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REPORT

OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN ATFFAIRS.

War Depanrment, Orrice INDIAN A¥FAIRS,
November 30, 1847,

81r : 1 have the honor to submit a general view of the condition
and operations of this branch of the public service, during the past
ear. . .

! Since my last annual report, nineteen Creeks, forty-four Chicks-
saws, and a fow Cherokees—numbér not known—thave emigrated
themselves; and one thousand six hundred and twenty-three Choc-
taws, have been removed from east of the Mississippl to the coun-
try of their brethren, west of that river. A small number of ‘Mia-
mies, left behind when the great bodf' of that tribe- was rémoved
from Indiana last year, chiefly to enable them to gather and dispose
of their fall ¢rops, are, it is believed, either now on the way, or
are’abdut starting for' the west, - . e ,

By the treaties of 1838 and 1840 with the Miamies, and by;a joint"
resofulion of Congress, approved March 3d, 1846,'a portion'of them,
sbout one hundred and sixty-one in number, are permitted to re-
ceive thelr annuities, and, as they claim, to remdin peymanently in
Indiana. It.is regretted that the could not have been removed
alsoy as it is believed that it would have been both better’for them-
selves, and beneficial to their brethren who have emigrated, It is
doubtful whether they can prosper and be happy where they are.
They will, in a great measugd® be compelled to give up their own
peculiar ‘customs and habits, without adequate ll»rc'vious prepara-

“tion for the change; be under the operation cf laws, the reasons
for, and advantages of which, they do not understand; while they
Tiust soon he hemmed in by a thrifty white population, having in
its superior resources, and.greater energy and industry, every ad-
‘vintage over them; and with which, from their origin, pec¢uliar.
lastes, and backwardneéss of improvement,.they cannot coalesce nor
be upon any footing of c¢quality. ~With_their brethren west, they "
coald live as they have been accustomed;’ their peculiar social
wante and sympathies could be ﬁratiﬁed, and they: would noty as
auong the whites, be discouraged, by great disparity :in circum-
#ances and civilization, from making. proper exertions-for imprgv-.
ing-their-condition. From being now somewhat gdvgnoed in.the

~tiements of civillzed life, théy would servé as an example for the-
hiulation of their brethren  west, and as a guide to them in the

,Whtég' ‘path ‘upon which they themselves had-.entered. It-ia
h;ﬂd’;that,'eyenbefore they suffer in any matésial degree from the:.
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‘ G o ily labor where they

ich' they must necessarily la
disadvanlﬂg_ﬁsi gngoe;x;ﬂcl:)(:\hvincgd that it would lbe \f:;t better for
are, they, wi te and be with their br,ethren,m,( he W \\'.Hoé‘p lands
them to emigra el‘ Saes and Foxes of the I\IlsslSS‘)’li"l 181%. that
- A portion of ‘mh‘ ;ed by the treaty of Ocloper 1 (I;,‘ttowa’tomié
in Towa were pul:c a ort'last yeay, had halted in the ? those ant:
at the date of my repone forward; so that the whole Ql assigned
country, have smc.ecginfortibly seited in the new the Osnge ngver,
ted tribes N consent, on the head waters of t ‘{he :gme b,
them, by their 0\:"[11 of the Shawneces. Now that nder);d by the
immgt‘l:ﬁ:zelgéai‘;\“ of those unhappy influences, enge ’
yond ‘tl

and ’prcpareiiﬂpar(ies of Indians for'emigration, and thereby incurrbq
- expense, the Superintendent wag authorized to recejve all'such; ard
to pay to the persons who collected them a just remuneration for
their services andl expenses; or, if they so desired, to permit them
to remove the parties to the Choctaw country west, allowing thein
- areasonable sym therefor, not to exceed the
cost the' government to remove similar patties
lated in the contradt with Anderson and othess, -
It may not be improper here to give a- brief explandtion of the
situation of these Indians, and of the position held b

10 . 1d by the geiéral Ll
ite frontier population, and so greatly cing. Rabit opeofor st by i e i e trat ey {1
. imity. of an Indian and white fronti lh laid of judicious cfforts, ang R lan ,t fin ;M_Y Which | Doct: s sve west i
1 proxiniity. both, if is hoped that, with the hev will soon com rematning lands east of the Ississippi, anc agreed to remove weg
B Y prejudicial to Oth’ agents of the government, they few years, of that river; provideq that each Choctaw head of a family, desirous
l ' { and advm? ;::t)rz{né :cogurse of improvement, which,in a
i . Ience and

of remaining and be’com‘ing a citizen of the S }

in thei oral and social
[ A vith gratifying results in their m :
i will be a,“end(:dq“;]‘;l:: r‘imtheyDgpnrtmen( Jabored wi:?guisséggtlzgh.,
j adya‘n_c:gg;:st ybar, x':t’n induce them to consent to th
during the
{

thereupon ghould be entitléd to six hund _ :
and for each unmarrieq child, over ten years of age, living in’ the
“family, three hundreqd and twenty acres, and for ench child “under
ten one hundred ani sixty. acr g
. simple, if: they'resuled on the lands for five 3
* tion of the tr'eat{,, with the intention of becoming citizens,
also stipulated that such persons should not lose the privilege of a
octaw citizen; but that, if they ever remove, they were not to !

be entitled to any portion of the annuities of the nation,: It bein‘%
represented that there were many persons entitled to the benefit of
:the provisions of this article, who, from circumatances beyond their

’ heir attention in sosfie
them, and to turn t ention in sorhe
Thent o scho?lsﬁ!\?&?gpursuizs, it does not feel (l:izg:ll?i?uilices
e o alg::;’“'to be able to effect a change in Y
< rre 1o . o c .
I e
» ] “ Qr g Voo * L B R een re.
o e fiesisstopt ulil, before this tinde,-liave
I e Dbt s bt tly disappointed. Under
g tment has been greatly disa) el
K move.d,;_lmt‘thecelggsggzed in my report of last }g;z;r, \"?ithc?lexander
:ge.m:z:lnlz::l? e o mllh cp;e:(llb{!)ry, lll"mit;(ion on the 3ist
eir , e ptem
! ‘ and which exj fhe 3o
<1 :Ai‘n({;:rso:l;:r(l :&g:s\’vas extended (c; th; lg:\r(é(;yof?thcUI{)?xsiness, b
. of Dece ’ ts, who then took c : ‘ 58 10
" ‘:“iﬁotthe\xfp?;%ﬁ:a 'forward with a greater degrec of energy
state tha

. . ton
it had been before; yet, at the end of the period of extension—
than it ha

rn Sphce 0 ahnost (h(ee )eaISV—-HIEI y as ,
du i g 2 f € were neatl man

little over a moiety
" W2 had gone \\'E‘St nly a the,ﬁon'»
s;;llbrema:;lgr;g (esans:e:?thousgand) estim 8ed tg beI;é‘;:g h‘?,!;re made -
H o t,e nu A e heen removed, A thef
to, having tension of the
tract was entered into, nt to a further ex B
: tment to conse those of the.
to induce the Depar n the same térms as he.
- t 2 new one o ined It was consi
contract, or to grant itions were.declined. . Y
e ; both proyositio ried, under circumstances 4f:
old contract; but had been fairly tried, under ¢ L s
' i ad been ¥ ITee; : L in effedt
? r:’g;g‘lﬁ: tt‘;‘::g:et::‘ a‘s could ‘1"%\1 cll)e ?llle(:g :g’lhl:sl'\lttec}ll?nd unsatise:
avo ished‘re ror 0
W OY o had agcomplis t to endeavor €0
failed; or, at least, e duty of the Departmen L
became the duty be more successfule
factory, that it | de; which would probably be more t, it -Was,
devise some other mode; full examination of the subject, o
s.and a full exe . ) f the gov-
After l?u‘?(lll“{‘gqt‘;;:g’{he whole business into the iha&‘;z :nd appogint
detgrmltll et(; be managed. by agents of :{-9 0“'“3? ngiy d
ernment, 0 e-been adopted accordingly. nectéd;
" Th m'\dg%ge?: rri;r;::ﬁlted that individuals; who' were conn }ﬁ
- It havin >

"the Indiang were found entj led, and the land could be allotted ‘to
them cénsistently with th‘aﬁrovisions of the treaty, that was to be
40 done; but where the land-had been sold, or was so encumbergd

-ihat it could not be S0 assighed to them, they were to be given cér-

-tificates entitling them to enter elsewhere fhe same tity of
“unsold lands.of the United States.” Of these certificate

dendminated scrip; not more ;
said Indisng yntil afrer their rémoval’

-of the Miss‘issxpﬁi leaving it ion; en

deliver the ofher La!fi eitier east or' west of that river as might be

“deemed most advishblemnd‘p'roper. By a-subsequent Jaw ‘Oongress

‘ifanded the half-not deliverable east, at the rate of. one dollar- apd

~twenty- ve cents per acré, allowing an annual interedt of ﬁvgdp'er

. ¢enti‘thereon.”. It will thus be scen that, with thoge whe ted’

Temain, the relations of the genersl’ ;

" Hally. changed, It hag ‘no “further

,_q!lliai:‘obfig‘atipns to:fulfil towar.

1{:;%511’!‘6 to them the Jands to which 'theJ' were entitle
4813 was done as far ag possible, an

CE .

N . .

. R R I ' s &4 2‘
' .lth the ‘em‘\gl’at‘lo‘l’* Of ﬂ_xo’se'l’ndlan}s uﬂdqr the; explled SOB fa
) At 8

set - apart “and
cenewed of oxt ;colleciyl:

had; in the expectation of its being renewed of ;extended,:colletif

y in 1) N . :

under the treaty,
when 1°ot; the best ‘practica-

- KT
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inferior to, an increasing white population, they could not prosper;

- where they.residéd; and the State of Mississippi especially, within

' &' 'destructi and wh y would feel more at home, - §
. t.entiredesfruction, and where they wou ‘ In al :
: :atx‘l:lﬁ%e‘ more prosperois ;,{nd happy. The goveramentin thugresurm-

st.pdap to facilitat ir 1 . The especial policy -
ime best.pdapted to facilitate their removal,. Tl oliey - |
":éta,rﬁeol;:iz%f ofpflfnding a portion of the scrip ;was to put them, wu{

i ‘tred A ermitted to participate,”
pent, in which the tredty) they. are not pérmitted t t .
: l:'alilltéi;’l‘l:r::la’ipb er- would gn’able‘th‘em to adjust their affairs east,

¢ The scrip .issued was placed in.the hands of the ‘agent for the. §

4 EMIGRATION. g

‘ Fhey had severed theii con-
! ial measure wa$ adopted. They ; t
:Licir:zﬁsgll?lthe general government as wards, angt\ (:lunta;[&}ll):i[;lgﬁ(‘aﬂ
themselves under the legislative control oIf thc}zl a f(;st Thelr sity- -
ation' was, however, an unhappy one. In the m ) far

- “4cquired more or less induence over the Indians, through which
_they would endeavor to delay their emigration,’ in the hope-more
effectually. of securing the scrip, which; in most instances, has been
‘obtained from them fori a veiry inadequate consideration.
++ By the late treaty with the united nation of Chippéwas, Ottawes,
i-and Pottowatomies, they were allowed two years.from thé £3d of
~"July, 1846, within whicli to remove from their separaté residences,
<~ near Council Bluffs; on-the Missouri, and on the .Osage river, ‘to
‘theif new country, purchased of the Kanzas, where they are all
again to be united and live together. Through the judicious cyun-
~sel and prident efforis of the able and efficient Supéiintendérnt of
Indian affairs at St. Louis ‘however, they were induced to agree to
' témove this fall, provided:the moneys stipulated in the treaty to
" enable them®”to do'so weré sent out if season. Thig' was done—{he
pryment made ' to’ them<-and théy have carried, -6r are cairying out

*their promises in good: faith—those from the Bluffs having, at the
“loat accounts, advanced a c¢onsiderable distancé on the routg, dand
‘those from the Osage haviiig ¢ithér startéd; or were'about starting.
* It is colifidently expected 't%at, with-the exception of a stiall band
twhich determined to remdin and hunt on the headwatéry: of  thie
‘Des Moines, as hag been ‘theif practice ieretofore, all’ wxi *dtrive
‘in their new country in season to make the requisité’ arrarigémerits
“for their comfort during the winter, and be'prepared to commnience
‘theif farming operations with the o ening of the spring. o
The Bthi articlé of the treaty of January 14, 1846, with'the Kan-
-2a8, provides ‘that; if the lands still held and retained by them,
“iwest of those ceded:by the first article of that tredty; are defidient
“ifi-timbér, the President shall cause a suitable .country to be ' laid
“~off for them, near the western boundary of their cession to the:gov-
“einment ; in" which: évent, they cede the remainder of their coun-
: . ~~'try2niot~c¢i'dedfby tln‘efﬁrstjart;lc éof the trﬁaty.»d 'In‘tl}e cilohtinge{\dy
B kel sttty vest,as would place- § -mentioned, the running éf t e western boundary of that cession,
-gnd procure such art;((:les ?_" t_he’.lt;‘n:vsal,;gtutls ‘t‘hee ,necesstirie'g) and <’ § g pi'o'vi'de,(l for in the fghﬁ'd artiele;"would have bge'ﬁ‘a" ﬁgeléjﬁf‘«a'ﬁ({
them: upon a similar ‘equality’ wi ' 8‘[) » <@ uinecessary expensq. It was therefore determirzd’ first £6 explote
conveniences of life. - : ’ f “'the tountry about where the line W(')'ll;ll(l g‘;ui, and_if’vf;ast ‘of i,t.b' This
\, A ianis ag they were emigrated by the:. § “:Was done, and the country found to be without sufficient timber:fo -
-tribe, to bd delivered to ﬂ;g}!",*;ag;;‘g,i‘;‘,fgd‘;;“ih‘.,:&ne,an Yaud j “Irender it 8- sujtable and somfortable. home fox the Kanzas. The
contractors ; and by régu blleo?or lands from a transferee of-an Ifi-. ¥ ‘“ageént, Major Cimmins; who madé the exploration,’ was- instractdd
Office, it was made rgchvaf had been witnessed and certifiedtoby;. & -1t that case to select some other section that would afiswet-the; put-
didn, only where the t'ai"’stea tions eniotned it it should not b N ‘poge. - He acoordingly selected’ and caused to be laid’ off, by +peéll
thes ‘agent. The first ins rtlc fter th'gir removal ;west, unless its B ‘defined metes and bounds,a tract twenty miles squar, on thy:hénd
delivered to' the [ndians “‘I; tlv tend to facilitate their emigration, ¥ *:Wafors of the Neosho, south of the Shawhees, ahd immediatelyWest
ayment east ~W.°.1‘l’-ld ma:u ass a);x thorized to deliver it after the pit:: B “0fthe new country. of tize Sacg and Foxes. Maﬁor Harvéy; the Su-
in which-event the agent w : homes,.or assembled for that purpet®- '@ “petintendent at St. Louis; having appréved the selection and " pé-
ties had started for their new to justify the beliof that they would: ¥ “chmmended its confirmation, it was submittell through you to: the
undoy such ¢ircumstances as ‘t’ ’f..heyscﬁ that has been deliversd: ¥ “‘President and ~'conﬁrmed:‘ét:cdr'dingl{'. It is expécted that the Kait-
cértainly go. _'_'lhgb_gr'egt_e_r. pl? 'rll'(;onsider‘at on of: the whole subjeth. B - ¥u8:will-remove to this country -early in the spring; in time to put
1‘}?’ l]))ee}:l Bﬁ#::iltd ’xs 'sltlitt’i.s(l)ll':(; t§a£;~instehd of having expedite tﬂ::; y,i':-‘;geh; crops; and to make other requisite and Wecesgary arrangd-
¢ Departm ea ) FOSLS g ceof the contel § -entg for the year. - - . . ol R
emigration, it has g'ea“ylritzzd:q-itt’},‘:g:o;rs:f%‘::i?e:gla';ms againl:. 5 The Winneb%‘goestam only beer awaitifig'the purchbdé of d hew
;’a"ie‘},.‘;“ gb_ettg"?gee': ;[;:grs:i:n of‘ﬁt_‘.mo'st, if not all of whots Ed' §.“home fo them, 1 conformity withi the third artidle-of the tréaty of i
- the Indians, ! . ' e )

Tary, o oli tually become outeasts .

contrary, must decline and even ) |
?ﬁyt{lfenyﬂ;gmain‘ed '“”hei'e,t‘hey were. They also were a? ;232‘:;!8
upon the improveinent and:prosperity of “the sections o ¥

’ 't i to be fe-
s 1i ‘eat body of them were, was anxious
ﬁgggﬁ'lr':gg‘?uf?ﬁ %;Z;ence. ) Under these‘p;rc‘:{mstaip?;:s,‘;:fég:?g::
ver: i quest nt solrcitation of the ;

overnment, at therequest and urgentsol on of the delegations

ON i ; of Alabama and Mississippi, ‘
in Congress from the States o ] nd Mississipp, tooc them

in in'i Yo, an d the obligdtion of removing

eould b ch_m‘ggi upon to g the country of their brethren west
‘could be prevailed upbn to go to the try of thalr brethren e
' issippi, who were willing to receive them; wl e
gogifl ll:,tlsi‘s}'i‘eé ff')r}:)r’n those influendes operating east, for their deoline

' he extent, i ions towards these people, and
ihg, to;some extent, its.former relations towards 3 il
:2§;e%§is’éubjééﬁng';tse]f ton henvly expense, fgtr' {:?i}fjf&:é:&&;lk:;g

‘arrangements as were deemed necessary pr ion and -
i‘el:\lllr?ti‘;?g .e,their”rope’rt'. Hence a portion of ﬁhelr s.cngiczgz |
‘fundéd anid;the ba ance d{rqcted to be paid over to th{:mt lt';le ioh 2
manne;'. ad-vas deemed most beneficial for them, and a

i 2y: me footing of equality with
ect to an annual income, upon some foot] ity with
:ﬁzli):‘i)t'ré(t)hrén west, - who' receive large annuities from the govern

-~

5

t'(!% N
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United States, and whi¢h are already beginning to be required for

that State. By the terms of the treaty, the country for their future

residence was to be explored and selected b

the Long Prairie river, and the Crow Wing into which it emptiesy
on‘ethe ngorlB. A]thi)u’gh this is high up-on the Mississippi, and at
resent considerably in advance of our. whlte,}{qpl};_a‘lp‘ni yet the
epattinent';, esired that they would select a position still further

the redach of our population, now so rapiflly;ex(ending in that quar-
te::l:ild_unfil, ungel?the beneficial operation of the system of policy
now being pticsued for' théir improvement, they would be better

\

for it. - . .
One reason which has been ‘urged in

T Ak g S e g e ML LT

extent, and be the means of
and the Chippewas, who are

been’ no little danger of serious difficulties and bloodshed. This

joining and north of that intended for the Winnebagoes, lying be-
Crow Wing—the-extreme northeast

dividing line between the Sioux and-Chippewas.

.- . . i} . . a4 M
Indians who may prefer a northern location. ,’1.he pegotm‘uo%
were successful;ytv!v)o treaties having been made with different: pay:

1,667,000 acres.

important, that they be finally acted on at- an eprly.day, in ordes

PR GE

quisite arrangements in the spring for a

germanent residence. - s
.~ Without the lands thus ceded-:by the C

.

their ownhpeoplg, :

by an agent of their own appointment; and scon after the treaty-
:vras )c':onclugded,‘Mr. H. M. Rice, duly appointed as their a ent, ex- ..
plored and selected for them the section of country lying between-
the Watab river, a tributary of the Mississippi, on the south, and .

Y

hippewas, they. still-ha

+ a sufficient quantity, west of the Mississippi, for a,.suimhle;,&:}

13th, 1846, in order to commence thgir removal from the .
9;?:3512 land,s‘the'); now occupy in Jowa, which they ceded to the,

settlement and cultivation, by the rapidly increasing population of.,

north, in order that; for a long time to come, they might be beyond

: o= T1 Pailh » h YA with the
fitted for living in contact, and for intermingling freely wit

whites. Theygwould not, l’wwever, consent to go elsewhere; and
as théland belonged to the Chippewas of the Mississippi and Lake -
Superiot, it became necessary to enter into negotiations with them .

- favor of the Windnebé{goes\j,

: ing‘located at this point, is that they will be interposed to some'.
F heing locare feans’ reserving peace; between the Siovx-.
: ereditary enemies, and dre enga ed:
% in- frequent, c.ol_li_sions; and between whom there has for some time:

d other considerations led the Department to determine, if pr‘a‘lcgs;
:il::ab(;e, to acquire also from the Chippewas an additional tract ad-:
31y Prairie and Leaf rivers—both emptying into the-
o e o8 Fralrie o oint of which is high up on..thef
i g ppew: This. is a d]es'“;‘1;
" ble country, well adapted to the principal branches of agricu turéy,
N ah% CC;;“ ys’l‘iited fgrpa residence for the Menomonies or othet?:

B ISR Y . 3 . . | b’;

tie the Chippewass, alleging separate interests in the'lands, Y
! wh?c‘i)lf"they- bel()lled bo’th thge tracts mentioned, contaimqg about‘gf
57y \ These treaties have already. beent submitted fm};_k
the consideration of yourself and the President, and, if approved;:

for -transmission to the Senate for its constitutional. action.. - It:w

*

-that; if ratified, the Winnebagoes may have ample time to prepate;
" for ;emoval,'ar;d be ‘cnabled to take possession of thejr new-oqun*}‘z
" try sufliciently.early to put in their crops, and .to make other.re+

RIS

“sgency, which

‘tofjunciion. with sther

fredtimeasure are

- W10 .gell out an

. NEGOTIATIONS—CHIPPEWAS MENOMONIES,
comfortable 1esidence for the “whole of them, now living both east
sid west of that river. As stated in my last "annual report, they
are now scaitered over so immeiise an extent of country, that but
litle, if any thing, can be done for their civilization and improve-
“menty while whiskey-sellers and other persons of aii improper char-
fgetér, have free access to them, to take advantage of their
Weaknesses, corrupt their morals, and rob them of their means, in
-defiance of all the efforts and exertions of the -officers of the gov-
erment, It would be far better for them if théy were all con-
téntrated in their country west, where they could be almost effec-

tually protected “from the pernicious -influences now opdrating ‘to ‘

bring down ‘'upon them misery and ' degradation. The lands ‘they
still 'own east of the' Mississippiy. and of a line extended nearly
die north from_"l)aké “’_inibcgoshish?- through the ‘“hig. fork,” to
Rainy lake, our northerniboundary, lie between that boundary and
a line nearﬁ' duewest frem opposite the junction of the Crow Wing
with the Mississippi river, to about 92> 18’ or 20 of longitude,
then¢ce due north to the St. Loujs river; and soivn thatiriver. to
Lske Superior. 1t is com puted
‘1epresented to -
twhite : population; and a portion to be valuable for jts
resources; but the greater part is believed té be of comparat vely
little Value for any purposes of civilizéd life: on these points,
bowever, the Department has no authentic information.~ A ‘great
number of* these: Indians live south of this section, on lands ceded
by-them to the United. States by former treaties;: and, from which
they are under obligaticns ‘to r¢move whenever- required by: the
President, For the convenience and benefit of the white popula-
tiod, as well as for théir own, good, they should be notified-at an
early period to leave these lands, and to seek a home on their d%n
firther north. , In'doing this, they should be encouraged to settle
9 near the Mississippi as posstble, in order to-be convenient to the
it is in contemplation to remove from Lapointezon
‘Lake Su periory wheré it now 18y to'some point on ‘oy near and '\&est
of the Mississippi. On that river; the agency will ‘be nearer and
hore convenient to the ‘great ‘body of the Indians, particularly it
50 now on the ceded lanids -settle
kitve a tendency to draw all of those east in that direction; and, in
proper measures, gradually to incline them
mfavor of a removal and settlement west of the fississippi. .-
/*The commissioners uppointedto negotiate with the Chi pewas,
Xere instructed to proceed to the Menomonie country, on finishig
ﬂ!ﬂ-duty;'ﬁfoitthe ‘purpose of negotiating with’them ‘also, for' the
A9ds-they yet own in’ Wisconsin. - The acquisition by the govern-

‘Ment of these lands, now much wanted. for settlement and cultiva-
white population; and to the -

tion, is: of mhch:’co’n,sequence to. our
n°§pe’rit'y=of~tha‘t'se'ctlon of Wissonsin; while it would be.much
Peiter. for the Indians, surrounded and pregsed upon: as they.in a
by whites,-and suffering:all the evils and. disad-
Matages' of such a position-—to thera-an unnatural and unfortunate
: remove 'elszwhére. Their sitaation is similar

a

) at 10,743,000 acres; sofak '¢f which jg .
be well adapted for settlement and cultivatidn ¥

n;ii; eral-

in ‘that quarter, while “it will -
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-the subjeet of a céssion of their lands.

-débt to traders and others, and are almost -entire :
fluence aud control of their creditors and half-breed relatives, who,
expecting Yo profit largely by what may be allowed for their landy; §

" suade.them from treating at-present on any terms, in the hope that

‘vision eip%made in treaties with the Indians for the payment ¢f
debts; will be
‘disappointed.

" Indians in Wisconsin.
own request, or on the application of a nuihber of them, made tuedt §

citizens, and pr_ovidcdffor a- divislon of. the lands in-their reservt g [T88 '
B kieded by differsnt chiefs, and occupy a large extent of country.on

10 NECOTIATONS—MENOMONIES.

to tliat of the Winnebagoes, and the same strong and cogent reasopy
that exist in favor of a change in the orie case, obtain dlso in the
other. One of the commissioners was taken ill and obliged to re-
turn before reaching.the Chippewa country, and.the other way ¥
unwell,after terminating the nefirotiations with the Chippewas, i
to be-unable to proceed té the N enomonie coantry. He returi

through ‘Wisconsin, however, and had some opportunity of gathl

ing information asito the views and feclings of the Menomonies'¢h

He was perfectly satisfied

that to make o treaiy with thera now, on any thing like reasonable

terme, ofzupon cond{tions that woild be juiliciouc and satisfactot}

to the government, is uiterly impracticable. 'l‘hc?' are_greatly i
y

not only stimulate them to demand an exorbitant price, but dis
therésolution of the Senate, of March 3d, 1843, which proliibits pré:

tepealed. In this I trust and believe they will-bt
The resolution was a wise and salutary provisios,
and*~has been attended with the most beneficial results. .. ‘
its adoption, traders and others, in anlicipation of a treaty beif
made with a tribe, in which debts would be provided for, induces

them recklessly to run in debt, by -every “means by Wwhich-they B

tion paid for their lands, fell into their hands. Treaties,in f34,
were mede almost exclusively for the benefit of such persons ; tof,
thirough their influence over the Indians, lhe‘y could dictate what-
¢ver terms they pleaced. Being immediately 'and constantly
sociated: with tgne-lndians, and havin

has in a great measure diminished. Under these circumastances
Department has been compelled,‘at least for the present, to abtn-
don all idea of negotiating with:the'Menomonies. :

that difficulties of a grave charactér exist among the Steckbrid
A law ‘of March 3d, 1843, passed at th

" sFrom the accompanying papers (marked F) it will be perceiﬁg

tion among’ them in severalty. By an act of August 6th, 1884
this law was repealed, and*the Stockbridge

tion and custorms as.Indians, except such’ys preferred remaiuisy |
citizens, and ivonld dofe forward and register their names with 4% §

The reservation was t‘hen:‘-:ti"&
divided between the parties, in' proportion to anmbers-+-one Ps¥¥: ] '

sub-agent, within three ‘months,

W

-4valuable consideration.
N .ihe reservation between the parties,.and it being therefore imprac-
f ticable to proceed further in the execution of the law, apording to
its intent, the Departinent required' the sub-agent to obtain all the

under the ia- §

Befort, {

the power through crediy

anﬁ;re;’ireseﬁtations.to ‘make them believe that they are their best 3

aid only true friends and benefactors, their influence is still mok

‘powerful—greater. probably than that of the government is of-cal

¢ ;-Yet, since the adoption of the resolution in question, the pir §

nicious svitem of excessive cradits, in anticipation of a,ma&,' .
LL)

‘Ments, as well a8 their time and Jabor. Y
-posed to concur in the opinion expressed by Governor Dodge, that
dhe only practicable remedy for the difficulties which have. thus
-isen, is for the Stockbridges to dispose of the whole. of their
Isnds, and such of them as ci

¥ dch form of government as they may prefer.

j Uibes in the northwest, attended by
The Sioux, one of the most restless and mischievous of our tribées,

% restored to their.post 3 10 : e
gisf § Bhers.’ A portion only—those livin ‘
‘whwities from the United States; and havityg been concerned: in the

'

BTOCKBRICGE DIFFICUDTIES, 1t

J‘ib called the citizen, and the other the Indian district—and the
Jynds in the former to be allotted in severalty, as under the first

liw. The c.itizeﬁ' party refused to come forward and enrol their
pimes, alleging that they were dlready invested with citizenship

snd all its privileges; of which Congress had no power to deprive
| jbem; and that they were unwilling to do anything that would lead
kD the assignment, which had becn made of the lands, being dis-

urthed—many of them having been sold to innocept purchasers for
There was thus no basis for a division of

information in his power, upon the several questions involved, in
order that the whole subject might be fully laid before Congress
for its consideration.

. It will be seen that the citizen party insist upon the rig}lt of citi-

tenship, notwithstanding their refusal to enrol their names; whilst

the other party contend that, in consequence of that -omission; all .

wre again Indians, and the lands not subject to:division j* and

| they have called upon the sub-agent to. have all white persons re-

moved from them. :The right of many of those claiming t be
uesmbers of either party, particularly the Indians, to he considﬁ)r‘ed

'M.Stoékbridgeuf entitled. to an interest in the lands, is_strongly
1

wntested; and the residences and improvements of those of the one,

-e 8q,intermingled with those of the other, it would séem imprac-

could temp} their uncontrolled and unregulated fancy and inclins- § tisable to séparate them in the manncr required by the latvy. ith-

tions, so that a great, if not the greater portion of the considers- §

out compelling many, at.a great #acrifice, to abandon their proper-
ty. It would also appear that 'a number of individuals, of both

phities, have sold the lands which were allotted to-them to perseus
who purchased in good faith, and for a valuable consideration; &id

wh; if the law of 1846 were catried out, would lose what they
piid for the lands, and what they may have expended -in ipjprove-
The Department. s dis-

oose, to remove where they can adopt

lace. between some of the

+:Unfortunate collisions have taken
loodshed and loss of life.

jve .committed attacks on the Omahans, the. Ottoes, the friendly

Pawnees nortk of the Platte, and the Winnebagoes; which, in the

tide of the Ottoes, led to retaliation, followed by a second attack
fren ‘the Sipux. These Ihdians are divided into:separate bands,

Wi above the St. Peter’s, between.the Mississippi and Missouri
on the Mississippi~-receive

Axel : ‘Winnebagoes; orders were given for their unish-
4y-and for witltholding their annuitiés until they made full and

etk upon the
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12 HOSTILE COLLISBIONS.

ample satisfaction. Understanding this, they manifested contriti
for the outrage, and voluntarily came forward to make such repi
ration as the ¢ase admitted. They acknowledged their error-a
suitable and becoming terms to the Winnebagoes, and entered.int
an‘arrangement to-pay them four thousand dollars, in four equl
annual payments, for the use and benefit of the relatives of

individuals who were slain, This arrangement was entirely satiif;

tory to the Winnebagoes, and a good understanding scems now {y
subsist between' the two par(ies. The Winnebagoes were muf

_exasperated, and it was with considerable difficulty that, with]sb”z
; 'k

of the Pottowatomies who had come to ‘their uid, they cou
prevented from taking violent revenge. Much credit is due fo

General Fletcher, the sub-aygent, to the commanding officer at Fort:
-Atkinsony.and to Henry M, Rice, esq., a resident trader, who; by

their firm and judicious efforts, prevented such a result; and whe

with the co-operation of the agent for the Sioux, were mainly is-

strumental in settling the difficulty in the peacefnl-and satisfactony
mafner in which it was ‘arranged. The other attacks werc midt
by’the Sioux residing on or in the vicinity of the Missouri river,ts

-whom we pay no annuities, and whom it is difficult to control. A
- party or Pawnees residing south of the Platte, who are also evi
disposed and treacherous, made an attack in the spring on a paify,

of emigrants to Oregon, and did much mischief, though no'lives st
reported to have been lost. Instrucfions were given for the pwr
ishment of both them and the Sioux by a military force, and fa
taking hostages for their future good éonduct. For the more effect-
ual {:rotection of our citizens emigrating -to Oregon, and of tk

Oma

Platte, which, in connexion with that to be established near Grid

Island; on.that river, would, no doubt, effectually prevent such'ef-
currences in future. An aftack, was also madeé’last winter by ¥
Iowas on a lodge of the Omahas; but the Department having 4

j)e satisfactory repe

rected their abnuities to be withheld; they ma
ration for the injury inflicted. This prompt and determined coufit
onthe part of the government will, it is believed, prevent any mé
conduct on their part in future, and have a- salutary effect upon othit

tribes who were present at the council at which' the matter w;‘

arranged. .

