo

ry and frequently injured by the presence of the . ]
h ‘}')xccpt (hlc Wy)un otts un'?l 01(2)\\':15, who 'lmvo n fc\y simple la\; ::
all the Inditin teibes north of the Cherokee line are without l:)m]_s. P A
seribed form of government. ‘The Intercourse act, it s be ]lc\ ("l(l )
extends no protection to the emigrants; and this mlvm.uufoua‘uml ‘(;linn
able cluss of our people is therefore unprotected }\:hllc in llel ~1‘1‘ ot
country.  T'his state of things ought not to exist.  The Il']to“l-l(l‘o'l; rse g
it nmended, and its provisions extended to them, woulc sl; l 'OUm'ctel
cient, it not a dead letter, by reason of t'hc great distance o , t'ml ni ;
States officers in the States from the Indian country,  In my juc gxng(r]\' ’
the interests of the Indiaus require that a civil government be nm'nerl-
ately organized in the territory. The exccutive f{f thcl tc:nttr_)rl_\“ ;i:;
charging, by virtue of his office, the duties of s.upmmﬂtc"n‘( or; '0 1 an
affiiirs, and having a direet oversight of the Tndinn se‘nu.cll iere, \\‘m. ‘:f
exercise o happy I;xﬂulenlcc, nm‘ ()lllly mlx the border tribes, but in a bri

ace of time on the Indians of the plains, ]
SI);:bllxo annual report of’ the 80th 1\0\'(‘11}!)1:\', 1848, lh.c then C(.unm.ls-
sioner of Indian Afliirs suggested the policy of Ymcunng: nmll kcepn:g
open portions of the Jands west of Missouri and Iown, lor.t ;G ¢ r?:
and expansion of our own population; and th?‘sumc measure has bee
urged in several snccessive annunl reports. "The necessity of ..pctm:g
an ample western outlet for our rapid y-increasing population, seems, ‘o
have been cleatly foreseen by this department. T'he negotiations with
the Indinns who will have to he disturbed, and the arrangements neces-
sary for their peaceful and comfortable re-location, requiring time m‘\d
dehberation, it is to be regretied that lhc.autlmnty and means fot\_- t !::
accomplishment of the ohject were not given more in ml\‘ nnce o 'd-
exigency which has occurred, and which appears to rf,l'gu re procg:*ed
ings of a more precipitate churacter than should have been permitte
to become nccessary. L. . ¢

Objections may be urged to the organization of a civil governmen
in the Indian country; but those that cannot be overcome are n(f{t to
be compared to the advantages which will flow to the Indians ronig
such o measure, with treatics to conform to the new order of things, and
suitable laws for their protection. L,

In addition to this, tl]m preparation of o large district of that country
for seulement, by the removal of the Indians, would open up, in o most

\ o~
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desirable locality, homes for the enterprising and hardy pioncers who
are ready to oceupy ity and hy their energics speedily fomnd » State
llu; l')cnoli(:ml influences of \\"lﬁt:l;. from its position, would be of ineal-
(Ll;! :)hgc(}lr()li:i-‘('lug'ﬁ?[:»g.”m Indian, as well as the government and people
, Itis rcspuclﬁnll{ suggested that the sum of money nppropriated by
Congress at the Inst session s not deemed adequate, i view of the
extent and magnitude of the uhjects contemplated 3 and it is recom-
mended that a farther appropriation he made early in the nest session
for the purpose of treating with the tribes indiemed by the law of the
last session, and an extension of that authority, so that' treatjes i!'
deemed necessary, either to supply the emigrated tribes with now
homes, or (Ill)(‘x'\visc‘, mny be u):ltlﬂ\\'hh the other Indions in wh-u/ifs
known ns Nebraska,  These treaties can, it is believed, all be made in
the ;non‘(hs of Al)ril and May nesty sl subinitted 1o the Svunl«', in
:;xslg(:..tum, for Congress 10 establish o civil government it jts next
As stated in the last amal report, the negotiations with the Cuman-
ches, Kioways, and other Indians on the Arkansas river, contemplated
by an act passed at the preceding session of Congress, had 1|u;-(-£<-'|rilv
to be postponed 4ill the present season. At a suitable p('ri(;(.I.lus.t
si)rmg they were confided 1o the agent in that quarter. He was also
cliarged with the duty of procuring, from such of the Indinns of his
agency us were parties to the treaty of Fort Laramie, their assent to
thp amendment made to that treaty by the Senate; whereby the sup-
plies of goods, provisions aud other articles of neeessity, origina)
agreed to be furnished them ammally for a period of fifty -\w:vr(' Tim‘ilc?;
to the shorter term of ten years. Whe net of the 3d of March lnst
making the appropriation for the second of these instalments pﬁwi«léci
that ;)le sawie should not he paid to the Indians until they hm’l as:cnted
to the Senate's amendment ; and the agent was instructed sccording)
The report of this oflicer, herewith trunsmitted, evidences the smish:{:
tory manner in which he has discharged the important dutics vonfided
to bim in '(hls connection, and as contuining highly \'ulmbb]é i:l)lbrm -
tion touching our relations with the prairie and tountain tribes nn‘:l
grave suggestions relative to our future policy in scference to them
;::Iin‘men s itself to l}hc attention and consideration of ull who muj;
lm!)(‘u’z:.r;i“z{:tnrcat in the fatare of this unfortunate class of our Indian
There is but a single agent for all the Indians of the U per Arkan-
8as nncd I’quq rivers, und the imense region lying bct\'s'(!(“l'l them nnd
between our fronticr tribes and the Rocky moustains,  From 'tl’m} ;‘c’::l
oxtent of this agency, the numerous Indinns within it and the mt?en
distance between the lurger bodies of them, it is wl,mlly beyond !hm
ower of one fpez‘son to manuge, whatever may be his uml%uulhmse
I?w Indians of the Arkansas, consisting of the nmlhcm‘Comimchcs.
p m:lv‘uy:‘;. {unl others, are numerous, n}ischievously i‘uclincd, and infesi
10 direct route to Santa Fé,  Their intercourse “with the Indians of
New Mexico is of decidedly cvil tendency 3 and they cither take part
;:; the annuul {:r::dutory expeditions into the frontier provinces ofpthe
exican republic, or are, to a considerable cxtent, the ugents and
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instuments through which those engaged in these lawless forays dis-
pose of their ill-gotten plunder. For the purpose of exerclsing some
degree of influence over, and ns fur ns ;fnssuhlc controlling them, a
separto ngent, located in their vicinity, is indispensably necessary.
For like reasons, and for the better protection of onr overland emi-
grants to Culitornia and Oregon, a separate agent is likewise required
for the Indinns on the upper waters of the Platte river. | therefore
respeattufly renew the reconunendation of’ @ former Commissioner of
Indhion Affairs, that this agency b divided aud another agent ap-
pointed. . o .

Several topies of interest eonneeted with the gemi-civilized tribes of
the southern superintendency wre descrving of special notice,  During
the past swnwer several of them, but mare porticularly the Cherokecs
and Creeks, sent delegates to attend n general conneil, concerted nmong
themselves, to he held with the Comanches and other wild tribes ot the
prairies; the ohject of which was 1o compromise apprehended diffi-
culties likely to arise out of depredations aud other outrages committed
by the latter, and 1o come o some agreement tor the establishment of
peacefil refations hetween them in future. It was the intention of the
inore enlightened tribes to scize this opportunity of eadeavoring to
make a salutary impression upon their witder brethren, by fully repre-
senting to them their relatious to the United States, our power to chas-
tise and punish them for their aggressions, and the consequent necessity
of their remuaining peaceable and friendly, as well with our citizens as
with other tribes, High waters and other unfavorable circumstances
preventing a full sttendance from the various tribes expected to be
represented, the meeting proved too insignificant to justify an expecta-
tion of any very flattering results 3 yet the excellent motive by which
our bhorder tribes were uctuated that participated in this inovement
entitles them to the commendation of the government. A general
council of this kiud, an” {or fike objects, under the immediate auspices
amd patrovage of the o ‘rument, is highly desirable, and 1 respect-
fully recommend un application to Congress for a smull appropriation
for the purpose,

‘The Cherokees, desirous of multiplying their alrendy numerous
schools, and thus to diffuse more widely and wore rapidly the blessings
of education, and anxious to discharge themselves of an onerous public
debt—in part contracted, it is believed, for the abuve object—mani-
fested a desire, in order to obtain neans for those commendable pur-
poses, to retracede to the government the tract of eight hundred thou-
sand acres of land, added to their former possessions by the treaty of
New Echota; but the delegation froin the ttibe, after several interviews
with the department last spring, withdrew the propoesition. 1t is sup-
nosed, however, that it will Le reuewed during the approaching winter,
This tract, which projects north atong the western boundary of' Mis-
souri, lies dcmchm{, from their country, und hus not been settled by them,
It is not probable that they will ever have use for it ; their other lands
being ample for all their purposes.

Tutelligence has recently been received of a most dastardly and inhu-
man outrage perpetrated }(n the Cherokee nation; Andrew and Wash»
ington Adair, peaceable and unoffending citizens of the nation, having
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been deliberately and brutally murdered in cold blood by an armed mob
of Cherokees, about one hundred in number. It having been reported
that these lawless persons, reinforced by others, meditated still further
acts of violence and bloodshed, which it was teared the authorities of the
nation, unaided, could not prevent, there appeared to be imuminent dan-
ger of a state of “ domestic strife,” requiring the interposition of the
strong arm of the government, in conformity with the provisions of the
Gth article of the treaty of 183636 with the tribe,  As a measure of
precaution it was therefore deemed proper to request that the military
force on that frontier be placed subject to the regisition of the super-
intendent of Indian affairs there, to'be employed 1t requisite in protect-
ing the lives and property of Cherokees that might be in danger, and
preventing the further effusion of blood. There being, however, no
disposition of interference, unnecessarily, in the domestic allirs of the
Cherokees, it is hoped there will be no occasion for such a proceeding;
and that the authorities of the tribe will be able to prevent turther out-
rage, and to bring those concerned in that committed to a just punish-
ment,

I deem it incumbent upon ine to call particular attention to that por-
tion of the interesting report of Superintendent Drew referring to the
question of the mncnubifily of Indinns to the penalties of the law pro-
hibiting the introduction or sale of ardent spirits in the Indian country ;
a question which has recently caused great excitemnent among the
Creeks, and may lead to serious difliculty,  ‘T'his, and the other semi-
civilized tribes on that frontier within his superintendency, have adopted
stringent laws upon the subject, which are regularly and rigidly cn-
forced against their own people guilty of the offence; while, nccording
to judicial interpretation in that quarter, they are also amenable under
our law. Thus, an Indian, though he may have been severely pun-
ished by lis tribe for introducing or disposing of liguor, is liable to
arrest and punishinent a second time for the smne oftence; a result
certainly contrary to the spirit of our institutions, and as repugnant to
the Indian as it would be to ourselves. It is one to which the Crecks
appear determined not to submit.  Individuals of their nation, scized
by the United States maishal last summer, wererescued by them ; and
a second cffort of that officer to arrest these persons has led to great
excitement. A considerable number have banded together and armed
themselves to resist the attempt at all hazasds ; and in case of failure,
they threaten the lives of thosc of their chicfs who have been instru-
mental and active in the adoption and enforcement of their own law,
‘T'he Superintendent, deeming it prudent to interpose for the stay of fur-
ther proceedings until the views of the department could be obtained,
the 'subject was recently submitted for your consideration.

The enforcement against Indians, Ly criminal prosecution, of the
law to prohibit the introduction or sale of liquor in the Indian country,
is believed to be contrary, not only to the intention of the framers of
that law, but also to the principle, uniformly acted on in respect to all
of the tribes, of as little direct interference as possible in their internal
and domestic affairs. Hence offences, and other matters of even greater
concern, are left to be settled entirely by themselves,

By the second and third articles of the fronty veiel. st~ = = =
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of November 23, 1838, the sum of four hundred thousarlld (.lo(lll_ar.f] ::3:
stipulated to be allowed for property abandoned and lost ;y in :Z:no ale
of the tribe, in consequence of t‘!'wlr forced and compufso;'y mou;n
west of the Mississipp river, F ifty tllousnnfl (;lo]lurj of the at'on nt
was to be furnished in stock ‘uum}uls, to be dlslrlbl'lt‘e n proporildthe
the loss in each case, as set forthin a schedu}e which acflor{l lm“cwere
treaty, The remaining three ‘Immlrcd Em(l_ (}ﬂy thousa‘n é o li:s rofo
to be invested ¢ for the benefit of the mdn'idunlst, of} the £ ree nzent
referred to in the preceding article,” so as to SC?P!;'} t llcm t“t$ é)ccrnd L
annually, By the fourth article, however, v.l}lla im( ] z: t-i  ond o
twenty-five years from the date of the treaty, 1s to )e] wreste rt m the
individunls to whom it really belongs, and given to the 1(1;'\310:1 tu ! ngn 1
Phis feature of the treaty has long ('BXCllcd feelings of hco'n‘len pnd
dissatisfiiction, which continue to increase 'wnh the approac 1 of ¢

i o ch i ke place. Those of the chiefs living
period when the change 18 to take | . A e s pre
who signed the treuty assert that they did not unders l I o
vision as it is, and deny that they ever assented to any such q;‘lrang -
ment ; while the individuals directly interested aver that lheg' wxe gre(\lrgd
yicld their right to the fund.  Ithas been, and cpntmu'(‘:ls to g’*rtlge rded
as theirs by the whole tribe 3 butit is ie.zu:cd su.ch. wi Tnm '(l'd ) Jool-
ing when the time arrives for all to participate in it, l o {;\ oid 151:‘% ous
difficulty that may then arise, the chiefs representing the (,’]dnlna s and
the entire tribe have made a strong appeal 10 bave the who et im](l) 1
paid over to the individuals to whom it belongs ; and it is lighly dest-
rable that this be done, especially as the interest—amounting, mb man /
cnses, to but a few cents—is to the great majority of them of no beneh

rnatever. .