With the exception, possibly, 6f the mischievous Pawnees, sgvl

of the Platte, it is not known'that any of the Indians, with whek

we have any immediate intercourse, or.over whom this'tDe‘part‘n@[

has any means of exercising a control, have:been: concerned in:H

attacks upon our trains on the Santa ‘Fe route, during thef_zt

year. Property, which was, no doubt, plundered from the tisid

has been found in the possession of two or three of -thie tribes v,
whom we have treaties, andi to -whom' we: pay annuities, but.ts

alleged having received it in trade from other Indians ‘out .o

prairies. They. all cheerfully gave: it up, 8o far as. is knowny s
cept the Pawneee, who were compelled to do go. An iﬁ‘Pl‘?"‘;‘-

AY

i)
(AN

as, Ottoes, Poncas, and other weak tribes in the vicinity 4f
the Sioux, on the Platte and Missouri rivers, it may be advisabl¢
to;establish @ small military post somewhere near the motth.of th

DEPREDATION3—CHEROKEES, 13

. orevailed that the depredations were committed principally by
tf: l()}l:manche and other I;ndinns from “.rit}!in ‘the borders of Texas.
If-80, it must have been those whose.p'rmmpal haunts are far up on
e Rio Grandé and the Arkansas, with whom we have had ng in-
iircourse, and who are beyond the reach ani control of the agents
if this Department. It is the opu}ion og' the agents t!mat t.here is
s effectual mode of checking them in their career of mischief, and
#aching them proper respect for the United States, but by sending

‘smilitary force to chastise them, and to compe] them to cnter into

dipulctions for their good conduct hereafter. It is, however, the
inpression that a portion, at least, of the marauders were from 'I\ew
México, and that some of the attacks were instigated, if ‘hot’par-
ticipated in, by white persons, whether Mexicans, or renégades and
out-laws from our oyn country, is not known, The measures and
fécautions which is understood were directed by y(?\f-tq be
slopted by the military branch of the service will, it is hoped,
revent their repetition. ,

‘The late treaty with the Cherokees appears to have produced the
wmost harmony among those people. ~ All party distinctions and
ast misunderstandings have been laid aside, and they are movin
wivard with increased acceleration in the path of civilization an
iiprovement. )

In my report of last year I stated that measures were in progress
for making the settlement requiréd by this treaty; fmd,. that hopes
were ontertamed of completing it at an early- period in the then
approaching seision of Congress. It was subsequently ascertained,
bwever, that this could- not be done until the claims and other
Mesiness before the commissioneréy then sitting under the seven-
teenth article of the treaty of 1835, were determined and fully dis-
sosed of. Those commissioners—being the fourth board which had
een appointed under that article since 1836—convened at the cap®
itol for the transaction of business July 31, 1846; and continned in
session about one -year, the period for which the com’miss.lon had
Men renewed. Ample notice of the time and place of their meet-
jig,-and of their readiness to enter upon th_e. discharge.of their
Wulles was given, and every. necessary facility afforded to the
ttimants and their attorneys for™ the. -presentation and thorough
stamination of their respective demands; and, from their raport io

{he' President, of July 23, 1847, .it appears that  they have acted.

wpon and decided every case which wak ‘befqrg them. They sa
fhat ¢ the claimants were not taken by suiprise, nor were their
ehaes ever actéd on without giving time for preparation. After all
proper- delay, the claims brought from the west by the former com-
;l.iaioner's were taken up and examined several times with care.
'¥e.. commissioners have succeeded in disposing of every .one of
thege claims; and they now complete their official term, after hav-
g examined and determined upon every case before them, and
thout a single demand unadjusted and undecided.” The recorde:
Wecsedings of these commissioners, in which are set . forth their
iong: at length in every case, evince a degree of ability, impar-
and- pat;ejx;_»’iny_gBtigétion,.whlch_ would render théir decis-
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; ANRUITIES—INVESTMENTS.
CHEROKEES— NEW YORK INDJANS. o
and many,-it is represented, are ‘alrcady begin-
f:their consequent necessitous condition, . As far
all the facts and: circumstances .connected with this
hefarious transaction will be fully inquired into. ’
. The different ' mode of payment authorized
just, and cannot but be attended with the most bene-
“Instead of the chiefs and their special retainers and
by whom they-d@vre ipfluenced and
led,becoming enriched at the expense of the tribe gencrally,
ery one his just and proper

ions “final,” in the judgment of every one who is nét influenced | oply: three dq{lqrs,
A I e ‘ : S JhEReneed ning to ¢omplain o
by intérest, if; indced, they were no{ expressly made so by the:
provisions of ‘the treaty, -Regarding these claims, and all otliers
arising under the treaty of 1835, as having thus been disposed of, --|§
the:Deparfinent has'resulned its inquiries, and will now be able, it
is corifiently expected, to complete the scttlement referred to in
satisfactory mafiner at an carly da
The Indians residin
tions, in the State of

vn, comaia

A AN T NI

i by the new law is
-t eq jtable and

<

T o\ beaen Sl

: . . d ; or interested white persons
rlcgany and Cattdraugus reservaff end 1 p

ew York, are represented to be in a faveri
able and- highly prosperous condition. . The course pursued by the""
Tepartment;'in refusing to recognize those chiefs and other persons .

“who declihed to comply with*the requiremérites
of the laws, hassed by that State in 1846,
and ‘municipal’ organization of the tribe, wa
happiestre

der the old system, it will give to ev X
'df the bounty of the goyvernment:: It will also ten'd’:_to check -
e inordinate system of credits which has heretofore prevailed, by
b.thé idle and profligate were enabled to ‘pled
reat portion of the funds of the tribe; so
{ the chiefs and their friends had been satisfied, thére was -
yithing, left for the upright .and irdustrious. ‘A
ions, which more fully‘show the unfdirness and
y and advantages of

claiming authority e andl sweep
or the better at when the
attended with- the
iults, and all parties have now quietly acquiesced in its.
just and salutary provisions. - o
Feelings of much dissatis

but little, if any
copy of the instruct
injustice of the old system, ant pre
the new, accompanies this report, (marked A.) i
“The annuities of many of the.tribes are very Jarge—much gre
it amount than is requisite for their actusl wants at any.one period.
sonscquence is, that after supplying their more immedinte ‘ne-
the excess enables them to indulge in idleness and profli-
asted for articles of no real value to them.
e for-their wants even, during the winter; and when
f destitution, that'they

faction continue to exist among thise-
. who reside upon the. Tonawanda reservation, in relation to the

tredbiEs-of 1838 and 1842, by which that reservalion was ceded to’
] [ : It is regretted "that they do not see’
the propriety of peaceably removing therefrom,and of joining their-
brethren on the reservations above named, which are aniply suffi-
cient in ‘extent and resources for all; and where, under the fosterin
care extended to them both by-the General and Staté Governments
and the bepevolent efforts of the Society ¢f Friends for théir mora
and .intellectual iniprovement, they would soon forget their supposed
and contented in the enjoyment of

1 the propriet

MeBsts. Ogden and Fellows.

ghey, or is wa
scarcely provid
spring comes
are compelle ¢
tirning their, attention to

determined, after a_full ¢ons
annuities are.sufficiently large,
annually-—one-h
The different t
kvowny all cheer

, they ave in so great a state of dest
d -to resort to hunting for a subsistende, instead of
' It has, therefore, been
ideration of .the subject, tuat when the
they shall be divided and paid sémi-
alf ‘in ‘the fall,and the other half in the spring.
ribés have been hotified accordingly, and, so far as is
fully consent to the arrangément, excepl one tribe,
under the influence of interested white men, whoare op-
Bsed to the change for ‘purposes of “their, own. I\ '
pply their necessities'as tc enable them to put
to'some extént at. least, await their maturing:
a portion’ can- resortité’

&

i
b
\

grievances; and become happ
a permanént and undisputed home., ]
“The Senecas declined acceding to the transfer of their funds, now-
"insthe Ontario Bank of New York; to the Treasury of ‘the Unitéd:
Stites, as provided for by the third section of the act of Jung 27,
1846. - This: was_ occasionéd; no doubl, by the difference in the
rate of :interest which -they would thereby be entifléd to receive. =
The répdrt of the commissioner appointed uifder the fourth séc<!
tion of the sathk act, “‘tdrascertain what annuities or moneys have
been wrongfully withholden from - the Seneca Indi
sub-agent-of 'the United:States, and so Jost to them
recelvedj gnd in a few. days will be laid before you for trdnsmission”
to'Congress as required by law. "’
In remitting t

agriculture,

e

¢

ATy,

o

i

-

s,

T

faié

‘The spring pay»-

kent will so far su

t suflictent/for the latter purpose; |
d the others remain to attend to the cultivetion of-the
be encouraged to pursue this couvge. *In this
ntion may be paid to the peaceful and more
ulture, which will tend greatly to- their
‘and to increase the resources and com="

A P e Y
R T

ctops; and thay will
-way much more. attention
profitablé purguits of -agrie
advancement in civilization,
foits-of civilized life among t} o
‘Statentents G and H exhibit -the inve
acgount, and’the annua
m;‘eptg'iur but he

ities for the present year, instructions were:
given, under the authority vested-in the President by the act passed
at'the last session of Congress, to pay them over ifi allicddes to
heads of. families and others entitled, acedrding to' thelr just prov
portions, instead of to the chiefs, or to such persois as'they might.
desigriatey as required by the previous law: “They were paid over
accordinglyy greatly to the satisfaction:of tre- Indi .
except in-the céise of tlie Sacs and Foxes; whosé agent, on pretexts!
wholly unjustifiable; paid over theirs to’ the ' chiéfy, iiu
injury of:-the mass of the 'tribe; ‘as a fair division of theé:
wouid havéa given'to each individual from ¢hirty-tuin'io
dollars, whereas it is reported that a>large portion df-the

$ftmentd in. stocks on! Indian
1 interest thereon; and also the amouki{s not
ust by the Upited States, thé interest ‘upop
propriated by Congress, - In . conformity- with-
ated -in_my report’ of last year,:the-large sam: of-

eing balanges of “old .appre

p _S
{096,664 81, b s
or the ‘objects of

? 4 ) iations not ‘required
for. turrent oxpenditures;:

ich had besm 'accom~
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CENSUS AND STATISTICS*EDUCA’I‘IOH‘. ’ 17

.

16 OLD. BALANCES—RESERVATIONS,

. of every kind, is essential to an accurate knos ir

P qnan_,anjl‘p;oispgqts;,:andhw‘o'ul,(! -Ve'{»y, materia\l’};-‘]ﬁi‘ilo{héhf)’; c:rl::: 1j;'4 i
v mentin su‘gggsl{ng the most suitable measuresfor their it pi‘é‘Ven})?'ent SR
i+ The act of June 27, 1846, requires ““a census and’ sta{‘i‘s‘t'ics' to. be
,: taken and collécted” by the 6fficers of the ‘Department, and a s‘ilbtf
.seA'que_[}t‘ resolution of the Senate authorizes: the Secret;ir" of Wa
ifi to uvall himself of all the means at his command, to co le"c"t”sucl:
g practl,c’a] information respceting their “,co'riilitidn"habits and pro-
; gress,” as may be considered useful and 'necessa’ry. N'githe::: th

fact nor resolution, however, providéd any’ specific igans for the
b purpose, or enjoined further action then mhight bes; éund’éq’qv;

gl 5 !

plished, has been carried to the “surplus fund,” as' the cancelling
of such appropriations is usually termed. I also stated in that re-
AR port, that large balances had accpmuldated in the hands of some of
the agents, and that they had been required in all cases to return
all amounts, not needed for expenditure within the last fiscal year,
to the Treasury, where they would not only be more safe, but, in-
stead of lying idle with the agents, would be available for othery;;
purposés.” The sum thus withdrawn from the custody of agents,
and replaced in the Treasury, was $284,849 91, ,
A large number of claims for land purchased of individual®s:
grantees, under various Indian treatics, have been examined durin

o

the past year. All sales shown to have been made for a fair an - nient and praoticab istent : sy 0 CRRVE
reasgnnbl?a"considél‘ation, and the money eitlier paid or deposited current'ah{; or'(linér?,klflginéssls;;ntt}l]{‘;Yl:,?ﬁg‘f;. .,«:e‘i; execution. of the
with the Departiment, have been reported to and approved by the - sult of these efforts, so far as the gme ha'd :3]u -algentg‘f:} _Th'e re-
o President; and the deeds or other evidences of sale transmitted to -was communicated to the Commiffee on Ind?"m ‘K?‘E' to_ hand,
i - the General Land Office, or to the purchasers, with a view to the House of Representatives, prior to the adjou 'l%p ‘of airs of, the
R issuing of patents. Claims for lands purchased of reservees—In- * sion, of Congress, and w;;s printed in reJ utmﬁ ntbq t.h?.,l,'g\;!_!,QSGS-
i dians or. persons of Indian descent—under the treaty with the Pot- latencss of the season, and the hurried 1&‘:1: # < ":‘3};. From' the
?{ { ;';} towagomies of October 20, 1832, have also been presented for ap- . and statements had ncc’essatily to be takén; tl':: f:il;ewl »J:'cgs%!f facts
S RN proval. It appears by an opinion of _’the Att?rney. General, that accurate than they could have been'rehd'éri’zd'iizd 't’l,x oba ,d)'i less
\4 1 .;! the title in fee simple to these lands still remains with the United ' “favorable circumstances. But they contain j er o -":% nd more
5, i1 States; the reservees having, by the terms or provisions of the which has been made the basis {\f'fli'rthé'mpo(;tant thformation
& treaty, roetained onl({lg possessory or us;xfruct righ:‘. é'ghe Chip- inquiries. : I and more extensive

ewas, Ottawas, and Pottowatomies, in the treaty of 1833, sought The bth sectio i ’ =y L e
Eo rem,e(ly this state of things,.and to. obtain the title in Tee sigm- '~ collecting andtd(;géz’{{;gec&ffc}?fsggg‘éhgl’i;?ﬁ;???elsJ’!‘OVIS}OP_for
ple with the power to alienate; but the Scnate refused its sanc- to illustrate ‘the “history, present condifion a.fdctrl?,s as will'tend
tion, and the provision was stricken out. Sales having been made, the Indian f¥ibes of the United States.” l?ndel; ‘:;lc prospects of
however,.of certain portions of.:these reservations, Pon%rea‘s, by immedjate stéps were taken to prepare and’ iggue to th'lé? Provision,
special enactment in 1839, and again in 1841, relinquishe the fee . sub-agents, forms for a compléte census; anfl there hi ,agf'nts and
simple or reversionary interest of Ehe_Unlted States to the purcha- . prépared @ list of ‘queries, sdarrang‘e’d 8s"t'o direct att F‘St,i‘ ‘sot been
sers, upon ‘their satisfying the President that they had paid to the .most useful and'important topics. These in uir{es hacn 'g'n 9. the
reservees a fair and a:lequate consideration, . By the treaty of not-orily to the aéenté of the Dépé’ﬂméi‘xf 'bu% to pet :e been seat.
1837 with the Pottowatomies, the sum of $4,000 was stipulated to - quarter of the cquntry, who were sup osod to | ofg;f 1:2 n.cyery
be paid to.one of those reservees for five sections, and C(.)ngressf:m__‘::f__ jj- information; and, in this manner anp e:éi'endé(II) ~i-ﬁt“ g“"t' ‘;-l-»‘_.l.‘?sued
1339, appropriated a similar amount for five other sections re m-;{):j“_ i imparted to the sﬁbjéét. The o'ﬂ{c'e’h'as élid'caii'f)}éde'rf;)sﬁh 'ilt"ﬁ'?lr}‘
y W of the observations and experience of per pf,'g‘r"‘,vhd;’};ﬁé-!imssid

T

quished to the United States. ’ , L
Thére are still a number of sections which are claimed by in-
dividual, reservees,.all. of whom, it is believed, have enmigrated apd
are now, residing with their brethren.west of the Mississippi river.
Some have, sold to individual purchasers and no.doubt received
their money; while the others are insisting upon the same compen-
sation from the government which was paid to those who have re- '
linquished to the United States. The lands embraced in.these re-
servations lie in Illinois, are favorably located, and much wanted

¢ll ag others, :however-

3l ‘myeh of thei :
their researches and given thefr

e,
méleiy 3j_tl£!§t¢f, Lvho have directe
-, teflection {o the history and condition of the red man whi ~
.;55.b‘gngygl_e‘gthde_‘sii-ﬁ fo'l;fhil: elevation and ilh?i-o‘vémaé:?fd v';l“l?éf:ﬂ
+-. BWers which have already been received are of the most ifitersst]
- and spﬁqfaéioiy,bha‘r’@cth? . e most interesting
&n is stébdily advancing. ,‘.'I_‘He,‘,é?'ects

“vi. The cauge of , edueati i
- calready expetienced have satisfied the Department of its gieat im-

dives qn the frbn%éxk,*"as_-jwﬂ

for ‘setlement and cultivatibn; and the people’ of that State aré . 1 g e WS P e pakin H
solicitous for the extinguishment in some wt}.)y of the Indiap title;. :;A:ligéggfl::x; b?;}::,l%ﬁ:b:f ';gﬁﬁi‘:{eu; ‘?h:éﬁgf{‘;«ga':'qldgr‘ h&n~t.”;ﬁx%ta'es
so that they cdn be brought intg market. The peculiar situation of ‘practical use of letters. Kgriédliu!:g and “the n:gé'ligxii ?'Bt of .the
these lands, and the necessity which exists for some sp}qqdy:ac'tlom 1 'tp‘awaken.a new interest, byteachin “them'the trie "i"é'lc§ sggterye .
have thus induced me to bring the subject to your special riotige.: ; 4 hear 10 epeh atheér aud to"thelciéiliiéﬁ SO munIty RFotn Q,gﬁn ] h?’
A statistical account:of the various tribed, including a digest of: . -‘;;,x%;is[gfjth'{g_pbim that the éﬁiénfégés of ‘.’;‘di’l% fqﬁ'ya-e ;‘ﬁk{,‘% 'gf”,?;,ig
o '§95gé# Fogdided ds an-

their indusirial means, peculiar habits, resources, and employmgnis:* Ubpreciated. . A khowledge of Totters 15 ne
’ ) . : o .' .\'ri‘:}‘."j ‘l' . 2 ; V :'-j’: . — ;’ 'i ' "' ’:

-
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- of the several Ch¥istian denéminations, which have sent out mey

of the means assigned them! , :

"*the schools, and the' intreasing interést which {Ne subject bf ‘edv

* own means to' the education, mordl ele

<7 ' 0
' . O A
’ ’ ! .
18 EDUCATION,
qisit ich; thoiigh adapted to the wants of the ihite fan,
uisition, which, though adapted to thc“\sﬁm}ts.ow ¢ white man,
?scluperﬂm;us‘ and wholly unnecessary among. theinselves. Such
were the opinions heretofore entertaincd by a large ma\]f‘ri@y of the
tribes, but the prejudices of the chiefs and other leading men in
favor of the hunter state, and against the introduction afid use or
lettérs, are gradually giving way before the steady progress of us
tion. . - ) T Lo
auél:hoplgl,have been keptiip and maintained among all the tr

they had before obtained a footing. In.some, the numi '8 i
f‘;v::;:chpr‘)q“nndQplé‘é‘és of instruction have been-greatly increased;

ilst those whi have made the greatest progress, and are farthest
:\v(;lv"«la?xtc;d‘in ci\'~ilil'4!ﬁtion,are"asking. for a'iignex order of informa-
tion, and manifesting an increased interest for the extension to, agd
more. general. diffusion of, the benefits of the system among the

) g ‘ 8

fel%ﬁ::.andﬂéx}ierio‘ncq are essential to the dev?l?pmén_t‘and corlr‘ect
application of all systéms of instruction. The practice so long,
p’dgs'ued of selecting 3" few boys from the different  tribes, and
placép' them at our colleges qn'c[ h_iglg sch'ools,.;}mg failéd lofp{{:- ,
duce'iﬁe beneficial results anticipated; while the great mass O'h' e
tribe”at home were suffered to remajn in'ignorance. * It has, there-
foré, been nearly abandoned, and will be entlrel,y V«lxscgr_xtvmug{}va's
soon as existing arrangements will justify a \\f’j,tlu‘raw:\l of the boys
wlio are now at such institutions; dand all the 'means and résources
at the disposal of the Department be applicd to the gstabllshrggnt
and ‘maintenance of manual labor and other schools in the ‘Inbl_a:
country.  The §Bvantages will in this way be extended fov 0!:
sexes, and be more generally diffused among the gre;gt body of the
‘rsl?r(:.evefy system which has been adopted for' promdling the c:u'se
of education among, the Indikns, tbe Department has fonnd it
most efficient wnd fajthful auxiliaries and Iabgiés in the societies

‘sionari¢s, established schools, and, mainfained local feach

ataong the different tribés. Deriving their impilse from pi-_mc'iﬁ
“of philanthropy dnd:religion, and deveting & larye hmount of t

of philanthiopy dfid religion, 5 %!L_‘m{ im'li{f"e’"i ﬁ"‘--fr
the tribeg, the Departmerit’has 'rioy ‘hesita €d;to"mpke them the ins
strume‘rif%, to a colz\siderable extent, "of applying the ‘fupq!syggls)!:;
priated hy,the government for like put; oses. Thejr exértidns ;e
thus beén encouraged;and g. greateridégiee of econoty at the "si’le'
"time secured in the expenditire of ‘the fithlic moriy. And.w ‘to
the gchools ‘aud acadeial¢s. under thelr harge hive bga‘f;n-'vsg\e(}!l y
fourish, the Départihent "has a 'suve’ gu}arﬁ,nty in the high anc s
cred 6biiga_tipi;s-’dﬁ;l¢‘x~ whith they aet, Tor “thie_faithful application

The accompanying tepdrly w;’ll bit" the"prog wmod B
‘heen madé ’duf:‘iné ,th%t‘p’;%g Year,'theé present stite &nd: condition of

‘xﬁiﬁic"tﬂéféi:fbg;ess ‘whjbh bt

cotion ig attracting among a very large nutiber of the ribe ai‘ ,
. It is regretted that no report has yet been received. fiom "

1

ane g&
g . EDUCATION-—TRADERS. 19

',‘_-Cflerbjce_es,,hdtl'thby are represented to have apprbpriatod ‘the sum

. .one for males, and the.other for females-——and to be now engaged in
* erecting 'the buildings, which. are to be of brick, #nd in makin

the other necessary improvemerits. Besides the . neighborhoo

p4 .5¢hools, which re Tocated in the various precincts, the Choctaws
37 have three academies for'the instruction of boys, and five semina-
28 ries for femalés; in carrying ,on and maintaining which they an-
Wy nually” expend aboit $30,000. The manual labor sthool éstablished

~ ‘dence of the Catholic sociéty
* last, ahd profnises to be attendeéd with the:most bigneficial resylts.

sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal chutch, for the ‘¢stah-
lishiient of a mahual labor school among the Chickasaws, tha tiibe

- - having appropriated from their own ‘means the -gufy of $5,000 for -
the erection of the necessary buildin, s, and $6,000 annuslly for
carrying on dud maintaining the schiool. "Contracts were also
entered ifto—one with the Meéthodists and thé other with 't?ié Pres-
byterlans—for the establishment of {wo mantial labor schools at dif-
ferentand convenient poiiits among the Creeks. The sun\’ of $6,000
" wag appropriated for the buildings and improvements,and $4;000 an-
nually for’their support in each case. ‘Provision has likewise been
' made’ fora manual: labor school ain,ong'l‘he_Qﬁ{i:pa\'vs,\if‘hich"will'prm
b‘u’bly'be'fea‘dy ‘to %61{[&0 operation’in‘thé sprin g, under the ‘super-

© itendence of the Methodist church; and: a ‘contgiact_ has just -been

[

mies, fof which they have consented to make dn annadl appropria-

the s¢vefal contracts; are to reccive $50 for every scholarwhich ,
‘théy shHll maintain and educate. This is to iclide boarding, ¢loth-
ing, stationery, medical attendance, and every ‘other necessary

¥ plied*te'th _ A

S Sentibl (o iSEs Brospertty i happihess.
. .Oné df't 'é‘,_m'(ig_t,imﬁbttﬁ'ﬁt{d(_itigé'dgvolving'o\'n\:th’is ﬁ(f:e,'ik the
. propet adminlstfation~of ‘the law:in- relation’ t‘o'th“e{ngnting of li-
cenises 16 'ttade with the (Indians. Traders ‘niecessarily have the
., Mmeakis “of. dequikin ;much jnfluence over them, and: can’-exercise
L BUCH pdwer for'good or:for ‘evil;, and® hefice fireat care should bé -
o (f’akeix‘?_ib'lipén'se_’d'ché but persong: of proper chdtacter, who' will

LA

I3 expeénge.- N . o . L
g, . B6rts ave Bechs and will continue to be made, to:induce-other
! fribé i having large dnndgities, to st ffer sorne pait of thém to be ap-

¢ the condition of the Indians,. The importarice of the -
g} 8'féated, has been too much’ overldoked, and li¥enses .
. Bave: Beén grafited to" many, persons ‘who ‘should ‘ever-have ‘been
. pephitied to'go info the Tudian dountry. Y order ‘to give ‘the De-
| paxtent ‘an entire’ pupervision ‘over tﬁg‘ef{q gtem). the ‘law* ¥quires

géliorati
abjet, i

b when licensék ate granted, they ghall: ¢ foithiithreported to
. ‘,‘?:lhiéf-‘b‘fﬁé'e*’fori its approvil ot dibapproval;* but” thilg hiag 'i‘ﬁ'g’elj"'been
"done

among the Osages, which was placed upder the care and superinten- .
» Went iiito operatiori ‘on the st June .;

h’g"é‘zlj"_"s:idii aiid nidintedance of a sy§tem which is so es-

. of $356,000 for the establishment of two seminaries, near Talequah~~ - ;!

", Arrangenients were made during’ the past sumYiér with the Mis- :

, closad Wwiththe Catholiés for _a;similaf‘ins'titutibhlaiil_"oﬁg the’ Mia- i

" tion from their annuities of $2,000. These socigties, by the terms of ‘}+

eal fairly, and co-operate with ‘thé government inits me‘aé'pfes for (1%
t .

n'a proper manner, and in many cases not at all, On looking f;
o , . i

oy -3

e -
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.years singe, they' were fopn(l:‘t;o'bc‘(?gf(;gt:i.\'e,;g‘g ; .gig}g;:s'i\;'ﬂic\,éptly_

< specific, nor . requipin _tl)atf,cp,rq:,‘;\pdv::pr(;ggug‘)_}o_n Tequisite o he
- 5’p%r't:6f ihe agents ah,ﬁ sub-a?blxtg. New,and moye perfect régula-.
B LA EN & < Y )3

_ Indian, country, to prevent the traffic’in ardent spirits along thelr

. shops, to which the Indians resort, and whence, the pérnicicus ar-’
e - A\ V,’e"

- ticle is ,tazl(,‘

. when the agent, Maj. Neigh

~.the several gtipulatipns of the treaty, o vefyain {rom committing .

" sbtuation of these Indians, and. to the angmaloys. char,
, ‘:'izllﬂ}i\"qﬂ’ to the. general, fop:emmen,t. Tekas, 9.‘%99}-923
" Union; expressly feseryed, ¢,

* sections of the State w
;»."'..',’-'{} Vel b )

RS . S .. R . N B

20 ! .fBAD;;gs,_'mquo;;{-_mmAufs OF TEXAS. s
. A {

into the regilations adopted by one of your P"Q@”“S°“wsr°‘“° N B
ongixi:., N Py LT o - N N

‘ly beén'engaged in 'sirveying and marking thiejr boundaties, with'a
view td the introduction and séttlément upon thém of a white' po-

" pulation, " This hds'been done without first obtaining the’condent
f the Indians, and, if thus pérsisted i) will, it is feared, bécome

te' onithe

tiong, were therefore preparet ,.and recently adopted by you, a.copy

of which is annexed (marked B.) i e

;pfx;{)'tc]'i}"l}s'zi’géri?s' of Q(xe Department _concur in the opipibn, that the
RO SRt St g T i

. enes 9 ; 1 EPe , b e Sanishind e means of interryupting those: peaceful rélations whith” now ‘8o’ =
e bl S e of G, i U bt B Lo e s s v b Th
of !WPWQ}}"‘??- icating liguors inthe Indian coun r')*','éx:_il,l‘n\gii- &1 Alect is ?‘lie §h§‘: must necesgarily soosi ‘¢ommend itsglf ‘to the ‘dtten-
1dizposing 0. ,ln,t 0)% "vi'tnegés'e%'ixi Dol for ‘s'u'cliﬁffiﬁééé",v“ “be,pro- ion an _:_gg% b _cénsldlératilpn‘of the proper authorities. - )
~Indians competen ;‘\.1 s effoots hiave alvend: 'béé‘;‘)‘.séqs‘lbly?fe“- . The unprotected and greatly exposed condition of our f?llqv;y-glg-
.. ductive o 1!{.‘?.9‘.‘,'@1891' 1 %ee_ %‘é very mat‘e'ridl‘yb dirhinished wntil izens in Oregon, will no doubt attract, as it mefits,"the ‘atyentibh
"lgi%tiét?é’sg:if:‘lsgi‘sl;‘i‘;gn,}:&f{‘lm part gf‘the Statés adjacent to the and early consideration of Congress. The peciliar stipulations un-

% der which that ierritory was so long occupied, have been termina-
ted; but the interests and influences which in the meantime grew
up are very far from. being removed. Many persons owing- alle-

tance to foreign powers, whose interests and feélings are averse
fo the extension in that quarter of our rightful guthority, are still
tesiding within the acknowledged jurisdiction of tue United States.
Themumber of Indians in Oregon has been estimated at about thirty
thousand souls. ‘Their knowliedge of the relations which they now

horders; which, in some places, are said to be ljined with' dyam-

AL T A 2 . PO - e ' ﬁesde~
ninto the Indiap couptry in a8 manner which defies d
tectlon. . These places are the scenes of frequgnt broils ,'atid_gls-
“turbanges, and sometimes of murders which may some dp)} ‘e:q;u‘: to
very,s rioug,qonsequences, in\'q'l,v,.np'g"_hg‘trpnqml}ty' ot; the | {px} tery
‘and ﬁh‘é lives.of our citizens re,sxgl'x‘p_g,‘%q {Sr lniartnt, a%ﬂ?;‘ify ﬁ:(:i
morals. a5 s djc of humanity,, duly towatis their {ror-
mora)s.and the djctates of huma Yl’éi,izﬂly e Staten regned

their principal trade continues to be carriéd on with the subjects of
foreign governments. The various bands residing in the British
ossessions, north of the 49tlnﬂpa‘rallel of latitude, 'and in Upper

ier population, . would seem to call:loudly ypon Stats ‘
‘;::)e,rfgi?%‘gin o st ’ingéntli{ri;}_feffgct_i("c measures for the suppregsign of
“the.evil. itﬁ the view of .calling the attention of f“?gﬁ"“! au-
“thoritigs, pf those States to_the subject, you adressec them t:ln.
earpest: [etieron the 14th of July last, a copy of ‘which ig. ann xeb,;.
m;;lie(l 'D,).. o‘,\s’ﬁiqh a reply has been  received only from ‘:he:
‘&o“vérhor of Arkansas, also annéxed, (marked :E.) , A" copy ig’ e
_regulations issued for carrying the law into eﬁ'}éet_,\.(marked‘ ) i
likewise appended. . . s e X ,
Provision having been made for that purbosc il the Just seheltr R well certified, a sub-agent for the various tribes within that terri-

by
)

“of reaching these Indians by persons inimical to the United Statds,
and of exciting among them feelings of dissatisfaction and hostility
_towards our citjzens. : '

., -Under thes¢ _circuxps(ancen, the Department,."soon after the ad-

" journment of Congréss, assumed the responsibility of appointing

; i wpeci t'to visit th : ;

. of .Congress,, the epartment appointed d special bgqn},._t,?;;?;m' Rs@ittory. He was:itstructed to visit the different bands, to_counsel with
Comanche \a“i‘}-;‘?sther “".1{11."{.‘"}!5-‘;:“-:i*.:ggi’g?:ﬁmigé??ﬁa‘?"‘::l:%rfgi‘! L8 _gm( dieabuse- their minds of any injurious impressions’that may
will be seen that'the most “e“UJ.' ngeratal .».;N.:.%w;“ -th-?éﬁib{,;_g‘ "f{_h_gve been made upén them, and to endeavor by suitable presents,
between those Indigns and the mted!S’ia,tes- ,"~§ Q,,gfb?td in council ‘aid by every other proper means within his power, to establish
partids to the freaty of 1846{).‘;‘."’.‘?' }-‘,»",‘?SSH?))',F.?F»--‘tﬁ,u ; ‘{i}'e'-i'ﬁ “.’, " ;and maintain péécgfui)and friendly relations between them énd the

) ok e rong:;dg;?;‘ggtea:&;q%ﬁ; ?gt}xe‘§0“e°‘ ~cltizens of the Unﬁ{@d‘Statcs. No report lnowe‘ter, or,_other intel-
able. presefits which were;promised £ thoir doteryhination 10, QBFEIYS sJégence from this officer has yet bech feceived by the Department.
¢il they, gave renewed assprances, of thelr determination 39.9. *4 - The reports of the superintendents and agents, exhibit in' detaii
‘the state of affairs among the various tribés up to this time, and
“give some indication of their prospects for the future.” The strong-
8L feelings by which an. Indian in his uncivilized state is actuated,
Being a passion for war and a desire of revenge for injuties either
Qﬂ}lﬁ'ﬂed or fancied, it is a matter of surprise that collisions and
:bloodshed do not more ‘frequently occur among our more “rémote
- tribes, with whom' we have _bﬁt'fit_tlé intercourse, and ovér whom
sifisidifficult’ to - exércise’ any contiol. With the exception’of thé

i #¢w edsés of difficitlty already noticed, however, tranquility has

“genezally prevailed, ‘and- continues to prevail among the different

dépredations) ang to Jiv fie?ffpea'cs‘ and amity with the peéple and-
government of the United Btates. [ .. o by s i B iy
_ Tn my report of last year, I cplled your ajtention it‘gfé&%;%f?thgfr::
] 'g.‘.:.’f% 9 '; h: )
the Tight toyand, e¥clusive. Jupsaie it

grer, 81 the vannt and unippropiiate Jon %;{%?g-w%‘;&ﬁf};& :
. {ts, . She has accordingly disposed of large iragts, siuglon i) 2ty
e ?gilgre..;ié)e.slns‘,mps,ms l.ﬂlek.-,.e?»sm%?}!x{ *‘“

: . e Lt N
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3
¢

. Pt RPN .
. Y o

&

e el
=y

TEXAS-—OREGON—GENERAL® CONDITION. 91

{o hnt, ‘ald ‘Which they have' therefdre’ always consldérsliad be- -
%;fb théemseélves. “The' purchisers of these tracts havée fecent- -

bear towards the United States, must be extremely limited, whilst

alifornia; south of the 42d, afford a read)' and convenient means

.one of our citizens in Oregon, whose standing and effictency are -
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. .GENERAL CORDITION.

tribes, and between them-and our frontier population:- and whilst
“. there_is much stated in the reports to deplore, in relation .to the
effects of the use of ardent 3pirits by the Indians, furnished. to tliem
by persons actuated only by a heartless and unhallowed desire of
overnment in ,carrylpg,
out the benevolent policy’adopted for their moral-and social eleva-
tion, there is on the other hand many gratifying evidences of areal
" "7 and substantial improvement in their, condition and prospects.

guin, and which greatly embarrasses the

Very respectfull our obedient servant )
ey respectiuty) y s ’ W. MEDILL

: j ) C‘ammissiomr of Indian Affairs.
Hon, W. L. Marey,. :
Secretary of War,

4

mem = g ofel

. 12:‘ Report of Jonathan E,

. 7. Report of Samuel M. Rut

23

LIST OF DOCUMENTS.

ACCOMPANYING THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN A, FAIRS.
. X

. Annuities, instructions in relation to the paywent of.

Licenses, regulations concerning the¢ granting of.
Spirituous liquors, regulations concerning the introduction into

-the Indian country or.

Spirituous liquors, letter of Secretary of War to governors of
States on subject of suppressing ‘trade ih. L/
Spirituous liquors, answer of the governor of Arkansas to the
letter of the Secretary of War,

Stockbridges, papers relative to the difficulties of the.

. Stocks, statement of investments for the Indiansin, .
. Statement of interest appropriated for certain tribes, in lieu of

investing the sums provided by tredty, in stocks.

Reports of superintendentsy agents, and sub-agents.

. 1, Report of Wm. A. Richmond, acting superintendent «nd

*agent, Detroit. .

2. Report of James Ord, sub-agent at Sault Ste. Marie.

3. Report of his Excellency, ﬁ Doige, superintendent ex
officio, Wisconsin. ' ot g

4. Report of James P. Hays, sub-agent at La Pointe.

5. Repoyt of Albert G: Ellis, sub-agent at Green Bay. |

6. Report of Thomas H. Harvey, superintendent, St. Louis,

1. Repol:t of Richard W. Cummins, agent at Fort Leaven-
worth. ‘

8. Report of John Beach, agent for the Sacs and Foxes of
Mississippi.

9. Report of G. C. Matlock, agent, Upper Missouri.
94. Report 6f Thomas Fitzpatrick, agent, Upper Platte and
Arkansas.

. 10. Report of Amos J. Bruce, agent at St. Peters,

11. Report of John Miller, a%e,nt at Council Bluffs.
F

oes.

. 13. Report of Alfred Vaughun, sub-agent on Qsage river.
. 14. Report of R. B. Mitchell, sub-agent at Council Bluffs.
. 16. Report of Richard Hewitt, sub-agent for the Wyandotts.

16. Report of Wm, E. Rucker, sub-agent, Great Nemaha.
flerford, acting superintendent
and agent, Western Territory. A

. 18. Report of James McKisick, agent for Cherokees.
. 19. Report of A. M: M. Upshaw, agent for Chickasaws.
. 194. Report of James Logan, agent for Creeks. :

-
P
A

T TR

etcher, sub-agent for Winneba- -

e
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v LIST OF DOCUMENTS.

No. 20. Report of M, Duval, sub-sgent for Semjinoles. ;

. No. 21. Reportof Wm.

. Angel, sub-agent for New York Indians.

No. 22. Report of Robt, S. Neighbors, special Indian agent, Texas.
No..23. Report of Robt. 8. Neighbors, special Indis ageiit, Texas,

- No. 24. Report of Robt. S. Neighboys, special Indian agent, Texas.
-~ No. 25. Report of Robt. S. Neighbors, special Indian agent, Texas, Y

School and farm reports.

No. 26. Repoit of F. H. ‘Oumming.—Ottoias of Micigan.

. No. 27, Report of P,

Dougherty.—Oitowas of Michigan.

No. 28. Report of George N. Smith.—Ottowas of Michigan.
No. 29. Report of P. P. Leéfevre.—Ottowasand Chippewas of Mich-

igan.
§o. 30. Report of L. Slater.—Ottowzs
0.

. 32,
. 33,

0.

. 35,
. 36.
. 37,
. 38,
. 39,
. 40.

.45,

31.

41.

. 42.
. 43,

46.

. 47.
. 48,

49,
50.

it . No. 51. Report of Samuel

of Michigan.
RMOPOH of W. H. Brockway.—Ottowas and Chippewas of
ickigin,

"Rejort of A. Bin, sham.—Chippews of Michigan,

Report of S. Hall.—Chippewas of Mississippi:

Report of L. H. Wheeler,—Chippewas of ississippi,
Report of Thomas H. Williamson.—Sioux.

Report of R. Hopkins.—Sioux.

Report of S. R. Riggs.—Sioux.

Report of R. Hopkins and A. G. Huggins.—Sioux. *
Reéport of J. D. lanchard.—Delawares.

Report of Fraricis Barker.—Shawnees.

Report of Edward McKinney.—Ottoes and Omahas.
Report of S, Allis.—Pawnees, , ,

Repbrt of David Lowry.—Winnebagoes.

Report of Jonathan Meeker.—Ottowas, west.

Report of E.'McCo '.-——Pottowatomies,

Report of B, M..A(?ams.—-Weas. ,

Report of J. F. .. Verreydt.—Pottowatomies.

Report of 8. M. Irvin amf W. Hamilton.—Sacs and Iowas.
Report of S. Lyda.—Iowa farmer. S ‘
Keport of J. W. Forman.—Sac and - Fos: farmer.

t M. Rutherford.—Schools in western ter-
ritory. .

+to multiply. the means and f
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APPENDIX, . N
- ,Q' ' A-
3 ' WaRr DrparTiesT,

Qffice Indian Affairs; August 30, 18417.

Si: In placing in your hands for distribution to the several agents
for payment to the different tribes of Indians of. your superintend-
enc{,‘ the annuities due to them for the present year, it becomes ne-
cestary to call your attention and that'of the -agents to the 3d sec-
tion of an act of Congress approved thie.3d of March last, which
rovides ¢ that'all annuities or other moneys, and all goods stipu-
ated by treaty to be paid or-furnished to any Indian tribe,’shall, at

the discretion of the Préesident or Secretary of War, instead of being’

paid over to the chiefs, or such persohs as they shall designiate, be
divided and paid over to headsof families and other individuals en-
titled to participate therein; or with the consent of the tribe, be ap-
plied’to such purposes #s will best promote the happiness and pros-
perity of the members thereof, under such regulations -as shall be
prescribed® by the Secretary of War, not inconsistent with existing
treaty stipulation. And no such annuities, or moneys or goodsy
shall be paid or distributed to the Indians while they are under the
influence of any.description of intoxicating liquér, nor while there
are good and sufficient reasons for ‘the officers and agents, whose
duty it may be to make such payments or distribntion, for believing
that there is any species of intoxicating liquor within conveniesit
reach of the Indians; nor until the chiefs and head-men of the tribe
shall have pledged themselves to use all their influence;and to make

]l proper exerlions, to prevent the introduotion and sale of such

gauor in their country ; and all executory contracts made'and en-

red inito by any. Indian for the payment of money or goods, sha}l

e deemed to be'null and void, and of no binding effect whatso-
ever.” , These provisions are wise and beneficent, and, if properly
carriéd-out according to their spirit arid intent, must he productive
of the greatest good to those of our Indian tribes to whom annuities
&rd payable. It is probably one of the most salutary lawd affecting.
cur Indian relations that has ever bgen pasged.  Annuitizg, espe-
cally when large, instead of being the source of benel sind the
f2eans of moral and sqcial improvement of the Indians, have but
to0 fenerally becn productive of much evil among them. Instead
0f being used torprocure the necessaries ang co_mﬁuts, of life, and
facilities of obtaining a certain and com-
{ortable, subsistence, they have too often proved only the fruitful

tourcé of bad habits, profligacy, apd vice, contributing to the In-

dlﬂufs Tove of indolence and natural disinclination to anything like
‘ontinuou's snd profitable labor.
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Under the law, as it heretofore stood, the annuities were pasrable
-to the chiefs only, or.to such gérsons as they might designate.
When so paid, it wastoo often the case that the upright and well-

Alisposed reaped liftle or no benefit from them whatever, the idle |
and profligate recklessly incurring large debts on the. faith of them,

which, through impyoper influences, the chiefs would be induced to
recognise ang sanction as national and binding on the whole tribe,
and ordered to be paid out of their annuities, thus robbing the better
class to make good the improvidence of the worse, and producing
an oppressive inequality among the individuals of the tribes, dis-
couragement to those who would have made a beneficial use of their
just sharg, and general discontent and dissatisfaction. When the
money is paid to the chiefs, and the national -credit is based upon
their authority, the benefits of the funds of the nation too often
enure principally to themselves and their special retainers and

PS5t
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manner for the accompliShment of this great object. N

Since the passage of the law, letiers hiave béen received by the -
President and this Departinerit from some of the traders and alleged
creditors of the Indians ‘agdinst per capita paynients, which they

represént as an’innovation upon past usages; and & consequent in-

ore required ‘the anituities to be paid ‘to the chiefs,’ or to such’

_,g,;ion of théir vested rights. But notwithstanding the law here='

- ,ge’ﬂrso,n's"only ‘as they might designate, they have in nearly “all

aases, for several years past, been inducéd by their own ‘people to
consent to per capiéa payments to theindividualsof the tribe; which
bas accordingly ‘béen done, as is shown by the returng in’ the office
of the Second Auditor. The'law of the 3d-of ‘March is, therefore,
no departure from the custom which has'prevailed for some years,

quired to use the power thus given by the law in'the most effeciual .

nor is it any violation of the rights of those who may ‘have claiins
against the ‘Indians. The money will be’paid over to the families
and individuals of the different tribes, and they will be frééito ap- -
Ely’ it: toward$ the discharge of their just and acknowledged
abilities. : . .

As the responsible guardian of thie interest and iélfare of ‘the
| Indians, and 1ni pursuance of the discretionary power vested in’ him
. by the faw,'the President therefore directs that hereafter all annu-
ities and other money and goods due to the Indians be paid and
distributed to heads of families, and to individuals witliout families
enl!t.led to participate therein, unless a different mode of payment
or distribution is expressly required by treaty stipulation ; in which
case, the views of the tribe in  general council will be taken; and if
the mode prescribed by treaty be insisted on, after a full expla-
nation and due consideration, it will be adopted. :
Itisalleged by the writers of the letters referred to that the pro-
vision of the law declaring null and void executory contracts with -
the Indians, if applied to past transactions, will be ex post faclo,
As no such question, however, is raised by enjoining per capita

% friends, and the mass of the tribe get little or nothing, and what
: they do get, is at a sacrifice of a proper personal indepepdence.
+  The power of the chiefs to make such divisions of the funds as they
5 choose, enables them to centrol the sentiment and to overawe the
3 individuals of the tribe generally, thus converting what was in-
g 1 tended to be a national blessing into a national curse. But when
!

b

3
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each individual goes to the pay-table and gets his due proportion,
it produces a just idea of individual right, and each knows exactly
<, what he has to rely upon, and that beyond it the support and main-
tenance of himself and family depend upon his own exertioffs.
The. operation of the system of making the payments to the
chiefs was also liable to be, and in some cases was, attended with
pernicious effects in regard to-them. It left the way open, if it did
not offery inducements {o their béing bribed to allow unjust and un-
founded claims against the tribe ; and, through the influence and ex-
ertions of persons preferring such ciaims, ed to their being de-
pressed or élevated in standing and influeince with the tribeyaccording-
to their dispositions to oppose such demands, or their willingness
to allow them ; thus giving rise to dissensions.and heart-burn-
ingls‘; fatal to peace and harmony among themselves and the tribe.
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wherever they exist. Individual payments will put a stop espe-
cially to'the reckless running into debt to which many of the In-

dians have become so prone, and the encouragement held out for .
them to do so, in the expectation that the chiefs can be prevailed .

on to order payment out of the general annuities.

The power conferred by the law to withhold the annuities wh‘m"_.
_the Indians are under the influence of intoxicating drink, or while . §
there is any liquor within their convenient reach, or when they do . §

not manifest a proper disposition to co-operate with the authorities

of the government in their efforts to put a stop to the use of ardent : -
spirits and the nefaricus traffic in them in the Indian country, mey :

-
-

he full power given to the Department by the law will enable nt
to check; to a great extent, if not entirely to cure these evils,

Ey}hents which, as stated, is only in-accordance with the course

.’A 'ssa’ry“"gégix'l'qg.i;e_'b,d\\f far' the Indians are capableof making con-
fracts With individuals of ‘a legal and binding wature, being consid-

i

¢red"in the light of wards under the guatdianship of the govern-
aent. It is certpin that no such contracts’ are provided for, either
by,!fa\y .or regulations; are theréfore: without legal authority, and
that thiéy could not be enforced against the Indians, as there are no

-¢ivil ‘¢ourts or remedies in the Indian country. Before they could

be,gntithd to an{consideration from the Department, on moral or
tquitable principles, they should be shown to have been made un-
eg{getiﬁable circumstances, and for a fair and just consideration.
“onhfracts, or-other obligations for the payment of mone yy are said
1o exlst between tradérs and alleged creditors, and the oftowato-

hies-and one or tivo dther tribes, which would be carried out, if the
gavernitent would pay the roney to the chiefs.- But, as thei law
| Y38 passed,.tg cure the évils which have resulted from this mode of

Fayiment, the President would not be justified in permitting this ‘to

be made the effective means, to 2 great extent, of rooting out this - |
great and prevalent .evil. “The> attention of the agents and sub- .0
agents will be calleud particularly to this subject, and they are re- .

~
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28 ANNUITIES-—INSTRUCTIONS. !

be dong, unless fully satistied that the conitracts' wére’madé ynder
such circumstances and for sqoh_corg{sidlcggij‘éhj‘pls',gn‘tii}!ed thém to!
be respected, and as wquld jusiify a departure from the policy. of |
the Jaw, - This could only bo\aﬁc‘;crmin‘e&by'the. claims on accounf
of which such contrac{s or obligations w‘a‘re granted being submit-
ted.fo tbis{Deiiariméi}t, ‘with all the facts and cifcumstances, for -

€7

investigation and for the consideration of the President. . ‘f'*’f’
s

gt

There is no disposition on the part of the go‘_ve‘r_invm_el'\tjté,iﬁtgrfeie’é
with or to throw any obsfacle in the way of the payment by the’*
Indiens of their just debls, either.individual or national, "Thé pay- *
ment of ‘their anpuities to_ them individually will ‘enable them 'to’
digcharge those of the former. class; and on jts being ascertained by,
a full and fair investigation by the Depariment, that'if any of the
tribes owe any, wlnibhvakour}_d.]ust]y he ¢onsidered of, the latter class,
and which were justified by the circuristances an‘d‘,oi)jec,t's ufder and
for whigh:they were created, no objection will be made to the In-
dians setting apart such portions of their annui i,_e's,'fo(n"lhéi’r?;pay- )
ment as can, properly and consistently with their individual wants
and necessities, be spared for that purpose. But all such ¢lajms
must be presented prior fo the first of April next, in order ‘that they.

. may be:investigated, and such arfangements made in tegard'to their
payment as may appear to be requisite’and proper, prior (th',}h'c an-
nuity-payments next year ;- and you will please cause a)l claimants
to be nofified accordingly. It isaleading objeot of the Dépirtnent
to have all'old transactions with- the Indians finally arranged and
closed, and that hereafter all intercourse and tta(le__ivi{li:‘,thqni may
be regulated and conducted according to simple and. well defined
principles, by which all parties may clearlg understand their yelative
positions, dutjes, and rights. It must be djstinctly,  understood, -
however, that hereafter no_national debts wijl. be paid or.in any
manner recognized by. the government, unléss justified by para-
mount necessity, and the facts and circumstanecs rendering their .
creation necessary be first’ communicated to the Department, and its
assent obtained before any liability whatever is-incurred. ot

It is not intended hy the directio isherein’ contaihed, to debar the
Indians from .s.é,‘t{ijlg'ap‘,érl;s.l‘l'(éh-ffq ions of their annuitiés: as they
may se¢. p.rop'grufg'r.l)u);gly_éha;itaﬁié, purposes, or-for, sich pational
objects as may he caleylatedto improve their condition and to ‘ad-
vanee their genéral welfare—such as schools, and ".tli;e' encovrage .

ment ol agriculture and thé Eﬁepllﬁnidﬁa?ts, &¢.,.; On, the coitrary, .

they should be encouraged aRd stimulated: to, make such o’ disposi- -
tion of a portion of the'ample incoma;which they, in m,qst‘.si‘aéf:si
enjoy,; .as money so applied will result in- n?l.i.éiial and ind'.‘.’h‘,’fﬁ,:
benefit, and lessen the means of evil-disposed jndividuals to indulge, .
in yicious: propensities, and render it neccessary, for all' to udopt. ;
" morg, industiious habits in order to obtain the necessarics and com: .

forts of life. P T S SR SR A T
.. Nor are these directions ,in'tén'dedVtoi,gp])ljf{,‘to_:t'k)e, ?50,060!’?3' "
ble to:the. Poltowatomiés under the bth article. qifi’t hq tlf_é,ély‘.()'f:,_e_’.lé, €,
1846, which is set apart for certain’ specific purpgses. . It ]
sented that, at the making of t}ic!:treaty',"tﬁé're was an understan

\

-

} Which was_revoked, or thé Torfeittire of w

It ks reprgs,y §

ANNUITIES, ETC.—TRADERS. .29

‘,-;‘igg% A3 ._to.thg:fnqn:ngr in wlsi(‘:'h_”thirs sum should he paid, and youare
. authorized to cause it to be pidid accordingly. : ‘
- Thé' case “of Jd/sp]‘)h,‘npuliidcauié’,' to ‘which you’ have spégially
_called the attention’of the Department; ‘the President js willing to
imake anexception, i eonsideration of your Kaving satished your-
. selflast 'yedr ‘4t the aundily pafinent of the <Toivas and the Sacs
%, and Foxes'of the Missouil, that his trade with' those Indians had
3, for'yedrs been fair and'liberal ; that the Indiang admitted, and 'you

3

+ were convinced thaf his claims_ wére just, and that you congented

% "to their giving their wiitten obligations for payihg him‘in ‘three in--

stalmeiits, one of '‘which .was paid ‘last year, and’ prorhisod your
‘influepce in h#'ving the other two paid this and the next yéar. Un-
. ,d_é:gnth'ese'_cir'(_.i(in'stahces,,'\i'h'ich':'con‘stit‘tités "Mr, Roubjdéaux’s case a
special ore’ ‘voil are 'ﬂutll_o‘iiged' to ‘Permit this atrangement to be
Ccarried Inta effect,’ if still' desiyed by the Indians. .
- Very tespéctfully, your obedient seérvant, o
' © W.MEDILL,

’

Tuoxas H. Harvey, Esdq.

)
L Supt. of Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Missouri.

P —

B
REGULATIONS

‘;cor«_:rﬁnmuu THE GRANTING OF LICENSES TO TRADE WITH THE mbi/ms.
) 'y : s N 8 . '

. Ist: Liceniges o' trade wWigh the Indians will be granted ojil

citizéns of, the Unlted ’§t:iit‘q’s; of ix’ngkc'epgibnablcgﬁ?faradtgi,;,yantt(l’
. . who.are fit pérsons to be in the !ndiah-_c@un_try} They. wil] not be
. granted to apy ‘person whp Ay p’n‘ia’vidy;‘iély have '}n{d‘_a,}ll'iéfémse,
et was revoked, or thé forfeiture of whose bonds was degreed,
in ¢onscquence of the violatign of;_a,rly of the. laws or regilptions,

3 BV N I Y XU N I B S P Ay 1 - 1 ‘ Y el
v or M being.an'yiproper person to. be i the Tdian country,
o fg;%d ¢ e l%?~s""~¥ F‘J.,n.é* 'ﬁe?‘.'zfvf.?’“”"if"m"‘""‘q‘f»":'i or gale: in fiie Tn-
a1an country, of any.description of any'intoxicating liqupr, ai
umfo;m»c_io{bin’g; other than .t 4 ' 's""g""ﬂ’rf"'"m‘ly‘
- medals, flags, .arm bandy, or other ginaments’af dregs bedring the
af%;;’:gﬂ;.égp.’i tm 1?-!?55 i or ,di Yiﬁ?f{?f :%"Y;.{.R{;?.iﬁf! P‘;i.wsirﬁ,; ilhor,'- will -they
wor BUYAORIZE ARy trade with a tribe or tribes. with which interco
1, oAy, have heen prolitbited b : ited States,

by the: Piesident of the Unitad §
7173 Thd chplisutions fok Msehasa must by mods o ihe
. ?w?’eg agent or, sub-agent ; or.in case of theéir hbsence or inability
£.0do act, to the sy erintendent of the distriot in’ Wwhick the tribe or
st AYibhes § ,gzb,e_‘, qcated, with which the license to trade is desired.

© . ~4th/ The application must set forth the namé and regidence. of
peraon or persons desiring the license; and if o firin;-the style

X AR S . . . . :
[EP P RS RERETRE:

that ofi'the United , States) nor any'
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" _with ‘the Indian tribes,” &e.; and will be accompanied by ‘the ap:

" sons {0 whoh ‘a lice ’ NS A
" observe all the laws and régulationg'thade’ for't ;
* trade and intéicourde with the Thdian tribesy ahd iiv 'no_respest vio:
Tate ‘the same,”” will bé ‘according’ €0 “the ‘annexed form.

‘but, at-the end of that time, if the agent, sub-agent, or.superint¢nd:

_the dames. and capacities of all such persons, and the names and

.missioner of Indian Affaias.

“also certify to t

. (X%

30 TRADERS——REGULATIONS,
and designation theréof; the place or places where it is proposed to
carry on the trade; the amount of capital to be employed at each
place, and the names and capacities of the agents, clerks, and other
persons it is proposed to employ therein, or in connexion there
with.  1f such.persons be not known to the officer to whom the
application is made, satisfactory testimonials of unexceptionable
cgaracter ang fitness to be in the Indian country imvst accompa‘#{‘:
the application, ~ . h
.6th, Ify after the license shall have been granted, it be desired @
employ .other pérsons than those named therein, either to fill va.
cancies or otherwise, their names, the capacity in which it is pro-
posed to employ. them; and if not known, satisfactory testimonials,
as required In the precedipg paragraph, must first be furnished to
the agent, sub-agent, or superintendent, as the case may.be, and his
permission in writing obtaincd therefor. On such permission bein
giveny the fact will fmmediately be reported to'the De )hrtmcnt,witg

capacities of.those in whose places any of {hem are to bé employed.
A separate list of persons, other than citizens of the United States,
permitted by law to be employed by traders in the Indian country
gsuch as ‘foreign boatmen and interpreters,’” will be transmitte«!
annually on the 30th September, for the previous year, to the Com

6th. All licenses will be in the form hereto annexed, and will
embrace the same particulars required by the first sentence of para-
graph four, to be stated in the application. No trade will be per-
migle'fl‘ with any other tribe or tribes, or at any other place or places,
than those specified in the license. ’ , .

Tth. Wkhen the agent, sub-agent, or superintendent shall have
determined to grant a license, the same, duly executed, .will, before
being delivered, be transmitted to the Commissionér, of Indian Af-
fairs ““ for his approval or disappréval,”’ ‘as tequiréd’'by the'2d seg-
tion of the act of June 30, 1834, ¢ to régulate trade and; interdourse

plication and the testimonixls In favor of the persons to be c‘l_iiﬁl‘oyegl{:
n'.case any of, those pérsons are s6'far‘favorably'known to the.
agent, sub-agent, or superintéhdént, that'he does not ‘canbider tek
timonials. in th¢ir ‘favor necessary; théy lay ' be dispeiised with, by
his'endorsing’ w0 the application accordingly, prior to its transmis
sion with thelidense,  © - - w00 SoUGT e lh ne
"8th. The bond required by law fo béi‘éi’\"eﬁ‘el}y'thg"}f‘ef‘s‘dx’i of pers
d s € ilfoithifully
e’ govérnniént of

8¢ may be "g’r;mt’c_e‘:@,f‘t,ﬁﬁ;“-thé{

" Duly

exécuted, and approved by the person ispuing’ the license, who wil

{ E«l: sufficiency of ‘thé s.ui'_ét,ir'é.s,’gi_t’ will 'be't_r;,xriﬁﬁi tted,

wi gni’t}ie‘ icense and other papers, t6'the Corimission§r -of Thdian
Affdirs: T

9th. No license will be granted fo¥ a Ionget'period tHdn ‘ondyear;

iy,

\
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“~'ént be satisfied that the trade has been conducted ‘properly,: and

“ that the laws and regulations of the Department, and thpe teﬁ,n's of
the license, were duly observed, new licenses may be granted with-
out the formality required by the fourth paragraph of these regula-
tions, a new bhond being given and transmitted to the Commissioner

;. of Indian Affairs, as provided for in paragraph“eighth..
1 10th. The principals of all trading establishments will be held
responsible for the conduct and acts of the persons in their employ
in the Indian country; ahd an infraction of any of the terms. or
conditions of a license, or any of the laws or regulations,:by. such
persons, will be considered good and sufficient cause for revoking
the license, in the same manner as if committed by the principals
themselves. - v
11th. Before new or additional goods are carried into the Indian
country for the'purpose of trade, notice thereof shall be givén to
the proper agent-or sub-agent; and a copy of the invojdes thereof.
together with a list of the old goods on hand at the time, and their
value, shall be furnished the said”agent or sub-agent, under-oath
or otherwise satisfactorily verified, so that the Department may, at
different periods, be advised of the quantity and deseription of goods
on hand at any trading -establishment. : .
12th. Any li¢énse may be revoked by the proper superintendent
whenever, in his opinion, the person or persons licensed, or agy of
those in-his or their employ, ¢ shall ‘have trandgressed any of the
laws or regulations made for the government of trade and inter-
course with the Indian tribes, or that it would be impropet to per-
" ‘mit them to remain in the Indian country.”” Any infraction of the ¢
laws or regulations, or of any of the terms and conditions of a
~ license, with all the circumstances connected therewith, and, all im-
© ~'proper condugt on the part of traders, or any person in  their em-
ploy in the Indian country, will be reported without delay to the
' syperintendent of the district within ‘which the same shall hayé oc- i
curred, in order that he may take into consideration the propriety

with all the facts and circumstances, will be promptly réported to
¢ the Department, a right of aﬁ»penl;,to_ which, in such cases, is re-
..+ - seryed to those feeling themselves aggrieved. '

W. L. MARCY,
S . . . - Secretary of War.
War DeparTMENT, November 9, 1847, : yor e
“Form of licenses. . ¥

" :Be it knqwn that.[name or names in. full and ‘place of vesidence -
;‘;{ -each;. and if a’firm, add, partners frading. m{det\th{;ﬁ:mgsand &

fiemiof ———j. giving the ‘styld o désignation of ' the firmy] having
’{\,lgﬂ' his [¢heir] application before.me for a license to trade, with
«e;_._[’:‘:ame,- of [the tribeé] \ribe of Indians, at-the foll§wing pamed
Placg places] within the boundaries of the couritry. occupied by the .
N §

of revoking the license.. All cases of licenses refused or revoked, '}
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ek hiviher exonted and filed Witk mie a bond 1ithe: Vil
D g}-‘ ‘B'iffaﬁﬁt:"ag" b‘onq)'do'llai's; ‘with"| namé-suréties] as suretics
i su{r?diﬁétf‘éd as required by, for the” faithful o})aeg\{a}ng; of al
’ ‘:l?efla\'\‘ré ‘#hd'reg '(llafii)‘lid ‘provided- for’ ;{lie" govgtn m&;?tc?qfi ttr?l(;f:::g
Lo baddarae with the Indign fribes, ahil. reposing special trust’
'intefdaurse with the Indidn tribes, ontl, g bpedial tustiand
fidence lin € patriotismy ty, and correct business habijg -
confidence in thé¢ patriotismg }?“.mi‘!‘“ y and corvect businees Wy,
vt dAndlicatit [applicknés |} and being satisfied-that'lie | :
teoof thé_}sg\'id Applicaiit [ap licknt [} d being satisfied that He (Fhh
R ivanelare citizens]-of the United Statesyas required by f
lse“iz‘([‘t!‘/ze:t;‘[:;é] ‘Hereby” 'a’uth’oriked_' "to‘ -carry on. tju_: : b}tsm_es‘s) :?‘
' "'tl ading Sith!the faid [.'me of tribe] tribe of Indiang -_at-it'hﬁ‘a ove
’Famédg'iﬂﬁb‘é:[dﬁij ote or WU of the above ratned pla.cgs] for the ‘t'elm
" ?)f one year fron’the da.- ‘éhéreof, and to keepfi?h};:; [itnlaizﬁ-g ?:g)a:iy
. o ST TIRRCANE  2 0 ) . a
thereat the: followinj: nain| { persons, or any R
e affked o their Lames respectivelyy viz: [names and cdpactli
"‘:}gse;:'ﬁ‘}l{:;t‘:g]‘ﬁfl of wlfith persons {-‘gm satipfied from 'y own
;’{2 wikdie so’r from ‘he testimonials which have befn;'place«l'»m my
- h'::kb';* é's’%t's"{aih “a fair character, and tre fit to be in the In.du:an
coé“l;’e}; ;in‘tler' my hand and seal this — day of ———, ‘eigh,t'e;en
" . hundred and ~——-. } .
hundre L _ [Sjgnature, ofiicial title, and seal.]