A )T:xo political connexion between the Choctaws and Chxcknqaws,f
establishied through the agency of the government, by the cm'nv.cnult‘n:‘o
1837, under which the Chickasaws form a component part ol I ;le
Choctaw nation, and are subject to its !zlws, still continucs, Eotwng -
standing the earnest and persevering eflorts of the Clnck'nsn\\‘a to in-
duce the Choctaws to consent to a dissolution thercof. The mtcyeats
of the Chickusaws, particularly of a pecuninry character, arc materially
variant from those of the other tribe, and they are naturally nuquu‘s to
enjoy the satisfaction and advantages of a separate governm;:r'\t of t‘ 1eir
own, 'The consummation of this rcnsonabh} desire would, without
doubt, have a decided tendency to promote their advancement alnd pcir-
manent prosperity. It is much to be regretied, however, that nﬁ
Choctaws, to whom the union is of no advantage wh‘a(ev.er, sti :
continuc_ indisposed 'to yicld to the natural and r‘cnsnn_ab.e wishes o
their brethren, and those of the governtnent, on this subjgct. ) |

"Phe earnest efforts of the depactment to effect the emigration of the
Seminole Indians still remnining in Florida, under arrangements here-
tofore fully reported, having fuiled of complete success, they }:I:%;/c again
been placed in charge of the military branch of the service. ic num-
ber detached from Florida and removed to their country west o th(}
Mississippi, during the short peried they were under the jurisdiction o
this office, was thirty-six, -

T'he three small tribes of Rananne Qoncnns ==

 ~
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all these tribes apply themselves to eultiviting the soil. but the Senecas
and Nenceas and Shawnees are the mest teitty, They will 1ealize
from their crops of the past vear of grain, veeetubles, &e., a sulli-
cieney for their own consumption durive this winter aud some for sale,
Most of them bave lirge stocks of eattle, horses, and hogs, tor which a
ready market iz fonnd within their nation. he Quaprws ave « hann-
Jesz. inoflinsive people, baty with tew exceptions, ndolent. Those
who e industrious aod abor on the firm reap actich harvest for theie
toil. and are thos enabled 1o aid their indolest hrethren, The Seneeas
and Seneens and Rluwnees e opposcd o the establishiment of schools
in their conutry, "Phe Quapaws" <chool fined has heen transterred to
the Oxznee mamnal Inbior sehool, swheve the children of the Quarpanes are
cdneated. e Osages—those who e adults——are 1epomted by their
agent as wild and antamable, and thae it impossible 1o ndoce
them o change their habis o Divine. They go tWice o vearem on
the geand praivies, some sis or cight hundeed miless incthe parsuin of
butbilo, deer, and antelope, sud trade with the wild Lidisims of the north
and northwest,

Axcensiure of ceonome. cud greater convenio e o, the hesdiunters
of the <aperimtendent for this disteicr brve been ranoved from Van
Broen to Fort Sinth, Arkansas, where, by the order of the Seercrary
of War, accommodations for his oflice wGH b alBorded in one o the
pnblic ntldives conaceted with the wilitiey post ar that plee, and
where, also, adequane protcetion for the Jara amonnt< of public s oey,
at times in the enstody of the <uperintenden, may he lh:nl trown the
military. Uhe elevhship of thiscas well o that of the porthern ~aper-
intend nev, has heen diseontiuned.

The removal fror Texas of the vavious bawls of Tedinne belongipn
totrib< on the frontiers of onr western States, who, cantreiry to their
treaty oblieations, have tor somc time heen ~ettled in iflerent Jocalities
in that State, has< been nearly, oot cntivelv, consumnted, as provided
by the aet of Ancust, 1552, .'lppml)_ri:llim: L25.000 tor the purpa-e. It
will for <ome time, however, require constant watehtalness on e prt
of the agents of their respective tribes, as well as of the midicn v at the
post<in their vicinity aod in Texas, to preveot their vetnra!”

I reeard 1o the Indians properly beloncine to this State, and those
gencrolly within onr newlv-nequired and remote pro~seasions, there s,
inmy judemem, butone plan by which they can e saved from dire
ealumitics, it not entire estermination, and Uit is. to colonize them in
suttable locations, limited in extent, soad distant ns possible fiean the
white settlements, and 1o teach and aid them to devote themseh es to
the cultivation of the soil and the raising of stork, 1his phim wonld
Le attended with considerable cost in the ontser, as will any other that
can be snggested for their safety and permanent weltire ; bt the ex-
penses would diminizh from year 1o year, and in the end it would, [
i contiddenty, be el the most economical that can be devised,
Thus fur we nave adopted no particular or systematic course of policy
in regord o any of these Indiaus exeept those in Calitornia. They
have been left to roam over iimnen-¢ distriets ol country, frequently
(r.umiug into hostile collision with our citizens, and (‘uh)lni!fiﬂg depredii-
tions and outrages upon them, as well as upon those of a neigh oring
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republie.  The prirsuits of the chase no longor nﬂb.r(ling tho!n an ‘nde-
quate subsistence, in consequence of the increasing scarcity of the
vame, necessity alone must olien force them into these aggressions upon
the whites for the mere purpose of obtaining necessary food.  FFailing
to restrain and control them, we are obligated and bound, by every
principle of vight and justice, to indemnily those who suffer trom their
depredations. "I'he present condition of things continuing, there can
be uo doubt that the amonnts which will be required to pay for such
depredations, added 1o the cost ol maintaining, at great expense, an
otherwise unnecessarily large military torce in the distant territories
occeupicd by these Indians, wounld far more than suflice, even tor the
first few and ozt expensive years of the system, for the whole cost of
concentriting and sustaining the Indinns in the mamer sugaested.  As
the only apparent. practicable and humane arrangement, calenlated to
remedy existing evils and to prevent future ealamity to these people, I
teel constrained to give it my earnest recommendation. It has already
heen in part sametioned in regard to the Indians in Calitornia, aud during
the present vear it has heen tried with a portion of those in New Mex-
ico, with an enconraging degree of success.  Indeed, the history nnd
coudition of the Pueblo Indians amply attest its entive practicability.
It is strongly recommended for the Indians in "Fexus by onr experienced
and eflicient principal agent there, who siates that he has consulted
them upon the subjeet; that some are anxious for the adoption of such
a system; and that all would gladly yield and submit w1t He indi-
cates particular districts of conmtry ns suitable for fixed locations for
them, and turnishes an estimate of the cost of concentrating sund munin-
taining them for the fivst vear, as follows :

tst. Routhern Cominches: for subsistence, agricaltural imple-

ments, seeds, wagons and eaen, stock cattle, blacksmith

work, and contingent expenses. ..o L. $28,810
2d, fonies, Ana-dah-kas, Wacoes, ‘Tah-wali-carros, and Wich-

ctas,the=mme. oo o oL ..., e vee-.. 25,810
b Ton-ka-hues, Lipans, and Musaleros, the sme. ... .. ... 28,510

Imall. oo .. B N L B {1

The distriets designated by the agent are within the bomndaries of
"Texas, but remote from any of the settlements, and presenting bat little
inducemient for a white population. It would be essential to the sue-
cess of the plan, however, that the United States be invested with
exclusive jurisdiction and supreme control over the reservations, in
order cflectually to proteet the Indians from unlawful intrusions, to
guard against improper interconrse hetween them and the whites, and,
especially, to prevent the introduction into their midst of that curse of
their race, ardent spirits. :

B few ontrages of an aggravated chiaracter have been reported as
having occurred among the Indians in New Mexico since the last an-
nual report.  In the carly part of the present scason, the late governor
and superintendent of Indian affairs theve formed the project of remov-
ing all the Indinns that were within that part of the territory extending
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from jts southern and eastern boundary to the Arkansas on the north,
and the Rio Grande on the west, and colonizing them, in suitable loca-
tions, on the west side of the last named river.” Such of them as were
consulted upon the subject readily assented to the proposition, and a
small portion were removed accordingly, and arrangements made for
furnishing them with a limited ‘supply of subsistence, until the crops
which were planted for their beneht could mature. They remained
quiet und peaccable, and manifested a proper disposition to aid and
assist in the agricultural Jubor, But no such enterprise having been
sanctioned by Congress or the Execcutive, and the very limited means
provided for the Indian service in the territory being entirely inade-
quate, this office felt constrained to order a suspension of further pro-
ceedings until the whole subject could be fully considered, the best
course of permanent policy determined, and the means necessary 10
carry it out provided. The present governor und superintendent sug-
gests and recommends a different mrrangement—that cessions be ob-
tained from all the Indians in the territory of their lands in the vicinity
of the white settlements, und annuities in money allowed them therefor,
out of which payment shall regularly be made for all the depredations
which the Indians may commit.  He thinks that this plan would be
the most cconomical, and that the constant liability to this tax upon
their annuities would restrain the Indians from the perpetration of their
usual outrages upon our citizens. T'o such an arrangement, however
there are grave objections,

Paying for depredations committed by Indians out of their anrmities,
instead of vperating as a check upon them, serves, with the vicious
inclined, rather us an incentive to the practice.  The eriminal alone 1s
not made tn[pny the pennlty, as, in oll cases of any consequence, his
Froportion of the annuity is wholly inadequate for that purpose. The
oss falls upon the whole tribe in common—the innocent and well-dis-
poscd heing made to sufler cqually with the guilty ; the Iatter reaps
all the advantage of his crime, and pays only an inconsiderable pro-
rata part of the compensation made. ~ Nor do the Indians feel the c}léct
of the penalty at the time of the perpetration of the offence, when, if at
all, it would be best calculated to make a salutary impression. ‘I'he
payment is made by the government for the depredation_out of their an-

3

regret (o say that these roports make known a state of things much less
favorable, with respect to the practicability, expense, and pr(_)bublc suc-
cess of this plan of operations, than was anticipated from the information
ossessed when it was authorized bf' Congress and sanctioned by the
*resident. It appears that snitable lacations cannot be found or can-
not properly be made in North California for the Indiaus in that quarter.
Their removal and colonization will, therefore, it is apprehended, be
attended with greater difliculty and expense than was expected.  And
instead of there being ample territory for the purpose belonging to the
United States, us was supposed, it also scems that, in the only sections
of country proper for the location of the Indians, we muy bg compelled,
in order to obtain the necessary reservations, to incur considerable ex-
pense in making extensive purchases of existing claims to the lands,
founded wpon pre-cniption rights and Spanish and Mexican grants.
Considering the dilliculty now encountered in finding sui{ablc locations,
the wonderful growth of the State, and the consequent rapidly-increasing
necessity for agricultural lands, I am impressed with the painful appre-
hension that long hefore the Indians can be domesticated and fitted to
become a constitacnt part of the permanent population of the State,
they must necessarily again he encroached upon and ousted from their
reservations. The superintendent reponts, that under the counsel and
advice of the congressional represcatatives of the State he shall pro-
ceed to purchase the individual rights to lands embraced in the reserva-
tions, subject to ratification by Congress ; and it also appesrs that, in
addition to subsistence, he is making arrangements to supply the Indi-
ans with stock, agricultural implements, sceds, and other means of
selsupport and improvement.  "These praceedings are not warranted
either by the law or his instructions, but are in contravention of both,
though there can be no doubt that the plan, in being restricted by the
law to the mere removal and subsistence of the Indians, is radically
defective.  Considerations of economy and philanthropy—the interests
of the government, as well as the permanent welthre of the Indians—
equally and alike require that the plan be so enlarged as to l])rovide all
the esseutial means and instrumentalities of improving, civilizing, and
making them a selt-sustaining people.
In conformity with a proviso in the law, the three agencies in Cali-

nuitics, but they do not realize the fact until their funds are distributed— 3 fornia have been abolished, leaving the superiitendent only to manage
moml_ls, probably, afier the offence-—which being then forgotten or ./ and control the hundred thousand Indians in that State. However
but little thought of, the deduction from their funds is regnrded as an % active and energetic he may be, the utter impracticability of his being
act of hardship and injustice, “‘ able, unaided and alone, to discharge even a material part of the nu-

At the last session of Congress an appropriation of $250,000 was
made to defray the expenses of removing the Indians in California to
sfive military reservations,” of not more than twenty-five thousand
acres each, and subsisting them there, should the President of the United
States approve this plan of operations. It having received his sanction,
suitable instructions for. carrying it into effect were promptly issued to
the superintendent of Indian affairs for that State, then in this city ; but
in consequence of the length of time unfortunately consumed ‘in his
overland journcy, the requisite initiatory measures for that purpose
have been somewhat delayed, Reports upon the subject have only
veen recently received from him, copies of which are appended. 1

merous and complex duties towards the Indians and the government,
necessarily incident to the new system of operations, must be too
manifest to need the least aigument,

It is understood that an important feature of the plan, as originally
projected, was the substitation for the three principarngehls, who' have
been discharged, of five sub or minor agents—one for each reservation;
and the supertintendent reports that it is essential to the success of the
scheme that they be provided.

As in Texas and New Mexico, our relations with the Indians in Utah
and Oregon remain ‘in'a very unsettled and precavious condition, aris-
ing out of the constant and unavoidable encroachments upon their ter-
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ritorics by the whites, and no provision being made for indemnifying
and placing them beyond the reach of the injurics thus inflicted. ~ Al-
ready have difticulties ot a serious charucter, resulting in bloolshed and
loss of the lives of valuable citizens, taken place. Indeed, hostilities
with the Indians jn all these scctions of country may he snid to be
constantly impending, the occurrence of which in either would, in all
probability, involve an mmount of expense far exceeding the cost of
arrangements that would sceure peace and tranquillity with the various
tribes, and at the smme time tend to promote :!wir domestication and
permanent welfire,

In view, however, of the uncertainty necessarily attending all spece-
ulations upon the question of the proper conrse of policy to be pursued
towards l,w Indians in our remote territories, and the impnssi‘)ilily of
forming conclusions of a reliable character from the diverse, varying,
and often contradictory snggestions and recomnmendations of the difler-
ent agents and others, it is respectfully suggested, as o wise und pru-
dent precaution, that commissioners—able, impartial, upright, and
practical men—be appointed, as soon as possible, to proceed to Texas,
California, and the 'f'(‘n'ilori('s of New Mexico, Utah, Oregon, and
Washington, for the purpose ol investigating the whole subject of our
Indian relations there, and of negotinting and recommending such con-
ventional and other arrangements as may be required to place them
upon a safe, stable, and satisfactory footing,

The numerous claims tor [ndian depredations from nearly all sections
of the country where there is iatercourse and proximity between the
whites and Indians, are a source of great perplexity and embarrass-
ment,  The act of June 80, 1834, «to rcgu\ute trade and intercourse
with the Indian tribes and to preserve peace on the frontiers,” guaran-
tees indemnity for such depredations upon the property of our citizens
committed by tribes in amity with the Unitml States ; and provides
that they shall be paid for out of the annuities of the Indians, it they
receive any, otherwise out of the treasury.  ‘The requisite authority to
adjudicate and pay the latter class of claims, in like manner with other
recognised obligations, bas uever been given; while, in respect to the
former, the power to pay them ount of the unnuities is virtually abro-

ated by provisions contained in acts making appropriations for the In-
%ian department, passed at the last two sessions of Congress ; requir-
ing, as they do, all annuities and other Indian moueys to be paid
dircetly to “the Indian or Indians to whom they are due per capita,
and withovt deduction for any purpose whutever, * unless the imperi-
ous interest of the Indian or Indians, or some treaty stipulation, shall
require the rnymcnt to be made otherwise, under the special direction
of the President.”” Compensation for depredations not being required by
treaty stipulation, nor by any imperious interest of the Indinns, payment
of this latter class of claims must, therefore, also fall upon the treasury;
and appropriations should be made by Congress to cnable the depart-
ment to fulfil these just and recognised obligations towards our frontier
citizens, who are so liable to sufler from such depredations,

"The results of long and ample experience conclusively prove that
the money-annuity system has done as much, if not more, to cripple
and thwart the efforts of the government to domesticate and civilize our
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Indian tribes, than any other of the many serious obstacles with which
we have had to contend. As a princip]c, applicable with but occa-
sionnl exceptions so long as an Indian remains in expectation of money
from the govermment, it 1s next to impossible to induce him to take the
first step towards civilization, which step is to settle himself' in a fixed
habitation and commence the cultivation of the soil.  However inade-
quate the pittance he may be entitled to receive, he continues to look
orward to it in the vague expectation of its sufliciency 3 and lives on
from year to year an idle and dependent being, and dies miscrably as
he had lived  Whatever may be the extent of consideration allowed
for lands hereafier ceded to the government by an undomesticuted tribe,
it should cousist chicfly of goods, subsistence, ngricultural implements,
and assistance, stock animals, and the means of mental, moral, npd
industrinl education and waining.  Let thisiprinciple be adopted with
all the tribes, wherever located, to whom we have not set the pernicious
precedent of payments in money, and thus freed from the injurious
cilects of money annuities, they will present 1 more tavorable field for
the eftorts of the philantbropist and Christian,

The present license system, by which, under the Intercourse act,
trade is regulated among the Tndian tribes, is defective ; and, as admin-
istered for many years, it has become aun evil of magnitude. The
whole trade of the Indian tribes is thrown into a few hands—a monop-
oly is built up, und nn interest fostered, which from the very nature of
things hecomes torinidable, and is linble to be wiclded against the views
and wishes of the government, and the true interest of the Indians,

"The conversion of the debts due by individual Indians to their traders
into what is known or denominated as * National Debts,” and the z:r—
proprintion of the annuities for their payment, is unjust to all the Indi-
ans who pay their obligations, and who are endeavoring by their own
application and labor to sustain themselves, and is the fruitful source
of corruption and fraud, and should meet with no favor from the officers
of the government.

There is no absolute necessity for the employment by Indian tribes
of attorneys or agents to attend to their business at the seat of govern-
ment.  In the dependent condition of the Indians, it is the duty of the
government, as their guardian, to cause afl matters of « business char~
acter with thewn to be so conducted as to preclude the necessity of the
mtervention of this class of persons.

The act, approved June 80, 1834, “to regulate trade and intercourse
with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontier,” requires
important modification to make its provisions applicable to the existing
condition of Indian relations. Nearly twenty years ‘have elapsed since
its adoption, and the consequent natural changes within this period ren-
der it necessary that additional legislation should be had to conform to
the present and anticipated state of our Indian affairs. Defects are
found to exist in eeveral scctions of the act which would render them
inoperativo in cases where tho law is violated. A new code of regu-
lations is greatly needed for this branch of the public service. That
how in force was ndopted many years since, and, in many particulars,
has become obsolete or inapplicable, especially in our new and distant
territorics. The regulations now existing are based upon laws in force

N
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respecting Indian aflairs, and the President has authority, under the act

of June 80, 1834, providing for the organization of the department of

Indian Aflairs, to prcscribc such rules us he may think fit for carrying
into effect its provisions.

The appropriations for the current expenses of our rewote Indian
service, lor the present year, being far short of the sums estimated
therefor, and entirely inadequate, deficiencies, probably to full the
amount of the reductions made in the estimates by Congress, will have
to be provided for at the next session of that body.

The traffic in ardent spirits with the Indians, to whom it.is so de-
moralizing and ruinous, still actively and extensively prevails; less
however within the confines of the Indian country, it 1s l)elicvcd, than
along its borders, where there is no law, and no power on the part of
the gencral govermment te restrain it.  Uhis traflic is here carried on
with impunity by a set of lawless harpies, as reckless as they are mer-
ciless in pursuit of the ill-gotten gains to be thereby ncquired,  Some
years since a strong appeal was mude by the head of’ this department
to the authorities of several of the frontier States, for the purpose of en-
deavoring to procure such legislation on the partof those States as
would tend to uproct this widespread evil, but without success,  Hence
it still flourishes in violation of all law, human and divine; the fruitivl
source of' crime and untold misery, and the frequent cause of serious
brawls and distuthances upon the frontiers, as well as within the Indian
country. It having been iound that the Indians, on the faith of their
annuities, frequently obtain liquor on credit from the class of persons
referred to, und that they collect these ** whisky debts” at the annuity
payments, to the prejudice of the licensed and legitimate traders among
the Indians, it is intended herealier, as far as possible, to keep such
persons out of the Indian country entirely, and especially at the time
of the payments,

As among the best of the many recommendations made of lute years
for the correction of evils connccted with our Indian systewm, I would
call attention to that contained in the annnal report of Iast year, in favor
of the substitution of new treaties for the heterogencous mass now ex-
isting, and which, in many respects, are found to be crudo, inharmoni-
ous, and often contradictory. ‘I'his meaaure tnight be made the means
of simplifying our relations with the various tribes with which we have
treaty stipalations; of insuring a more judicious and beneficial npplica-
tion of their funds, and of promoting cconomy in the administration of
our Indian affiirs, .

The preparation of the fourth volume of the work ‘o the history, con-
dition, and prospects of the Indian tribes of the United States, is nearly
completed, and it will be published with as little delay as practicable.
. 'I‘Ee wholc amount payable and to be expended for nn(‘ on account
of the Indinn service, the present fiscal year, is $1,016,736 60,

Of which $632,907 81 is for moncy annuities;

136,676 60 for goods and provisions ;
61,961 89 ‘or educational purposes ;
94,318 S0 foragriculturaland mechanical assistance ; and
189,870 60 for other miscellancous purposes for the ben-
efit of the Indians.

B

RRPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER. 23

In the annual report of last year the fict was referred to that stipula-
tions in various Indian treaties requiring large amounts to be investedin
safe and profitable stocks, for the benefit of the Indians, have nover been
carried out; the United States having setained the principal and paid
the interest thercon from the treasury from year to year. The abligation
and the advantage to the United States of making these investments, as
provided for by the several treaties, were fully sct forth, and appropri-
ations for that purpose recommended. It was n]so' suggested, lfor rea-
sons cogently stated, ag¢ being advisable to- invest in hke manner the
considerable amounts fanded, or “held in trust” for Indians by. the
United States, and on which an annual interest is paid from the trea-
sury; as well as such sums as would produce the amounts of the * per-
manent annuitics” and other permanent annual dues paid to aad ex-
pended for various tribes.  The several amounts to be thus invested,
should the suggestion be approved, are as follows, viz:

1st. Amount required by treaty stipulations to be in-
vested in stocks, but which has not been..........
2d. Amount funded or *held in trust,” and interest paid
thereon by the United States. . ..ooviiiaieeanetnn
3d. Principal at 6 per cent. of “permanent annuities”
and other permanent dues paid to and expended an-
nually for various tribes.. ... ..ieeean ceee

$2,396,600 00
4,344,000 00

2,825,000 00

$9,665,600 00

The judicious investment of this large sum, while in no case preju-
dicial to the interests of the Indians concerned, and capable of being
inade, to some extent, beneficinl to them, would be attended with gd-
vantage to the United States—first, in absorbing a considerable portion
of the present large and useless surplus of funds accumulated in the
treasury ; and, sccond, in relieving the government from the payment
of the immense sums which the annual interest and payments on the
above-stated principals must eventually amount to—the interest equal-
ling the principal every twenty years. Nor would this measure be
without advantage to the States whose stocks might be sclected, and
to the community gencrally, diffusing, as it would, a considerable sum
throughont the country, and keeping at home valuable means of invest-
ment, as well as the interest thercon, which might otherwise have to
be sent abroad,

I deem it proper to call your attention to the fact, that ‘“the act to
establish the Territorial government of Washington,” approved Mgquh
2, 1853, makes no provision for the appointment of Indian ugents within
that territory. It is very desirable tEut the omission should be supplied
by Congress as early as practicable during the next session, .

The governor and ex-officio superintendent of Indian affairs for this
Territory having been charged by the Secretary of War with the
exploration and survey of a northern route for_the proposed railroad to
the Pacific, was directed to avail himself of the opportunities thus af-
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forded to acquaint the department, as fully as possible, with the con-
dition of Indian affairs in that quarter. ‘T'o his letters, which have been
written from time to time while en route, you arg respecitully referred,
as not only aftording important informnation, bnt as containing many
valuable saggestions and recommendations with regard o the future

olicy of the government relative to those Tudian tribes with whom he
Eas had communication.

On the important and deeply interesting subject of the civilization
and improvenment of our Indians, I have but little to say ; less, doibt-
Yess, thun inny be expected, considering the flatering accounts of’ the
srapid improvement” and “rapid advancement in civilization’' of the
various frontier tribes generally, contained in the reports on the sub-
jeet of their condition and prospects,  Judging from these in past
years, most of the tribes that bave been uiler our immediate supervi-
sion, for considerable periods, should by this time have attained to an
advanced state of civilization and improvement 3 but, unhappily, his
is not the case with any; yet, that many have made an encovraging
degree of progress, in ucquiring the elemexts of'a rude civilization, can-
not be denied. F'he circumstance of their having abandoned the hun-
ter staie, with most of its wild hubits and characteristics, and ndopted
the more peaceful and profitabie pursuit of agriculture, is, of itselty o
great and important step in the tedious process of their civilization.
And, to the full extent of the.resources availablo for that purpose, every
favorable opportunity has been seized upon by the government, nnd by
most of the Christian denominations throughout the I, to introduce
and inultiply amongst them the means and instramentalities ol educa-
tion and moral and sociul elevation.

Much has certainly been effected, but lar more remmins yet to be
done, to secure und accomplish the full und complete regencration of
this singalar but interesting race within our borders; but the ohject
is & noble one, und in all respeets deserving of the attention and en-
ergies of the government and of a great Christian people.

Very respecttully, your obedient servam,
GEO. W. MANYPENNY,
Cummissioner,
Hon. R. McCrBLLAND, )
Secretary of the Intcrior,

SCHEDULE. P4

Reports of Superintendcnts of Indian  Afuirs, Agents, Supcrintendents and
Peachers of Schonls i the Tndian couritry, §c., accompan ying the annuual
repurt of the Commissioner of Tndian Affieirs, for the year 1853,

No. 1.—Instructions from the Seerctary of the Interior to Commis-
sioner George \Vi Muuz\"pn«?y.‘[

Vo. 2.—Itepart of Commissioner G, W. Manypenny'. .
f‘\lg :I.~-=§u:m:t of Marcus I1. J(')husnn, sub-ngom f'm: n\'cvanr.k I_ndmns.
No. 4.—Report of Henvy C. Gilbert, agent for Indians in Michigau,
No. #.—~Mission repert of Rev. Jzum"s Shaw,

No. G.—Mission report of Rev. A. Bingham.
No. 7.—Mission report of Rev. George Smith,

Vo. S.—~School report of Right Rev. P. P. Lefevre.
No.  9.—chool report of” A. Lacoste, )

No. 10.—Mission report of Rev, FOIHL Cumming,.

NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 11.—Report of su}wrintcnd('nt Francis Huebschmann,
No. 12.—Report of sub-agent John V. Suydam.

No. 13.~—Abstract of school reports, by John V., Suydam.
No. 14.—School report of Jeremiah Slingerland.

MINNESOTA SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 15.~Report of Gov. Willis A. Gorman, superintendent ¢z gffica.
No. 16.—Report of agent D. B, Herriman,
No. 17.—School report of James Loyd Breck.
No. 1S.—School report of Sherman Hall,
No. 19.—Report of agent J. K. Fletcher.
No. 20.——Scllmol report of Francis D, Vivaldi,
No. 21.—{teport of agent R. G. Murphy. -
o 22.—Mission report of Rev. Thomas J. Williamson.
No. 23.—Mission report of Rev. 5. R. Riggs.
No, 24.-~Farm report of P. Prescott,

CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY,

No. 26.—Tleport of superintendent A. Cumming,
No. 26.—Report of agent John W, Whittield.
No. 27.—8clool report ot D, Lykins,

No. 28.—School report of J. B, Duerink.

No. 24.—-Report of agent D. Vanderslice,

No, 30.—School report of 8. M. Irwin,

No. 31.—Schoo! report of Surah Rea

No. 32.—School report of James Williamns.
No. 33.—Furm report of Harvey W. Forinan,
No. 34.—Necport of agent B. F., Robinson.
No. 85.~-School report of * Friends.”
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SCHEDULE,

86.—8chool report of E, S. Morse and J. G. Pratt
37.-~School report of Fraucis Barker.

38.——School report of ‘I'homas Johnson.

89.—Iteport of ngent B. A, Jumes, Swe ¢ oy Agay ~ /2P
40.—Mission report of Rev. Jotham Mecker.

41.——"0})0n of ngent James M. Gatewood,

42.-~School report of William Hmmilton.

43.—Report of agent Allred J. Vaughn,

44.—Report of agent 'Thomas Fitzpatrick.

SOUTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY,

46.~Report of superintendent Thomas S. Drew,
46.—Report of agent A, J. Dorn.
47.—8chool report of John Schoenmaker.
48.—Report of agent George Butler,
49.-—Mission and school report of Rev. S, A. Worcester.
$0.—School report of H. D. Reese.
61.—8chool report of D, B, Cummings.
62.—1teport of agent W. H. Garrett,
63.—School report of D, P. Aspberry. .
64.—School report of E. Stidham.
65.—8chool report of Mary Lewis.
66.—School report of "Thomas B. Ruble.
67.~Mission report of Rev. K. B. Duncan,
58 —School report of 'Thomas C. Carr,
59.—~School report of R. M, Loughridge.
60.—School report of Willian H. Templeton,
61.—School report of D. G. Watson,
62.—School report of A, L. Hay.
63.—Report of sub-agent B, H. Smithson.
64.—Report of agent A. J. Swmith,
656.—School report of J. C. Robinson.
65.—Report ot agent D. H. Cooper.
67.—School report of Jnson D. Chamberlain,
6S.~School report of Edwin Lathrop.
69.—School report of H. B. Wright.
70.-—8chool report of C. Kingsbury.
71.—8chool report of R. D. Potts,

.72.—School report of Alexander Reid.

73.—School report of E. Hotchkins.
74.—~S8chool report of Cyrus Byington.
76.—3chool report of John Harmﬁ
76.—8Bchool report of W. L. McAlister.
77.—School report of N. M. Talbott,

TEXAS. -

78.—~Report of principal special agent R. 8. Neighbors’

" amn gy

SOHEDULE. 27
NEW MEXICO.

No. 79.—Report of Governor D, Meriwether, superintendent ex officio.
No. 80.—Report of ugent E. A Graves.

UTAH,

No. 803.—Ieport of Gov. Brigham Youug, superintendent ex officio.
No. S1.—Report of agent J. H. Holman.

OREGON,

No. 82.—Iteport of superintendent Joel Palmer.
No. $23.—Instructions from superintendent Palmer to agent Jos. M

Garrison.
WASHINGTON.

No. 83.—Instructions to Gov 1. I. Stevens, superintendent ez officio.
No. 8t.—Letter from Gov. L 1 Stevens, superintendent, &e.
No. $6.—Letter from Gov. 1, I; Stevens, superinten(lem, &ec.
No. 86.—Letter from Gov. 1. 1. Stevens, superintendent, &c.
No. S7.—Instructions of Gov. L 1. Stevens to Lieut, Mullen.
No. 88.—Instructions of Gov. L. L Stevens to A. Culbertson,

CALIFORNIA.

No. §0.—Instructions from the Secretary of the Interior to superin-
tendent Beale. . .

No. 90.-—Instructions from the Sccretary of the Interior to supenn-
tendent Beale.