" Form of bond- . L
iy by ‘thest présents: “That we [namg in, fuc G50
essonor poreons Hoansed ond of thitr sretis, togelher alh
LB o wlaces of vesidence bf cach, asin thé licensey) are e B
T plaseo Bl e Umited Staten of Americs”in the som of ol

M iars, Jaweil moriey 6f "the .‘l"?,i‘e“'§{a§¢§§~i%?$:§?ia§?3 “euch of
L ighieh, well aud trily to be made; we bind OUrSeIVeSy NG Fos e
bt e cetirs and administrators, Jointly; dnd suyeralfy
Py Y e these presents; séhled with our seals, and dated A
_ fivmly by these presents; S50 N Lared aid fo1Ey = .. o ¢
AT D -thousand’ eight BUﬁ{\!‘,.. e Y whebens [na
g digon, of {hd sbove dolightion i4 sich, that whetese [A0hs
BEREE XL 2 1 e SO TR T N SO uperintendenty or ng upsrs.
_ Chidle of Daffent, sub-agent, sup¢rynrencent, o 0ALRE L
i gnd éﬁpat}xg Fatted 16 the said name ol Breal o ihde fo
e ws abos]: & . licensies dated '[date ‘of Higenie;] to JHowin
Beensed A the [ndue of fribe] tribe of Indiung, uf thi following.
e I e [glaces thin the boundaries of the comntry oce:
Sad by the gaid tribe, vie: [iitme, {f ‘any, and designation. o] 5
Sabity of the;place orfflac‘sfd

, if the sald Iname of the person or persons (¥0eRrtxl oy
. "'1'i‘é§§£’h£ghku"mﬂf}‘m 11]y.%p§p§lor:;x -I;-)téq,-a%tlﬁ9}33}%;%:}}‘{%1;2&&‘?3&541
LT 1 SRS P “'»W i“, 8 a b ’ma 3 K AR . X AR iv, ‘is:
regulations, madel O ;ith-the Thiliaii thibes;andin no rés tyio-
- tipdle wnd ihtefoourse wiE PAL SN the aforespid place [plabéikdtd
4 1 514te the sume,? and shall trade at the afofesplet BASELF b Qi e
A o refpct Ao marorma s i e et

pmin - *

said tribey viz : [paie, if any, and specific locality. of, place or,

i? - ) v
T'/gi . L . -

- of the- act. of 'Jupe 30th, 1

‘.“}rt)g R
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. granted to him [¢tAhem,] then this obligation to be void, else to re-
main in full force and virtue.

" Signed and sealed in presence of

- SEAL.
. ' . S8EAL.
A ‘. . . [seAL.

Circular to superintendents, a'génis, and sub-agents,

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Office Indian Affairs, November 17, 1847,

S : In'transmitting for your inforination ‘and future guidance
the enclosed regulations - concerning “the granfing of licenses to
trade with the Indians, I desire to cull’ your ‘attentlon at the same -
time and in conneéxion thérewith,to the 13th, 14th, ai:d latter olause
of the 16th sections of the ¢¢ A'ct to regulate tride ayd intercourse
with Indian tribesy and to preserve peace oo 'the frontiers,” ap-
proved 30th of June, 1834; and likewise to the Z1st and 224 para- -
"graphs of Revised Regulatiohs,’ No. I'V,, adopted May 13, 1837, ,
coptes of which are doubtless in "your possession; or if- not, can:
he readily obtained on application to the proper superintendent, or
to this office. - - R I
Recent ocourrences” in - thé Indian country, the peace’ of "the
frontier, and the unwarrantable interference .of certain white per-
sons with the - administration of the -affairs ‘of ‘this ‘Départinent, .
especially at some of the late'payments, call foi the utmiost vigilance
‘on the part of the officers of the government, and a prompt and-

© rigorous enforcement of these just and salutary provisions of lawy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant," L3
! v " 'W.’ MEDILE,

A c.
'REGULATIONS,

N o cee oo S,
> The attention of all the officers and agents of the governient in
She Indian country, and of all persons residing or entering therein,
Jinder license.or permission, is calléd-to,the 20th:and 213t gections .
o 534,'- and -to- the 2d ‘sedtion ; of an.act,
Xpproved the 3d.of . March, ultimo, the great.'object of. whigh is t6 -
“mve our Indian;population“froin the . ruinous-effects of the use.of
~htoxicatiug.liquors...‘, el I A
These laws impose upon commanding officers -of - military posts,.

* ...-,.,3 . L.t S e R e (.
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.7} 1 LIQUOR—~REGULATIONS, *

at'd superintendents of Indian affairs, agents; and ‘sub-agents, the
following duties: . - e L
i 1st. To cause promptlyto be prosecuted, any and all persons
guilty of giving, or'in'any way- disposing:of spiritucis -liqior or
wine 16 ¥n Indian, in the Indian country, or of introducing, or at

temptiiig' to introduce the same therein ; such persons, in the ong
case; being liable to a fine of five hundred dollars and imprisonment,
for two years; and, in the other, to a fine of three hundred dolla{% N

for one year. o S A

4

and imprisonment ea ) ) L
2d, To search for any spirituous liquor or wine which there is

reason to believe hag ‘been; or is about being introduced into the™

Indian country, which is not intended as a part of the military
~ supplies authorized by this Department, and, if found, to destray it
and to seize-upon the property ‘of the person guilty of the offence,
with which the same ay. be found,.apd gelw‘erb; over-to the pro.
er officer, to be proceeded against by libel in-the proper court;
such property being liable to. forfeiture, ;pn‘e‘half to the gse,ofthe
ihfbfm'er; ‘and the.other to that of the United States. It is also the
-duty of any.person, in any way in the employment of the-govern-
.ment—and_the same may be ‘(\Ol‘le by any . Indian—to destroy any
sﬁifitdop,s liquor or wine foum.i in the, Indian country. L
8d. If the perfon guilty of introducing, or of attempting to in-
{roduce, spirituous liquor or.wine into the Indian country, be a tra-
der, it.is the duty of the proper superintendent, agent or sub-agent
immediately to revokeé his license and to put his bond in suit.
... 4th. To destroy any distillery in the Indian country for the man-
“tifactyfe of .ardent spirits, and to cause to be promptly, prosecnted
‘any person or.persons who may erect or carry onisuch;dls_tll_lery,‘m
- grdet to: recover-the fine of one thousand dollars prescribed for such
OE:E?:also _'j;)-o'vidégil that.in all prosecutions for the offences men-

tibfied in the first of the foregoing heads, Indians shall be gempe- -

‘tent/Witnesses, ~ © o _ .
erklﬂiiil'ithry officers in the Indian country, and the superintend-
‘ents, agents, and sub-agents of the Indian Department, are require
and enjoined to be vigilant and active in the executioh of the du-

ties imposed upon them by these :laws, which are appended hereto

' their more particujar information as to the nature and extent
ﬁ?’téh‘@h‘ retsp’ecti‘l;e duties; and it:ig expected that all other persons
'in the employment of the government, or who are licensed or per-
mitted to. be ‘in the Indiah.country, will, on every occasion, aid
thosé officers and agents in the most effectual manner in t;hig,r

O N
P ?A'ny‘ omiasion on the part of the officers of, and persons 'emplbyeiﬂ
i the Indian 'Departinent, paititularly, or on the part of’ ghoag»l;
pensed or. pernjitted.fo be in. the.Indibn ‘tountry, to'do -all dhat cafy

{\istl ‘andl- fairly be'done to piit an end ¢ the Infamsus ‘triffi with

he Indighsyin ‘or through’intoxicating liquors, will be’ regarded &8

‘good cause for their.removal in the one cuse, orin the other forthe -

U IR RS L S
Y 2

.reyocation of théir licen®es pr Permitsir ~ v v

Now that Indians are made competent witnesses in pur courts, for

" Yider,
“H el inoreover be lawful for. any person in the seryjice of t

LIQUOR—REGULATIONS—LAWS, 35

the purpose of further enabling the government to destroy an evil

which has been so destructive of their best interests and happiness, .
it is expected that: the chiefs and others, who .desiré the welfare
and prosperity of their people, will codperate with the agents of
the government in arresting this great source of misclief to the In-

gian race. Those who fatl to do so by every proper ieans in their

ower cannot be vegarded as desiring or caring for either,

. vi:By the 3d section of the act of the 3d ultimo, it is provided that
{ “¥¥no annuitles, or moneys, or goods, shall be paid or distributed to

the Indians while they are under the influence of any description

". of intoxicating ligporj nor while there are good and sufficient rea-

sons for the officers or agents, whose duty it may be to make such
ayments or distribution, for believing that there is any species of
intoxicating liquor within convenient reach of the Indians; nor un-

. til the chief and head-men of the tribe shall haye Xledge(l them-

selves to use all theéir influence, and to make all préper exerticns
to prevent the introduction and sale of such liquor in their coun'try.”
- W. L. MARCY,
Wan DeparTMENT, April 13; 1847, N

¢ AN ACT to regulate trade and {ntercourse with the Indian tribes, and to prescrve pecse
. on the frontiers,” approved Juno 30th, 1834. :

f

- “Secrion 20, And beit further enacted, That {f any person shall
8, exchange, or give, batter, or dispose’ of any spirituous liqhot
of wine to an Indian, tin the Indian' couiitry,) such pérson-sha}l
fotfeit and pay the sum of ‘five hundred dollars; and if any person
shill introdude, or attempt to. introduce, any spirituous lquor oi

+ Wine into the Indian-country, éxeept such supplies’as shall be né:
tessary -for 'the- officérs of the Uhited Statés ahd-trbops of the ‘ser-

Vite, under the direction of the War Departinent, such: petson. shall

\‘;‘;Z&‘Hhi't and pay a sum not exceéding thrce hundred dollars ; did it
am

Z}{Et‘xpe‘rimeﬁdent of Indien affaits, Indian agent) or syb-agent; ot
miending. officer of a military post, has reason to suspect, or'is -

" ibformed; thiit any white person or Indian isabout to introduce, ot

8 introduced, any spirituohs lifuor or wine into the Indign coun-

b coun,
gy‘,“ih‘ violatiofi of the provisions of this section; it shall'bé lawil

for such superintendent, Indian agent; or sub-agent, or militdfy of-
ficer, agreeably to such regulations as may be éstablished by the

‘President of the United States, to-cause the boats, stores, packages,

snd places of Jdeposite of such-person to be searched, and if any
tuch spirituous liquor or wine is found, the Eoods,boats, packages,
tnd_ peltries of -such persons shall be seized and delivered to the
praper officet, and shall be proceeded against by libel in the proper
tourt, and forfeited,.one hagf_to the use:of the informer, and the

Gther half th he use ‘of - the United States; and if . such persop js,

dér, kiis licenge shall be révoked-and his bond put in suit. ,Ag
£

Uhited States, or fordny ¥Indian, to take and destroy any. erdent




L066S0049d

Bt
T 4

LIQUOR—LAWS—COREESPONDENCE,

38

-spirits or wine found in the Indian country, excepting military

S

supplies as mentioned in this section. . )
¢Secrion 21. And be it further enacted, That if any person
whatever, shall, within the limits of the Indian country, set.up or
continue any distillery for manufacturing ardent spirits, he shal}
forfeit and pay a penalty of one thousami dollars; and it shall bg
the duty of the superintendent of Indian affairs, Indian agent,

sub-agent, within the limits of whose agency the same shall be sg

up or continued, forthwith to destroy and break up the same; an
it shall be lawful to emPloy the military force of the United States
in executing that duty.’

—

# AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘ An act to provide for ths botter orﬁmiuﬂonot
the Department of Indian Affairs,’ and an act entitled { An act voregulato trade and inter.
- course with the Indian tribes, and to presorve peace on the frontiers,’” approved March

y 1

¢ Sycrion 2. JAnd be it further enacted, That the twentieth sec-
tion of the ¢act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers,’ approved June thir-
tieth, eightgen hundred and thirty:four, be, and the same is hereby
so amended, that, in addition to the fines thereby imposed, any per-
son who shall .sell, exchange or barter, give, or dispose of, any
spirituous liquor or wine to an Indian, in the Indian country, or
who sheall introduce, or attempt to introduce, any spirituous liquer
gr wine into-the Indian cquntr{l, except. such supplies as may be
necessary for the officers of the United States and the troops of the
service, under the direction of the War Department, such person
on convictirn:thereof before the proper'district court of the Unjte
Btates, shal!, in the former ‘cage, %e subject to imprisonment for a
period not excéeding two years, and in the latter case not exceed-
ing.one year, as shall be prescrz_bed by the court, according to.the
extent and criminality of the offence, And in all prosecutions
arising under this section, and under the twentieth s¢ction of the

- {«* Indian country. ‘
i§ v, they are permitted to indulge freely so long us they have the means of

J-Ipaying.

Py
R Y

act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to -

ﬁreserve peace on the frontiers, approved June thirtieth, eighteen
undred and thirty-four, to which this is an' amendment, Indiang
shall:be competent witnesses.” .

D.

WaRr DerarTMENT, July 14, 1847,

Sir: T would respectfdlly, but_earnestly, invoke the aid of the

.executive and other authorities of Missouri, Arkansas and Iowa,

in the efforts which this Department is' iow making, to suppress
the traffic with the Indiang in:ardent spirits. ‘Thé most stringent
laws have been passed by Congress for this purpose, but as tHese

§ ‘the whole country.

\

J

87

sr¢ opérative only in the Indian country, they ‘fail to reach the
most prolific source of this great evil, which is within the limits of
the States adjoining our Indian territory. i

Tt would be a useless task to depict to you the extent of the in-
juries which this instrument of evil has inflicted upon the red race
_of this continent. They are well known 1o you in common with
There can be no doubt that to it more than to
Jhny other agenc{, is to be attributed the rapid decline of that race
“in morals as well as numbers,

While the Indians remained in the States, surrounded by and
intermixed with a vicious white,po‘:ulation, who preyed upon them
by corrupting their morals and taking advantage of their weak-
nesses, thére was but little, if any, chance to interpose with any
effect to shield them from the debasing influence of ardent spirits;
but, now that they have been removed: entirely beyond our wljite
settlements, and no one is permitted to enter their.country withz(t
permission from the proper authoritics of the United States, the
Eope is entertained that, with the co-operation of the States alon
whose borders they are located, this evil may be materially checked,
if not entircly overcome. '

I have the honor to transmit herewith, a copy of regulations
issued a short time since, to which are appended the existing:pro-
visions of laws for preventing the introduction of ardent spirits and
the traffic in them in the Inilian country. These laws give the De-
partment and its agerits surli control as will enable it, to a-great
extent, to prevent intoxicating liquors being talen into the Indian
éountry for purposes of traffic, either by licensed traders or othérs.
But a comparatively small part of the injury suffered by the Indians
hds, however, arisen from the use of spirits introduced in' this way.
The rigk is too great to encounter it to any considerable extent,
The principal mischief is done by and through the dram-shops and
traders in the article along: the lines between the States and. the

Indians cross the line and visit those shops, whire

LIQUOR—CORKRESPONDENCE,

They frequently awake to consciousness only to find that

"“they have béen plundered of théir money, their tifles, their blankets,

and everything of value they brought with them, which they are
told: they. have traded for 'whisk’e{, or gambled away while in a
state of intoxication. Npt satisfied with such opportunities of sell:
ing liquor to the poor Indian, the traders in it within the State lines
send emissariés, who are generally corrupted Indians of both sexes,
¥ith it in such quantlties as they can easily carry and conceal, who
barter it away to the Indians. - In all cases the Indian is .wronged,
"cheated, ‘robbed;.and the conset}uence‘ is, the engendering of a
feeling of unfriendliness; if not of revenge, against the white man
for these' great injuries, Whatever insecurity there may be for
" our frontier population, it is mainly, if not entirely caused in ﬂ_i]l,s
he

®anner. It is, therefore}a high and imperative duty, both of 't
Qeneral and State governments, not only to the Indians, but also to -

Sut'own citizens, to make every effort to break up this nefarinus
tfaffic alonp the State lines. Without the co-operation of the State

ey apAAr enpes b
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b1

: . ,
4 ;;Agl;:;itﬁ&sa,ttbis cap never be done. I would, therefore, respectfully

ou present the subj
fuggest youry P e subject to the notice of
in 3’9\“ Judgment, will best tend to

end in view,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

His Exccllency, J. Enwaros,

Goveernor of Missours, JefFer R
T. D. Drew, f » Jefferson City, Mo,

) Governor of Arkansas, Little Rock, Ark.
_— Gogcrnor of lowa, Burlington, Iowa.

{3 {3

NG o

S——

E..

_Exzcurive Orrick,
Little Rock, July 28, 1847,

{ﬂst gtt ltland, urging the neces-
ity t e State gov
Indian border with that of the General Goveng1meer:::mfil:tsthzns\tx:?
g;;g;iéonu:’;ithe,t?le of ardent spirits to the Indians on the frontier,
tir%’gégqlalatu';g. e executive to bring the subject to the notice of
.. Notwitstanding my efforts had been used to this end b: i
message to the generhl assembly of this State in 184]-; w)i't;osupte:::l
sensible effect, be assured, sir, that it wil y y
attention of the
way, by a gradual
for, its suppression,
Th our community it is found difficult to

Sir: Yours of the 14th instant is

course, in the enactment of fit and proper laws

of the establishment of public opinio h
Mild and selutary. liws—goin Put half way i
! t : going but half way in the accbrmpli
:)f atn object like this—will doubtless succeid. Thi:(:m?ci l:v‘;ﬁ'?;
{gésngl;§t3§it) Public opinion, which, in the end, will itself call.for
th:nlfi exei‘.n‘tigﬁfn,?:}"o lbftory epactn;entg, and afford a guaranty of
. The facilities for evading the force of Jaw : Indian I
The f , about the I
are teo well uhderstood by corrupt imen to hope that t:isng?-:;': ::lvni?
is Ito n;}a_gt ‘wnp a speedy and suicessful remedy. -
thent ? ;a‘dfsh;‘ct court of the United States, while sitting here for
vo]v::lainoah‘::o‘::c::c’zr?e :ub_]retl:]t of jurisdiction appears to be‘in-
olved 108! case I have witnessed, ard ni o :
c%z.t,muglly arising, notwithstanding a prior ’s:tl;ler?r‘:)\:t p:f{n:lnmt:::
Ql. ;os;rtcazgs, presentihg, perhaps, but a shadow of difference—such
tfoi " C;h 8 perceptible to the uninformed. It is impossible to an-
olpate these apparently small difficulties, which, with fhe causes X

1

: t the legisla-
State, and recommend ‘the enactment of such lngi:h
effect the great and imporlant’

W. L. MARCY.

still be my purpose, b
next legislature, to };)rel;are’thz “

1 u ass stringent. eniot. 5
ments of this kind, and more difficult to enforce them, gin advanc'd' o
side of law and order; *

39

baye-adyerted to, may possibly delay the extinguishment of -the
¢vils complained of. B
... Would it not materially aid those engaged in the execution of
the laws now in force, and such as may bo enacted by the States
on the Indian border, to cause to be published such “portions ‘of
the intercourse law as are pertinent, accompanicd by settled points
_of jurisdiction, in many of the newspapers cn the frontier for. a
*.» considerable time, that every reading man may have a chance to
‘ familiarjize himself with the law—-that it may become a topic, out
of which much [food may grow from free discussion, in the way of
establishing in the community that state of public opinion to wzich
I bave alluded, and which is believed to he so essential to success.

With sentiments of respect, I am yours, &c.,
THOS. 3., DREW. .

LIQUOR-—CLORRESPONDENCE~—S8TOCKBRIDGES,

Hon. Wm. L. Maroy,
Secretary of War.

F. .
Sun-Inpian Agency, Green Bay,
. Iiecember 23, 1846.

- Most ExceLLeExt Sir: In obedience to your .instructions, dated
the 3d September last, govering those of the Hon. Mr. Medill; of
the 18th August last, directing the sub-Indian agent, at Green Bay,
to carry into effect certain provisions of an act 6 Con}resu,;ip-
proved 6th of August, 1846, entitled an act to repeal “An act for
the relief of the Stockbridge  Indiansy in the Territory of Wia:
consin, approved March 3d, 1843, and for. other purposes,”’” I pré-
ceeded, on the 6th day of September last, as'commissioner for that

|

purpose, to Stockbridge, the place of residence of these Indiang,

. --¥nd convened them in council. -y
'g’lhe instructions of your excellency, with those of the Hon.
"%;.{Mr, Medil], and the act of Uongress of 6th August last, were read
“t and explained to them. After which, a “boo® of enroiment”
was opened for the entry of ‘‘the names of all such person of* the
tribe as should desire to become and remain citizens of the United

. States,” and all guch invited to come forward and enter their -

names, , ‘ e :
After some deliberation, those of the Stockbridgei, usually de-

nominated ¢‘the oitizen party,” intimated, through one of their
leading men, that it was doubtful whether they would eanrol their
~%ames~ giving an opinion that they were already “citizens: of ‘the

Inite

etrengthen their title to that prerogative, :
. Wﬁlihg to afford them time for due consideration, I informed

them: that the law required the commissioner to keep the haok
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States,’ and that no further proccedings now .could. $.
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ppen for the term of three months, “within which titae it shall ha ¥’

of all desiring citizenship to come forward in person and

« » >.the dut
' {eir application;”’ that upon the expiration of that time,

nake t




, @ . ‘STOCKNRIDGE DIFFICULTIEN, | S8TOCKBRIDGE mrncvli'n:a. 4}

. ‘which would ‘bo-on the 16th- day of Dece ber ther SO There are some difficylties of rather a serious charafrter- in-.i,b:e
book swould be closed. I furtlmryinf;mnedmgfgn:’l?p}a?sﬁigg ;}g{ *g of carrying this act into effect; they are alluded' to.by the
[¢

would be kept- at-the: office of the subagent of Indie 5 v, Mr. Marsh, The principal one appears to be, that the reger-
this place, (Green Bay,) énd accessible it'nlf!imneél,and$r?::8t:g Iv?tion'has been parcelled out, surveyed into lots with metes and

e AU S WP I

three m"bll_t‘il's'i‘to_ any ‘pergon of the Stockbridges who mi Tob 4o unds, and divided among the Stockbiidges, under the act of ),
“J’Rly for' citizenship and enrolment of hig orghcr n:mrz'nght wishto -b§43; that many of the lols so surveyed, and set apart t(i) mdlvi; ke
. greeably thereto, the book was 8o kept open the full time g1 .Huals, have been sold in a most formmal manner to sundry t'tmoc.teilo : ‘:}gl; o
4 tl_)l:ee months, On-the 16th day of December jnstant, again res f}",urchaser& 1t would be impossible to divide the rc(s;er\lr&lé»n {r:h- i ;f, %”é
gl paired to Stockbridge, and assembled the tribe, ixiforme«l’themthatthe;"' Awo districts, as contemplated by the act of August had und Wlu,e o8
: (3 ttll‘:ree months wa‘s about exgiring, and invited such of them, if any "out disregarding entirely the proceedings already had under % ff%\', t i
T ere were, as “wished to become and remain citizen: i ot of 1843, ° ' s 1 Lk
i tethlates,;’ to come forward and make their a;)pﬂig::‘:ti?){lsthe h({{)r;:e ’ There is a lamentably I)‘;‘ul bs'tf]lw ﬁfl feelm% bsty“:ucrfxli]c:{:lect;:?ﬂ'l‘);: i‘;‘gi'}
" such appeared, or made applicatic itis b ies—to such a degree as forbids all hope of any ‘ : {"'?‘T
was oleper ) de application for citizenship, and the book :;i?\t ll?etsween the‘r;n,; the government will then” probably be under -’ 1:’“ %
Accompanying this report is a paper marked A, whic the necessity of interfering in some way. bk
hgnde«{ :;) mi by hllr. John Chick, ong on the Stoui:bri;l;;::,m‘}:m‘}ra: I respectfully submit this report to your excellency, and ask for ! fz {
request that I would forward it to t : 2 i instructions. .\ : S i
report. © the War Department with ny furlut:(:;,most excellent sir, very respectfully, your obeEdIl‘eIn}SSBW""t’ ‘,‘t’.'i'-zg !

About the 1st of December instant, the Rev, Cutting Marsh, a AL ERE ,?1 dian Awent J,?’f‘?g
respectable Presbytcr}an clergyman, and for many years past a mis- uv-in gent rf Rk

sionary (of the American board,of foreign missions) to the Stock- To his Excellency, llknnt Dobce, : R

bridges, called at this office with a view specially to confer with Superintendent Indiax Affairs, Madison, W. T.

me on the subject-matter of the act of Congress of Ay
' . ust Gth
1846, and to ask me to embody in my réport,g (when it s%ould bé

A

i i i he “Indian
tscript.—I am this moment waited on by .ene of the *Indi
aﬁos”sg;: 51(: Stockbrjdges, as a special messenger, with a complaint

606650044

jur . andde,) and présen is views i i i i
\ thm&. 'p t fo the War Departmegt, his views in relatipn that the authorities under the laws of Wisconsin, in their townshl]}
L : Qousidering that his long residence among that people, and his’ government in Stockbridge, are enforcing the collection of taxes o
T unblameability ‘of character entitled his apinjons, ani 'e,speoiall the Indians, us heretofore, under the act of 1843, iner the bro-
i his statements of facts, to no ordinary weigh( ‘ﬁhd’bein unwillin’ They wish to be informed if there is no way of'st.op;ilng ) e {:.""E;
' to incur the risk of nis-stating either his op»)nibhs or %vidence : ceeding.” They are advised by good lawyers that it is illegal, whic
g requested him to reduce thew ‘1o writing, ' Ho has done o a:ld ‘ is clearly my own opinion; and I have so informed thelr'megs%ng:ill‘.
iy t{e{.iare herewith submitted in the paper marked B, The ’onl At the same time, I know of no power that can be exercised, by “c
g part of his paper that needs any explanation from me, is that par’ sub-Indian agent, to grrest the pmceedm%‘ bedient servant
i lszr:vahtlicl:: he s }fgks o{it!xe nthh‘part and the south p;rt of thet.‘ez . I am, most excellent sir, very respectli;uI ‘1{1'131’10’;‘“(; eE;fI!:lS, vant,
ony and the anticipated exchunge . of , ‘ alof 5 1 ) Indian .
J!}} iqdividgals from®one parl: to the gth:fe '(i‘fl‘niazg;,lai::rtlig;miosmt'h:{ : d - Sub-Indion Agent.
: { : the Indian party, so called, bave arranged the th:ng in nd'van,ce 80 ' '
}% : :;et:)o::a}:;atrl:et-:oglé pct:;: g:; th:’;;eservattil?ll themse}ves, and leave ' '
L UER ( sen . ; as ey i iscu- . it ] ( ‘
o ously throughout the resewatign, 1‘11/1:3)’ woulc rer:;:x‘i”re ;\;fng:ll: both | - Sroousrivar, W. T, November 20, 1846, -
g WAYS. L T ‘ - The undersigned committee, by request of a great-portion §f:ht_‘h'e
;ai Haying proceeded:thus far, and none of them'having made applis ‘male inhabitants of ‘the’téwn, formerly of the Stockbridge tribe:of
S cation for. citizenship, there appeared to me but one class of persons Indians, would respectfully state to you, that they dre citizens of
5, tobe recognized Among them, so far as the act of 6th- August, 1846, the United States,and that their lands have been divided' agcordlﬁg
i ii , s concerned, to wit: Indians., At least; the proceeding to enrolap- to law, and-in accordance” with the fundamental law of the Stock-
it glicangs_for citizenship had- made no division of -the . tribe, T . bridge nation; and that they see no-necessity or propriéty of troub-
u{!14  doubtnot, however, that the question’ being reversed, and:such as lin gthe government of the United States, or its agency, of making
i ‘V!',h,_ed to become and ‘rémain Indiuns,: being invited.to énroly 's a sgcon'd application for citizenship, which-have already been ,8,”‘?":‘
A ;:P.‘!":ﬁonf()fl[the parties would at: once be produced. . did noty . ed'to them, and are recognized as such in courts of ;e'%?rrdszﬁtég
b o e e Wi R | e recogiscine suoh by the opnions pRAse
P == R e [N ' :
ey '
i 0(‘ . [

v
o
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42 8YOOKBRINGE DIFFICULTIES;

ablest and -most Jearded counséls of the Territory: Now, sir; coniy
sidering 'all these " circumstances, we see no necessity of making -
further movemeiit about the matter—that . we are wéll satisfied to

¥ +

rest under the operation of the act of ‘1843,

i

In regaid-to their money matters, thényoul'd“r'espebtﬁ»xl,l state

that the Stockbridgeipeople were ‘secured by the said adt of 18{
as’it can be seen; if it were properly noticed, in the last section’

the United States as though the act had pever becn passed,

- ‘Notwithstanding some portion of the monéys to which they afe -
justly entitled have been withheld for some years back, while they
became

citizens of the United States, they sfill strongly hope f}ia{ the offil
pied aq o3 Suisnvo £q ‘oonshil woys op {{in jusiuurored ajy jo'siag
over to all the Stockbridgepeople residing in Wisconsin, all thé
moneys ducé them from the United States; and alsé to have the same,
when readi for disbursement, to be placed in the hands of the Indign
instructions to distribute it among sdid peonle in the

same manner as their lands have been disposed, and not to have the

témained as a tribe or nation of Indians, and sinée the

agént, wit

officérs withhold it as a penalty for their becoming citizens,

. We cannot yet believe that it is the intention of the officers of
‘the general government to ‘wrong us, as it were, with their eyes

open, - ,
We subscribe ovrselves as yours, most respectfully, .
“JOHN 'W. ABRAMS,
DANIEL DAVID
JOSEPH L. CHIOKS,
JOHN N.-CHICKS, .
TIMOTHY JOURDAN,

e . _ : “Committee.
-To A, G, Erris, U. 8. Sub-Indian Agent.

I .

Sus-Inman Acenoy, GREEN Bay,

' Janyary 14, 1847,
Mosr ExceLLENT Sik: On the 23d of December ultimo, I had the
honor to submit to your excellency a report of my doings under
the act of Congress of-the 6th of August, 1846, ¢ to repeal an act

entitled an act for the relief of the Stockbridge Indians,? &eo.
-Soon after the 16th December lust, whén T:closed the:¢ book: of
enrolmént,”’ (which had been kept open:for the three monthsy.as
required By the. law,) the<!‘gachem” .of this. tribe, My, Austin
Quinney, called on'me to declareithe tract occupied by, them, which
had ’b_cg"r} their. regervation-previous to the passage of .the act:fof
their relief, approved March 3d, 1843, Indian country,and to notify
the white inhabitants to leéave the boundaries of the same,, Thisre:
quest, was 1wade by him on the grounds that no perdon of:the tribe
having.applied for citizenship while the baok of. enrolmens was kept

open, the whole tribe was to be regarded as Ihdian‘a, and, of couragy, .

o 2
g
the a¢t—that they shill receive all their moneys due them frop:i:

STOUKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIEE: 43

- rvatiol i sountry. Tostated to the ¢ saghem® that
< roservation as Indian country. I.stgtgd to the *sachiem’: {h%
ilhgi:le:leortvzb‘:sr;der the action of the Depdrtment, under’ the actof

1846, for. 'their relief, as yet complete; ‘that’ further instruétions

might possibly be-received which “would ‘require an . enrolment of

shose wishihg to ‘become and remain Indians;” the whichyif ‘done

.....

914 at once produce a-division; of the tribe 3 ‘which; it-a'gp.e‘gre
»—ii}f‘b?:n‘g,'i;:tlig,‘;t'ébgrgone in accordance with the law. They, however,

seared impatignt, and jntimated an intention to-set up their

‘ifgymer government with rigor over the whole reservation.

' ing s collector, under the
< In’ eantime, a. person assuming to be a col y under the
tef;;t(:'rhiZlnt‘ownship’ gogcrnm?nt,h\vas dep;:r(\‘)(fi'l?ﬁgélctyﬁ‘:lﬁe‘::dll:g‘:g?;

e P Al | the suppo n and
the payment of certain tawes tor A€ 21 O O o opinion dhat

0¥ tly advised this collector y op '
government.  old m be lepally taxed since the passage of the
these pecble cpul I catored hy Stockbridges to their ancient
act of 1846, which ‘‘restored the Stockbricg 8 b0 e moni-

i » The collector; however, disregardec i
?irc;::l,e%ﬁfi proceeded to dizh;:ﬁn hpr‘I’Pflstysfotll.xoi:geﬁet}txzxxe:z‘]]e;[;}(:lr:

xtent, resisted by the Indians, i ct

:eac?htdoe(slo:vni?hethz ald of ¢ the citizen party,” succeeded in silzmg‘

‘ i unt of property. \ . e
: ":I?l?glil:{i‘ii:rlles ;!:c(;me exc]i)tetr, ah’dlin‘vi}e(\ the Ofe‘fslaft;t()tﬁédc:)?lee,}“;’%'

i f numbers, to retake their property iro colled
x‘:‘}‘;rﬁl i?l?iitoizen party.’ On g‘ri(}:‘\y 'laSt:lng:xliali&l‘g::gklt}rlggésli ,
found a force of some thirty Oneidas, and &  many Stockbres

' .d: they had already, the day before, broken .
?:f)ﬁgliggf, ’etﬁleel?::d some tw‘oyar three houses of cilizen 'I,ndlans and

white men; and retaken’ property. This state of, things was pro-

ducing a - state of feeling which, it appeared to disinterested ob-

server sodshed. s
serverd, would soon lead to bloo . [ advised the Oneidd
i diately assembled the Indians. adv € A
tli:t ‘t[ll:;?: pl?o:ecyadings were ill-advisedy and that they should repaﬁf

to their village without delay.