‘0. 91.—Report from superintendent Beale,

No. 92.—Report from superintendent Beale, ,

No. 93.—Report of H. B. Edwards to superintendent Beale. .

No. 94.—Letter from superintendent Beale 19 Commissioner Indian
Afliirs,

No. 95.—Letter from superintendent Beale to Hon. Messrs. Gwin and
Latham,

No. 96.—Statement of Hon. William M, Gwin,

No. 97.-~Letter to superintcndent Beale from Hon. John B. Weller.

No. 98.—ILetter from Hon. J. A. McDougal to superintendent Beale.

No. 99.—Letter from Lieutenants Stoneman, Williamson & Puarke, to
superintendent Beule. \

No. 100.—Estimate of expenses for removing Indians. . :

No. 101.—Letter from Commissioner of Indian Affairs to superintendent

Beule,
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No. 1.

Dervarrsment or Tue Inrerior,
Washington, August 18, 1863,

Stz The Cougress of the United States having by the second sce-
tion of the act approved 8d March, 1853, entitledl ¢ An act making
appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of the Indian de-
partment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indinn t “bes,
for the year ending June thirtict?l, one thousand cight hundred and fify-
four,” authorized the President of the United States “to enter into ne-
gotiation with the Indinn tribes west of the States of Missouri and
Towa, for the purpose of securing the assent of suid tribes to the settle-
ment of the citizens of the United States upon the lands claimed by
snid’ Indians, and for the purpose of extinguishing the title of said tribes,
in whole or in part, to said {unds,” you have bheen designated by the
President, in accordance with the requirement of' the third section of
the act of Congress, approved 27th February, 1861, as the officer of
the Indian depurtment to conduct those negotiations.

It is believed, however, that much good will result from a prelimina-
1y visit among the Tndians, and an exploration of' the country in qucs-
tion; and for this purpose, and with a’ view to obtain all the informa-
tion necessary to the preparation of full and detailed instructions as to
the terms and conditions of the treaties to be made, you are requested
:lo proceed at once to the Indian country and discharge this preliminary

uty.

S)l’myld you deem it expedient and proper, however, to enter into any
negotiations with the tribes in question, or cither of them, for the extin-
guishment of their title to the lands now claimed by them, or for secur-
ing their assent to their settlement by citizens of the United States, you
are fully authorized, in the exercise of a sound discretion, aided by your
experience in the management of our Indian relations, to do so.

You will be ailowed such reasonable expenses as you may be sub-
Jected to in the exceution of this appointment, of which you will keep
an account, and to defrny which, and for such presents to the Indians
as you may deem necessary and proper, you are authorized to draw
upon the department for such portions of the appropriation of 3d March
last as may be required.

I have this day requested the Sceretary of War to give orders to the
commanding officers of the military posts on your route to provide you
with suitable escorts, should you require any, and doubt not that he
will do so. )

I would suggest that you avail yourself of the oppartunity afforded
by this visit among the Indinns to Inform; yourself, as fully as possible,
in respect to_any matters in which the United States or the Indjans
are interested, about which any difficulties are known to exist.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. McCLELLAND, Secretary.

Col. Geo. W. ManyrenNY,

Commissioner of Tndinn An.:...
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No. 2,

DrranryeNT or THE INTERIOR,
Office of Indian Afluirs, November 9, 1853,

Sm: I have the honor to state that, on the receipt of vour communi-
cation of the 18th of August last, informing me that the President had
designuted me as tho oflicer of the Indinn department to whom was
cntrusted the duty of conducting the negotintions with the Tndian tribes
weost of the States of Missouri and Iowa, authorized by the second sec-
tion of an act of Congress of the 8d of March, 1863, 1 i‘lmnedi:ilely
left Waushington, and repaired to the ]ndinn"(-mmtry, to discharge the
preliminary duties embraced in my instmc(xpus, and now beg leave
respectfully to rclpml, that 1 entered the Indian contry on the 2d of
September, and left it on the 11th of October, having occupied the in-
tervening time in visiting and talking with various trﬁms,.nnd in obtain-
ing from all sources of credit within my reach such information as
might be useful and necessary in forming the basis of the treaties con-
templated by the act of Congress. .

As I spproached the borders of the Indian country, I found some of
the people discussing with considerable warmth, in the press and other-
wise, the question whether that country was not then open to occupa-
tion and ‘scttlement by the citizens of the United States; and, in some
instances, those who an'eld to the right to settle in the Indian country
had goue over to explore with the intention to locate in it.  'This dis-
cussion and these explorations had a very unfavorable influcnce on the
Indian mind, ‘The Indians werc alarmed. Reports reached them that
lurge bodies of whité men were coming into their conntry to take posses-
eion of and drive them from it. Muny of them were contemplating the ne-
cessity of defending themselves; and the proposition was abroad among
some of the Indians for n grand council, at which they should (as one
said to me) light up their fires after the old Indian fashion, and confed-
crate for defence.

From the time that the original Indian title to the couutry was ox-
tinguished, under the authority of the act of the 28th May, 1830, and
the tribes transplanted from the States and Perritorics east of the Mis-
sissippi - and located in it, until after the adjournment of the last Con-
gress, it had always been considered a country set apart and dedicated
to Indian uses and purposes; and it was equally well understood, before
that time, that no person other thun an Indian could reside there except
by permission of the government, aud for a special purpose.

‘The enunciation, therefore, of the opinion that the country was open
to occupation and settlement, at the time it was promulgated, was most
unfortunate, ,

Congress had just before, by act of the 8d of March, directed the
President to enter into negotiations with the Indian tribes west of the
States of Missouri and Iowa, for the purpose of securing the assent of
said tribes ta the settlement of the citizens of the United States upon

the lands claimed by thein, and for the purnnse af avtinmichine .t
fitla en sl 3+ =
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fore the discussion of the subject and exploration of their country com-
menced.

In many councils the effeet of this enuuciation was evident; and in
some instances I was unable, while in council, to obtain the calin con-
sideration of the Indians to the subject-matter of my talk, owing to the
excited state of their minds, resulting from the apprehension that their
country wus about ta he taken from them without their consent, and
without any consideration being puid them for it; ‘and some even sup-
posed that the abject of iy visit was to fiver suchi a design,

As I progressed in my 'uumuy, and the councils which T held with
various tribes incrensed T number, § was happy to perceive a better
state of feeling—-a willingitess to listen, to be advised, and an ossurance
of confidence and dependence on their great father, and a determina-
tion to receive tavorably the message 1 hore from him to them.

While in the Indian country I held conncils with the Omahas, Ottnes
and Missourias, Sucs and Foxes of Missouri, Kickapoos, Delawares,
Wyandotts, Shawnees, Pottawatomies, Sacs and Foxes of the Missis-
sippi, Chippewas ol Swan creck and Black river, Ottowus, Pearvias,
and Kaskaskias, Weas and Pinnkeshaws, and Mimmnies. 1 was desir-
ous of se ing and talking with the Pawnees, Kansas, Osages, Quapaws,
Senecas, and Shawnees and Senccas, hut found it impossible to do so,
without spending more time in the country than was deemed consistent
with my duties at Washington, in view of the near approach of the
mec(ing of Congress, N '

The 'nggregate population of the tribes with whom I held councils,
according to the best data, is (ourteen thousand three hundred and
cighty-tour (14,384) souls, and the uggregate quantity of land held by
them is cstimated ‘at thirteen yhillions two hundred and twenty thou-
sand four hundred and cighty (13,220,480) acres, or about nine lnsndred
and twenty (920) acres ta euch soul,

The aggregate population of the Pawnces, Kansas, Osages, Qua-
paws, Scnecas, and Shawnces and Scnecas, according to the same
data, is eleven thousand five hundred and ninety-seven (11,697) souls,
and the aggregate quantity of land held by thein is estimated at eigh-
teen millions three hundred and ninety-nine thonsand two hundred
(18,399,200) acres, or about fificen hundred and cighty-six (1 1H806) neres
to each soul.

All the tribes that I visited and talked with, except the Omahas,
Ottoes and Missourias, are Indians who were rmunvcdl from ‘Ohio and
other western States to the Indian country, and located there on speci-
fic grants of land, in pursuance of treaty stipulations, and with the
express understanding that their present were to be their permanent
homes so long as they existed as tribes or nations.

In some treatics it was provided that patents should issue to them;
but in no case was the power of alienation granted, or any provision
made, by which the lands conld be divided and held in severalty.

Every tribe with whom 1 held council, with the exception” of the
Weas and Piankeshaws, the Peorias and Kaskaskias, (who own only
266,000 acres,) and the Shawnees, retused to dispose of any portion of
their lands, as their first response to my talk. "Uhe small tribes above
named proposed at once to dispose of the m st of their lands, and inti-
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mated that if they could make satisfuctory arrangements for a home
they would scll the whole of it. .

The Shawnces, as their only reply, proposed to sell to the United
States one willion of acres, reserving to themselves six hundred thou-
sand (600,000) acres adjoining the State of Missouri. They number
some 930 souls. ) »

The Chippewas, who own 8,320 acres and nunber thirty (30) souls,
and the Oitowas, who own 8,400 acres and number two hundred and
forty-seven (247) souls, declined to dispose of their lands, or any por-
tion of them, on the ground that they were pleased with their location,
desired to remain, and thought, in view of the anount of prairie land in
their grants, they had no greater quantity than was necessary for them,
or than the snme number of white people would require,

The Omahas, Ottoes and Missourias, Ioways, and Miamies, deter-
mined, before the respective councils closed, to sell in each case the
halt or more of their respective tracty, The Kickapoos, Delawares,
Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, and the Pottawatomies, retfused perempto-
tily to sell any portion of their lands; and although the objections
made were of a trivial character, I was unable to remove them.

The Sacs and TFoxes of the Mississippi, who reside on the Osage
river, were divided; the Sacs were desirous of selling all the land, and
the Foxes opposed to selling any portion of it; but the latter being less
numerous than the former, proposed finally an equal division of both
land and annuities. - ‘

The Wyandotts have only 23,960 acres of land, and number 653
souls—less than 60 ncres to each soul.  Their tract is eligibly situated
in the forks of the Kansas and Missouri rivers, heing the purchase they
made of the Delawares. "Chey advised ma that it was their desire, 1t
the Territory of Nebraska should be organized, to make such changes in
their civil polity, and their relations to the government, as to conform
to the new order of things in the Territory; but did not give me their
views in relation to their lands.

Siuce ny return to Washington, I have ‘received a communication
from the Sucs and Foxes of Missouri, informing me that they had de-
termined to sell one half of their lands, and wished to be invited to the
seat of gavernment to make a treaty, Their agent, in a letter of the
same date, expresses the opinion that they will, in all probability, come
to the couclusion 1o dispose of the whole of their tract by the time the
period mrrives to make the treaty. ’ ‘

With several of the tribes I could have concluded treatics, but onl
on condition that each should reserve for a tribal home that part of their
land udjoining the States, There are graye objections to such a policy,
involving alike the interests and peace of the citizens of the States, of
those who may become residents of the Territory, and of the Indians
themselves. From the disposition manifested by some Indians of in-
fluence to acquiesce in the views submitted to them on this point, I was
of the opinion that, with these tribes, treatics on terms more favorable
to the government, and with provisions more. consistent with their per-
manent welfure and happiness, could be made after they had time for
discussion and reflection, which some of them requested should be
granted; and I therefore deomed it best to leave the subject with them,
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and confine myself to that branch of my instructions which made it my

duty to explore the country, aud obtain such information as would bhe

uselul, aud from which the data could be obtained to form, as near as
practicable, a mniform system of treatics,  Of the propricty of this
course I have now no doubt,

As a general thing, the Indians, who have been transplanted from
their former abodes to the fndian country, seemed to have a vivid recol-
lection of the assurances made to them, at the time of their removal,
that their present locations should be their permanent homnes, and that
the white race should never interfere with them or their possessions.

This point was prowinently put {orth by their speakers in aliost
every council, and was earnestly, imd sometimes elogquently, dwelt on
in their speeches, )

I replied that it was trae such assurances had been given to them,
and that in most instunces their Jonds had been secured to them by
treaty, so long as they should existas a tribe; but that their true inter-
ests required that these treaties shonld be cancelled, aund that new
ones should he made, adjusting their rights, aud so disposing o’ them
as to conform to the great mnd uvnexpected chimges that T taken
place. 1 admonished them that they qul not appreciated  the advan-
tages that had surrounded them in their uew homes; thia the govern-
ment had suonally approprinted Jarg- amounts of money to he ex-
pended among them for agricultural, educationn), and religions pur-
poses 3 that missionary establishments and schools had been reared in
their midst ; and that devoted wmen and women had lefi theiv homes
and the enjoyments and comforts of civilized Jife to dwell with them
as preachers and teachers, and had labored to win them from their
wild estate ind conduct them in the paths of civilizntion and religion,
‘I'hat but few of them had listened—adhering, as they -genevally did,
to the customs of their fathers and the heathen traditions which had

descended to them ; that they had preferred indolence to labor, vice to
virtue; that very many of them were the slaves of internperance, and
such was their thirst for ardent spirits that they would make any saceri-
fice to obtain it; and that therefore it was absolutely necessary, in their
present ignorant and enteebled condition, that they should abandon their
present possessions, and, i’ possible, abtain homes under the direction
ot their great father, where they would be less liable to temptation,
and where the cftorts of the government, and the labors of the nission-
ary, would be exempt from some of the embarrassments which now
surround them; and that if they, listened attentively and fuvorably, it
was to be hoped that in time an Indian community might be found in
the enjoyment of the blessings of’ civilization and’ religion, frec from
the slavish system of heathen idolatry under which all their fathers
lived, and to which a large portion of them appeared still to be
wttached.