2 i 1d suspend fur:
‘ounsélled the Stockbridges that they shou per
..éhtlar‘};ilt)i:,?“illx)svPﬁ\"'suing after distrained property, a::;:‘l lt:?: 43;1;:::3
A %t their seyeral places of gbosle ul_ml the matter co

"L to the superinterident for his direction. .

ie ints of the Stockbridges are—
'lrheT;:?Igﬁ‘hn(:\sigoh Congress has passed an act (of 1846) tohresct‘,?tl::
fhem to.their ancient priviléges, still it is disregarded by the ci

zen party and the whites, who are endeavoring tq compel them to

pag 'Ff'll‘,;:e:f the white. familiesy som;zl twe:vefixi gggm:reer,'nzv?(;e}tni:
ot int ir reservation under ‘the act o ; are.
!gx\o:v:ag?ag:ﬁgi;ti until they are, t;:ey will have no benefit from t}ne
. of 1846; passed for their relief. .~ - ;- -
é“}xzﬁ-;sl?al’ép::::i's’surrounded with difficulties. rUnder,‘tlze a(;’:a(;{
‘ié&B,- the whole reservation was laid off ‘and surveyed into s

' i ' .they allege, purchased
il o are on the reservation have, as they allege, sed
ylz;xy}gtg;:*li‘:it?\?paidvdluable consideration, gns}-—_!qgfle ve\?i'abl:e jm-

~

$

£ S s g4 i o, " s ; o — b ...:’1
RS R e LT e e o
.' :‘,.“ = Xt "~ 3 Q.2 ~ & o “?‘n % ,”." >
» - > v .

“on tn e e

lots, and apportioned to the different individuals-of the tribe: The . :
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‘rpvempn,t .. “They evin illin 3 : ‘the
fu%&cial;riipna]; y .'(;f} ﬂ‘Wl' ;m‘gneAss to refer the‘ matter to thi
. - For the present, quiet is, I believe, restored in that-village : byt
3 . enty quiet is,. I bel y-Testored in that village': but-
tIherexaspem:ted f.c_ehp.g\o ‘the parties is such, particula‘rlg‘oi"?:e'
lfkmn party; thgtzltf}y;ll vrobably ere long again be disttirbed
--Englosed ‘herewith’is respectfully submitted the _tcoihli)unical'ion' ;

of Messrs. Marsh-and Colman, arfd i is ma
essrs, -Ma d man, aifil others, touching this ma'tter, %
I res})ectfu‘ly ask:that the matter may e‘n‘gagetbgearly atté:{ioi;:&f:.
expression may be given ‘as to whe: -

:lf‘the D(}partment, and that an
ér an 1 ion will-
guft,aléﬁ?rtt-ler action will be‘ ordered under the act of 6th Au‘-
am, most excellent sir, very respectfully ‘ -
‘ your obedient ser
. * " UALBERT G. BLLIS, o
S Sub-Indian Agent.
To l}’ls Excelléney; Henry Dober,- ) d
.St‘lpermtendent Indian Affairs, Madison, Wisconsin Territory.

. ———

. STocKBRIDGE, December 3, 1846,

 Dear Sir : At your request I will menti

DEAR S ¢ :ntion some of the difficultié
w;‘hi(éigppear to me to be.in the way of carrying into 'effeclt &\th;::
:d B4 z»‘flordt.he relief (’),f a {xortic.jn of the Stockbridge Indians, call-
od th ndian party, 1le1 ess it is altered or modified in some

In the first place, the Indian par ’ iti '

[y C{ party, as well as the citizen i
tixemtselves,t_)f the act of 1843, and l:ave sold lands in evers),r i;\‘::'ltlzg
}:a oyns}l;lp or reservation, and. have given warrantee deeds.

x ére ":m: ut few of the Indian party but what have sold, some

b onjel and others less, land under that act ;-amongst ‘these are the

Evsij:itaﬁtI':gg! m::d()tf}‘ltllc party, viz: John W, Quinniey and Austin
; ; e sa : i ; iti

o ainn s'al,es nd the s ’uAle may be said of ‘the citizen party -wlt_h

Said lands were sold by both parties, and decds ‘given in good ;%

-

faith ; if any advantage has been taken in any j i N
) € msta at-
co;ne to my knowledge. Neither has any lan bérelr‘:e’b:)tul‘];: r;::
:;l enthsp‘l;lts,»or when the owners were intoxicatbd.” Provided said
lanilsl? m:ld be- declared null aind vnid,'not one who has thus.sold
nd atfcll; ) l:} means of remunerating the purchasers for the original
gost and nterest, Bqt, upon some, considerable improvements have
. yh 2cen made by the purchasers, who are how actually .occu-
gz:ngg temh; and how are these citizens to be repaid, as the Indians
lande not the l;:eans? .The citizens who are now océupying these
ablestoalre, Wlth'_Oth exception, sober, industrious men, and -are not
A ose what they have paid out, ds well as-the improvements.
he larms in the north and south .patts of the tawhship: aré- of

unequal value, There ‘are, for exanple, two: of the citizen party

in the northern ‘part.who will have - i 1 ‘carri

i . 't to.remove 'if - the act.is-carriegd

;:tgncl:ﬂ'ect 3 -}md oné of thein has a valuable framed;bari,'bat there
¥ one framed barn in the southern part, and that is not worth

. 8¥OOKBRIDGE- DIFFICULTIES: - a5
L N s _‘ B ) “ !
balf as much as the one he now has. - Who'is to pay’thesz men‘th¢ .
balance for what ‘they have to give up? for the Indian party’ have
not ‘the means: . -The same is'the case with regard to; theIndian
arty ; some of them have valuable farms in the southern:part’of

. the township, which: they must leave ; but who shall rémuneraté

them' for what they have to give up in case of removal 2 The"¢iti-

;s gen -party certainly cannot doit in a-single instance. More than

sithis, the Indian-party, according to the latc aét, contemplate, I ani

finformed, depriving hereafter the citizen party of moneys received
from’ the United States, which will render them less able to pay
any balance. , : . o : :
}'f it is said that the $6,000 which the nation-is expecting to re-
ceive from the government must be taken to enable them-to' make
the transfers, and pay their creditors for lands, &ec.y I reply,'the na-
tion now owes a heavy debt whichy with the individual debts, will
n}q;ﬁrz more than that sum of money to pay, aside from their sales
of Jand. - e

But there is another feature in the recent -act which appears to
me truly surprising, and that is, it contemplates depriving the citi-
zen party, after enrolment; of any moneys from the United States.
This appears to me to be placing very serious obstacles in the

way of Indians becoming citizens, instead of encouraging-it,as it
appears to me true philanthropy would.- The very munificént ap~
propriations of money from government, in years past, for the pro-
‘motion of education amongst Indians has appeared to me to bé dic-
tated by such a spirit;; and especially the pains taken to encourage
schools by the government, has said to the civilized world, and par-
ticular]y to the Indians, the object is to elevate them in the scale
of._in_telfectual beings—to induce them to abandon the Fagan state
and raise them to a level with civilized men, and to all the, privi
leges and enjoyments of such’a'state. If this is not the object, I
would say, far better never appropriate another dollar to the hith-
erto supposed most laudable object of ciyilizing the Indians. Be- -
cause a useless expenditure of money, to élevate them a little, and
not ‘continue to -do it until they-arrive to that state in which they
are qualified to become citizens; becayse when,afbeFinning has
once been maude there should ‘be no stopping place until they reach
.this point., In the half civilized state they are incapable of self-
government, nor are they qualified to become citizeng. If they are
to be abandoned, better do it-in the pagan state than’to elevgte
them a little and then do it ; because fofal 1gnorance suits the no-
-government state, of all uncivilized Xndians much the best. . But
there is still another objectionable feature, If the Indians are told
‘that the governipent will have no sympathy for thém, so soon as

. they leave the Indian state; what a damper that will put upon '}
.fforts to instruct their children. -How paradoxical to .say to the
Indiany insteuct your children, we will appropriate money and send
.i,o_u teachers; &c:; but if you risc so high in the attainment of
-knowledge, and of the useful arts, as to be prepared to. leave .the
:Indian state and take your place amongst. civilized mien; we will
bave no sympathy for you! What 2 disappointment of long-

¢
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cherished hopes, on the part of ~the Indians, and ‘what a waste of .

time on the partof tepchers and missipnaries!, That {he Iniiang are
capable of being rhised to a level with civilized white.men, I, have
most abundant reason'to believe,.after a residence of many, yeary
amongst them, . There is another consjideration ‘of great moment}’
which T-would urggupon the attention of ‘every.true philanthropist

and that is, that civilization and christianit united can alone sayg.é:
ndian; siage. mus.t,_gpma.;,; %
“R

destrustive ‘thing A

.the Indian.from entire ;extinction,, The |
away—it is. among the things which have become old, an( is reads
to vanish away.. This state is a- most :powérless,
to the true interests of mankind. And leave the Indians to the
nafive stite, and in.a few . generations. there will ‘not be.a tribe
within 'ﬂ;} tlimits of the United States. God has made the earth to
bq;ipha‘fg{__}ggw——.ltl_ip Indians in their native state will not do it. But
the population of our own country and foreign emigration are going
to:multiply, replrnish, and subdye the earth in these United States;
and what, then, n:1st bécome of the Indians who will not do it, oy
ayail themselves of civilization, and thus aid in accomplishing the
purpose of the Creator? o

e

Yours, very truly, . . . . :
LT L CUTTING MARSH. -
% To A. G. Evrns, :
« . U 8. Sub-Indian Agent, Green bay.

ST

. . StockBRrIDGE, January 16, 1847,

Dear Str: The circumstances in which we dire placed, compel s
gp"addreSsiyou’; ahd claim your protéction against the ontrages and
iolence'of mob law that: prevails in“this town at présent, and ‘to
all appertanices is:likely fo continng, unless: effectusl measures fre
taken to prevent it.  The Indian party 6f the Stockbridge people
bave called in thé assistance of the Oneidas to ald them in resistin

the exécution of the laws _ ;
xés-among thein, and it is sipposed that séme thirty or forty are
now/onthe spot for this purpose. - Yesterday, under the guidance
of ‘the headmen of the Stockbridges, they broke open one barn,-an

entercd houses wherever they chose, in search of property that hid
biden taken: for takes—no place being secure agdinst theit violence.

" Upless some- effestual measures afe: speetlily taken to- keep ‘ the

Onefdas at home, and:prevent such outrages in -futute, we fear that
life will be sacririced in this anfortunste affair, ' / e
4 Yours, with great respect, - . oo
- QUTTING MARSH,
HENRY R.'COLEMAN;
- LEMUEL GOODELL, - -
"JOHN C. WHITNRY, "'
o, o . JESSE MILLS:« -~ 7’
- Mz, A, Q. ELLIH, RN R R
© ot T 3viSub-Indian Agent, Green Bay, R i

o

of the United States, in the collection of - §

C o -
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T . Green Bavy December 24, 1846. - .
i DEAR 81kt The ¢ Indian party” of the Stockbridge Indians have
just-applied to me for counsel andadvice in their present:diffical=
tiéé:—f‘l[:: dppears that notwithstanding the passage of the' law by
Coiigress at’its last; session’ for their “ relief,” they are still har-
_pased and ‘threatened with the enforcement of the Jaws of our Te:-
Mtory for the .collection’ of taxes, ' Théir' lands have been again
sessed and taxed, and.a-colléctor (a white man) has- called’ upon
em for the paymeiit of:the taxes assessed upon their Indian la’ndsi
and thireatens to levy on‘ and-sell thieir cattle, and other persona
propertyto pay these illegal and unjust exactions. ' Ihave adviséd
them to refuse payment,.and peaceably and ‘quietly to resist their
collection; and I deem it-proper to notify.youn of this unfortunate
state.of -things, in order-that you ‘may notify the Commissioher -of
Indian® Affairs, so' that the" authority, of the government may be
interposed to prevent the enforceénient of unjust impasitions; mnd
' to sfay the proceedings of a few designing white men, who have got
amongst them, and create great vexation and trouble between. the
two.parties of ‘thése harinless and much injured people. ~ Uniess
something is done to prevent it, I fear some unfortunate: collision
between'che parties may.he the consequence.
Respectfully, yours, &ec.,
~ HENRY §. BAIRD,
Attorney for Indian party.

A. G. Erris, Esq.,
 U. 8. Indian Sub-agent.

. War DE;’ARTHI?N‘I;,
. " Qffice Indian Affairs, April 16, 1847,
= $im: The pressure of business towards the close of the late sess

. #én of Congress, and since the adjournment, has preyengedi my-
- Jenyunicating with you at-an eotlier period, in relation "to_the

B #317,lties among the Stockbridge Indiags, ih reply to yOur“lgfgef

na'the réport of Sub-agent: Ellis on the subject:
B t:hte pa::t» of Margh 3d, 1843, the tribal character of those

\

| - Indians was taken awayéland they were to become citizens of the

“United Stalés on the “filing of the report of the “comiiissiofiess
chosen to'Gacry out its provisions, and of a map show_m'gitl‘iej:livli‘-
.o and assignment required by itof the lands in severalty. These
pipera were ~%u‘lj’’e‘x‘eclited and filed, and all the pre-requisites ‘to
¢ifizenship fulfilled, and the Stockbridges, therefore, to all interits
"UHA Ppurposes, bécame eitizens, with all the riglits, privileges, and
Matmunitiesof: bitizénship.: - The act of August 6th, 1846, repealed
‘that of* 1843, and provided_that all who desired might return to
.their original pgsition*as Tadians, and that those Who prefetred
“femainiing citizens, should have the right to do s6 on'theit comitig
“korward- ahd -etirolling their ‘namep, with: that wiew,-within three
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mofiths after: the opening-of régisters, and- notice to that effect ﬁe;
ing given:by the subiagent at Greén Bay; whom the dct constituted -
' Commissioner to:carry out its provisions. - It'was further provid:

* edy that the lands of the Stockbridges should be divided between

the, two-parties in proportion to.nuimbers—one portion to be-callcd’
the:Indian;.and the gther the citizen district; and that those in'the
latter should be subdivided and assigied,. in severalty, to'thie ind
viduals of the citizen party. Due.notice was given, and afterwardgk
repeated, ‘for all to come forward and registét. their names, whed
intended remaining citizens, but none did-so; the members of the
¢itizen party alleging that if was a useless procedure, as they were
already ‘invested with the rights and privileges of citizenship under
the aot of 1843, of which they could not be deprived by a'subsequent
‘act, -.On the other hand the Indian party allege, that as none came
forward ‘and enrolled themselves as citizens, all are again nbw In
djans, and the lands their property in common, as they were prior
to the act of 1843; and they have applied to the sub-agent to have
all'the white persons upoun them removed as intruders;-

In a lefter a short time since received from Austin E. Quinney;
he:a]leges that he has been elected sachem of the:tribe, and claims

ayment of certain moneys due under the treaty of September, 1839,
‘gvhichz since the act of 1843, could not be paid over, because that
act, in abolishing the tribal character of the Stockbridges, carried

" with it the sachem_ and courcillors, to whom, or to such persons

&

.28 they should appoint, the treaty referred to specifically provided
.:_ie money should be paid. , :

" The whole subject is one of no little difficulty,.upon which the
Departraent can come to no definite determination without further
:in(i)mgre‘ articular information on several points. o
. The Indians having acquired citizenship under the act of 1843,
serious;doubts are entertained, whether, without their own consent
at least,: this right can bé annulled'by a subsequent law. Those

intending to remain citizens having refused-to enrol their names— B
we do tiot know how many there are—and there is, therefore, no suldy; §
by which to make the division-and assignment of the lands required " ¥

b{,,.t_e‘act of 1846, 'If sych division be practicable at all, in view
ofithe parties living intermingled with each other, . it can only be
affected by ascertaining the number and names of those intending
fo resume their aboriginal position, and of those who'desire to con-

tinue citizens of the United States under the act of 1848, This can’ § Mon-i-jE . e S Y ‘
3 XCELLENT SIR : Your ¢ommunication of the 1st of Ma:

be done only by reversing the mode of proceeding presented by the
act of 1846, ‘and deducting the number favorable to that act from
the whole number, or by requiring both parties to enrol themselves

ou will, therefore, pleage instruct thy

on separate and distinct _]istsi, which would probably. be the fairest

and most impartial course.

sub:agent to ascertamn and report the number and names of eack

party accordingly. : oL '
It is represented that many of the Stockbridges, including mems .

bers 'pf_‘ the Indjan party, have sold or assigned the lands allotted ta - §
them, in severalty, under the act of 1843.” While it is algo alleged ~ §-

Y T

S8TOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES, "9

-

. ‘that 'this has heen done under ‘clrcumstances which entitlé the ] d
«or assignments tg Mo very favor’able‘conéide'rat'ibn,' it'is ftge'é{::llifg
to, l;hoyv hogv_“far this has been done by members of either pafﬁ"
.an)i 'h‘ow far the sales have been fora valuable consideration, aﬁ&
it hds been paid to'the vendors or been adequately secured to fhem,

'ng object is to ascertain - to what extent Innocerit purchasers if
:f _i ,;gf)y, W p‘bargamed» fairly and in" good fait y have a‘gqixiréd 'fig,hts

which in justice should be respedted and'protected.

% As it may ‘have qsma_terial.béariﬁ‘g’ on "the course hereaffer to be
rpursued in this atter, it is:deemed important to ascertain, with'ds
much particularity as practicable, how far'the Stockbridges of both
pirliés accepted and exeréised the ‘rights ‘of 'citizénship' conferred
’?:éé:;:i':e(ll)}ii tl;g.actttl)lf 1843, z}n'_(‘lvto what'extent they have 'been
fed : the-authorities of Wisconsin, ‘madé subjec

to the laws q)f" that Territory. . and been madé S‘Ubj'e“
; The Department also wishes to'he informed to what extent the
Stockbridges have actually re-organized themselves under their
original form of government, and in what mode they have ¢hosen
a'sachem and councillors. do ’

' Itiis represented tKat much ‘excitement;-and ver nearly’ blo'gd-

shed, have been. oceasioned by the adthorities, of Wisconsin éndeas

[ . Yoring to ’éntorce the'laws of ‘the Tertitory for ‘the collection’ of

iggéa’iupqnj'thejSiookbridg’es. It is hoped that the avthorities will .

g¢ethe ‘propriety of desisting,if practicable; from:dny such fittempt
until the unfortundte «li'sputge’s' alt)l'd difficulties a'm"ong stuhgglsg’tltfl%g? '
sliall have been in:some way. settled by theé government; and My,
-Qp!_nmqy will be.informed by ‘the sub-agent, In answer to his letter -
which 'has been refetred to, that witil that shall have been done,.
he'canhot be recognized .as sachem, or that the Indinn party. has.
any properly organized government or officers. !
' Very respectfully youriobedient servant, - '
, His Excellency Henry Dobak, W. MEDILL.
Governor of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin.

Greex Bay Sus-Inpian Acenoy,
July 16, 1847 -

last, covering @ letter of instructions from the Hon: M i
ion‘ohing the case of the Stockbridges, was duly réc%iifé'(l!:' Meditl,
. In obedience to the requiremints of the Hon. Commissioner,
Tepaired to Stockbridge' on the 24th day of ‘May last, when, 'a'fier

' 3sembling them in full council, I .opéned the Qﬁbjéét,”x‘e‘a’ﬁd and
"plained - fully the Hon. Commissioner’s létter, and ‘ghve edch
Arty & copy. "X soon found.tliey would require much time"fm“%é-
llgcra,t_mg,l and that some subsequent day would have 't bo fxéd for
¢, actiongespecially ‘It the: mattér of furnishin'g ‘mé withthe fists
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and thgiridifferent parties, a

bie cliariview of the facis.. On obtaining that of the Indian partﬁ’v

(Eggtper marked A,) as - furnished by themselves, the citizen party.
o

jected-to'a great part of the names on various grounds, some of ;38

.

which.appeared 1o be of sufficient importance to.demand presenfasi

tion’in this report,

. s MY S o : ‘ Y
-.1st, That the In'di,nn=par.try;‘had,inclp_ded in their list ~pamd_s:6f

2d. ‘That a large proportion of the persons named in the list given
in by the Indian party, had virtually accepled of the.act of 1843,

and confirmed the proceeding of the commissioners chosen to carry.

AAAAA

it into effect, by receiving the lands set. apart to them in sevetalty

by tie commissioners, and by subsequentl - selling and deeding

awpy much of {hé same,.to bona fide - purch sers, in the ordinary
. mapner; and also by voting at elections under the laws of the ter-
ritory, and.in many dther Wways recognising the act of 1843. . . . . §

.:3d, That the Indian party bad  included in their. list,-without.
" beipg able:to name them, 3 large number (80) of Munsees (said.to

_he).in the State of New York. The citizen:party allege that thesé
“Munsees arg_eunticely unknown here; that, if any such exist at ally

they must live in Canada; that the only. Munsees who ‘have ever

. come here, to claim any right in these lands . were Kill Snake and

J?ig\"De,e;‘.,“and their, families; and that they both sold out, with ’

otheéfs of the emigrating party, in 1839. ,

I have endeavored to set forth thoseseveral objections more par-
ticularl
shown in paper marked B.

The citizen- party: prevsentequ'wi-tli.a' ;(_lvoqumént,‘(t;n'érked C,)f, 8
sighed 1){' their principal men,’but declined giving an¥ formal Tigth
] a

that might go to form a basis for any new division of lands. .B?i,’v;‘g
determined, however, to obtain their names and numbers with as
much particulatity as possible, I proceeded, in council of botli par:
ties, to call them out by name, (using the last year’s annuity ro

for-that purposé,) and sct down the names of individuals and heads, g
of familieg, and their numbers, as exhibited in paper D. - This list ¥
is admitted by the citizen party to be complete.. Objections werp .

raised by the Indian party to a few names as shown in marginal
remarks. , ... . - AN PR
“Thesestwo lists, with the remarks attached, will, it is beligved;

~enabje t.hé_l)'gpp,r,im.ept;to judge of the relative force of the two par

ties, and who of them are entitled to-land.jn the tragt, end thost £
who, under all the circumstances, should be heard in- their pleas;

either. for or ugainst the act of 1816.. . el

o i;,l;eff;@pgrgge:,pariigs.; Accordingly, I. met them again on the Tth

%J,gi_ly instant, apd spent three days in the prosecution of the busi» |}
L T B A S Sy S
,?;[,fo‘und:no _liit]e difficulty in making suci\ lists of these Ir‘\‘dl'gnuil.
would enable me to prese¢nt a toleras, .

ersons who had so¢ld out a}l their. interest in Stockbridge, tg’:‘the_"
nited States,at their treaty of 3d- September, 1839; and enrolled’
theraselygs @s constituting.the “emigrating party for Missouri.” .- -

on a tabular statement of a list of the Indian party, a8’

A ljst of the sal,es.of,la_nd,\,siqpé,"theiepbri of the éo‘méx'x;issiqn..ef_ﬁ :

S8TOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES, b1

under the act’ of 1843, with the grantozs’ and grantees’ names dat(.-.s
conslderations, &c., will be found over the certificate of the,r’egiste:
of deeds for the proper county, in a paper marked D D.

I was doubtful’ in what manner to procure the other items of
inférmation called for in the Hon. Commisioner’s instructions—
fidally adopttd the plan of addressing letters'to two of the most
réspect~ble gentlemen in the vicinity, and who have been long and
s .- o acquainted “with the Stockbridges and their affairs,

ppre  '*'ese papers will be found in papers marked E and F
‘the ttiswers G and H. These responses of Messrs, Marsh and
hitney” may be implicitly relied on. The former has been' their
missionary for seventeen years,under the patrénage of ‘the Ameri-
can board of inissions; and the latter has been their chief friend
: ﬁnancia”y, and their confidential adviser for more than twenty
. i years, and is now especially so of the Indian party. They are both
gentlemen whose character for candor and integrity is beyond all
qu:‘shon. .

Y
.

v
1 B

- * . * ® o * *
The evidence in support of the claim of the Indian party, to
§ baving organized under their ancient form of government, since the
passage of the act of 1846, is objected to by the citizen party on
i the ground that the notice for the election was not sufficient, and
that, therefore, many desirous of participating in the choice of
officers were not present, ' : ~

Indian party, marked K, which closes the list of ‘documents,
8 1do not know whetljer it is expected of me to submit any advice
i5'to the solution of these difliculties. I hazard but a single.re-
| mark. Thé occasion (but not a principal one) of the cpposition-to
the act of 1846, is the forfeiture created by the proviso to the 2d
dectiony of all right to receive any portion of any annuity by any
“who may become citizens.” ‘
;7 On’the other hand, it appears to me that the main source of the
position”to'the act of 1843 has been the desire on the part of #
W'of the Indian party to control en masse the application ang
fgbursement of the moneys due and payable [to the Stockbridges
from the government on whitever account. The $5,000 appro-
B Pristed by the act of 6th of August, 1816, is-a fruitful source of
. lhis_:hsposit.ion. A single individual claims already $2,000 of this
gpfropriation, and is expecting to have it paid to him soon.
‘1 would suggest, then, that the sooner this fund is paid, the .
:»:u;;;,md most especinlly that it be paid to the Stockbridges per
{ apita, » :
 ° 1 am, most excellent sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
i . ALBERT -G. ELLIS,
Sub-Indian JAgent.

i

<B
P

i

"To his excellency, Henty Donoé; ~
. Superintendent Indian Affairs, W. T. .
e ' S

k . Thave now only to merition a lengthy and somewhat formal com-
§ munication, presented to the honorable the commissioner by the. -

-
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(a.)

Stockbridge
entitled “An act for the relie

ress, approved on the 6th day o
tgloe ﬂrstl’pmentio:;cd act, JAnd

the government of the United States.

List of the names of the heads of Sfami
Indians, who have and n

Congress of the United States,approved Marc
tifled 4 af,‘lze Stockbridge Fidians in th

heir several treaties wild

STOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES.

lies and other adults of th
ow do dissent lo the act o]
A 3,4, D. 184§,

: Wisconsin,? and who approve of the act of said Con-§
Tervitory of : ./I’;I;usl, ./{ D, 1846{ repealj
the undersigned declare herg@
their desire o remain under the government of their own Iy
and usages, and under the prolection of ¢

Tad

.

Thomaﬂ S. Branch veeeve s ssseosseee

Adults, Children.

Naraes of heads of familics, &e. . 8 ) .

g g 2, 4

] gl £ 8

sle| 5|

o (-3 < o

“ 4 Z %

Austin E. Quinney.vovseiiianicaned 1 1 3 4
John Metoxan..-n- .....--.ou vevenels 1 1 Y l
Benjamin Pye, sen....... his x mark{ 1 ) U RPN
Garret Thompson <. . his x mark] 1 1 3 lieeen
Elisha Honkapot...soo. . his x mark] 1 1 | B P
John w. Quinney......o.-......... 1 1 2 1
John P. Quinney ceeveecvsensesonces 1 1 N PP
’ Nancy"Hunt.......u.n-......-....- R 1 seetafeney
Peter D. Littleman..ooeeioneveeniael 1 4 1 1 3
Jonas Thompson ..evee. s his x mark] 1 1 1 1
James Joshua.esese vseseshisxmark]l 1 fooeei]ioenc]eoses
Joseph M. Quimuckhant.seeov veoese] 1 1 D) 1
Simon S. Metoxen.....u cssess ayes l 1 2 3
Benjamin Pye, 2d.,,e0000.his x mark] 1 1 1 3
Thomus Schanandoah.... . his x mark| 1 1 Joeved]eosss
Afron Turkey «evvesooos his x mark| 1 1 3 2
}L,bram Pye-.‘..... o-o‘ovhisxmark l 1 3 2
Benjamin Pye, 4th.oeeve.vvieanions] 1 1 Jeeees] 1
Benjamin Doxta‘or-looon.-olutv s 1 1 ] vse
.Dl‘. Big Deerootcto oon--ahisxmark .1 l csre s 2
" Moses Chayles .ovevsoooo . his x mark| 1 1 1 1
Benjamin Pye, 3d..co.0 . his x markp 1 1 1 Jeeos
Washington Quinney...oeeeseeceeses| b1 fovieifiovec]eerss
Eli wil iamscinoio 908800 s st 40 1 I EEEEX) ..0"1
Samuel Stephens....--.---... cessoe 1 eosesloevecs]ovne,
David Palmer.eeese soesechis x mark} 1 1 seaes
Jacob Konkapot.sssee.ooohis x mark] 1 1 Jieesod 1
Daniel Metexen..eeeneso his x mark] 1 1 [eeoeefasses
. l seetojasvesfecstr

STOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES, 53
[ 4
(a)—Continued.
Adults, Children,
ifg’ Names of heads of families, &o. “ g i 4 |Total.
- Pl e 2]
0 I I B
Widow Elizabeth Palmer. .her x mark|.....| 1 1 1 3
Widow Elizabeth Aaron,,.her x mark{.....| 1 1 2 4
LT, Peters.eeesesvesess vonsnenans]| 1 1| 4 | 6
Citharine Butterfield.vuvrevuunviniloenen| 1 a1 2
samuelh[i”cr.....-..'-..u ses e ey ] l 4 ' 2 8
LouisaJameson....-.......-- ses et el enene 1 ) 1 .
Blicob Jehoiakin, covvnnivenesnvenensl 1 fuues. s 1
Sally QUINNCY «evneesvrenenvanevnnafeaned] 1 | 1 [ 1] 3
B Widow Hannah Marquis..eeovvaeeantona| 1 1 |...et 2
Aoma Purkey, widow.oovveiivnvavadfiane) 1 fiias, e 1
JGeorge T. Bennettoovvee,vvvevevana| 1 1 PR I B
Igemiah Slingerland. .oovvvvvvvnene] 1 foiaideene s 1
Jobn Yoccum,..ovv vova. hig x mark| 1 1 1 2| &
M!fyl{endl'iﬂk.un-o- ees0 8t qaus sesrfonena 1 1 1 3
Flizabeth Wilber vovver vvavievrereefenne.d 1 1 b 7
Absent.
Jobn Killsnake coveeenrvennrnvaenad) 1 Jovieifernnienns 1
gaaton Konkapot.eooeovovieniaande] 1 1§00 1 3
oty and Louisa Konkapot. .o.vvvaifonen] 2 Jovenifienns] 2
@ W. Quinney, jr., and sister..oof 1 foooeieened] 1 2
h'Ll?\Vry.........-.---......u l 1 seetslsoany 2
AR UECENE 11 10 SR DR 1 veeed] 3
TRAthel Calom oovvvevunersiniusonnnfunes 1 {1 e
s'uabeth Pyelllllllll..lntl.."’.. e 00 1 6 ' N Y 6 h
.3'lbancKown................... 1 1 | 20
SEohn Hatchet.ooseruevveennvaisnansf 1 1 jooiidhieeed] 2
¢ Buemiah Slingerland, jr...
d pitny Slingorland..., o000 § 0000000 O CRRE] CXREH] EREEH
'l.iRSEESin New York State v.vvvoeefecsse]iveosfeneis]oscee 80
1 f¥hebe Skicket, widow.ovvsesrvovenafenn] 1 foiiniliunad 1
lt';‘ma Doxtator seseets saants veocvofocoosciovevafaccan 1 1
.3°lllhAbrams, wife and sister.,..0.] 1 2 loveedeese] 8
2 v,_ﬂhﬂn_(). Johnston coeevees spsees 3/ 1 LR RN KRR 4
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General remar)m;

T T
4

Who are they?—unknown.

Never been here.
Same as above.
Same as above.

Same as above.
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S8TOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES, iy}
? - (c.) .

4
StocknrincE, CALUMET couNTY,
. Wisconsin Territory, June 1, Anno Domini 1847,

Sir : The undersigned, formerly of the Stockbridge tribe of In-
dians, respectfully represent that they became entitled to all the
privileges of citizensliip ‘in the United States, by an act of Congress
approved March 3, 1843, entitled ““An act for the relief of the Stock-
bridge Indians in Wisconsin.” -

They further represeiit that the said tribe did. throw aside their
own form of government, and avail themselyes of all the privileges
gonferred upon them by the said act of 1843 ; that they have given
and received titles of lands by warrantee deeds and mortgage, and
the bonds are on record in the county register’s office; attended as
petit and grand jurors in district courts, and participated in the
elective franchise in the election of officers, a8 members of the leg-
islature of the ‘Territory, and delegate to Congress; that some of the
individuals calling themselves members of the Indian party have
been elected to local offices, under the ldws of the Territory, availed
themselves of the law in the collection of debts, and, wherever it
was necessary, for the redress of grievances; and it is not known
whether they ever have attempted to clear themselves from the law
by claiming to be Indians, (execepting in one instante-—a Sambo,
cfz'iimed to be a Stockbridge Indian,when in fact he had nuvt a drop
of Stockbridge blood in him—) but in all cases have stood by the
issue in law.

+They further represent, that Congress did pass an act approved
August 6, 1846, to repeal the aforesaid act of 1843, and to restore
theAStockbridge tribe of Indians to their ancient privileges; but théy
do not recognise in Congress any power to disfranchise them'of their
rights as citizens of the United States. They, therefore, ‘will not
nmake application; and pray now to have granted anew what they
already possess to the fullest extent, or enrol themselves so as to
make a rule by which a chance for a new division can be given; for
all those lands which they have sold and disposed of in. ggod faith,
for valuable considerations, to innocent puichasers, they will for-
ever hold good, and the ticles, as they themselves will forever re-
nain citizeéns of the United States. And do hereby, as they have
heretofore, carnestly and solemnly protest against any infraction of
their rights as such, or reversal of the decisions and assignments of
lands of their commissioners, which were executed in good faith,
under the direction of legal counsel, and with the law of Congress

open before them. )
JOHN W. ABRAMS.
JOHN N. CHICKS.
JOSEPH L. CHICKS.
DANIEL DAVID.
WILLIAM GARDNER. ‘
JACOB.MOORE.

! ' JOHN LITTLEMAN.
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A . & . AL AN,
THEN ‘ his NATHAN EASTMAN.
e ISAAC x JACOBS, . JOHN W. JOHNSON, jr.
i mark. ‘ JOS. HAMMON. .
i his ' -JOI]’)NE}\;&(’)I‘%'II;H{‘):}%&‘“’““{)
¥ 3 S M : . i R. P, ) : ot
(i | i OO, | JOHN A. EASTMAN, (Fon du Lac.)
 §idi o HARVEY JOHNSTON. G. BuLis
i JOHN WILBRER. : To A,g'u;_ Indian agent.
e JOSIAN . CHICKS,
R Justice of the peace in same county, - ’
NS his . ) .
SN JOSEPH x DOXTATOR, '
YA “mark,
il ISAAC SIMMONS.,
4 DERING DAVIDS.
i1 , LEVI KONKAPOT.
¥ JOHIN MOORE,
L LEWIS BOMAN,
i HENRY MOORE. gult L
il JACOB CHICKS. | E
¥y JACOB DAVID. 33
i d e . TIMOTHY JOURDAN. . 8
it ~ Witnessed by Arnory Ruopys, : ' o
L To A, G. Ervss, : b
¢t The Sub-Indian agent, o
: i S
v The undersigned, citizens of the town of Manchester,in the count 4 g
L8 of Calumet, and Territory of Wisconsin, do hereby certify that, to ' SSE
i our certain knowledge, the Stockbridge nation or tribe of Indians iy ‘S’
AR have for the last three years participated in all (he privileges of cit- L b
i { - izenship in said territory; that they have both purchased and con- AEE
13 veyed away lands by deeds of warrant; that they have sued and been L
:“. “sued at courts of law; that they have exerciséd the elective franchise; 3% M
. and that they have served as urors in the district court in said ter- i ‘.:',
aHt ritory; and that they have on all such occasions demeaned them? * i
e selves as good and wholesome citizens. ' il
1 R T. COMMICK. Ca btk
it By é s . JAS. CRAMORD, . ‘ ;g
RiNeStEp Justice of the peace in and for county of Calumet, W. T. :
KIH R WILLIAM pioic ¥ ’ : g
ey 5; JAS. KUNF. :
LI LEWIS FOWLER,
gt 1 :t Register of Calumet county.
CEEL S RANDAL ABNER,
,i D J. P. of Calumet county.
Iy ALEXANDER G. DICK.
SR ARNOLD Iwougzs. ) .
-HHe . - RSUHAYWARD. : 3 ‘
‘;I% JOSEPH TOCUS. _ i " e ; o ‘
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Ly . STOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES,
i . . Sus-Inpiax Acency, Greex Bay,
. ' : (d.) v . May 27,1847,
v, List iti ; , : Herewith I submit regpectfully for your ex- i}
é:? o fhe czhzen{ﬁ?‘% ?;f::uszocbk%dg“" Obtained by inquiry, amli{li:,t'io‘:znclgg;no?‘: communication from lll)e WaryDeertm_gmt; b
i of both parites. dated the 17th April, 1847, relating'to the affairs of the Stockbridge
S T e e . Indians, and the. proceedings had by me in December last, under |
Ae s Names. No, Romarks 4 7 the act of Congress of August 6, 1846, which repealed the act of |
12 — — ' 1 | March 8, 1843, and conferred upon that tribe the privilege of re~ : |
3 John W, ing to tlieir former Indian state. . R
1482 John ;{V C‘}ltl)éz?s..' '? mrlf"rogltthié paper_you will perceive that the Hon, the Commis- ; " ;i j¥
{3} Joseph 8. Chicks.....| 4 sioner of Indian Affairs has made it my duty to collect and report ; . i
t i1 1 Daniel David, et 3 : on several points, preparatory to some‘further action by the Infﬁan K
ifﬂf William Gardner, .” 10 | Obj 1 s Department in the case, Much of this data can only !-’e obtained |} E
AL e b_.qcte( bto by the Imh'ans as not by the courtesy of persons who, like yourself, have resided among 1./ i B
1 B It‘""g orn of Steckbridge bloog, and necar those Indians for a length of time, and who may be dis- ' :{;
M . a];pears he had been adopted at a posed to give information to the government. i - R
513  Jacob Moore...,, t regular council, Presuming that in common, with others; from motives of philan- i %,l}
N 3 Jokn Littleman, " Py thropy, you ma‘y be willing to give your aia towards some adjust- i
: }Isaac Jacob. . ,,.. cess] 3 ment of the difficultles existing among this unfortunate people, I 35:
i dJob Moore....... ... 6 respectfully. submit the followh'\g 1i:.t of llll\qmmtes, w1t;ll thfe txi:aquesl: o g
N N : written replies to each, or to,such o em as § o 3.,
'K Tervey Johnson......| 6 O%I‘fcwd to by the Indian party as ﬁ:ﬁ: %z‘; ‘;;lil:?:li;; an:l to cal:nmunicate a:ny other facts in relation | / él'
3y he:]n born of white parents, He to this subject that you imay suppose will be useful, and aid the ,\‘i“
Y bat een adopted by Indian parents, Department 1n coming to just conclusions in the premises. pE
§2% {1t not ascertained whether recog- 1st. Have the Stockbridges, since the report of the commissioners f
*y nised fullg by the tribe, His wi%e into effect the act of Congress of March 3, 1843, for EE
T

i A bri for carryin
Is & Stockbridge, the relieyf o%thc Stockbridges, sold lands; and

T o= St s

AT
3 1osiah Chicks....,,,.[ 4 ; @ ' i
% .2 . oseph Docksdader.,,| 1 2d. If any of them, of either party, iave so s6Td, their names j o g,
i 1 e Simmons. ... 9 and those of the purchasers are desired . i Pagids
I %fqrgaret Beaulien. .| 2 3d. If any of the Stockbridges have sold land, it is desired to be i" i
g &7 arius Davids. ,,.... 3 . known whether they did so for a valuable consideration, elthg”‘ : } Afg
h ; } evi Konkapot......,| 1 peid or adequately secured ? - Y §
13l 'ilh" Maore, ,.......| 4th. Are there innocent purchasers, who bought .these lands mi SR
1R jucy Konkapot......| 1 ] ) good faith, and whose rights, thus acquired, ought to be respected ;4 4 Z{i
§ 3 ewis Bewuman,,....| 7 : " and protected ? . . .
15 bigail Moore. ... [ 4 ' ' 6th. To what extent have the parties accepted and exercised the : A
1L fony Maore, 2 ' rights of citizenship under the act of 18437 » Pl gt
ME}6# cob Chicks. ! veeef 4 ' 6th. To what extent have they Been recO%"\sed a8 citizens by'the!
2k (E cOb}?aﬁd' eseeres] 9 authorities of Wisconsin, an(: been made subject to the laws of the: !’
\ mothy Jourdain,,,,} g . Parritory 1 . ‘ . P
phia Moore........| 2 Tth, ’{:o what extent have the Indian party of the Stockbridges;

. re-organized themselves under their old form of government; and.
in what manner have they chosen a sachem and counsellors 7

Rev. sir, very respectfull our obedient
T am, Rev. siry very resp AR o 'BLLIS,

U. S. sub-Indian Agent.

Jwy McAlister..,...| 4
*. § tharine Franks . ... ‘3
. ,tharine M“’s.ooool 1
1§ lilah Sicketer , ...,
{Nielia Fidler . ......

1

1
e Dean. ..., yee.., 3 To the Rev. Curting Marsn,

1

1

H isey Wyall....,,.. Msssionary among the Stqckbridges.

: }E‘}ncy Han. ....., ,
i ‘eey Managro,..,,.| 3 \
1

}i“ irles Stevens , ,,,,J J ’ R
iy . .

. v ﬂ o B '~'-e--na‘%<-‘~~~»»«"-—l-I~d ‘
PACZ NRRRETTY ‘
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it ‘ : )
N SrocknringE, CaLuMET County
' R July 6, 1847,

DeAr S1r: Yours of May 27th was duly veceived. I feel a strong
degree of veluctance to take any part which shall subject me to
the oharge of taking sides with either partz,'slill it is just that the
Hon, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs should be furnished with
all the information which can possibly be collected in this stage of
the Stockbridges’ affairs, in order that justice may be done to all
parties concerned, '

I willy therefore, answer the questions put in your letters, so far
~ as I am.able, or think it necessary.

4 1at. ¢ Have the Stockbridges, since the report of the commission-
. ers for carrying into effect the act of Congress of March 3, 1843,
for the relief of tlié Stockbridge Indians, sold lands 7

. & They have; and,sir, I deeply gegret,and am pained to hear, that
; . any of the Stockbtidges desire to have those sales set aside, made
“& . undef the circumstances in which all were. .

:Li  2d. % The names of all such are desired, and those of the persons

| to whom they sold.”

I For a list of the names, I refer you to the one which the county
¢ ‘ register of deeds has made out, and upen it the Department may
" safely rely as being correct in all respects,

.- I huve seen a list of the names of the Indian party ‘which have
-, sold lands, and declare it correct according to the best of m
3 knowledge. 1 am amongst the number of purchasers. Althoug
_« my name will not appear on the re%ister’s list, as the man of whom
", ‘I purchased died soon after, and I did not get my deed recorded,
¢ tas I-did.not fear any other title ever being given. '

't 3d, “Did they sell, or not, for a valuab e consideration, cither

PR PR

- H

They ¢ did receive valuable consideration,” viz: money, oxen,
tcows, horses, and goods, to my certain knowledge. If, in any in-
'stance, advantage was taken bi any purchaser, I have not heard of
;lit. Some have sold land for the payment of /i bts previously con-

-

A

; itracted, , .
! dth. “Are ‘there innocent purchasers who bought these lands in

: < ‘good faith, and whose rights thus acquired ought to be respected

¥ 'and protected 9" - ,

.+t ‘Certainly, in my opinion. My reasons for believing are the fol-
i lowing: As the citizen' party ~carried into effect the act of 3d
:March, 1843, and made due returns’of their doings, I supposed, and

: 'others better acquainted with law than myself also supposed, that

A,

AN T

(% 4 the citizen party,at least, were to all intents and purposes citizens.

Furthermore, when I ascertained that the Indian party was sell-

e

AL I ing and giving ‘warrantee deeds without any condition, either ex-

%2 lpressed or inplied to the contrary, I confidently expected that they

%" twould confirm the sales, provided they ever became released from
{lthe act, as they intended'and expected they should be., In view
!

P )
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of such a course the only opinion which cin be expressed by those

i : iustice done, is that it is high-handed fraud.
WhIo\:}i(i?"t(:ﬂ:g l::zel{burly fo mention my own case. I purchageid
two lots of an aged man, Jertmiah Johnson, a membef of t}gfhc:;‘-
zen party, when he was in the last stages of. consumption, wi . e

onfident feeling that the title would never be called in quIes on.
;’Vhether the Indian party got relieved from the act or.x;ot,. 'hrt\evei
.xpected that’they would interfere with the other pt:'rt_s ls rflg, hs.‘i
?ought not for the purpose of speculation, but as a deed of chari

" :fo the aged and infirm widow whom he was going to l‘?ave behind.
"He was very poor, and his wife was past labor, and she was going

i dson, who also had a youngifamily anil vras
t‘:arb'e ]i‘:r.wnl"c:ri%:gn(]hat 'she would often need things which ‘his
vlazulgon could not provide for her coufort, he washver)l' laAnxg{us
%o sell his lots, and have the money deposited where tde ob( yv'o a.r}
could drow upon it as often as her necessities requlre','; es‘;( cfi’ xf
not sold in lis lifetime, the old womﬂn'coqld not gn_e' a e(i: tl(:
them. The purchaser who was expected did notdarrne,dan e
old gentletnan was fast failing, and 1 f!:'lt it to be a duty to oﬁqomve-
thing for the future corifort of his widow; for as longl as s e'“gs
able to work she was industrious, and, besides, was much r(;]specltle] .
I théreforc - purchased and gave one dollar per acre fgnj tlh‘etw to e
of the two lois, amounting to about one hundred ml:l ir d wo
dolars. This appeared to me to be a justand equita |e considera-
tion. . . o other cases

nature of the sales, I will mention two other cases,
an'(ll‘oqtslga:vf:it;?n the deeds as they sta.ml ‘recor_ded m.theg:&nﬁte?’s
office, viz: John W, Quinney and Ausu_n E. Q,um[ley., Ii)s o qq;;te
verba’tim et literatim as I found them in the register’s book, 50 tlar
as I go; and there is no man in the community who ?Scrstan 8 the
nature of a contract better than John W, Quinney. erle arefnotx;e
in the nation so ignorant as not to be able to understa;u Eer f;‘c y
well the meaning of a contract; and it is not too much, there gre,
to say, that they would never have thought of refusing to confirm

-, every sale, had they not been put up to it.

« This indentuve, made the sixth day of May, in the year gf (wr
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-five, between Johnﬁ .
Quinney, of Calumet county, Wisconsin Territory, party of the first
part, and Henry Eugene Eastinan, of.Brown county, party of the
second part, witnesseth: That the said party of the first part, for
and in consideration of one hundred and twenty (|ollg1rs? in h_azl;d
paid by the party of the second part, the receipt whereof i3 hereby
acknowledged, has granted, bargained, sold, remised, rl:.lease: ’
aliened, and confirmed, and by these presents doth grant, argmn,
gell, remise, release, ali‘en,.and conﬁn_n, unto the said party of the
sec&ml part, and to his beirs gml assigns forever, a.ll tl_mt certain
lot, picce, or parcel of lnml,.sntuatcd, lying, and being in Calumet
cou,nty and known and particularly glescnbe(l as lqt numbgr ﬁfty.-
‘one (bf) in thé *“Stockbridye reservation,” in said county, and con-

v
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64 . 8TOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES.
cor.ded map or plat of ‘said reservation,
Quinney, for himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, dotk
covenant, bargain, grant, and agree, to and with the said party of
the second part, and his heirs and assigns, that at the time of the
ensealing and-delivering of these presents, he is wel] seized of the

remises above conveyed as of a good, sure, perfect, absolute, and
- indefeasible estate of inheritance in law, in fee simple, and has good
right, full power, and lawful authority to-grant,

are free and clear of all incumbrances of what kind and hature so}
ever; and that the above bargained premises, in the quiet and peace-
able ‘possession of the said party of the second part, will forever
warrant and defend,
JOHN W,
Signed, sealed, and delivered W. QUINNEY.
in the presénce of
Joun P, Arnpr,
S. R. Corron,

¢ The above certified to by John P. Arndt, justj "
for the county of Brown.” d fndly Justice of the peace

The other deed was given by Austin E. Quinney to Daniel *But-
ler, of Green Ray, and he received the money for his pay:

¢“This indenture, made the third day of November, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-five, between
Austin E. Quinney and his wife, of the county of Calumet, Wiscon-
sin Territory, parties of the first part, and Daniel Butler, of Brown
county, &c., party of the second party witnesseth: That the parties
of the first part; forand in consideration of the sum of one hundred
un'd(itwo dollars, lawful money of the United States, to them in hand
aid by the said party of the second part, the receipt whereof is
ereby confessed and” acknowledged, have granted,” &e., &e.
“sixty-two acres and a half of land, be the same more or lcss,”

&e., &c. .
AUSTIN E. QUINNEY. .

her -
JANE x QUINNEY.
mark.

¢

Signed in the presence of
* Currine Marsn,
Paur D. Havwaob.

“The above deed is certified to by Paul D, I justi
the peace for Calumet county.” y' "ywoods justice of

This latter deed was made out in the usual form, the same as the
other; and to quote the whole, I deem it unnecessary for the pre-
sent occasion, but in it the survey and map are particularly recog-
nized.:

.In view, sir, of such instruments, and deliberately and volunta-
rily subscribed to in the presence of competent wgnesses‘ I ask,’
how can they be set aside without the most palpable i justicei

/. !

-

And the said John W, .

. argain, sell, and -
gonvey the same in manner and form ‘aforesaid, and that the ’samd '

BTOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES. 65
Is it possible to suppose that candid men, honest and upright in all
their dealings, men of business, too, and well acquainted with law,
would purchase lands, give a valuable consideration, and pay,
too, what they considered a fair price for the lands so purchased,

when they were in doubt about the titles? especially when the-

vendors expressed no doubt, made no reserve whatever, and volun-

tarily offered to give warrantee deeds?
.- Yet, siry under these circumstances, and if the manner as above:
described

» have the langs in Stockbridge been sold,

bth. “ To what extent have the parties
tights of citizenship under the act of 18437

The list above referred to will show to what extent the Indian
party have availed themselves of the right of selling land; and all
that has been deeded away or mortgaged to citizens of the United
States, or to one another, has been according to the laws of the
United States, and not according to lndian laws or custom. A
number of the party have voted at elections; some have served as
jurors, others have prosecuted,. and one, who usually held zome
office every year under the Indian government, was collector
in 1845.” ,

6th. “To what extent have they been recognized as citizens by

the authorities of Wisconsin, and made subject to the laws of the.

territory 1
At all the elections, their votes have been received the same as

glndiéns) exercised the ~

other citizens of the United States; they have been taxed the same,.

have prosecuted, and have been prosecuted the same; and in no
case have they been excepted {o because thay were Indians. In
short, sir, since the passage of the act of 1843, all the Indian laws

previously existing have been suspended; and all legal business of '

whatever kind, so far as it has come to my knowledge, has been
done according to the laws of the United States.
party re-organized their government last winter, I have not known-
them to do any business according to it. ,

Tth. ¢ To what extent have the Indian party of the Stockbridges

“] was informed by one of the leading members of the party at
the time, that they had -chosen their officers the same as before; but
I do not recollect to have seen any public notice posted up as
formerly announcing when the election would take place, or what
officers were to be chosenj and have been informed that no such
notice was given, although the meeting was held at the.usnal time
at which they formerly met for the election of such officers.

-~ Yours, very respectfully,
CUTTING MARSH.
To A, Q. ELuis, esq.,
U. 8. Sub-Indian Agent, Green Bay.

b

Since the Indian.

! tecorganized themsclves under their old form of government, and in
~.what manner have they chosen a sachem and counsellors?”
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S8TOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULYTIES.

(g)
' Suesovean, June 17, 1847,

Sin: Yours of the 28th May would have been answered ere this,
but for the want of time to get the information that you require;
and now I cannot answer all of the questions with as much preci-
sion as I wish. As to the sales of lands by the Stockbridges, after

the division by the commissicners.and their report, there has been
land to a large amount sold, and they have received their pay in

most cases, I think; and the prices paid have been all they were
worth, so far as I have bou h{,, (and T have bought moure than any
other individual:) T should be gldd to get what I paid for them,
and I think that nearly all that have bought would be glad to do
the same. The most of the purchasers bought in good faith, and
ought to be protected; in fact, I do not know of but one case that
1 t%ink there was fraud in the purchase, and that was one of the
citizen party of that tribe that defrauded one of the Indian party.
There is but very few of the whole of the two parties but what have
sold land. I think not more than ten that is old enough to sell or
give titles. There is some of the Indian party that have held office
and voted at the elections with the citizen party, at their town and
county elections.

They were authorized by the legislature of the territory to form
a township government, and they have chosen their officers, levied
and gollected taxes, and one of the Indian party, Joha P. Quinney,
acteg as collector in 1845. They have held courts, served as jury-
men; their property, both cattle and land, have been sold on exe-
cution, and the laws have been exercised over them the same as
any other citizens.

As to the re-organization of the Indian party, they held their
election as formerly, before the law passed for making them citi-
zens, but the citizen party did not attend. I think that they are
fully organized under their former laws; that is, the Indian party.
There i3 quite a number that now, and some' that always, have

claimed to belong to the Indian party that have voted, held office; *

and sold land.

The above is as near to the facts that you wished to get at as I
can ﬁive them to you, and I had more or less business with them
for the last twenty-five years.

Yours, respectfully,
DANIEL WHITNEY.

A. G. Euwis, Sub-Indian Agent, Green Bay.

,
L]

.

¢

i

STOCKBRIDGFE DIFFICUTTIES,

(£.)

The Sachem and Councillors of the Stockbridge tribe o Indians, | f
in Wisconsin Territory, to the Hon. Commissioner of Indian ./If-'
fairs at Washington, 2

vp
*E‘S
o1l H,
e
fr

We have seen your communication to his excellency the Gover- -
nor of this Territory, of the 16th April last, touching the difficul- - ¥
tu;; and embarrassments under which our people live and still . ' .
suffer, b7

We are pained to learn, as we do from that communication, that b,
obstacles still lie in the way of rendering to us that full measure
of justice which was contemplated by the act of the Congress of '
the United States, approved August 6’, 1846. .
. Relying upon the assurances given in that act,and upon the trea- '
ties heretofore made by the United States, and which that act re- '
cognizes, we had hoped that our troubles were ended; and, having '
complied with the terms of that act, by the recognition of our gov- ! -
ernment in its “ancient form,” and in accordance with our ancient !, *
laws, we hoped that the moneys which were our du€, under the stj- '
pulations of our treaties with the United States, would be promptly ! -
paid, (for our necessities require this,) and that hereafter we were ' -
to be relieved from the disturbances of those restless and ill-advised |
persons among us, who have sought to overturn. the laws and abol- |
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ish the government of their nation. I

To effect these objects of the utmost importance to our peace B

and welfare, we cheerfully impart such information as we can upon B

those points which are the subject of inquiry in your letter, above ; * .

referred to. ) (R é’f

When the act of 1843 was passed, declaring us to be citizeng of * . Y
the United States, upon certain conditions, which we were neither
g

to perform, nor had we any power to prevent the performance of; = ;
and when we saw a distribution of lands made under the proﬂ'ered’ L
sanctions of that act, in which-not only the whole body of our re- '
served lands, which we had garnered up as the sole hope of our
posterity, were dissipated at once; but in which many of the pos-
sessions of individuals were recklessly disposed of, without consult- ' " :
ing the wishes of the proprietor,—and all this at the bidding of ' o
certain men, not the choice of the nation, and neither whose age, .
discretion, or general habits entitled them to the confidence of the
nation; and wﬁose conduct in that particular case proved them te .
be utterly upfitted for the high trust they assumed.—When we saw -
all this we submitted, not with the defersnce due from the . }i
wrong to the right, but with the deference exacted from the weak ‘5{‘:(
‘. B
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i
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by the sirong. We adjured the principle of that act; we deplored
its practical effects upon our condition. We wereadvised by those
skilled in a knowledge of your. laws that it was unauthorized by '
your own constitution. S#ll we offered no resistance; we felt that ,
1t held out no privileges to us. But we quietly yielded to its bur- ! ;¢
dens, preferring to appeal to the very government which had (we Pt
believed) through mistake, inflicted the wrong, (a government to 3

(o ——
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: iated according

the treaty of ’39, had been .regularly appropria !
14, »)(}'::r laws, an){l grant::d to individuals to whom 1t was to be paid,
' '} 800N a8 received; but the men appointed to carry out the provi-

¥ : .'\"i ]

adl STOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES. ah
- i' . .  STOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES. : , ; f;i’
v ot T 13
R . to relieve would respectfully, refer the Hon. Commissioner to the docume %
!_s.j i .e justice of which 0\{{, fathe(rls }:ﬁx(}- t:ug:l:]usmt‘?] ttr}:l;t,())o?lg;:;: of 447, printed bév order of the House of Representatives, at the 1 - i l
!"1 s from t}(llatswtron%i.stenefl ’t':)a :s. Thg)lr) re}’)eal'ed the act of 1843; session, 9th Congress, and other (!ocumentrs relating to sur affai i(,
o .tz }Ln:;,‘ee m'::n(i?me thet former act had been singularly Jisastrous . gzxef:;l‘clzdf‘aa:(;l (!)nf?i)c’ebe found both in the War Departraent and tl . By 'j!&:
41 ) oat i Co . . . ’\ :"’
k. . d N
{. its effects upon our condition. ; . ving debts Thus oppressed and desponding, we hailed with great gladne i} E
131 Atthe time of l‘)t‘:} pass:i:)ge ;no:éhgihot:epi?;l;y“f:]eie(:l“, :lp%n the the passage of the repealing act of 1846—not because it did or cou s g’i
.+ our white neigl 0“"’1’ p 13.' the povernment of the United : redress the evils already inflicted, but because we thought it insu: {
k ' P vyment of mo?eysﬂ] uesnz?l ({&'{;fs; beg;ng part of the amount due R ’ ed us against the recurrence of similar ones. We trusted that tho" gt
i rates. About four thou ! of the citizen party would be content with the full measure of di 4 [ g

tress they had visited upon us through the instrumentality of tl

law of 1843, and would avail themselves of the provision made- :", I
the 2d section of the law of 1846, for their professed wants, and gec /%)

I . ; : ; thority to dispose . . . ! , .
L o ot id sty arogated to hemeelves the IO AU Ut ths suapiees o1 5 more powerruland 1 sy be) hegpior o ! |
Fhea Ty diregarding ;. tg By the passage of the act (as is well erntent, for.that prosperity to which their faithlessness to our lav. “\fi
(3%, & 1itunder varjous features. m y I::al;s to support- our public had not entitled them. But in this hope wé were again disappdin (R
i it .aown to the lt)clf)fm{)medr::ts)triyi;(::ra:uoncethe na?’mna\ character-of d cd .. They rejected the proffered privileges they had sought, u\nle;j‘};g!‘; ?,‘
taid iijl} were lctuheoo ci}':\l charaotee of those who alone could repre- R s '(.t Would scem) they should be coupled with grievous wrongs to u'": .
41 ¢ Ay tribey and o . demanils were They refuse, by enrolling their names, to show how many are wil +fi g1,
3 hnt Thus shértened in our means, new 4 ) R R
1 Lt the tribe. us s had to pa tosess for the support ing to assume the obligation of allegiance to the United State - & I
iy Q.ade_upfm us. t‘}“ we}::s:aeg?s't;?:enou?rpfa{he‘rs ha’ve often fought, We et this difficulty in accordance with the suggestions contai- "} b
$¢ i a government for whot : . . 1d ed in your letter, and have submitted to Mr. Ellis the names ai el ¥
b v f which, they never designed their sons shou ). s . ) , : SEE.
! ut to the sup O{t of which, they : T ble to . number of those of us who desire to remain under Indian laws ;';-“;t K
! ‘ay tribute ith our diminished means, finding it impossibie the onlv laws which afford . assurance of prosperit woekE
Ay ir old and new demands, the holders of our previous lia- y laws which aiford us any assurance of prosperity. W g~
i .eet their old a hei <tables upon us,and the county authori- have organized a government for oursélves based upon those law“}-’;i'
t ilities t‘“.’"’d in their cOnS dp le ’their mutual levies and In that orgamzauon,tpe undersigned have been unanimously chose % 1% &
© es turned in their collectors, and under to the offices of sachem and councillors. We ask again, most r¥/§ g

AT es. our personal property was fast d\'avindling away, which
: ':?::s‘s‘t;st,o thep worst egil of a{l,_ to part |’mth some of our land!

Lo rere we deem it worthy of particular notice, that for the purpose
TR geguring a rermanent liome, a portion of our people wished to
31t ecome citizens of the United States!-—But who, after the passage
“¢f the act of 1843, availed themsclves of the earliest opportunity

spectfully) to be reorganized as such, according to the stipulatio; !

-

of the act of 1846. We ask that the country granted to the Stoci-" [

bridge and Munsce Indians, upon the faith of a solemn treaty, m:z ».':;555
-be protected to those tribes. If that country must be furtherr 4

duced to satisfy the demands of those who spurn our society ar -

Liseperpong o
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our*laws, let it be done, and let us know what we may look upc';; %

vz

1s, because we refused to become vitizens; but for all which we-

R s
L

LT : ith all the land (or nearly so) allotied to them. The 1 what s Ty tor i i i
ALz i part with a . h as the home of our living, and what we may rely upon for t} ;¢ e
HEC g sons are but few, compared with those to whom ) . 51 i . O
:% §§ g :umberdof tbos:c}\)ﬁ:d by a treaty w’ith tlll)e United States, but we graves of our dead. Believ efus, we are not thus t]enflomus of o S te
] ‘ni‘é (e land was secufed alled the ‘citizen party, sold land ,  national character.and rights from a mere romantic love of, and pr_ %?
5231 ¢ ligcovered that this Paf‘)’)f""“’: et Jdditional ‘inﬂupence,lo sustain ference for, Indian habits and customs. True, we have some vener:: {F
AL hostly fo; the lP“_'J"Q:ﬁ gll :ﬁ;:l?ngﬂi?er:(:ewcxaertcd in opposition to tion for the memory of our fathers, and we have some pride in t1 > jay
ALt hem; and we Aay have aj 11 lands because they were recollection of those (our ancestors) who welcomed yours to Ame . i\«
g dilli g, A few of our people have aiso ?0'( ab(s i ens): some ican shores; who nursed them through the weakness of infancy. " i
"g';"tz-"'%" s ‘old they cou}_d do so, who did ".O_t Wish t.o ‘e(io:r‘;emf‘lkezthe',n citi- the strength of manhood; who fought for them the battles of th . t; :
B p’{"; _.’ :ut of mere “'s}%:s\t,:ri tl:l?sizﬁzzgglmoefalf;;d‘;:eg( r‘elicf from trouble independence which alone gives you the power to dispose our fa .
IN i ensg, others W Cfather. We have also been told that much of and to speak our doom. But, above all, we have the abiding fai il &
f';@;'i; o ¢ rom thell\; gl‘ift\ o old .for toxes, Though the smount of land sold that we must he a people by oun'-selves. OEII' God hath made us dl;l‘“’g }! \
A L ;I’-,-“' Jand | as“ ?lethe Indian arty is not very great, yet it is enough . tinct from you—we must remain so or perish. - We can never P’f;!ﬁ'j 4k
| ‘x‘}* Joegd o e fethose who \vi[s:hmi to commit them, to proclaim their ticipate in the wealth or the social privileges of it'h'e whltgst]hor;: Rt}
Figslitg or the use 0 he | f 1843. On the whole, we believed, if we ever we might be made participants in their po itical privilege
¥ >‘5 y ',;-ccela‘“““t°.‘t’f ‘n \::avs(;xould ere long be turncd out of our posses- Our limited possessions are not necessary to the glory or the,pro i
Kt | lemained citizens, Cations of the white man’s law. We for- perity of the United States; and to be valuable to us, they must 1.4,
’”% 13/}'{!10:\8 by the curtnﬁushplzer of wrongs and oppressions visited upon secured against the purchases of the whites. To encourage agr. ..t}
$41%7 5 ear goINg fnto the history g p ; culture among our people, we allot to each male adult or head of =:j:
1] k :
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family, a tract etjual to his capacity to cultivate, and the balance
;we hold in“¢common as airéserve, to be allotted to those who ‘shall
'come after us. -If our lands were to be held by-each individual in
© !fee, with fill )power to sell at pleasure—and surrounded as we are
 'by a white population, eager and apt for acquisition—the genera-
i, tion which shall ‘succeed us would find themselves without a home.