, They were shown that the acquisitions of California, Oregon, and
New Mexico, and their rapid settlement by the white children of their
great father, were not favorable to them in their present location ;
that they were in the paths which led to these countries, and that the
almost innumerable emigrants who passed through the Indian country
were going there to make farms and towns; that, as a consequence ot
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their journeying n”nug‘h l‘hl' ranges r;!"lhf- bn[]hlr_», rih:n to them, in
their present condition, indispenzable animal—turoishing them not only
with meat, hut with hides, thetr most valnable article of ll'il!ll'l'—-—-\ ril3
disappraving, and that he would betore long leave the praivies, and
they would not he able 1o find him any more; that therefore they must,
in o very short time, abandon the hunt entively, or starve and die on
the pl:ni;ns; that they must make ap their minds to go to work as white
wen work s and that theretore it was a it and proper time for them
o entertain and favorably consider the proposition o dispoze of their
preseut bnds o their great father, and receive from him new hones,

At every couneil elorts were wade to enlighten the Indians, and to
impre<s their minds with the true condition of things around  them.
The<e eflints were uot withom eflect, as was apparent from the change
in their views and opinions as expressed to me; and it is hoped and
hedieved that the chiange will continne 1o go on until they will all see
“and determine o do that which best comports with their fature peace
and happiness,

T'he candition of these tribes is not ax prosperous ax [ was led to
expect, and 1an dree o sav that they have not advanced as rapidly
ax it was anticipated they would when they were removed to their
present homes,

tu some of the tribes there arve a ow medinm tarmers with the ne-
cessary comlonts, convericnees, and improvements of the white man;
it most of the teibes, ad in greater nuuthers, ave ta he found those
who bave rude improvements and ficlds, but who huve very few ot the
conveniences and condorts of civilized lite; while the great body of the
Indinnx ave yet anwilling to subinit thewscelves 1o labor, resist it as un-
becoming and oflenzive, indalge in indolence, aml seek every means
and opportunity to obtain whisky, which they drink to escess,

There ave some noble speeimens who have renonnced the maunners
and customs of the Indinn, and adopted those of the white man ;g and
who, smid the heathenizm that sarrounds them, bave professed the re-
ligion ot the Prince of Peace, and firmly maintain their position, and
use all their influence 1o reclaim and regenerate their race,

In the various schools T was enabled to visit I finnd groups of inte-
resting hndian children; and from examination made by we, as well
as lrom the opinons of their teachers, T am satislied that the Indian
youth ix capuble of equal mental enlture with the white, and will learn
as rapidly. Everything appeared 1o he comfortable and in order about
these missionary schools, and the chitdeen receive a fair English eduea-
tion in them 3 and the females, in addition, ave taught needlework, as
well as the ordinary domestic work of the mission house 3 and the
miales are taught the fabor of the mission farm. The childven unite,
motning and evening, with their spiritual instructors and teachers, in
singing praiscs to the Most High, and bow down with them in prayer
and supplication,  All this is done with cheerfulness ; and yet when you
go abroad and inquire for the Irair of this devoted missionary labor, but
little is to be found. Here and there will be seen an Indian man or
woman who has become a convert to the Christian fiith, and whose
works prove the sincerity of his or her profession.  But this number is
limited, as many of these youths, when theyreturn to their tribes be-
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come more wild and worse than the Indians who have not enjoyed
such advantages.

In my opinion, the agents appointed to reside with and take care of
these Indians, have not always been honest, faithful men.  Instances
have occurred where the agent deemed that he had discharged his duty
when he paid them their annuities, giving then littde, if any, attention
beyond this, from one onmuity payment to unother,  Other instances
there are where agents have no doubt aided the avaricious trader and
speculator to u{)pmprimc the amuitics to the benefit of this elass of
persons, and where the officer of govermment has appenred rather in
the attitude of agent for them, than in that of the gomrdian and protec-
tor of the rights of the ignorant Indian,

From my observation, and from information deemed reliable, 1 am
satisfied that abuses of the most glaring character have existed in the
Indian country, and that a radical reform is necessary there, in every
department connected with the Indian service.

The specific grants to different tribes west of Missouri and Jowa,

(what is generally termed Nebraska,) are in tructs that come up to the
western boundaries of those States, and run back west, n greater or
less distance, for quantity.  These grants embaody, no doulst, the best
lands in the Indian country,  The quuli!\)’ of the soil, for the most part,
is of u very supevior character, but portions of the lands arve entively
destitute of timber. A nuinber of roads to New Mexico, to Calitornia,
and Oregon, puss through this country over these lands, and are travelled
by numerous badies of emigrants every year,  These emigrants travel
through the Tudion country to their abodes on the Pacific (and their
number is not likely to decrease) without the protection of lw.  'T'here
is no lnw there but the “lutercourse aet,” and it gives them no protec-
tion whatever, Except the Wyandotts and Ottowas, who have some
simple laws, the Indian tribes in the Perritory are destitute of any pre-
scribed form of government.
t In my opinion, this state of things should not exist any longer.  The
emigrants und the Tiidiuns ought to have some preseribed law for their
sccurity ; and the Indians ought, as far as possi‘)lc, to be thrown out of
the lines of these thoroughfures, as no good results to them, in their pre-
sent condition, by coming in contuct with the emigrants,

It is to be hoped that most of the tribes will be @iiling, by next
spring, to abandon the idea of reserving portions of their present tracts
adjoining the States,  This appeared to be a cherished 1dea with the
Indinns, and they were, in my opinion, enceuraged in it by some of the
missionarics and traders, In my judgment, every good influence
within the reach of these people ought to be bronght to bear to induce
them to change their minds, and to consent to sell ull their lauds, and
obtain a new and more desirable home.  Individual Indinns there are,
no doubt, who, if they desired reservations in the respeclive tracts on
which they live, axe sufficiently advanced in civilization to take their
part with the white man, and to whom such reservations might well be

anted ; but beyond this, it is very desirable, for the interest of both
the red and the white man, that no reservations be made, but that the
different tribes be removed from the borders of the States, and located
in some less exposed place.
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These border tribes have lost much of the strength and self-sustaining
power of the truly wild Indian.  "They feel .their weakness, dqsire !?30
wotection of government, and are content if ‘thcy cun he m(lulgcq in
illeness, nnd, to some exten, gratified in their passions aud appetites.

They might, in my jndgment, with safety, be Iocntqd on small trpctf
of land contiguous to cach other, where the missionary operations
among them could be conducted more clliciently and with less means;
where the government ngents conld have daily supervision over them;
and where that portion of cach tribe who h.m'c_ made some n(annc‘qS,
and who desire to cnjo‘v the blessings of civilization, could have the m.d
and encouragement of cach other’s society and each other's experi-
ence 3 and where, in fine, all good influences could be concentrated to
coumeract those of an opposite character, which now, and ahways will,
beset the patlis of these unfortunate people,

A civil government should be organized over the Territory, The
Interconrse act is almost a dead letter, The United States court for
the district of Missouri and Arkansas is too far removed from the In-
dian country ; aud for Indian purposes alone, saying nathing of the pro-
tection of our emigration to the Pacific, a civil govermnent ought to be
organized there. In addition to this, the position of Nebraska, with re-
ferenee to our Pacilic possessions, renders it & matter of vast import-
ance that it be speedily opened, and actual settters invited into it on
the most liberal terma,

It is confidently expected that the necessary treaties can be made
with these border Indians during the months ot April and May, so that
ample time may be had for their consideration and ratification by the
Senate, ond for the establishinent of n territorinl government betore the
adjournment of the approaching session of Congress,

A superintendent of” Indinn aftairs in that ‘Territory, as the governor
doubtless would be, by virtue of his oflice, having a direct uversight
over all the Tndian service there, would esercise a most beneficinl in-
flucnce, not only on the horder Indians, but in a short time on the wild
Indians of the phins,

{t is submitted that the sum of money appropriated nt the last session
of Congress is not suflicient to negotiate u}l the necessary treaties, and
that it is desirnble, it not indispensable, that an additional appropriation
be made by Congress carly in the session.

It is but just to that portion of the people of the frontier of Missouri
and lowa, who entertain the opinion that there is no legal objection to
the oceupation and settlement of such parts of the Indinn country as are
notin the actunl occupancy of any Indian tribe by treaty stipulation,
to say, that they have abstained trom attempting to make any locations
or settlements in it,  Some have explored the country, but all, as far
as my information extends, have returned to await the action of the
exccutive department in making treaties, and the necessary legislation
for the organization of the "Perritory.

The statements, which appenr in the press, that a constant current
of emigration is flowing into t‘he Indian country, are destitute of truth,
On the 11th of October, the day on which I left the frontier, there was
no settlement made in any part of Nebraska. From all the information
I conld obtain, tlicre were but three white men in the Territory, except
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such as were there by autliority of law, and those adopted by marriage
or otherwise into ]nd%rnn families,

I acknowledge, with pleasure, my obligations to the gentlemen con-
nected with the military department, trading posts, missionary estab-
lishments, and Indian agencies, for their unitorm kindness and attention
to me while on my journey,

I also ncknowledge my obligations to General Whitfield, the agent
for the Pottawatomics nnd Kansas Indians, who was my travellin
companion the greater part of the time, tor his good oftices and the ai
and assistance he rendered me.

Al which is respectfully submitted,

GEO. W. MANYPENNY,
Commissioner,
Hon. . McCrernLANp,
Secretary of the Inicrior.

No. 3,

Niw York Inprax Sun-Acexcy,
Randolph, September 30, 1863,

Dear Sm: Since entering npon my official duties, on the first day
of June last, I have visited the Oncidas, the Onondagas, the Tusca-
roras, the Senecas, and the Cayugas with the Seneccas, who reside
within this sub-ageucy.

The Oneidas ure mostly agriculturists, and are living in comfort-
able circumstances, They support good schools, which ure liberally
assisted by approprintions b KYIG legislature of this State.

That portion of the Onondnga tribe of Indians residing on the Onon-
daga reservation near Syracuse arc turning their attention to agricul-
ture, and are slowly but surely improving their condition.  Within n
fow years past a school has been established on this reservation, under
the supervision of the Methodist society, which has been liberally en-
couraged by appropsintions from the legislature of this State, A Iarge
portion of these people still adhere to their ancient customs, but within
the past year they have become more united and inclined to encourage
education. ‘I'hey have a good school-house and a fine church.  They
have heretofore been divided among themselves in regard to their
reservation, a portion wishing to have it divided and held in severalty,
and a portion wishing it to remain as it now is; but they have now
united and agreed to let it remain as heretofore.

The ‘T'uscaroras are agriculturists, and live in comfortable circum-
stances, are industrious, and produce more according to their numbers
than any other tribe of Indians within this sub-agency. They have
schools and ene church,

The Senecas at Tonawanda for the past few years have been liti-
gating with the Ogden company in relation to the legality of the treaty
and sale of their lands, which has very much retarded their advance-
ment and the improvement of their condition. They have twa schools,
onc of which is taught by a Sencca lady, and whe, I think, is a grad-
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uate from the State normal school at Albany. Their schools have been
liberally encouraged by appropriations from the State.

T'he Senecas at Cattaraugus and Allegany have made great improve-
ment in their social and political condition, and have made rapid
advancement in agricultural pursuits. ‘I'hey have established a repub-
lican form of government, and their officers are elected annually by the
peaple, and are held strictly responsible for their official acts. This
firet incites those who hold stations of honor und trust to exert their best
encrgies to promote the interests of their nation.  The first time I
visited the Senccas they were in council, and the strict order and par-
liamentary rules which were enforced and adhered to would be credit-
able in any legislative body.  And since this change in the form of
government, the masses appear to take more interest in their aflairs,
and understand more fully the coundition of their national matters,

The goods aunuity this year was, by order of the department, do-
livered to the ofticers of the respective bauds, and T have taken particu-
lar pains to know the result of their distribution among their peaple,
and Iam pleased to be able to report, that the goods were all promptl
distributed, and the division gave universal satisfaction, and by unani-
mous consent the officers were allowed to use discretion in giving to
the poor aned needy.

‘I'he goods this year were of an excellent quality, well selected, and

just what was wanted, and the Indians have expressed the hope that

they may hereafler be equally fortunate in getting as good goods.
They have six schools at Cattaraugus and three on the Allegany reser-
vation, These schools hiuve been well attended, and have heen liber-
ally assisted by the State appropriations.  Still the bencfits of’ the
gchools cammot he reached by w large number who would be very glad
to attend them, in consequence of the distance they reside from a
school,

If a well-regulated boarding-school could be established, connected
with agriculture, it would, in”my opinion, be a decided benefit to the
rising gencration of Indians, as well as to the whole country, and 1
cousider its benelits worthy of the attention of the government.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

MARCUS H. JOINSON,
U. S. Ind. Sub-agens.

Hon. Gro. W. MAXYPENNY, .

Com. of Ind. Affuirs, Washington, D, C.
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Census of the Six Nations ¢of New York.

; i
Nanies of tribes, and location, I Men. g\\'umon. Cll”th‘\‘n"' Total,
; : i

e e S T
Benecas at CMUISTAURUS . cevorvnenesvaonrnnenannnenn 2971 B0 BRR2 L 178
Benecas 8t ANCEADY . coeiviesvennes cesnonnerenennes =y 201 372 707
Benccas st TONAWAIIA voeveversvennnneirnnennaias’ 1761 193] R0 1 5]

6570 70 L2084 2,68

O p—

Senccas at Cattaraugus by adoptlon, but not encitled i ; i
to annuities: Busan Kinjockery's familly........ ... I 31 R |
Onondagia at Onondega Castle.. oo ot voirvieennann. &y 3! 144
Ouondagas with Benceas at Cattarangus .oooeveenn... ] 6 17
Onondagae with Senceas at Allegany ... oooeiil M : H 54 |
Onondagas with Bcnecas st Tonawands «oovvvenennnn covenn.s; 1 3
Onundagas with Tuechroras st Tuscators coeeneveen.. % a 20 .
Ho | A 472
Cayugns“ithSenum:.......-.....................l . 143
Tuscaroras At THICATOTA covvver cvrvecenenans vennsn, P
Oneidas at Ouelia Castlo oevnnveernecninvinrinaais! i
Oneidas with Sencess At ColATAUEUS . < v veennseaenn. 4 1 i
Oneldas with Onondagas at Onondaga Castle . .... .! 19 | 24 LI

Oueidas with Senevas at Toaawands ooy voeennn.

feesveans | I RPN

Add Susan Kinjochety's family, who are not entitled to
goodeannuity ... eei ittt iaeeen .. ....|

Fotul nuinber of Bix Nations of New York Iudians.... ... ....'..,.....l....

No, 4,

Orrice MiciigaN Inniax Ackxcy,
Dtroit, September 23, 1863,
Sm: The Indiuns still rcnminin;; within the limits of this agency are
Ottowas, Chippewas, und a few Pottwwatomies, They ore scattered
over a great extent of’ territory, and number in all about seven thon-
sand persuns, exclusive of the Chippewas of Luke Superior,  They
are divided into more thun sixty hxtll(‘p(‘ndonl communities or bunds,

and may be tound cither permmiently or temnporarily located in nearly
avery county in this State, except those comprising the two southern
tier. . Their annuiiy payments for the presemt year will necessurily bo
made at not less thun ten different points; and some idea of the extent
of’ country over which they are distributed may be inferred from the
“fact that, in attending the paymeits, we are compelled to travel within
the limits of the lower peninsular of Michigan not less than two thou-
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sand miles.  Among them may be found bands in almost every grade
of condition. A few still present the nnomaly of savage, pagian com-
mnnities, existing in the very midst of civilization and relinement, ap-
parently only debased n!ul degraded in the seale of humanity by contact
with the white population, "l‘l_u.:sn have no permanent lncqlion, nnd
preserve many of the peculinrities of their race. They ofien suffer
trom hunger and cold, are grossly addicted 1o intemperance, and pre-
sent a picture of absolute heathenism, with scarcely n single redeem-
ing trait or quality.

Other bands have made great improvement in civilizution,  They
live together in settled conununities, own the laud they occupy, have
good favins, with flourishing churches and scheols, and are rapidly as-
similating themselves in all' respeets to their civilized neighbors, and
becoming qualitied to avail themselves of the privilege of citizenship
guaranteed to them by the constitntion of the State ol Michigan, on their
abandoning their tibal state, and assuming the habits of cwvilized life.
Indeed, muny of them now exereise the right of suffrage, and are ye-
garded as citizens to all intents and purposes.