. Surely jt will 'not be deeped unreasonable in us that we feel a
i thrilling interest in the destiny of our race, and that we take some
. ;thought for its welfare. That we are obliged to this end to make
. © ifrequent appeals to the government of the United States, is the re-
¥ isgult of events, not of our own ordering. Still, we ask only for
© sthe true observance of those treaties which have been quite as pro-
3 gductive of good to that government as to us. After the repeal of
. ‘the act of 1843, we resisted the payment of taxes to the govern-
i ‘ment of-this territory. We were advised that the laws of the
» 1United States were supreme over its territories, and that, as the
; ;;law of 1843 furnished the only authority for levying taxes upon us,
}) ;80 the repec! of that act took away all such authority. Weoffered
[jno resistance to the former law while it existed; but when it no
i Flonger existed, we felt authorized to prevent your subjects frow
jtrampling at once upon your laws and apon our dearest rights. =
;. There is one remark in your letter to Governor Dodge which
joccasioned us some surprise—it is this: ¢“The act of August 6
11846, repealed the act of 1813, and provided that all who desirec
ot "imight refurn to their original position; and that all who preferred
- remaining citizens should haye the right,” &e. We have looked in
qvain for any such provisions in the act of 1846. We do find the
.'érepeal of the laws of 1843; aud we find the whole Stockbridge
-+ vnation-restored to their ancient form of government, with all pow.
; ljers, rights, and privileges held and exercised by them under their
¢ customs and usages, as fully and completely as” the above recited
! ract had never passed; and we also find a provision enabling those
{:who so desire (not to remain, but) ¢“to become” citizens. *
i’ -Now, although it matters not to us whether ¢ we remain’” in the
..¢ t-Indian state. or ““return® {fo it, so long as we are permitted to en-
> § joy that state; still,-we have been advised that it makes a material
- nydifference in the understanding and interpretation of that law which
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. reading it receives; and we have been advised that the Iaw of 1846,
«drawn in view of 1843, was of n» binding force. We may have
. ;been wrongly advised.
Again we r¢juic our regrets.  Let the government of our choice
‘ {be recognised; let the protection of American law be thrown around
"4 »the Indian country, and not over it; let it be a bulwark to protect
: { us against the encroachments of the whites, and not a whirlwind
" { Yo scatter dissension and discord among us. We will add no more,
tand subscribe ourselves,
Most respectfully yours, &c., &c., &c., ‘

AUSTIN E. QUINNEY,

Sachem.
SAMUEL MILLER,
Z. T. PETERS,

S8TOCKBRIDGE DIFFICULTIES. . f?
: his . 24

. JONAS p4 THOMPSON, i
mark. i

JOHN W, QUINNEY, ¥

JOHN P. QUINNEY,

Councillors,

-~

To the Hon. WM. Menjy,

e A SR TS e A
T

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, at Waslzington, D. C. %
Srocksniver, W. T., July 7, 1847, i
D It .5
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¥ lfe

Sve-Inp1Ax AcEency, o
Green Bay, July 19, 1847. .
Most ExceLLent Sik: The enclosed document was received b RS
mail since my report in the matier concerning the Stockbrid ei o
was forwarded. It may not, probably, be of much conscquencegat
least so far as the Stockbridges are concerned; but, as it is sent to
me with that view, I have respectfully to rcqucst,thaf. it be laid '

Thoma§ S. Branch, and Elisha Konkapot, and Doctor Big Deer
were of enrolled emigrants, znd not voters of the Stockbridge tribe,
having sold out by the treaty of 1839; that John Killsnake was a
British Indian, and not of the Stockbridge tribe; and that Adam
King wasan ()n:zida Indian, and, therefore, not a Stockbridge voter.
We also certify that we were present at the election superin- S
tended by John 8. Horner, register, and that we believe all the pro- i
ceedings were conducted at that.election fairly and honestly, and -f
that we believe all chari,;es of bribery and corruption on the pa’rt of
John 8. Horner were fa se, and not of the sliﬁﬂest foundation.

before the Hon. the Commissione ) i i e
. sstoner of Indian Affair i UEiE
other papers submitted. ( flairs, with the EJ é
tam; most excellent sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, )
ALBERT G. ELLIS, kE
. U. 8. Indian Sub- Ao e =
His Excellency 1exry Dobcr, wb-sAgent. “?‘}‘;
Superintendent Indian Affairs, Madison, a ;’;:;g il
E BT S8
;,5
) ‘I- {;i A
Carvumer County, g
Wisconsin Territory. : i‘ Y
- We, the undersigned, white citizens of saj SR
v nders s ¢ citizens of said county, do hereby © ‘-
certify that Samuel Stephens, whose vote was rcjccted),in the elec)-, ( 3
tion of commissioners under the act of 1843, for the partition of the Wt
lands, was not a Stockbridge Indian, and that Zeba J. Peters, 5 ??
Ll . ‘{
X

=

k]
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R g

i s Ryl

T o St

; JESSE MILLS, S
JACOBD C. HORN, N
) ‘Il)?t}I{QI;EDEAN’ O
L H. WH Y. Capl L
STOOKBR]DGE, W. T., July 10, 1847, ITNEY AN 1
ik
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21 Do do ....| Pennsylva.. |5 | 8,500 0001¢rerenens] 425000 iiunnn. do Philadelphia do do. k.
! Do do ....] U.S.Toan, 6| 5,636 71............l 333 40.......... ; rerveneenl  do Washington, do do. R
i 1842, 82,056 71 4,158 40 —_—1 35,632 64 D.C. . o i
i Incompetent Chickasaws | Tndiatia v.vuf5 | vvevvnnsn] , 2,000 0001.... ... 100 00, cereceens|  2,000000  do i New York., do Treaty of May, 334, .
-2 Chickasaw orphons,....| Arkansas...i5 | = 6,000 00/ 300 00 ..oviens 6,000 00} .ecvrrsarons do do do do. ik
Tyl Do veseso) Pennsylva.. 15 1 ® 1,450 00..),.......... 72 50l ccvunnne 1,238 28] einennnnns do Philadelphia do do. N
it Do viveeel U. 8. loan, 6 433 68¢uivinninnns 26 02 ...l imiBike 50301 .......00.s do Washington. do do. < 4
gg 1842, 77883 68—l 1398 52| e 1""""7,769 26 v
% i g
o SHAWACES. 1 evvevverars] Maryland..'6 | 29,341 500, oouiuvon]| 1,760 490 .coyennn i 3,912 40)...5..0....]| Quarterly..}' Baltimoro .. do Treaty of Aug., 1831. il
4; 3 Do veeviiiinnnnnn Kcntuc\)...’) 1:00000/ 'booo....'......g "’980 00l............] Semi-annly | New York.. ! do ) do. : ‘(
311 Do civerveianeen ] ULS, loan, 6] L4 104 08]...ovnunss 2,032 031, 00vunennnns do Washington. do do. o
ith . 1842, 1" "32,076 21}———| 1,914 57 —— e’ 36,924 43 i
g ’ Senecas Teaeeseasnereend Kentucky o5 oeieeann, 5,000 00 }./. 250 0G sesiatenns 4,900 00 do Mew York.. ﬂo Treaty 0"dFeb., 1931, -
=13y Senecas and Shawnees..; Do ...i5 5,000 00[.......... 300 00f..ccasosne 5,850 00]..000evnnene do do do o.
¥ Do do ....| Missouri...18} 7,000 00]..,.........] 385 00).......... 7,121 87........... do do 0 do. b
z‘ i b by — 13,000 00 685 00 3,001 87 : <
M . . . N
e Kansas schools.svvnaan. \lNoun...'ﬁ}’ A eerranene 18,000 00)sverennsses do do do Treaty of June, 1825, LA
3 Do .| Pennsylva.. {5 ! ¢ vaees 1,730 00}, ..0vvvenens do Phil'adelphia do do. {H
! ; Do U. s. lom, i& i ceees 2,721 QUiveeneiiinas do Was hington. do do. ;".% '§
A 1843. ' S
¥ Do vevernnnns U.S lozm, ‘61 4,441 ps\.,....._... 266 671vurnveenes 5,026 30]...0cvvrnnes do do ds do. ,!i;r\'
I’ ' i 27,144 66— 1,491 61 27,483 b7 . 3
ik Menomories .......2...] Kentacky... 5 | 77,000 00}./......... . X do New York.. do "Trasty of Sopt., 1336, i
A Do .uveevennns| Pennsylva.. 13| 121000 00lyZ. o0 000! . X do Phila delphia do do. NARIY
¢ Do veeeeeverss] U.B.Toan, 16| 26,114 88)uiveesnen.. revsas ) vvenrene do Wash ington. do do. M
Y . 2 V118,114 88)—mrme—] 6,016 89 ~ 115,299 48] N : o
; 6 oA
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G
5[] 2 | [ |
~ R-5
o s 54 ot 8% LEg
Names of the tribes for ég g et . -S_g Ny '§
whose acconnt stoc oy © sa e & g e§%
is held in trost. o 4 :Q'_ g T £S5 e . %o:_é
858 c g 275 38¢€ t"ﬁu
%38 |Z fs € 28 | ded
z K- < < <
Chippewas & Ottowas..| Kentucky..{5 | §17,000 00/, ci.......] $3,850 00 ...uuees
Pho Qo .| Michigan .16 3,000 0l7: 1111 180 00101
Do do .. Pcnns{lvn.. b 16,20000‘,,......... 810 00, .000nees
Do do .. U.SS. oan, {3 5,387 87, teuennnnn 269 39, .venennns
1843. .
Do do ..| U.8.loan, 6] 16,588 971,¢........ e LI | R,
. 1842, $118,176 84 $6,104 73
Creok orphans .........| Alabama ..[3 | 82,000 00lv./........} 4,100 00\, ...cvcuue
DA | Missourd ... 64| 231000 il oals10 00,
Do sheseenns Peansylva.. {6 | 16,000 00 . 800 00, .cvuuenan
Do U.8$é oan, 5 | 13,700 00 . 685 001, .......0d
1843.
Do wesseesssl UL 8. loan, '6 23,513 40}, ....c0nnns 1,410 80, .0uivuen.
1842. 163,213 40 —' 8,535 801
Chsctaws, under con- | Alsbame...[5 }... . 50000000,/ 25,000 00
vention with  the J
Chickesews. p
Delawares, (education). Ul.s:zéloan, (3 N 7,806 28}y.0000vsens 468 3
Osages, (education). ... ul.sié'loan, 5| 7,400 00)2..e..iiinlf 370 00 eunees
Do do ....]U.8.loan, [6| 21,670 sd:l... | 1,480 T,
1842. —f" 32830 56— 1,850 M
Choctaw orphame. . ..... U.félcnn, 6] 26,387 f4lu...ieiueel| 1,883 2.l
Do .eeen..|U.S.Toan, 5] 23,109 ¢8),...........| 1055 45, .00unen,
1843. -~ 43,496 53 —~——-! 2,733 64
Stockbridge & Munsecs . Uhgéloan, G loeeeirnanis 5,204 16 ,4{....... 3
1 . ;
Choctaws, (education) . Ulhas}m"’ 6] 60,893 62f5...00c0in] 3,653 GlLuuisatfof
Do . do .JU.S.loag, [5| 1,35 44f..0.00nnen, 1 2Wheenrnnn,
1843. 162,439 0 3,736 8
2,181,821 32]..........[114,118 34

Orvice INDIAN AFFAIRS,
September 30, 1847,
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Continued.
o . '-5;_- =3 T - -
ol | F |8 | B
2 8e R 3 .
2. g8 B2 By & Treaties, on reference
'g“f o 2 JE o:g g to which it may be
38 g &8 £g =B seen for what ob-
| 5% g,, ‘., I . o b_gé . ;eb:}s the ‘[nserest is
a 0 [~ Sha il tobe a 1ed.
ygs ST £ E ,5!:5‘9: P
M 5 © ) . 3 2 =
+ .
415,460 00 Semi.ann'ly.] New' York..| Treasury U. S.| Treaty of Mar., 1836
,000 do do . do do.
13,912 50 do Philadelphia do do.
5,426 46 do Washington do do.
18,183 30f..0iueieeins do do do do.
£115,982 26 )
82,000 00{.....00unnnn do New York.. do Treaty of June, 1832
28,487 48)....0.veenn do do do do.
13,840 00}............ do Philadelphia do do.
13,840 00} .......... do Washington do do.
26,656 04) .......... do do do do.
| 63,823 52
ceraa 500,000 CO do New Orleans d¢ Treaty of January 17,
1837’; ’
Ceeraaeees 9.144 27 do “bulgngton, do Treaty of 1835,
a1t do " do do Treaty of 1825.
21,656 76/ .0.cvinenns do do dn do.
35,133 80 '
30,451 70‘. Cirereenee. do do do Treaty of Sept., 1830,
23,312 16}...... do do do do.
———] 63,715 &6
Qeooeooe| 6,096 16 do do do Treaty of May, 1840,
236 13 . .0iihen-ns do do do Treaty of Sept., 1830,
F1,530 00 0usneeanes do do dJo do.
- 69,766 73
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86 CONDITION OF INDIANSH.

those provided to aid them, and the plan would readily be adopted
by them if sanctioned and proposed by the goverament.

The means which are now scattered, to but little use, would ren-
der all'recipients of its benefits and schools j agriculture, mechanics,
and general improvements would be encouraged amongst them.

They are greatly distressed from fear 'of their removal west, q,’
have but little courage to make improvements, or receive instryel
tion, while they are upon lands not their own, and with the pro¢
pect of removal continually before them. )

The bands residing at Grand Traverse, Schéboygan, and Litile
T'raverse, have purchased lands, and, witfl the aid of the mechan.
fes’and farmers, have erected substantial and comfortable dwellings,
improved their lands, and from their fields, hunting and fishing, pro-
ri(})e abundantly the necessities of life.

Those inhabiting the islands and north shore of the straits
of Mackinac and Lake Michigan, obtain their subsistence mostly
‘from hunting and fishing; and although a few uttend the Catholic
school, and are engaged in agriculture to a small extent, their con-
dition is not as comfortable as those residing at the points first men.
tioned. : .

- The Chippewas at Saginaw still continue to improve in agriculture

“and morals, and this is mainly attributable to their disnse of

whiskey. :

Although they are in detached seftlements, yet, having teamsard
farming implements at most of the points, the overseer of farming
ii enabled to do them much good, by his frequent visits among
them.

It is difficult for him to visit all of them without the use of a
boat, and the Indians have requested that one be furnished for the
purpose, and that it be considered as a part of the appropriation for
their agricultural purposes. It would, doubtless, be of great con-
venience and aid in the discharge of his duties.

" ~The teachers and missionaries are zealously engaged in leadin
them in the way of improvement, and are doing much to save thej
from the destructive influence of drink. '

‘The Pottowatomies of Huron continue to reside upon the land
purchased two years ago; have increased in numbers, and have
made some excellent improvements; have a school and preaching
among them. :

The Pottowatomies at Pokagon are under the care of the Catholic
missionary and teachers, and are generally sober and peaceful.  With
the exception of the prevalence of the small-pox during the last
winter among a few of the bands, they have generally enjoyed goo
ﬁg.allt{h, ‘more especially when they have refrained from intoxicating

rinks. :

For information in régard to-the condition of the Indians within
the Sault Ste. Marie sub‘agency, I respectfully refer you to the re-
port ~of James Ord, ¢sq., herewith, and those of the missionary
teachera dnd others, v/hése:dutics have been discharged among them.

The several bands of this sub-agency would ‘be more happy an
vrosperous if located upon the south shore: of Lake Superiory where

YFiportance since my last repart.
“have incorrorated a company for the construction of a canal, the
h
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they would be more secluded from the whites, and where the
teachers and mechanics could better aid them in the work of
fmprovement.

K large amount of work has been performed at the smith’s shops
+during the past year, and the farmers have generally succeeded in
raising good crops. The schools are well atlended as usual, and

behe results in each department as satisfactory as may be expected

“dnder the present system and scattered state of .the Indians.

2 The subject of the debt fund held by the government, was again
brought to my notice bﬁ' the Ottowas and Chippewas in council, and
a request made that I'should present the subject to their great father
at Washington, and urge upon him the importance and justice -of
having such disposition ma(re of the matter as would relieve them
from embarrassment, and secure to them their lands and improve-
ments for their permanent homes.

They urge, and with %ood reason, that, so long as this fund is
unapp ied, the traders will continue to make credits, and induce the
Indians to trade, in the hope that ultimately it will be adjusted
from this source; and soon” the whole will he absorbed, leaving
r‘m(_hing to purchase lands and make improvements as they now
desire.  *

The division of the annuity of 1836, and the proposition of semi-
annual payments, does not meet with favor among them. It is
attended with a loss of time and expense in attending payments, as
many have to make long and tedious journeys, and in the spring
time, after the season of sugar-making, they should be engaged in
preparing and planting their fields.

As a general thing, these Indians are as comfortable in the sprin
as any other season ; they have the avails-of their winter hunt an
sugar season to depend upon.

After the next spring payment, they desire that one only per
annum should be made. '

The matter of the reserve at Sault Ste. Marie is assuming more

The legislature of Michigan

route of which crosses the reserve; and I am informed the work
will be undertaken next season. Some settlement should be made
satisfactory to the Indians before any commencement of said work,

I have frequent application for aid in sending Indian boys abroad,
that they may receive advantages at academies and seminaries.
The establishment of the right kind of schools, where manual agri-
culture and mechanic instruction should accompany that in letters,
would afford them advantages of this kind at home.

The amount expended yearly is abundant for this purpose, but
it is so divided, owing to the scattered state of the Indians, that
its benefits are comparatively small. Several young men are now
abroad, supported by the cl?larity of societies and individuals, and
more are sceking opportunities for like advantages. Shall they be
denied when'the means are ample, if properly applied?

/

. m e, v e

i, S8
S

NSRS

e S

O

A

—— ¥ s g ® et

s s

ST ey

iz

N
Py A~ et




At the Ance Kewewena, they have raised abundant crops of pota-
toes: it is said they will have a large quantity for sale. kVith their
oxen, of which they have two yokes, they have done much towards
clearing spots of gardens. Their stock ef cows and hogs have

The school of the Rev. Frederick Baraga, at the Ance Kewe-
wenaq, is, I learn, constantly attended by about 60 scholars. No
report has been received fvom Mr. Baraga.

o
- ' 4
;L
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B
} 1 have the honor to transmit herewith the following reports: Some families of the Sault bund, and those of Drummond Island, 9 &
No. 1. James Ofd, esq., sub-agent, Sault Ste. Marie. went, the latter part of July, to 'tf\e Manitou line Island to receive 'k
. No. 2. P. Paul Lefevrc, bishop, report school and mission. the annual presents of the British government. I learn that all i
No. 8. Rev. Abel Bingham, school and mission, who were there from the Urifed States reccived presents, Those e
' "No. 4. Rev. W. H. Brockway, do do who went from this sub-dgency were induced to do so by the per- i
. No¥b. Rev. P. Dougherty, = do do ' suasion of the band resident on the Canada side of the Sault, B
No. 6. Rev. George N. Smith, do do R Although the sale of liquor has been carried on at the Sault to a iy
- No. 7. Rev. Leonard Slater, do do 4 Ereat exten:l, no instance of personal violence amongst the Indians R ﬁ;
g Seh - Tes -our obedient serv as occurred. ) T h
. . T am, with great respeet, your o vevg;,nA_eRI%I}t{'MoND, As long as the Indians live at or near the Sault, the efforts of the o {L
i - Acting -Superintendent Indian Affairs. missionaries, by temperance pledges, and other means to prevent R
Rl To Hon, Wu. MeoiLL, intoxication amongst them, will prove fruitless. . ) S %
: Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington City, D. C. The missionary schosls at the Sault have been conducted with e
S ' constant care and gttention on the part of the teachers. R §
i At the quarterly” examination of the scholars, under the super- s 3
w Y vision of the Rev. Abel Bingham, they gave proofs of application AN 1]
i , No. 2. and improvement. ) s
it ‘ S Ste. M M i At the examination of the scholars, under the supervision of the R
g’ ) AULT STE. MARIE, MICHIGAN, Rev. Wm. H. Brockway, the children answered with an eagerness g
' October 20, 1847. and readiness expressive of their desire to learn and of application L
' Siz: I have the honor to report that the condition of the Indians to their studies, E
1 of this sub-agency, during the year, has improved, especially of For the details in regard to this school, I have respectfully to re- e
; those on Lake Superior. : , fer to the reports of the Rev. A. Bingham, numbered 4, and of Rev. : é:
Wm. H. Brockway, numbered 6, enclosed hercwith, : " é;‘
El

increased considerably. These means of supply and comforts which
these Indians possess, and are seeking to augment, have been pro-
moted by the exertions of the missionaries and the government
pperatives who are with them, and who have been active in pre-
venting the intrbduction of whiskey at the Ance.

The Indians are lnudably exerting themselves to prevent its in-
troduction ; they have recently destroyed a keg of whiskey whichi*} §
lIl)ad b(:en brought amongst them by some Indians from Lake View & 3

eserts. 1t

The Rev. Mr. Peitzel’s school is well and regularly kept—in it
not less than 20 children are taught.

The reports of the carpenter and blacksmith, at the Ance Kewe-
wena, evince that their services have contributed much to the im-
provement and welfare of Indians at that place.

No detailed report has been reccived from the farmer. The fore-
going is respcctfull{ submitted. :

ery respectfully, your obedient servant, .
JAMES ORD.
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i , At the Sault they have alse an unusual supply of potatoes. Thé " Wax. A. Rickmonp, Esq., -
ant il fish taken at the falls, and at their other ﬁsﬂling places, enabled Acting Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Detroit, Michigan.
RHI them to support, during the summer, their- families, notwithstanding
AR TIEEEN the high prices of provisions. '

Sickness has been prevalent amongst them: the number of deaths,

however, has not exceeded that of last year. No. 3.

£€66S00dTA

They agpear anxious to put up houvses for themselves, and the
logs and barks for several have been got out; they have been, how-
ever, unable to get plank and nails to complete them.

The Sault band have sold not less than 400 barrels of fish ; last
spring they made about 8,000 pounds of maple sugar. The turnips,

%)

pumpkins, and corn, gathered this fall, have been as abundant as at
any previous season. ‘

heir hunts have not been very successful in consequence of the
decrease of game.

SvrerINTENDENCY INDIAN AFFAIRS For WisconsiN TERRITORY,
Madison, October, 21, 1847.

Sir: In accordance with the regulations of the Indian Depart-
ment, I submit iny annual report of the state and condition of the
Indians, accompanied’ with an estimate of the appropriations neces-
sary to enable the Department to comply with the stipulations of
existing treaties with the tribes at present residing in this supér-
Intendency. The annual reports of the sub-Indian agents for the

CIRES
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90 CONDITILN OY¥ INDIANS,
Green Bay and Lapointe sub-agencies are herewith enclosed, with
their accompanying documents. o
From the report of the sub-agent of. the Gireen Bay sub-agency,
it appears’that the Oneida Indians have become good farmers and
tillers of .the soil ; that the schools established for the tuition of
theif children are doing much good for theiradvancement and civil-
ization, and that these Indians have attached themselves to the dif-
ferent religious churches established in their country. The Stock-
bridge Indians are placed in a most unpleasant condition. The citi-
zen party adhere to the act of Congress of 1843;providing for them
the ¥ights of citizenship; the Indian party protest against the act
of 1843,'and adhere to that of 1846, repealing the former and re-
storing the tribe to its ancient privileges. It appears to me that
the proper policy of the government would e to purchase the
country remaining to the Indian paity, and removing them south of
the Missouri river or west of the Mississippi. A portion of the
Stockbridge péople living as citizens, and a part of them as savages,
will produce a most unpleasant stateof feeling, and the sooner they
are separated tho better for both parties. Tﬁe citizen party will

-be under the protection of our laws, while the Indian party will be

surrounded by the white settlements, and will he placed in a most
deplorable and hopeless condition.

The Menomonie Indians.

There have been no changes in the state and condition of this
tribe since my last annual report. From the report of the sub-
agent, it appears that there are two classes among this tribe; one
that follows the chase, (the greater proportion of the tribe,) and a
farming band that is increasing in numbers. In my former annual
reports, I have expressed my views fully as to the propriety of ex-
tinguishing the Indian title to the who?e of the Menomonie coun-

- try, and removing them south of the Missouri or west of the Mis-
Should the United States hold a treaty with thé:

sissippi river.
Menomonies for their country, and they should retain a part of the
country for a future home, they would probably in a few years be
surrounded by our advancing settlements, which would place them,
with their present love of ardent spirits, in & most degraded state,
and this remnaiit of a once powerful tribe of Indians would soon
lisappear. The humane policy of the government in removing the
Indians from the east of the Mississippi to the country assigned them
west of the Statesof Missouri and Arkansas, is surely the proper one.
It has been the wmeans of saving the lives of thousands, and has
placed them where they can become agriculturists and stock raisers,
and where they will be gradually withdrawn from the chase and
their wandering habits of life. )

Siiould the Menomonie Indians be unwilling to ‘remove south of
the Missouri river, a purchase of a country of sufficient extent could,
no doubt, be made from the Sioux Indians, bordering ‘on the Mis-
sissippi or Saint Peters’ civers. The utmost harmony and good

CONDITION OF INDIANS. "91

fe(:!lif\g has heretofore existed between the Sioux and Menomonie

Indians. B} o

" The difficulty in making a treaty with this tribe of Indians, I

have heretofore presented fully to your Department. The rorthern
ortion of the territory is settling rapidly in-the direction of the

.Fox river, and a part of the Menomonie country is much wanted -
‘now for settlement, particularly that portion of it between the

mouth of the Wolf river and thwortage of the Wisconsin and
Fox rivers, and bordering on the Wiscoasin river, in the \lirection
to the Plover portage.

. The Chippewa Indians. ¢

No material c#nge has taken place in the state and ‘condition of
this tribe since my %ast annual report. The late treaty held with
the Leach Lake band, for the extinguishment of the Indian title to
a large extent of the Chippewa country, if approved by the Presi-
dent and ratified by the Senate, will be productive of much good.
It will increasc the amount of the annuities paid the Chippewas—
upon which they place great reliance—and will place them more
under the control of the agents of the government, who have here-
tofore exercised but a Wmited influence over them.

From the reports’ of the sub-agent, it appears that the Chippe-
was are improved in their agricultural pursuits, and that their con-
dition is better than it was four years ago.

Could the whole of the Chippewas be removed west of the Mis-
sissippi, where fhey would be out of the reach of the advancing
settlements, it would be the means, to a certain extent, of placing
them out of the reach of whiskey sellers, who are more destructive
to the Chippewas than their enemies when in a state of war. The
Chippewa that killed the white man on the St. Croix was tried and
discharged by the court in St. Croix county. From the report of
the sub-agent, it appears that, in returning from the annuity pay-
ment, some of the Chippewas met with whiskey dealers, and, when
in a state of intoxication, commenced a fire on the whites, and
wounded several of them without killing any person.

The Chippewas appear to be on friendly terms with the Sioux
and other Indians. From the present state of our Indian relations
on the Upper Mississippi, the establishment of a military post is of
the first importance, to maintain peace between the several nations
of Indians, and to prevent the introduction of ardent spirits into
the Indian country.

My views on that subject have been fully submitted to your De-
partment n a communication I had the honor to make a short time
since. From the great emigration to the St. Croix and Chippewa
country, to which the Indian title has been extinguished, it would
seem that the attention of the government should be directed to
that interesting portion of our territory.

~ From the report of the sub-agent, it appears that the small-pox -

had made its appearance in one of the bands of the Upper Wiscon-
sin river last winter, but had not extended its ravages beyond that
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! ) ' in a boat overtook the Indians’of the Wisconsin river and Pelican o
. Tig band. It appears that a part of the Chippewas that attended the lake bands, who were on their way home from‘the payment, at the 4, =
% é,’; ]ate annuitz payment were vaccinated for the s]na"-pgx‘ 1 fu"y mOUtll of Bad l'.l\‘el', and sold tllc.m whiskey, Qﬂ the r'n.ornl’ng' of ? 'k'
W goncur with the sub-agent in recommending to your Department -the 5“‘:1”‘9 I';d“““sy "O‘l,yc‘ VCC?}:F'TIC‘IbffP"‘ th‘glr L“Sth'}'ght s de- . )
il the propriety of having the whole tribe vaccinated at the expense Dlen that 1 was a1l gonc, thoy attemptedl to seareh the boat. Oty 1t
: of the United States. , M A h : 1}
Hgs HENRY DODGE of {he Indians sprang on the boat and was immediately knocked cuk
3 ﬁ,‘ _ Superintendent of Indian J?[I‘af,rs. “into the river, by one of the whites, with a clubbed rific. The O
THREE Hon. "W, MEpILL whites shoved off their boats, and the Indians seized their guns and N3
; 7:’{’ Commissioner of Indian Affairs. fired after them. :The only seriousinjury inflicted was upon one man, i e 1
5 . ) who, it appears, was a passenger on board the boat; and received a S
13 — ball which lodged in his right arm, near the elbow; several others . .
R . . received a pigeon-shot or two in their bodies. " This is the first in- "~ | t&
SR No. 4. stance of an Indian raising his hand against a white man on Lake LR
e Superior, which jas ever come within my knowledge; but itis no ' I
i Larointe Sun-AGENcy, Scpl’mber 15, 1847. more thap I would exjpect under ‘thc circumstances. If men will "¢ -
41 Six: The annual payment of the Chippewas of the Mississippi pursue this traflic, they must lm;k for such results, and have no right ;%
J : o P to-complain or receive sympathy., 'I'he Chippewas as individuals 1
ar}d.bake Superior was concluded on 3d instant, to the entire satis- and 'xsln nation, are well d!spos)ml and \vill‘ lconlinuc to be so as 3
~'H;3: faction, so far* as I have learned, of all concern: . The Indians ¢ e Y e h ik
ST did not assemble in as'large numbers as usual, which is to be attri- long as the cupidity and heartlessness of the whiskey dealer ywill e
' buted to the fact that mu%h sickness has prevailed, and still re- permit. I feur that, in our accounts of outragesand crimne, we have bt
i \ : P ! ! done the Chippewas, if no other tribe, injustice in many cases; for il
¢ vails, throughout the nation. The. gencral reply of the Indians N X L o aivilis O I 3
8% when asked why more of their number had not come to payment I find on comparing them with almost any civilized community of 4
l! ' was, that they )]'md staid at home to take care of the sigll() The the same size, for four years, there will be found the smaller ag- [ §§
o ’{ discase which affects them at this fime is of a bilious character, and gregate (“’f ”lh."el 01" tl{)e part of ”."et s!;\s'age?;b a't"l c"’fr-" clrinacﬂof any ;*
N a{ , is not generally fatal. The small pox broke cut among the Indians ::\fa%l'::l\lvlfil: ::1(':1:1 fas been commited may be race: to the influence f;; I
LR £% 1 i v 3 . Gt A
g i of the %Vlscon'smwrncr band last winter, and great fears were en- More liquor has been sold at this place during the last payment & 2
i tertaine “t)hat it would from thence be communicated to the whole than in any former year; and such have become the facilities for its bR
: i - 1 R ‘ ) ) el > e ! N el &
gl tribe. About cighteen fatal cases occurred, but providentially its introduction, that the impossibility of preventing it entirely is re~ i ¥
gl ravages extended no further than the band in which it first made its * inty v i .
i i appearance. Mrs. E. F. Ely. one of the missi . ted duced to a certainty. We had a small detachment of soldiers here . &
itk o PP - ES. . Be ly, one ol the missionaries connected during the payment, but I find that they are but of little use, asfar b
v with the American board of commis:ioners for foreign missions at as the prevention of the sale or the introduction of liquor is con- ¢ if
- tg :2(']8 t]:)l:ce,r;;;xesrb\:\sil_vbemp‘!ot)rhe(l during ttl‘e ;}g}y’mlen;_, and \-ar:cn.ml- cerned, as the sight of a soldier is evidence of danger to a whiskey | %
Y | IRt ol reagon or _‘::tlc‘;:~:‘. aidots)‘;’ mcsen " 1e N |lans are, with pedlar, and he is of course on his guard. One resolute, authorized {i
‘!‘-’ Jq 0 B be vacein ) r ¢ sma’l pox, and very anxious man, having no other business to attend to, will do more to prevent -
T 4 to be vaccinated. 1 respectfully recommend that the Department it than a regiment of troops. The crew of cne of the vessels which it
i g will provide means to have the operation performed on every indi- ; & i : ided by i"
IRITE I lual A " R lay in our harbor during the payment, aided by a number of other I
ULy o widual of the tribe; which can be done within the year, on all who ersons, set at defiance our mi{iiary force, and refused te permit i
‘ h o1 :’;,lﬁllt ,:l;;selllé‘::(i g:.‘_a :;'irs)’ixrt:l-ﬁ:ln lexpense. The expense at farthest Eqr to be searched. The circumstances I had the Monor to report A
g h lati £ ';1 Chi y do mf'h ot] . . . in my vespects of the 24th ultimo; it will not therefote be necessary 4
E*z. cab]eef r:sa"”’"ez ;let“'l‘l’e:]‘”‘s, “nth other .tr:‘l)es ha]\'e(li).efﬁn ‘lm."' to revert to them here. The greater part of the liquor sold was w
L hich have gener "iNgy, cuning the year; the only difliculties in pint bottles, which were carried in the pockets of those who dis- 3
v nck.“a\]c ""“c“""l“ 5‘.‘“’9 becn between individuals. A white inan posed of them, and detection, to say the least, was difficult. We .}
\\lms ttled by an Indian of Saint Croix last winter; the circum- succeeded in destroying about ten barrels of whiskey, including {idk}
stances attending I had the honor to report at the time, @8 I was on barrels, kegs, demijohns and bottles. vORERE
t:‘e BP% seon afteé the occurrence. The Indian was delivered to I was informed some time since that the two Chippewas so long  *'* H|
::mm:)f (é:ittlltscor‘;ixmc?:ug{mx cmtmty.d He had !’t‘ts tlrlal :}f the Maﬁ confined as hostages at Fort Snelling, had been set at liberty; this i -
of self-defence sounty court, and was acquitted on the groun was an act of 'ustic}e. There appeared to be no dispositipn among i f}f
. ) . the chiefs of the Chippewas to do anything towards effecting the Jd bk
A difficulty occurred on Sunday, 5th instant, between several : PP y ~ g o
c . . - ) At/ ; v ¢ ' p out s G0
whites and Indians, which, as it will doubtless go forth to the world delivery of the real murderers, and no good could result from any e :
as an Indian outrage, it will be necessary to mention. Several men . : 7} -
1
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34 o longer confincment of those who had been delivered. . When at the best success for which we have any reason to hope, occupy the
W’* Fort Snelling last-winter, I had a conversation with the.command- patient labor of the Department for years, shall be crowded into
1 ing officer respecting the propriety of sending a military force to the short space of one. Much error is scattered respecting the

" Leach lake to démand the delivery of the murderers, or, in default
1" of their -delivery, to bring down the chiefs who had signed the

treaty of peace; but as one company of his command had left a short

time before, and the garrison was weak, he did not think it prudent.
v to send so small a force as he would be able to spare so far into the.
' Indian country. I think it was an oversight in the treaty between.
the two tribes to bring within its provisions bands so far distanty

who received no annuities,and were in a measure beyond the reach

of the agents of the government, When the late treaty, which I

am informed has been concluded with the ¢ Pillagers,” goes into

' effect, they will be more under control. The annuities of a tribe

% or band is the strongest hold which the governmegt has upon them.