This great contrast is mainly owing to the labors and efforts of Chris-
tinn missionaries and teachers, and no argnment beyond the bare state-
ment of the fact is needed to show the duty and importance of sustining
and encouraging them by every constitutional means

T'he tactthatour Indians are divided into so iany indepeadent bands,
and are scattered from one extremity of the State to the other 1 regard
as the main obstacle in the way of their more rapid improvement. They
will never consent to remove west of the Mississippi 3 and the people of
Michigmn hoave no desire to exile them from the home of theiv Yathers,

It; then, the United States would grant them, in lica of lands west of
the Mississippi, S(u which they nre entitled by the treaty of’ 1836, on
signitying their desire to remove thither,) n reasonable amount of land
within the limits of this Stute, they might he withdrawn to u great ex-
tent from the bad influcnces to which they are now cxposed,umfbmu‘vht
together in situntions where educationnl enterprise and missionary libor
would he bronght to bear upon larger numbers, at less expense und with
much greater effeet than is now possible.  One loeation for the Chip-
pewas of Saginaw, and three or four tor the Ottowas and Chippewas,
to embrace in all from six to cight townships of lund, would be sufli-
cient,  ‘T'he whole should be held for themn in trust by the general
govermnent or the State of Michigan, and ouly conveyed to them in fee
as they become sufticiently enlightencd to be capable of taking charge
of it themselves, T know of no other pln 1o remedy the evil 1 have
suggested, and believe that such an arrangement could be effected with
reat advantage o the Indinns, and with no expense to the United
States greater than would be incurred by a literal complianee with the
provisions of the several treaties, to the benefits of which these Indinns
are entitled,  T'he Indinns themselves would gludly acquicsce iu it,
and it would be satisfictory to the people of this State.

"There are now employed in this ngency twenty-five persons, exclusive
of the agent, who receive their a ipointiments and salaries from the Uni-
ted States, in pursuance generally of treaty stipulations, A statement
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iving their names, stations, compensation and other particulars required
by the rules of the department, is herewith transmitted.

From information that | have received, T un satisficd that the benefit
accruing to the Indians has not of late years heen commensurate with
the number of persons ciployed, or the expense thus incarred. Many
of the cmployés have pertormed little or no service, and their appaint-
ments seemto have heen regarded as sinecures,

Ihave attempted to reorganize the business of the ageney in this re-
specty and have given cvery employé particnlor written' instructions
relative to his duties, nnd requiring, at the close of cach quarter, an ac-
curate and detailed report of the kind and smount of service rendered,
T'he first reports will be due ot the close of the present quarter; and the
success of my . dorts in this direction cin e better estimated afier ro-
ceiving them,

I do not concur in the opinion sometimes oxpressed, that these offices
should be abolished, They mav he made, if properly administered,
of great seivice to the Indians, “hideed, in most of the locations where
government officers are stationed. the Indians wonld deem it o great
mistortune to he deprived of this brancl of the service, imperfeetly as
it haz somnetimes been managed,

It is gratifying to know that the efforts wnde to secure the jumrove-
mentof the Indiuns have been attended auring the past year with their
usual success,  In no previous year have their agricultival operations
been so extensive.  T'heir schools show an increase of pnpi}s; inny
new substantinl buildings have been erected 3 ad their frequent and
earnest applications for agrienltural and other tools and implements
show that habits of industry are inereasing among them,

“These evidences of improvement are especinlly sbundant among the
Chippewas of Saginaw, Their missions and schools are mainly under
the charge of the Methodist Episcopal church, which has expended
several thousand dollars among them for educational purposes during
tho past year. I have within a short time been instructed 1o ke
charge of the distribntion of provisions and goods to_the Chippewas

of Luke Superior, furnished under the provisions of’ the treatics of

1837 and 1842.  The decision of the departnent not to insist upon the
removal of these Indians to the west as a coudition precedent (o the
payment of their aunuitics, will he very gratilying to them, and is in
accordunce with the views and policy of the people of this State. I
respectiilly recommend that this ngency be permanently exteuded to
then, ond that their proportion of money, goods und provi‘siouf:, seenred
by treaty stipulations, he regularly paid, and that the tarmer, black-
smith, and carpenter formerly stationed among them, be vestored,
Daring my visit among them "1 shall exert myself to obin accurate
information relative to their condition and prospects, and will make it
the subjeet of a supplement to my report on -y return,

I transmit herewith the following reports received by me:

1. Repart of Right Reverend P, P, Lefevre, bishop of Detroit,
with tabular statement and sehool reports acconpanying the sume.

2. Rev. A, Bingham's report on Baptist missions and school at Sault
St. Marie,

3. Rev. George Smith's report on Methodist Episcopal missions and
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schools among the Chippewas of Saginaw, with abstract of receipts
and expenditures,

4. Rev. James Shaw's report on Methodist Episcopal church mis-
sions and schiool at Saalt St. Marie,

T eanmot close this report without expressing my high appreciation
of the labors und cfforts of all these gentiemen, and of the missionaries
and teachers under their charge and connected with them, in the great
work ol Indian civilization, 1 have enjoyed but a limited opportunit
to make their personal nequaintance, but the fruit of their labors i3
everywhere apparent. 1 estcem it a privilege to be able to some
extent to co-operate with them, and wonld carnestly recommend the
suggestions contained in their reports to your favorable consideration,

’ Very respeettully, your obedient servant,

HENRY C. GILBERT,
Indian Agent for Michigan.
Hon, Gro. W, Maxvrexxy,
Commissioner of Indian Afiivs, Washington.

No. 6.

Savre St. Manirk, September 3, 1863,

Dran Sie: In presenting to you the annual report of the Indian
missions under my chirge, [ have to ackuowledge the kinduess of a
superintending Providence that has been exercised over us during the
past year. - No serious accident or sad isfortune has been permitted
to visit us, but we have enjoyed uninterrupted peace, and a good
degree of prosperity, . We have two missionary stations in the bounds
of Luke Superior district, At the Sanlt St. Muric’s mission thie Rev.
Ehenezer Steele has been Iaboring as missionary, Rev. Peter Marks-
num, a native preacher and interpreter, and Miss Eleanor H, Steele ns
teacher, At this mission we have seventy-two members of the church.
Most of them, betore their conversion to Christinnity, were poor drunken
pirgans, but now they are sober and industrions, and {;ivc good evi-
dence of experimental piety, They aro so changed in their habits and
appearance, that but for their color and language they would be taken
for the better cluss of white inhabitants, and in these respects they are
greatly improved.  For the three years past their location has not been
tuvorable for temporal prosperity.  But wo have purchased land at
the head of this river, good soil, well timbered, and where steamboats
can stop to wood; thus giving thent a chunce to sell their wood as they
clear their land. Iuto this enterprise they are cntering with spivit, and
us fast as they can they ave settling and building. Several families
are alveady on the grouud, and have commenced clearing and huilding,
We have built a good frame mission-house twenty by thirty feet, and
have it nearly completed, built cntirely by Indinn hands, except the
doors and windows, “T'he school has been kept up during the year,
with two short vacations, It is in a prosperous condition, numbering
from fiflecn to thirty scholars.  Since this mission has been in opera-
tion several children have been taken into the mission family, clothed,
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boarded, and scheoled, until sufliciently advanced, and then sent o
our seminary at Albion.  Last fall we semt one young man, who, by
his upright conduct and diligent attention to his studies, has won the
approbation of his teachers, und on retarniug to visit his friends, brought
testimonials of the smine with him, and a request for more young men
of the same stamp, We shall send another this fall. - One young man
left the mission family last winter, and commenced laboring for himself.
This will leave but two boys in the family. But there are five or six
young men of promise who are anxious to come into the family,
and we shall take them it our means will justify,  The other mis-
sion is at Kewaiwona-——Rev, R. Dulois has been laboring there as
missionary.  I'his mission is doing well, is favorably located at the
head of Kewaiwonn bay, and is exerting a good iflucnce over a
reat number of pagan Indinns.  One large band has just come in
%‘om the interior, and purchased land joming the mission, 'Their
chicf with some others have embraced Christianity.  Here we have
a church, mission-house, and school-house, and sixty-five members
in socicty ; and all doing well.  In the school we have on an
average twenty scholars.  We may say, in regard (o both of these
missions, they are fast advancing in eivilization, and it they continue
to prosper, they will soon be among our best citizens.

All of which I respectfully submit, subseribing mysclf, yowrs, &c.,

JAMES SHAW,
Superintendent Indian Mission, Lalc Superior District,
Hon. Hexry Ginnent.

No 6.

Missiox Housy,
Saut Ste. Marie, Septembher 6, 18563,

S : Agrecably to the request contaiued in your note of Angust 22,
I'now forward to” you a report of the mission under my charge; and
inasiuch as there has recently been a change in the administration,
rrd consequently in most of the officers of the department, it may not
be amiss to give a brict sketch of the past as well as of its present
srate.

"T'his mnission commenced its operations in the autunm of 1825, under
treaty stipulations which required that it should be located on the St.
Mary’s river. At that time there was no other place in all thesc re-
gions that a mission would have had Indians around it half the year,
as they changed their encampment four or five times in the year. But
here there were a suflicicnt number to enable us to collect a respectable
congregation generally through the year, with the exception of a few
weeks in time of sugar-making ; consequently the mission was located
at this place, and a school was opened for the benefit of Indian youths
and children in the month of Octoher of that year., In the sutamn of
1829 we commenced a boarding-school, which has been continued until
the present time; and there has never been a single wecek since that
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time that we have not had more or less Indian children in our family
that have been supported by the mission, ) i i

T'he day school has always been open for lhe,.mstrucugn of any w_ho
wished to attend § and those who were not entitled to free instruction
could be taught for a moderate price, but never to the cxclusion of
Indian or mixed-blood children,

"I'his rule was established at the commencement of our labors here
for the benefit of the poor people of our place, and has ever been con-
tinued, .

As the white population of our place has increased, the Tndians have
decreased ; numbers by death, and others by withdrawing from the
place and going to other parts. And when the number was consider-
ably reduced at this place, 1 commenced travelling among them to
bedr to them the gospel message; and for several years 1 travelled
somewhatextensively, visiting them at their distant locations in the winter
on my snow shoes, and in the summer season in my boat, As_l)pth these
modes of travelling required much labor, aud caused much fatigue, the
chills of 67 winters have so fir enfecbled my system that for two years
past I have travelled but little 5 yet I remain at my station and keep
up my school and my religious services, both with the white population
and Indians, as in former years. During the past year we have sup-
ported from three to five beneficiaries.  Four have Leen with us during
the whole of the year; but the term for which one of our ginrls wils
taken having expired, she was dismissed from the boarding-school and
employed in the service of the mission in the early part of July. Hence
she is still uader religions culture, .

One of our boys left, and returned to his friends, in March last,
which leaves us four in the mission, but three only at present supported
as beneficiarics.  Our day school has been in a prosperous and inter-
esting state during the year. .

Our catalogue for the several quarters shows from 46 to 70 pupils,
arid from 26 to 31 of them ﬂrc‘In:linn aud mixed-blood children,

Reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, English grammar, his-
tory, composition, and music are taught i the schiool, and the pupils
(in"the opmion of those who have attended our examinations) have
made good progress.

We have also a large and interesting Sabbath school for such a Flnce
as ours; average aticndance between 40 and 50, including children
of the different races mentioned in our day school.

We have also a station at Mis-koo-nu-bin-c-kaw-ning, or Carp river,
about 25 miles above this, where we have a halt-breed man stationed,
who is well educated, and can preach in Indian, English, or French,
and who labors steadily with the Indinns. He also favors others with
the benefits of his labors, yet without interfering with missionary work.
He has had a school of from 12 to 20 scholars a part of the year, but
a portion of the time the Indians were mostly absent from the place
at their fishing ground.

We have a small church, containing 21 members, 16 of whom are
Indian and mixed blood. We also keep up an interesting Bible class.
Our Indians labor quite industriously, sometimes ut barrelling up fish,
and sometimes at other business. Some of them have purchased land

o
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and own it individually like Americen citizens, and scem inclined to
come more {ully into the habits of civilized life.

"The number of barrels of fish they have put up the past year, and
the amount of sugar they have made, 1 am unable to report, as [ have
not yet learned the amount of cither.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. BINGHAM,
Superintendent of Baptist Mission,
To H. C. GiLpertr, Xsq.,
Indian Agent, Detroit,

No, 7.

¥rixt, Scptember 8, 1663,

Sin : T herewith submit my annual report of the state of the Indians
in the bonmds of Flint district, Michigan conference of the Methodist
Episcopal church.  ‘T'his embraces the principal lands of the Chippe-
ways ol Saginaw, and of Swan creek and Black river.  Our missions
and schools are located in Lapier, Genesce, and Saginaw counties,
The first mission established among them was about fourteen years
since, but chielly about eight years, during which time a surprising
change has come over them; from the lowest and most degraded
heathenism and entive destitution, they have risen to respectability and
comfort, and many of them to the condition of real Christians.  Our
policy has been, lirst, to induce them to embrace the Cluistinn faith
and become pious, in which we have succeeded to a large extent—over
one-third of the whole population are members of the church. When
we could not succeed in this, we have not proceeded to establish schools,
for our labor was lost, and our mouey thrown away. ‘Chose have con-
tinued in their heathen state, and are rapidly ):nss‘mg away.

As soon, however, as they become pious, t}w_y wish instruction and
desire the establishment of schools, to be able to read the Bible for
themselves, and to have their children learn.  'This is the first com-
mencement of a desire for improvement.  Then commences gradually
a desire for all the arts of civilized lile, with limited means in their
rench for its gratification. : :

To meet their wants as far as possible, our aim was next to gather
them together in as large compames as conld be made to afliliate for
the purpose of establishing schools, instruction in agriculture and the
mcc'h:mic arls, as far at least as necessary to build themsclves com-
fortable houses.

Here, we would remark, the aid of the general government would be
in plice. If' by substitution they could ﬁc induced to give up some
portions of the'r annuitics, and 1eceive in lien thereof a tract of Jund of
sullicient size for their oceupancy, where they could be congregated,
not in the torm in which lmlli.'ms own land, in common—this has been
destructive to them-—but so arranged that they might become individual
owners of the soil, great benefits would acerue to them, and a great
aving of funds in educating them.  Will you have the goodness to lay
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this before the department of Indian affairs; and if it meets with favor-
able reception, 1 should be pleased to present more in detail,

In the absence of any such means, they were induced to unite their
small means, derived from the chase and their annuities, and purchase
small tracts of land, where they might select, which belonged to them
in common, This scemed to be the only means of providing for them
a home, (for they had sold all their land to government)) As civiliza-
tion advances, this mode of holding land was found to be an endless
source of difticulty among themselves ; besides, it was found to repress
onc of the great elements in civilization, individual enterprise.

We now aim to make them individual owners of the soil, with o view
to their becoming citizens, We divide among them what land the
own in common, and aid them to purchase more.  We seldom find one
who nt any time has money cnough to purchase even forty acres, We
purchase the land for them, and let them have it for the same, in quan-
tities as they may have means, v

T'he Commissioner of the General Land Office has withheld from
sale certain lands in their former reservations, until we shall be able to

wmrchase—a measure indispensable to the success of our enterprise.
}n this way we have sccured a small home for each funily, and with
it many of the comforts of home,

T'heir occupation is chiefly agriculture 5 they depend on this for a
subsistence.  As u matter of necessity they fish and hunt a part of the
year, but wish to relinquish it as soon as they can, They are mostly
well-clad, civily, temperate, and industrious, ~ Their agricuftural imple-
ments are few, and their facilities for farming limited, though cvery
yearimproving, ‘I'he aid received through your departunent, especially
recently, has been of great service to them. The diminution of num-
bers, which lerctotore has been fearful, threatening their entire extine-
tion speedily, has been arrested, and there is now o small increase,

We have, in thesc missions—

2 white missionaries.

3 educated native assistants, teachers, and interpreters.

1 white assistant and teacher.  These reside permanently among

them; besides

3 teachers, who are emiployed by the month.

entire time to the instraction of the Indians,

6 schools, taught the greater part of the year, with the exception of

the necessary vacations in the full and spring, when they go out to
hunt,
237 scholars, from four to cighteen years of age.

Their studics are exclusively the primary branches usually taught in
catnmon schools, and the books the same as used in the schools of this
State.  Their greatest proficiency is in penmanship ; in avithmetic,
slow. They have a peculinr aptitude for the natural sciences, but no
means to %rutiﬂy them, as our limited means will not justify us in
furnishing the necessary appliances.

The missionary society of the Methodist Episcopal church has ex-
Fcndcd, for the purposes of the mission, the past year, ending Septem-
ber 16, 1863, $3,386 61, besides the use of about the same amount of
money invested in property for the benefit of said-missions, Much

T'hese all devote their

.
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attention is paid to instruction in the arts of civilized life. Thoy are
making commendable improvement.  Qur aim is to qualify them soon
for citizenship. o

What we need to facilitate our aim is-—

1st. An approprintion of $600 anunually, from some fund set apart for
the civilization of the Indians, to cach of our schools, which is no more
than justice to the race demands, or our success in the work of impmyc-
ment among them justifics. This would meet our wants, by enabling
us to employ competent teachers to reside among thewn, provide suitable
school-rooms, books, apparatus, &, Less willnot doat.

2d. I'hey need a better supply of agricultural and mechanical imple-
ments than has been or can be furnished with the present arrangements,

3d. "They need instruction and oversight in all their farming opera-
tions, more than the missionaries or their assistants can altord to
devote to this object.

This can be done without any increased expenditure, simply by a
change of policy :

1st. Abolish the office of Indian farmer, which has always been
nominal so far as any benefit accruing to the Indians is concerned, as
contemplated by treaty, I'he President has authority to do this by
treaty, and appropriate the funds to the purchase of implements.

2d. The funds now appropriated to the blacksmith apply in a dit-
ferent manner. Employ a responsible man or inen to do the Indians’
wark by the picce, at a stipulated price, and authorize the Indians of
each hand to farnish a bill and draw a certain mnount; the advantages
of this will he, that four times the wmount of work will be furnished,
and those bands living remote could make nrrangements and obtain
their supplies at one time, wherens now they receive little or no benefit,

These would furnish the Indians with all the supplies requisite at
present, until they should be nble to furnish them; and the sooner
they become selt-reliant, the betier it will be for them,

Respectfully submitted,
G1O. SMI'TIH,

Sup't Fline Indiun Missions of the Mcthodist Episcopal Church.

Ion. H. C. Gusiur,
Indian Agent.

No. 8,

Derrorr, September 8, 1863.

St : I huve the honor herewitle to enclose to you n (abular veport for
this vear, 1852-1853, of the Indian schools connected with the Catho-
lic missions under my charge, together with some lists containing the
names, ages, and sexes of the scholars who have attended any portion
of the year.  The reports of some of these schools, as you will per-
ceive, are not im-lmlc-«‘,us 1 have not yet received them from the teach-
ers.  In all these schools, spelling, reading, and writing are invariably
taught, and also arithmetic, geography, and grammar to those who are
more advanced. At the stations of l):iule ‘I'raverse, Point St. Ignace,
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and Mackinaw, the girls are also taught scwing, knitting, trimming,
bark work, and various kinds of ncedle work.

I take pleasure in stating that the proficicncy of the scholars has, in
general, heen satisfuctory and encouraging for the time they have at-
tended schoolyand in particular those of Sault St. Mury, Anse Kewanaw,
and also Mackinaw and Poiut St, Ignace. The improvement of the
scholars at Little ‘I'vaverse, Middletown, and Cross Village, is not so
satistictory in consequence of irregularity in attending sc%mol, cnused
by long and frequent absence of families from home, pursuing their va-
rious avocations of hunting, fishing, &e,

1 am also happy to state, that in general there s a continued improve-
ment in industry, morality, end rehligion among our Indians; but still it
mwust be confessed that the improvement of many is but very gradual
and slow, and much slower than would gratify the philanthropic de-
sires of those who endeavor to aid them in every way, and devote them-
selves enticely to their good.  "Fhis is explained (us I formerly stated
it, which I cannot Int repeat here again) chietly by the absence of
motive o personal eftort, resulting from the insecurity of property, and
the very uncertain and unsettled condition in which they live.  They
are naturally of « wandering disposition, and love to mufm their living
by hunting and fishing, hemg much encouraged thereto by traders.
Pheir inclination for wandering, and sceking their subsistence by the
chuse, rather than by agricultural pursuits, is much strengthened and in-
creased by the thonght that they cannot be allowed the right of citizenship,
to purchase d in their own name, and permaneuntly settleonit. This
thought continually preys upou their minds, and creates a certain in-
diflerence ind even distaste tor any improvetent of the mind or habits,
They despair of ever obtaining a_permanent location for themselves und
their posterity, where they shall not be importuned 10 emigrate and
give place to the white man,  Heace national as well as individual
motives to exertion are wanting, and the chief’ care with many is to
supply present wants, mud enjoy the gratification of the day, uncou-
ceined about the cousequences of to-morrow.  Henee also it 1s that the
ties of love and afleetion which unite them to their children, being na-
turally very strong, they are not willing to be long deprived of their
presence; and thus, whithersoever the pavents wander, the children
must wander with them.

Could these hindrances be removed, or conld these Indians obtain a
fall assurance upon the part of the government that they may validly
purchase the land which they may chrmsc to improve and settle upon,
without tear of being compelled to abandon ity withont doubt they would
feel much enconrnged to unite themselves into large binds, which would
form so many permanent settlements or flowishiug villages, wlhere,
under the benign and vigorous influence ol religion, the establishment
of scttled habits of industry, sober occupuation, ad usetul knowledge,
would become objects of deep interest to them ; while the thritt in agri-
culture, mechanic arts, nud other branches of domestic cconomy, would
insure to them all the necessaries and comtorts of’ lite.
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Please accept the assurance of my high consideration and respect,
with which I have the honor to be,
Your very obedient servant,
PETER P. LEFEVRE,
Bishop Z. A. D.

Hon. H. C. GiuLBERT, . .
Acting Superintendent Indian Affairs, Michigan,

No. 9.

T+ Ste. MARIE, 1852-1853,

Inpiax Catronic Frer Scuoon or Savn
August 1, 1858,

Riant Reverexp Bisuor: The school has been kept open all the
year round, except at three different times, where a recess of one or
two weeks has been granted. Al the boys are admitted freely, with-
out distinetion of white or Indian, and both are under the same disci-

line. "The matters of study are cotechisin, spelling, rc:uling.wming,
arithmetic, English grammar, and French reading. The wachm_{ir bust-
ness lasts six hours daily, Saturdays and Sundays excepted, anc there
is monthly an examiunation held by Rev. ‘I B, Menet, followed by the
reading of an account of each one’s conduct, constauey, aud progress,
which nccount is sent to parents when deemed expedient. ]

Seventy-two boys have profited more or less of the school instraction.
The general average of the daily attendance has been for the two lirst
quarters fiom 10 to 25, for the two last from 20 10 40.  We were visited
last fall and winter by the smallpox, and tor that reason sc\"qr:\l stu-
dents were kept home the greater part of the season. The spirit of the
boys is gcncm‘ly good.  Order is kept without much ado.  They re-
quire only a teacher to dircet them in the way they have to go.. I will
not enter into any farther particulars, bat will resume all in this: that
we try never to forget that it is better to have no school than to have n bad
one ; and by a good school it is understood that the cducation be brought
up at least to the mark of modern demand, aud that it be solid in thith
und piety.

On the verso you will find, Right Reverend Bishop, the names of the
boys who have heen admitted at’school since August last, 1852.

I g, with perlect submission, Right Reverend Bishop, your most
hunble aud obedient servant in Christ,

A. LACOSTE, S. J.

No. 10,

Annual veportof the colony of Ottmon Tmliant, at the Grinwold mission,
county of  Alleghun, State of Michigaa.

The number of Indians attached to this mission is about the same as
reported last year—thirty families; about one hundred individuals,
Tflmir habits are generally good.  "T'he cases of intemperance are fews
['heir attendance upon public worship is good, and some of them scem
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to have been much’and permanently benefited by.the means of grace.
The resident teacher, who is_also "the missionary? is peculiarly well
ndnpted to the station, and ‘enjoys, it is believed, their full confidence.
T'ho school is faithfully kept open for the children, and all proper
means used to induce them to attend, but it is difficult to make them
submit to the necessary confinement, ‘Those who have availed them-
selves of this advantage have made considerable proficiency in the com-
mon branches, or rather rudiments, of English education.  The great-
est number of scholars present at any one time is twenty-two, :
One of the scholars, the son of the chief; has gone to the Indian insti-
tution at Fort Ripley, and bids fair to become a yseful minister among
the Chip'pcwns. He has always becn remarkable, from a child, for
purity of character, and has, it is thought, the best capacity for learn-
ing of’ all who have belonged to the school,
F. H. CUMMING, Superintendent.

Hon. Geo. W, MANYPENNY,
Commisstoncr of Indian Affairs, Washington.

No. 11,

NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY oF INDIAN Arralns,
Milwaukie, September 26, 1863,

Sir: Inaccordance with the regulations of the Indian department, X
herewith submit'my first annual report.

In conformity with the policy pursued by the United States towards
the Indian tribes for a long series of years, * to transplant them from
the midst of our white population, and within State limits, to new coun-
trics west of the Mississippi, where it was supposed they would have
an opportunity to increase in numbers, and improve in character and
resources,” the Indian trihes in Wisconsin, the Winnebagoes, Pot-
tawatomies, and Chippewas, were removed fromn within the limits of
the State, and, by treatics made in 1848 with the 8tockbridgés and
Menominecs, provision was made for their removal, which if carried
out would have substantially relieved this State of her Indian popula-
tion, with the siiigle exception of the small tribe of Oneidas. Proba-
bly, in view of this new location of the Indians in the west, the law of
Congress approved February 27, 1851, provided for a reduction of the
superintendeucies north of Texas and east of the Rocky mountains to
the niumber of three, making a change of the location and boundaries
of the northern superintendency necessary, whenever, in the opinion of
the President, such reduction should be proper.  Circumstances have,
however, preveuted the carrying into effect of these treaties, and the
Stockbridges sre remaining in their old location, and the Menominees
have been removed to a small tract in the northern part of this State.

The treaty with the Stockbridges in 1848 provided for their removal
west of the Mississippi within two years, and their location upon seventy-
two scctions of land, in the selection of which they were to be consulted.
Their remo;al was delayed on account of the Indian title not bemng
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extinguished to the country to which they wished to be removed, and
the lateness of the geason after the Sioux treaty had been ratified, in
1862, and was not'accomplished the present scason for the wint ot an
approprin_lion for their subsistence,

Theso Indians were at an early day advanced to a considerable de-
gree of civilization, but their condition has not been materinlly improved
since 1843; not so much on account of their inability or unfitness for
improvement or- cultivation as that of impracticable and ill-advised
legistation, which has resulted in so man (li{iicnllio.x nmong themselves,
and also with the white settlors with whom they live interspersed, that
it acemed their settlement conld only be eftected by the removal of the
Indiuns. , .

It is much to be regrétted that their removal has been so long delayed,
as it may be confidently expected that in a proper new location they
will steadily improve in agriculture and the arts of civilization. A de-
tailed statement of thejr condition has heretofore been forwarded to your
office, in accordance watl iistructions of the 7th of June last.

By the treaty with the Menomincesz, made in 1848, their removal
west of the Missjesippi was contemplated, but Irom representations
made to the departiment it was thought preferable to concentrate them
on the Upper Wolf and Oconto rivers, in this State j and accordingly
they were removed there in November of last year, and the consent
of the legislature of Wisconsin to that arrangement was obtuined:
It was believed that their new location was better suited to their wants,
and that they could be removed to none where they would be so little
in the way of our white population, If they should be permitted to
remain there, further legislation on the part of Congress will be neces-
sary to provide for their educational and agricultural improvement, for
the erection of a grist and saw-mill, & manunl labor school, and the
employment of other means of education, It is represented that the
Menominces are now, more than ever before, inclined to acquire agricul-
tural habits, und it is anticipated that proper efforts to improve their con-
dition by educating the rising generation will be rewarded by beneficial
results, - I shall shortly visit them, and will then have un opportunity
to judge better of the propriety oftheir location and the means requsite
for their improvement. It would be desirable that the question of their
permanent location should be settled as soon as practicable, hs uncer-
tainty retards their progress and is a great detriment to the tribe.

The tribe of Oneidas in this State are cultivating to n considerable
extent the lands on their reservation, and require but litde supervision
on 'the part of the officers of the government, further than the disburse-
ment of their educational and annuity funds.

All of which, together with n statement of the number of Indians
within the State of Wisconsin, is respectfully submiited,

Very respectfully, your obedicentservant,
FRANCJ8 HUEBSCHMANN,
‘Superintendent Northern Superintendsncy.

Hon. Gro. W. MANYPENNY,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington City.
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INDIANS IN WISCONSIN,

No. 12,

. GRreeN Bav, Scptember, 1853,

Sir: Since entering upon the duties of this sub-agency, on the 28th
May last, 1 have twice visited all the tribes within its jurisdiction, and
spent some days with the Menominees,

T'he Stockbridges, since_the treaty in 1848, have been very much
unsettled, and are retrograding in their condition as agriculturists, con-
sequenily they are becoming destitute and unhappy. This state of
things must continue until their -affhirs are settled, and they becothe per~
munently located.  The school I found in a very prosperous condition,
under their competent ang industrious teacher, Mr. Slingerland, a native
Stackbridge.  For n more particular nccount of schools, I beg leave to
refer you to an abstract accompanying this report.

As the uflitirs of the Stockbridge Indians are now in course of arrange-
ment by the depariment, I presume it is unnecessary for me to give &
more pacticalar report at this time,

The Oneidas, as a nation, are. quietly and steadily advancing in all
the essentinls of civilization.  Pheir patches of cultivated land are
becoming farms, and many of their 0}5 log:-houses are giving placo to
good, substantial frame ones.  They have under cultivation 2,760 acres
of lund, and their stock and farming implements consist of 129 horses,
170 oxen, 160 cows, 420 hogs, 83 ploughs, and 60 wagons and carts.
From tlic use of these they derive ample support, independent of the
chase.  In their religions worship they are divided nearly equally into
two parties, cach of which has a neat and courmodious church, where
they meet to worship every Sunday. ‘The first christian party are
Protestant ]‘]piscopnlums, and are furnished with a missionary by the
board of misstons of that church.

The sccond are Methodists, and are furnished by the Methodist con-
ference.  Each of the parties have a school sepurate from the other,
where the common branches of an English education are taught.

T'he school under the supervision of Mr, Roqua, of the secoud chris-
tian party, U found in 0 very flourishing state, while the other is lan-
guishing tor the want of a competent teacher.  This difliculty will be

remedied from and after the 1st of Qctober.  The Oneidas have black-

smiths and carpenters of their own people, who do-.all the work required
in those bmuc{ms of mechanisin.

The Menominees were removed:-to their present territory in Novem-
ber of last. year, 'T'he short time they have resided on their lands, and
the unfavorable circumstances attending their removal, render i
impossible, in this report, to give any satisfuctory information in regard
to their advancement in agricultural knowledge und pursuits, Labor-
ing under almost every forin of discouragement and  disappointment,
they have been able to make but slow progress in the arts of civiliza-

tion, and they arc now despairing of any improvemnent, unless the chango -

in the head of the government shall bring with it a stricter ndherence
to justice and the claims of humanity. "Their annuity payment last
year being delayed until November, that portion of the tribe which
still follow the c{xase was prevented, by the ice and snow, froin meving
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their fiumilies to_their hunting grounds; and the scanty supply of pro-
visions furnished under the contract for their removal, together with tho
ficezing up and consequent loss and detention of their provisiof during
the removal of the agricultural bauds, has beeu the cause ofgreat suffer-
ing nnd destitution, among the whole nation, during the past winter nnd
summer, from the effects of which they have not yet recovered, and on
account of which they have hopeid their unnuities this year would be paid
earlier, 0 as to relieve their present distress, and enable themn to return
to their homes before the cold weather shall elose the waters ngainst
them.  Oshkosh, the head chief; said to me in August, when usking per-
mission to goawvay to gather rice: “You are aware, Ihave no doubt, of
our present situntion of starvation; we huve never heen so puu(uml fles.
titute of pmvisions as we are this year, afier the solenm promise of the
agents of the govermment made to us to efleet our removal, It was well
understoad, when we acceded to the praposition of the government to
remove, that we were to be supplied a w'mlu year with provisions, but,
as it happened, the provisions lnsted only about six months; and even
our three thousand dollars of provisions of fast year arc gone”  In this
melaucholly condition I find t}w Menominees at the present time, )

The map accompanying this report exhibits the location of the dif-
ferent tribes within this sub-ageney, their distance from cach other and
from Green Bay, the location of the agency building.

The Stockbridges are settled along and near the shore of Winnebago
Lake. The Oncidas ocenpy both sides of the streans called Duck
creck, which flows entirely through their country from southwest 1o
northeast.

The Menominee tract is divided nearly equally into two parts, which
are scparated from north to south by Oconto river,  “I'hese two divi-
sions are very distinetly marked-—that on the cast being heavily tim-
bered with pine and maple in about cqual proportions, the pine being
of the very best quality for lambering purposes, and the maple afford-
ing extensive ﬁxcilili(-s for manuficturing sugar, the land also being ot
the best quality for farming ; while that portion on the west is a suc-
cession of dry saudy ridges, unfit lor cultivation, and only thinly tim-
bered with ouk aud spruce, with the exception of some narrow pine
groves and sugar maple bottoms bordering the Wolf river on the ex-
treme west boundary of the tract.  The only redecming quality which
this portion of the tract possesses is the numerous beawniful small lakes,
or ponds, of clear pure water, which are to be found within sight of
each other for many miles in extent. These Inkes abound in fish, and
afford great relief to the Indians settled about them,  Unfortunately, I
think, for all concerned, the late superintendent sclected this, the south-
west corner, a8 the location for the farms, shops, and school-honses, the
sail being too hight and dry. ,

The llﬁmr expended on such a soil by new beginners would only result
in disappointment.  The fruits of this summer’s toil have venfied in
many instances my opinion in this respect; und the forty ucres fenced
and planted in corn by the late superintendent, as an experiment, will
yield but little more than the sced.  Already have several of the agri-
cultural party expressed a desire to settle ncar the Oconto Falls, where
there is overy facility for comfortable and prosperous farming opertions.
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The blacksmith shops are within two and a half miles of each other
in the southwest corner of tho tract, while nearly one-half of the In-
dinns are living from twelve to twenty miles from that part, subjecting
them to great nconvenience,

The shops and dwellings for the smiths are loosely and cheaply built,
offording but poor protection aguinst the severe winters of this climate.

» The temporary buildings used for the schaols, and the dwelling of
Mrs. Dousman, the female teacher, and hex daughter, arc vnfit for the
purposes for which they are occupied, and it is hoped that better ones
will soon be crected. '

There are two suw-mills on the tract, their location being designated
on the map.  They are god mills, in gowdrepair, and owned and kept
in operation by persons who squatted on the 5nmls several years ago,

It these lands should be re-ceded to the Menominees, I wanld recom-
mend that these mills be purchased at a fair valuation for their benefit,
ns provided in the treaty, as hoth of them can be bought, and grist-
mills erccted in them, within the mmount of the a propriation,

A large portion of the Menominees—nearly onc-half—are now turning
their attention to agriculture, and some of the roung men arc desirous
of learning the blacksmith and carpenter’s trades ; and all are becon-
ing convinced that the cultivation of the soil for a livelihood muist be
theiv ultimate resort.  Entertaining these teelings they have no desire
to move again, ‘They are satistied with the location made for them,
and hope that the government will confirm it to them forever.,

Having been broken up by their recent removal, the ngricultural
bands acc nearly destitute ufy everything necessary to carry on their
operations.  Huvivg no provender during the last winter, lﬁeir cattle
have ncarly or quite all disappeared.  This sumner they have, under
my dircction, cured an abundance of hay to keep whitcver amount of
cattle may be given them this fall. They are temperate and industri-
ous ; and many of them who selected patches of bottom land have
raised very good crops of corn, potatoes, und garden vegetables. The
are very much opposed to the introduction of spirituous liquors within
their territory, cither by their own peaple or by the whites; and I have
made it my special duty to provide against it with_all the means in my
power.

I 'would call the attention of' the departiment to the situation of the
agency property at this place. The buildings not having been occupied
ﬁ:r severul years past are falling to decay and becoming worthless,
To repair them and rebuild the fences will require an outlay of at least
one hug(lrcd and ﬁﬂ{ dollara. 'This is, however, not needed, us 1 am
ccupying my own dwelling. I suggest it for the purpose of prevent-
ing the house and ground from going entirely fo ruin.

Thié blacksmiths, so far as T have been able to ascertain from the
lm.lums themsolves, have performed their duties satisfuctorily, so far as
doing their work is concerned.

All of which is very respectfully submitted.

JOHg“X. SUYIéAM,

. agent 7641 .
Hon. Fx. Hurssonmanx, aen e
Swperintendent of Indian Affairs, Northern Superintexdency.
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No. 13,

Stocknrineg, Wisconsin, September 8, 1853,
Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you a brief report of my schos]
kept the sunmuner past.

Vhole number of different scholars in  atteudance, thirty-five;
greatest nnaber at any one limc..thirty—lhrcc; average number, twen-
ty, 1stclass in Rey’s large arithmetic commenced federal money,
and proceeded through compound interest; 2d class commenced mis-
cellancons examples under the four first rules, and have now finished
vulgar fractions,  1st class in Rey’s 2d arithmetic (mental) begau the
book, and have gone through it once, and are now upon 2 review; 2d
class commcnccﬁ the same some time after, and have now proceeded
half way through. A class of eight in Brown's grnmmar have also
finished or passed_through the book once, and are now upon a review;
quite gond in parsing. A class in Comstock’s philosophy have advanced

1st cluss in geography, (Olney’s,) having
finisked North America, are now upon South America; 2d class in
Mitchell’s small geograpliy are about two-thivds through.  Iight have
had time to attend writing, besides their studies, who have made good
proficiency. The readers used are Mc(;‘uﬂb'y's readers, from the Istto
the 4th, which have been read through once by the several clusses, und
are now being read the second time.  Besides these, two clusses com-
menced their letters, who are now reading in words of two syllables.

Had the children been punctual in their attendance they would have
been far mere advanced.  'This want of regular attendance has been
caused by the want of interest in the parents, by the common practice
here of scuding children to pick berries, and by the poverty of some
families whosc children are cither destitute of food or clothing.
Respeetfully, your obedient servant,
JE{U'JMIAH SLINGERLAND, Teacher.
Hon. J. V. Suvpay,
U. 8. Sub Indian Agent.

No. 14,

Abstract of school reports,
September, 1863,

Stockbridge school—Jereminh Slingerland, teacher; average number
of scholars in attendance, 20; greatest number, 86,

Studies pursued: spelling, reading, wridng, geography, grammar,
arithmetic, and natural phiﬁ)snphy.

I have examined this school personally, and with a great deal of
satisfaction The diflerent studies are thoroughly explained, and ap-
parcotly well understood by the scholurs, I enclose the tcacher’s
report.

p()ncz'«la schools—First Christian party, Susannah Loft, tcacher;

average number of scholars, 15; greatest number, 85.
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Studies pursued: the simplest branches of the English language.
But little interest is kept up in this school by the teacher, and r have
found her poorly qualified for the station,

From the Rov. Mr. Requa, teacher of the second Christian party, I
have not reccived any report. I have visited the station twice, once
during a vacation and once on a Saturday. I examined the school-
house, books, writing books, &c., of the scholars, which showed con-
siderable advancement. The studies pursued are spelling, reading,
writing, and arithmetic.

Menominee schools—Rev. F. J. Bondicut and Mrs, Dousman, teachers;
avernge number of scholars, boys 84, girls 30; greatest number in
all, 70, "The principal stidies are spelling, reading, writing, and geog-
raphy, in all which branches the scholars have made considerable
progress. 1 visited the schools and heard the large scholars read, and
examined their writing and their lessons in geography and map drawing.

‘This school Inbors under a disadvantage. The teachers having been
brought up' and educated in a foreign tongue, speak and pronounce the
English langunge very imperfecily, This is the case particularly in
regard to the male teacher,  In other respecets his teaching and his in-
fluence have had a very excellent and beneficial effect upon the charac-
ter and conduct of a large class of this tribe, 4

JOHN V. SUYDAM,
Sub-agent, Green Bay.

No. 15.

MixNESOTA SUPERINTENDENCY,
Saint Paul, Scptember 14, 1853,

Sir: T have had the honor heretofore to transmit from this office re-
ports fromn the Indian agents under this supfrintendency.
1 b(:f leave to give my views of the future regulations necessary in
the Indian department in"this Territory. ¢
*

The Chippewas.

Jst. The Indian title ought, by all ineans, to be extinguished to the
mining region of Luke Superior, and to all lands east ot the Mississippi.
The immense mineral wealth of that region, under the control of our
enterprising countrymen, should not be overlooked. The Inudians are
daily being impressed with its great value, and overy year it will be
morc and more difficult to purchase it at a reasonable rate.

2'(!. This tribe should be concentrated as soon as possible, and the
“Pillagers” put under unnuities to prevent their wandering and maraud-
ing habits.

I respectfully call your attention to the very interesting report of the
Chippewa agent un this subject. :

3d. Tho Chippewas must be paid by the 1st or' 10th of September,
or their annuities, as heretofore, will prove a curse insterd of a bless-
ing tn those living on Lake Superior. .

4th, If their goods and provisions could be here Wy the 20th of July,
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the{ can be transported by steamboat above the Falls of St. Anthony
within 80 wiles of the ageney. . '
6th. If they are not {)m'd cfore October, they lose their fall fmnts,
which are far more valuable to these people than government provi-
sions, as they now receive them,

6th. If the object of the government is to civilize them, they must be
concentruted west of the Mississippi, and near their agent, their school,
and their missionaries; they are now moro scattered than any tribe in
lhl:i 'I‘emtqry.‘ The Pillager bunds of Chippewas are warlike, and, not
being amnity Indians, are doubly troublesome, living ns they do among
thosc drawing annuities, . .

The Sioux.

. Th'c doubtful tenure by which this tribe hold their supposed reserva-
tion is well un.dersloml I)y their chiefs and headmen, and is beginning
to give deep dissatisfaction, and throwing daily more and more obsta-
cles in the way of their removal; this reservation will not be wanted
by white men for any years: )

1st. Because there 1s not wood, or timber, or coal, suflicient for the
purposes of civilization, except imiediately on the St. Peter’s and its
tributarics. From near the vicinity of the new agency there commences
a vast prairie of more than one hundred miles in extent, entirely des-
titute of timber; and I feel confident we never shall be able to kee
any very large number of them at their new agencey, or near there. It
1may be, by using with care and economy their agricultural fund, that
inducements can be held out to keep more and more cach year within
the reach of the agency.

2d. Already the fund set apart for the removal and subsistence the
first year of 1 he Sissétoans and Wah-pa-toans has been expended, and
all their provisions caten up ; $17,000 and upwards has already been
expended by Governor Rlamsey, and one year in advance of the time
fixed by the treaty for their removal. ‘This expenditure. was made
while he was geuting them to sign the Senate amendments to the treat
of July 23, 1851, which they werc very reluctant to do, and which
not more than hall the chiefs have ever signed yet. Phese Indians
want the government to confirm this reservation to them for a term of
years. I would recommend that this be done as the only means to
satisly them, and humanity demands it. I rccommend thit the pay-
ments be made earlier, so as to give them their vsual time for goinI (gn
their fall hunts for a winter’s supply of buffalo and deer. The su glies
tnust be hiere sooner than heretofore, because the agency is now rmggved
200 miles further off, and for the further reason, that after the ist Au-
gust no steamboat can be got up to the new agency, and land trans-
portation is extremely difficult and cxtravagantly expensive.

The T “innclagacs,

This tribe have until Yately been extremely di
: . lateiy been »mely discontented, and have
never remained. in the country sct apart for them, under tho treaty of
1846, permanently. The treaty of 1846 pledged the honor and solemn

faith of our government to give them a home suitable to their *“wants
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and wishes.” By the exchange latel{ made .with them, by order of
the governmnent, through agent Fletcher and myself, they are much
pleased, or at least they profess to he. ‘Their new home on Crow
river will, in my judgment, give them perinanent satisfaction, I take
this ocension to say, that this exchange has caused tome persons, for
party i)urposes, and others becnuse u difference in money was not
given them to pay old debts, to be dissatisfied, 'They taltk and reason
as if’ the government had no right to its own soil, nor the Indians any
chim to protection by the government, notwithstanding the pledged
faith of the government by the 8d article of the tréaty of 1846. These
men making compluints against the treaty are residing on the Missis.
sippi, where they can go on the west side and make what they call
claims, and thus cut the good timber off government lands and convert
them to purposes of commnerce, &e., without being actual settlers,

But I should remark that this opposition to this exchunge with the
Winnebngoes is very insincere. 'They don’t want to lose the distri-
bution of the large Indinn annuity anmually, yet they wunt them off'the
Mississippi river, so they can get full access t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>