¥y What effect the release of the hostages will have on the peaceful
3

character, condition, &c., of the Indians, by the remarks of those
who visit their country for the first time and obtain, at most, but a
glimpse of iheir state hid manner of life. As it strikes at first
view, favorable or unfavorable, such is the report. One writer will
‘describe an Indian tribe as possessing all that is noble and exalted,
~ while another will scarce a(Il)mit them on equality with the higher
‘order of brutes. This I wish, if possible, to avoid ; and when
speaking of improvement among the Chippawas, do not wish to
convey’ the idea that,as a general thing, there is any near appreach
to the white man’s life, or the white man’s ways, for such'a result
is yet far distant; but that a great improvement has occurred in all
their relations no one who has watched their progress for even the
fewbyears that it has been my duty so to do, can for one moment
doubt. . L
They plant to thrice the extent,dnd are yearly increasing the
amount; and men who, four years ago, woul(? have considereﬁ it a
lasting disgrace to perform any kind of agricultiiral labor, now lay-
hold man ull{ and consider it highly honorable. They are fast
abandoning the principal of a community of property, and éach
man begins to feel that his business is to provide for his own fami-
ly, and to make provision in time. They bave abandoned, to.a
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m relations of the tribes, remains to be shown. 1 apprehiend nothing
‘s f from it, further than private revenge b{ some of the relatives-of
NS the murdered man. No treaty can be madebetween these two tribes
which will prevent private murder and outrage; for, among the
Chippewas at least, these is no principal chief—no tribunal before:
whicE an offender can be brought to answer. Each band has its
own chief, whose name stands at its head on the pay-roll, and

through whom, as a general thing, communications are made to the
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- government and its agents; but any power or authority he may
posscss by right of place over any other Indian, is nominal.

While on this gubject I beg leave to suggest that the sending of

a small military force into the Indian country, on any occasion, is
productive of evil effects on the minds of the Indians—the authority
of the agent, unaided, is much better than a small force. The In-
diaps ;. quick observers; and, in the latter case, conclude at once
that co trcion of some kind is intended,. and the force should be
large enough to carry-out the intention to the full extent, and to
_avoid even the possibility of failure. '

considerable extent, the ceremonies-and practice of ‘their heathen
worship and heathen cteed ; and, although they may. ?rnct'ice"it,
acknowledge the truth and superiority of the white man’s religion,
many of them have adopted, in whole or in part, tHe dress of civil-
ized men, artd live, so far as their circumstances will admit, ih a
civilized manner. -

I enclose (numbered 4) reports from Rev. Sherman Hally re-
specting the condition of the schools under his charge, as superin-
tendent of missions for the American board of commissioners for
foreign missions. This board have had two ‘shools and employed

_three teachers during the year. From the teachers of the schools

A o
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‘The prospects of the Indians for the ensuing winter are as pro-
mising as on any former year. Advices from inland represent the
rice crop as plentiful, and, as many Indians remained at.home,
thefe wirl be no lack of assistance to collect it. The reports of
the farmers which I enclose, numbered 1, 2, and 3, give promise of ’
a sufficient supply of potatoes, &c., for the wants of the Indians
within their rcach. With the annuities and other assistance re-
ceived from government, and the lcast exertion on their own part,
there is nothing to prevent the Chippewas fyom living in (to them) a
comfortable manner. : :

In speaking of improvements among the Indian tribes, I have
perceived that writers are prone to- express themselves in such a
manner as to mislead the public 'and make it believe, on the one
hand, that the Indians are much farthur advanced in the social scale
than thay really are, oryon the other, that they are much lower than
a fair representation-of facts would place them; and moreover, the

o

at Fond du Lac and Sandy Lake, T have received no reports; from
my lmowledge of the Indians at the latter place, I should suppose
but little bad been effected. Mr. E. H. Day continued his school
at Fond du Lac up to June of *he present year, at which time he
left for the East, and has not yet returned. I presume the school
was discontinued on his departure. .

My opinion with regard to the application of the school fund re-
maips unaltered from fast year. I consider the plan, es proposed,
of a small manual labor boarding school as the only one calculated
to benefit the Indians, to the extent contemplated by the Depart-
ment. The success which has attended the schools at present in
operation has been produced by tnwearied cxertions against the
Apathy of parents, disinclimation and actual inability of the chil-
dren to attend during the greater part of the year. hen the treaty
of Fond du Lac (1847) goes into operation, there will be,.if T amy;
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> that of 1846, repea inE the former, and restoring the tribe to Ifs
Very respectfully, your ?')Ctlltnl servarjll(MES P. HAYS, ancient priveleges. These matters bad produced no'littleill-feeling
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il 4 it aufficiently large to sustain a boarding school such as contem- tract, and returns to this office, registers, monthly, of thé attend: DR
8 plated. " If it be necessary that the 9!“0“"-“1"0"5““" by the treaty auce of the scholars, from which the abstract is derived in the U
,H:@ j shduld be expended on the Mississippi, the amount under the treaty statement of the schools accompanying this report™ The Orcherd i
I of 1842 can be added to it, and the school ba established there. . party is deriving essentjal benefit from this school, as is instanced I
'%33 I also beg leave again to mention that the benefits received from in their genéral intelligence and advanceinent, . - ! 3
wag b the employment of & carpenter, do not amount to the-value of the The Oneidas are not disposed to sell nor remove; and of late TR
fis money expended. If the money, listead of being sent under th . Wone dre desirous of going to Missouri. iri
. }g,t head of carpenters, could be placen! in the hands of the agent tobe’ 8 . The Stockbridges remain much as heretofore. They are a civil- o
) expended in building houses, &c., it would be much better, as ong ¥ ﬁed.people—-s eaking; reading, and writing the Euglyish langdlge, L

Y *man-oz2n do but little towards erccting the. log-houses, such as a.. dressing in our costume, and living entirely from agriculture, }
LRt built. I presume this change could be effected by the consent of They are sober, industrious, moral, and generally intelligent. ny

! 'a‘ thé Department, at the request of the Indians. They are mainly indebted for their improved condition to the con- 3!
15¢ The circular requiring statistical information, &e.; was not re- joined efforts of the government with those of the American Board ¥
: } ‘ ceived by me till our census “roll for payment was almost com. of Foreign Missions, under the immediate superintendence of the f
e pléted; and I found. it impassible to detain the Indiens long enough Rev. Cufting Marsh, for many years their ablé, faithful missionary, R

e to perforin the duty at that time. T have, however, commenced it, "There has been an unfortunate struggle between parties in thig ' { -

—- B an’trl\()pe to be able to render the proper information by the time tribe, apparently about citizenship, but really for power and au- pf
. 3; ‘ stated, L - - thority between rival chiefs and head-men. One party adheres to v ;, 3
) !‘" Our annuity goods ot this year were all of a superior quality. the act of Congress of 1843, providing for their naturalization as CEy
. -?';’.i ) Some slight alterations will be necessary in the invoires for next citizens; the other protests against the act of 1843, and adkéres to o
i year, which I have noted in the list enclosed, (No. 5.) 5;.:
e

but for the last few months it has in a good degree, subsided, any
' - UsS. Sub-Jgent. the parties are comparatively quiet. ‘Their -schools are in a “pros-
To his Excellency Henry Donge,

| ,
i ;
i L . \ erous condition, and have an important influence in forming the .
.‘«L % . * Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Madison, W. T "'givil and moral c,lmracter of the tr?be. & .
g§ . The Brothertowns have laid aside entirely their character as an ‘ §
gt ——— . Indian tribe-—-having become citizens of the United States. The W
tjgi it only cognizance this agency has of them is a supervision of the T
i :,__‘i:! No. 5. expenditure of the fund for educational purposes. Their two LR
NI schoo!s are well organized, and eminently useful. i
g Green Bay Sus-Inoian Aerxey, The Menomonies.—But Iittle hange is to be noted in this tribe :f't‘
{ i} . : September 30, 1847. within the year. They consist §f two classes—the Aunting bands. ']!I
.-‘g'; i Mos3 Excentent Sin : Since my last annual report few changes 'q}_nd the farming band. " The former still comprises a large propor-, . gf.%m
HHEEEN have taken place in this sub-agency. ion of the whole tribe, thoth the latter is daily increasing in Y
i i . The One¢idas are quictly, steadily advancing in all the essentiils V‘mmbers. The _lqb‘e is gradually beC_omm sensible of the suggnor( )g £ ‘.
HRd of civilization, except with the first Christian party, for the want '}Is_lvam:n es of' civilization, and will, in a ew years, imitate the ex-:’ ;g%
I t N of an English school. They cultivate with good taste and great ample of their neighbors, the New York: Indians, and abandon the' i
:‘ =~{ f:ersuverance pretty cxtensive fanps, cleared up from very hea_vy chase. . . N . ' AR
1R timber lands; from which they derive ample means of support, in- A portion of the hunlmﬁ bands still hpger on th_e ceded lands T
P i dependent of the chase, which they huve in fact nearly abandoned. along the shores of Greep Bay and along its trllgutanes! on account AT
i SR They live in grod log and framed houses, well furnished, and have of the sturgeon fsheries, from which they derive their main sup- :

abundance of stock, cattle, horses, and farming itensils.

port. The head chief of one of those bands, With a few of his war.
The first Christian party have a neat, commcdjous church, opened

tivrs, lately paid a wisit of ceremony to the Oneidas, at ' Dack creek,
with a special view to sep for himself;  Aow Indiaiis could live on

AT
AR g -
e
s,

¢ Bul heir -missi which. they generally attend § 4
Y f;:rz(::&‘;’azegyg ttb‘:rPI?‘:;Z‘:l‘::i?EPi“?P’}}o 'y.g o v _f“rm:'.” The Oneida chiefs receivéd him courtgously;ﬁgve him_
. { + JFor the condition of the.snshool at this time, J regpectfully refer‘ lqd his wat_nora a aumptuo?s dlnner? and exhlbISed to him -tl}eir
ig £ to the report of the Rev. Mr. Davis, herewith submitted. farmd, houses, barn,. stock; utensils, &c., &¢. 'The Mehomoiie
SEUUE The school of the Orchard party, in charge of the Rev. Mr. La- -Ohief retited.evidently(fleased and’ favorably impressed with, the
SELULA hra - ist Epi church, is kept in the English iiproved conditiom and‘independént style of Nvin of his New
{ throp, of the Methodist Episcopal church P g p e yle, g ]

1 I. % ‘fi-;a lang‘u’age; the teacher, like others of ¢his sub-ageney, is under con- York brother# the Oneidas. otwithstanding many of the Menors-

ity - A ,

xppafdce
iglii\v{ 1 . N

e v oo S .



8€6650044Y

SR

POt

[

98 CONDITION OF 1NDIAKNE.

c i i de of life, and view
ies are opposed to any change in their mo ) I vi
?ll;:::zf fannf:mg with distrust, yet it is apparent that these prejudices
are fast giving way, and that numbers of them will very soon join
band. . .
ﬂl?l"{tr::::i-ca(ﬂe and farming utensils delivered to \hc.m anr;\:-
1y under treaty stipulations, are highly prized and cn;.;']crl_\, S(‘)’Uﬁ ;)
;tythe coming annuity payment, a quantity of sced wheat will b
ivered them by their own request. ) )
de'll“;l(:::?is a ver; serious drawback o]n the farnulmg nper:\tltm]l:tg,t
i i i cne their presen a-
-way-hi-keen, in the unsuitableness o ' |
:?«i{:' I\}va}‘llich i)s, alonyg the border of (]lnz;l !akcﬁlm\i, w (‘tt], b:t;}las)ll}:llj
. y ss tha -
i * 1 very unhealthy. o less
of runaing water, anc v Y.  less than £fty-four
'e ov ; t village within the past twelve mor
deaths have oecurred at tha k i FIve months.
7 of the government (and the wis
To further the humane policy o :  vishes
ir i issionary, Rev. F. J Bondurel,) for their a(
of their intelligent missionary, I Joiendurel,) for their ad.
nt in agriculture cdurntlon‘, and-Christianity, | {
'Z?,nze?:::ty wiﬁ’ the Memomonies fora cession ol;: ;hc tg}:c?‘c;llt)s:c
: thei y : reservati t off for their I
i their Jands; a suitable reservation se ‘ e
;:o;eszor agricultu,ml purposes, and provision made for the lsgp
3rt of the schools, for building them ;; lngl, an{l for f‘utryni)sf‘“t?)%
' ali { AN ori
‘ icultural implements, secd, cattle, &e. A maj rity )
zggc?}saf:::heady dcls’irous of such an arrangement, on which basis
ve no doubt a treaty could be made, -
! tiag:v‘:zothe satisfaction to rcportblhls y‘galr, tll:nt,t Slnbel'?r(il)."t?:lnt)}fz
] vo schools, bona fide, kept reguls )
last, there have heen two sc ) ey kept regularly in the
mgli uage, among the Menomonies a h : y-h
f;?nl“’;niagg \h%: Rev. l“.gJ. Bondurel(be(orfe men;:oned)l (ior 'l::g;‘{
- . . . . c‘
' r by Mrs. Rosaline Dousman for girls; an '
’:gga{{hfoz“}‘lggh\yy of the constancy am} selgdenmll 01{ tl]hos}\efss;(:)r‘:\iz’y
» i Sev en -
> in their. labors for these people. Several of the
hie youths 1 write easy lessons in English. 1 beg
i s can now read and write casy les: ‘ 8
?;:‘gzo)‘:;?e to give an extract Trom one of the Rev, Mr. Bondurel’s

" Yelters to me, dated 13th Scptember, instant, as follows, to wit:

o pr in their
€« pils of both schools have made mors progress in th
st\xtl;l;l;etl\}':i?)l} veally anticipated. Tt is lnghl'y] {-;I:anl‘:y“rl%ltlg :;.al:k
that our hopes have been fully realized, notwit :htdll’l ing o (hz
difficulties that have been thrown in our way. N a dewree cpll the
‘sgholars of the first and slecm}ultchss "l“'}“t(p\:;')litlsl ﬁf“ lclgeltf(‘:r(s)l c‘lass
that promises fauch for the future. ) l;e R o e frst s

and four of the sccond, read passably well. HE: :

ish singing i ‘ s—nothing could please the pupils so
lish singing into the schools—nothing P the pupils so

1 - T assure you, sir, they play their part pretty

??}C‘;}l?lﬁ)‘\({?anslare pleas)ed,’ above anything I could (‘Xpl]‘l‘:ﬁf, to'sc;;a
that their children read, write, and sing jus/ aswell_(sczll_ IC)I:&):)the
the Yankees do! It is not my province to trace out]m. n(sh[? 2 ce the
progress that the junior part of this mission has made 111! ¢ pChris-
virtue. But it may be charitably supposed by yourse {?‘:Sii. ris.
tain, tlitat the moral part, the main object ‘of our stud }Li, masn“
hnens neglected by me as pastor; and that the cause (; hum dm);;
in attens ing the sick and the dying, in rescumglmal;]),} 3yi‘1 pru ent
and timely use of medicine, from the grasp of death, has been p

ey %&k‘m o 1A R L
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claimed with joy and edification in every recess of the Indian set-
tlement.” . .

The zcal of the Rev. Mr. Bondurel in this enterprise is worthy
of all praise; but the same discouraging obstacle is complained of
by him, that hinders their agricultural advancement, to wit: the
nnsuitableness of their present location. Their settlement, besides
being as before semarked, extremely unhealth » is strung along the
borders of Luke Pah-way-hi-keen for eight mif;s. This form of the
scttlement renders it nearly impossible to get the small children
into schools in the winter scason, on account of the distance many
of them necessarily live from the school houses,

Mr. Bondurel,in concert with the chiefs of the farming band, has
selected u fine site for a settlement in an clevated district of health
land, with a good stream for mills passing through it, whither he ig
desirous of gathering the farming band of the Menomonies. But
to meet Ms views, as belore observed, a treaty should be had, and
a reservation located to them which would ¢nsure permanency to
the possession of their improvements. :

For a more particular view of the schools in this sub-agenc
among this, as well as the other tribes, I desire to refer to the
abstract herewith submitted, made out from the monthly reporty of
the sevecal teachers, and which I desire may be made a part of thia
reporl,  From this abstract it will be perceived that, for the past
year, there has been in this sub-agency 11 teachers employed in all,
end 244 scholars taught. The improvement in-the whole has beer
highly creditable to the teachers and the cfforts of the government.

The foregoing might properly close this report concerning the
Indians belonging to this sub-agency, In my last annual report- T
stated, that besides the Menomonies there were bands of other
tribes in the vicinity—Ottawas, Pottowatomies, Winnebagoes, §¢.
Within the last few days complaints are made by the whites, settlers
bordering on the Fox river, in Winnebago and Marquette counties,
of serious depredations by the Indians, . Limmediately dirccted my
interpreter, Mr. Charles A. Grignon, to repair to the neighborhood
with a view at once to enjoin the Mecnomonies to observe goo«f
order,and to procure and furnish to the Department, without dela s
correct information as to the true nature of the _disturbance. I{e
has not yet returned. In the weantime, I Jearn, from sources I
think to be relied on, that the depreddtors are nong of them Meno-
monies. It appears that, in addition to the bands of the Pottowa-
tomies and Winnebagoes that have for many years ranged over the
country in question, there was, the spring and summer gnst; quite a
2rge hand of the Pottowatomies, that emigrated to the Missouri,
returned, and located themselves in the neighborhood of Green lake,
“on du Lac, and Fox river, both in .he Indian country and on the
ceded lands, 1 judge this to be true, and that they are the depre-
dators complained of by the whites of that neighborhood, from the
fact that the Menomonies have ‘complained of these new Intruders

23 causing them great trouble, by destroying their fieldsof corn and
generally plundering them of their effects, . :
The return of Mr. Grignon will put me in posgeszion of the facts
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of this affair, and I will lose no time in communicating them to

your Excellency: i N vedient 1
st excellent sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
fam, tmos PV TOPYLBERT G. BLLIS,
U. 8. Sub-Indian Agent.

To the Kxcellency, Hexry Doper, )
Supu'!%w’lendcnt Indiap Affoirs, Madison.

No. 6.

St. Louls BUPERINTENDENCY,
"~
Fort Leavenworth Agency, October 29, 1317.

Sia: In making my ann'ual report, I take pleasure in inflt))ruil'ng

ou that the Indians in this part of the superlnlcnden(‘y———cm_ r]m.!ng
those on the Missouri and its tributaries—have ‘been healthy during
the present year, and are unusually so at this time. o

Where any atlention has been given fo agnmf.ll,ur‘ol: :\m-on\_,‘.on,e
tribes, labor-has been rewarded with abundance, \ulll he f:t.\ccp ion
of the Pawnees, whose country has suffered during the pas sulmmm.
from severe d-ought. Some of the tribes in lhls‘supcrl.n('onl 'enc,?
are becoming good farmers, especially in the PFort Leavenworth

agfnlg;‘“ from the ‘Lurkey river sub‘ggcnt,_Gcn.eml Fletcher, Hm.t
a considerable of a ricultural cmulat‘lon exists in that S[lb'ﬂge_"}‘)-
The sub-agent, no doubt, has been highly instrumental in (‘.\.Cltl;;g
an interest among the Winnebagocs for agricultural pursuits, by
establishing an agricultural society, :mdt olfecr:x(:gt Pilif':]l"l:,]]l]:. Indiane
it i y power to r i ans
I regret that il is not in my | l“’ith Tt o tlein
i awards the whites, there is no doubt, ll}at with a fev
?;fcl':;)%isong:‘zhey are pcu‘ccab]’e and_fricmlly. The idea lh_ztt seen
to prevail vo a considerable extent in the States, that there is dange
.of - an outbreak oc general border war, has not, in my opinion, an
foundation “to sustain-it. I have visited this fall a number o
tribes, and have found them entertaining the most kindly feclings
towards tlie whites, and incrc.zascd confidence in the government.
This has been especially manifested by the Pottowatomies, one o[f
the most powerful of our Itmln‘m tribes in population, wealth, an
i i in the superintendency. )
mt;ﬂéga?lie{mrlies so gommo‘n amo)ng uncivilized Indians, I regre:
to inform you, have greatly increased during the present year, anc
especially in their fatal consequences to some of our border tribes.
W[':\r parties upon a large scale have been fitted out by the Slouxi
amounting in number in some instances, to seven or eight hund rc‘:(“
warriors. Within the last few months, they have made severa
attacks vpon tribes which the United States are using efforts to
civilize, killinf over one l.lum!ted and fifty, and have -th(r)entenﬁd u;
earry on a war of extermination against the Pawnees, Ottoesy and
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defenceless Qinahas,  In their late attack upon the Ottoes, and
hostile visit to the Pawnee and Omaha villages, they were in the
immediate vieinity of Bellevue, where a number of white families
reside.  From the increasing boldness, and desperate determination
of the Siouy, if' not speedily checked, T consider the population of
vestern Missouri and Iowa as by no means safe from their attacks;
+nd as the Potiowatomies no longer oppose a barrier to their in-
cursions on the northwest, it would be diflicult to conceive the
dreadful consequences that might follow a descent of these desper-
ate savages upon the western portions of these two States. From
the best information I can obtain, it appears that the greater part
of the Sioux engaged in these war parties, are fromn the St, Pcter’s
bands. Whileat the Council Bluffs a few days ago, I wasinformed
that they were about siarting a large war party against the Paw-
nees. I requested the volunteer companies then on the point of
marching up the Missouri country, if they came across them, to de-
mand a nunber of their principal men to be held ashostages for the
tuture good conduct of their nation.

A1l the tribes that make periodical hunts upon the prairies, are
in the habit of sending out war parties, but with the exception of
the Sioux, these are generally small.

Your instructions to withhold the Iowa annuity until they
should make reparation for their wanton attack upon an Omaha
lodge last winter, were carried into effect, and resulted in an am-
icable arrangement.  ‘The principal chief, and others of the Iowas,
direetly your instructions were made known to them, hastened to
the Council Blulfs agency, met the Omahas in. council, made peace
and other arrangements for reparation to the entire satisfaction of
the Qmahas. It is believed that this prompt measure will have a
favorable effect in future, not only upon the ITowas, but upon the
other tribes that were present at the council.

It is difficult for persons at a distance to conceive all the bad
effects produced by these incessant iars among the Indians, but
especially upon those that the government and missionary soocieties
are trying to civilize. The frontier tribes ex%)osed to these attacks
are compelled, for, ‘)rolection, to live in villages, which is very
prejudicial to agricultural pursuits, so necessary in the promotion
of their civilization; and when they go on the buffalo hunt they
are compelled, for safety, to takealong the entire tribe. In conge-
guence of the continual aggressions of the Sioux, missionaries, after
several years of effort among the Pawnees, and after having gained
their confidence in a very favorable degree, have been compelled,
with great reluctance, to abandon them for the present,

From the impracticability of keeping hands at the Pawnee vil-
lage, (the Sioux having visited it twice this year—on one occasion
kis’ling 23 Pawnees,) [ have thought it advisable, for the present,
to suspend all operations by the farmers, and have accordingly dis-
charged all the persons employed on the farms; the Sioux in their
last visit having destroyed the implements—in fact, everything
about the village that could be readily destroyed. , .

Takinginto view the great benefits that would result to humanity,
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and the advancement of clvilization, by puting a step to Indian
wars, I wouil again recommend what seems to my mind the only
feasible mode, that is to say,a general council on the plains in the
buffalo cmmtr{, in the month of May or June, of ar wmany Indian
tribes as could be induced to assemble, for the purpose of forming
treaties of peace and friendzhip; the United States to be a party,
for the purpose of enforcing the observance of such treaties and of
punishing Jelinqucncios. The Oregon battalion could be present,
without much inconvenience, as its presence would give importance
to the negotiations and overawe the turbulent. Negotialions thus
entered into, I am inclined to think, would be observed in good
faith, which wounld be of inealculahle advantage to the Indians
Before they can be civilized they must be taught to believe that ii
is wore honorable to become tilfcrs of the soil, and to provide for
their families, than to destroy each other for some trifling or ima-
ginary wrong; it would also give additional security to our whit>
people in crossing the plains, as it is the war parfies that generally
do all the mischief. :

“The Pawnces, from tiie frequent robberies they have committed
on the whites, have become exceedingly obnoxious; the?’ greatly
annoyed the government trains bound to Santa F¢ last fall.  From
the best information I can obtain, they have not done much mis-
chief this year. You are aware thai the mischief has been at-
tributed, and 1 think justly, to that portion of the band on the
south of the Platte river. It is notorious that those on the north
have been anxious that their friends on the south side should be
forced over to join.them, in order to check them in their depreda-
tions'and increase their means of protection against their enemies,
the'Sioux. I have recommended that the village on the south, side
shouyld be destroyed and its inhabitants driven over to their friends
on the north side, and that some of their principal men should be
]I:ep(g.jn confinement as hostages for the good conduct of their

dnds,

During my late stuy at the Council Bluffs agency, I was visited
by a’delegation of Pawnee chiefs, to learn from me the wishes of
the government-in their regard. They informed me that, when on
their' return from their hunt, they found that the Sioux, to the num-
ber-of some 600 or 700, had been to their village and destroyed
everything that could be destroyed; they, for the preservation of
thémselvesand families, had crossed to the south sideof the Platte,
where they now are, and wherc they are anxious to have their
farmers and missionaries; that they were desirous to listen to the
words of their great father; that they knew that even if the white
troops were sent to drive them from there, they would spare their
women and children; but that if they returne({to the north side,
without sufficient protection, the Sioux would kill men, women, and
shildren. The Pawnees have some excellent traits of character—
they-are sober, industrious, devoted to the whites who live among
them, and desirous to learn their habits.

Should they have protection from the Sioux, I would recom-
mend that their farming fund be, with their consent, applied to.the

W —————;
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manual labor system. I consider the plan of making corn for the
Indians worse than useless; not a single instance has come to my
knowledge where the government has undertaken to farm for In-
dians in which their supply of corn has not been diminished; the
Indians become indifferent when they have white men to work for
them, and the whites themselves are but too apt to acquire the in-
dolent habits of those around them—the result is that but little corn
is raised and little or no instruction imparted; all that is necessary
in farming for Indians, is to teach them to substitute the plough for
the hoe, and this they can learn by their communication with the
manual labor schools.

The many acts of violence that have been committed on the
plains by what are called the ¢ wild Indians,” call loudly for some
more cnergetic system than any yet put in practice in relation to
Indians. 'The application of our humane system to these people is
entirely insufficient to restrain them ; we -must deal with men as we
find them, not as wec would have them to be. Many acts of the
mosl flagrant character committed by the Sioux within the last
few years yet remain unpunished. The difficulty of obtaining
evidence, and other difficulties incident to roaming tribes, make
the trial-of ap Indian littl¢ better than a farce in their estimption,
and they often laugh at them. When acts of violence, murder,
robbery, &c., arc committed, the guilty should be demanded,
and if not surrendered, some of their principal men should be
seized and held as hostages until they are given up. There is
no difficulty in ascertaining the guilty among Indians, as those
acts that the whites would seek to conceal, the wild Indjins
boast of as great exploits. They should be ¢ried by a military
court when practicable in their own country,and their chiefs, when
seized as hostages, should be put to labor, and not returned to their
pedple loaded with presents. In fine, they must be made to feel
the power of the government. ' _—

The practice that still obtains of furnishing Indians with hgxg
as part of their annuity, and permitting their traders to sel]l them
such articles, should, in my opinion, be discontinued. - When'the
Pawnees received guns at their annuity payment, they traded them
to the Comanches; ond the Osages in the fall generally pro¢r're a
large number of guns for their winter hunt, which they exchange
in the summer with the Comanches and other southwestern tribes
for mules—thus suppl)’inﬁg these Indians with weaFons to be turneg
against ourselves. I would, therefore, recommend that an order be
issued interdicting traders from selling guns, powder, lead, or balls
of any description to the Indians, and that neither guns nor ammu-
nition be furnished by tlie government in the shape of annuities, as
for all the purposes of the buffalo hunt, the arrow is known to he
equilly, if not more, effective. )

During the last summer, I addressed circulars to the several
agents and sub-agents in this superintendency, in order to ascer-
tain the number of murders committed by the Indians uro_n each
other, the couse and the propriety of applying the crirainal laws

of the United States to the border tribes. I have receivid various
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kiR ! letters in reply, which are herewith enclosed, marked from lettes i watomies in their- new country, was received by me in July last, 3
4 "o A to G inclusive, to which I beg respectfully,to call your atten- i but as they had united as one nation, by their late treaty, T thought P
5 : ’ tion. The many Indian r_nurders that occur among the border : it injudicious to.nsk their concurrence until they could be met in a o
Gy tribes, and es&)eclal]{ among those who are remarkable for {empe- b anited council; it is expected that they will meet in a few days in L
fdrefi cafice, is truly deplorable. The mode of punishment, if punish- heir new country. Major Cummins has been instructed to visit T
SRS ment it may be called, is caiculated to increasc the murders to an .hem there, and to show them their boundary lines,"and knowing L
"%‘; §,‘ almost unlimited extent; the murderer may be killed by the next _that the Major possesses the full confidence of the nation, I have
: li 45& of kin to the deceased, and so on without limit. The government ! requested him to lay the proposition before them. ' ',
(b in many instances, and especially of property, acts as the guardian i<, Having taken an interest in the establishment of the school among ’
o of the fndians, and applie®the criminal laws of the United States : Llc Osages, I would remark that I understand from the gentleman P
hY to murders cormamitted by Indians in their own country upon [ who has charge of it, that it has opened under very flattering circum- S
o whites. ‘There can, thercfore, I should think, be no doubt asto the stances. LDarly next year, it is expected that the Methodist church o
' ! power of the government to make the law general in its applica- " will commence a manual 1abor school among the Kanzas Indians. s
tion, so as to hold the Indian amenable for the murder of one of . The Pottowalomies, although not compelled to emigrate under R ¢
his own nation equally as of a white person; humanity would their late treaty, until July, 1848, have commenced their cinigra- i
seem to indicate this policy. I am sure it would meet the appro- tion under the most satisfactory circumstances. 1 attended the '
spabiee bation of the Indians. Many of them are nware of the necessity of payment at the Council Bluffs sub-agency, and urged their imme- e
e law ; but they say they could not execute it if they had it, and, diate emigratioii; they entered into it with great spirit, and imme- Lok
shid i) therefore, wish the United States to make and exceute laws for diately after the payment started for their new homes, crossing the o
B b them. -The murder of a white man among the eivilized Indians is Missouri ri.er at different points, in large parties. The chief of the "
‘”,» : rarely ever heard cof, while the murder of their own people is of Miamiés, with a small portion of his band, also left the country
gt frequent occurrence. Why is it so? Becausé they would be pun- with the intention of hunting on their way. ‘T'hat portion on the
’?"‘éi i ' ished by the laws of the whites. The Indians are gencrally a L\w- Osage were to have left last week. I presume before this reaches
4 T abiding people; hold thém responsible for the murder of their own you, tlhie Pottowatomie cmigration will have been completed. They
il :; : eople, and it would become a rare occurrence. The prospect of a will, therefore, consider themselves entitled to the annnity, under
e ong confinement would, probably, be more effectual even than theft new treaty, one year after ecmigiation. .
A7 death. I cannot too strongly urge the subject upon your attention. The law of the last session of Congress, making it penal to in- P

Education .begins  to attract increased attention among the In-
dians. I have not had an opportunily of visiting many of the
schools this fall; the reports of the agents and teachers, however,
will give detailed information on the subject. While at the Bluffs,

troduce spirits into the Indian country, it is believed has already
had a beneficial effect.  Several prosecutions will be made at the
next court against both whites and Indians. The Indians who will
be prescntc&

6650044

are intelligent, and are otherwise most appropriate 5
i I visited the improvements being made b{ the Rev. Mr. McKinney, subjects for the application of penal law. A few such prosecutions %t
TR under the direction of the Presbyterian Board of Missions, It is wi't doubtless have'a very happy effect in deterring Indians from B
e inteiided for the education of the Ottoer and Omaha children, and ip  ducing ardent spirits into tinc Indian country. _ ! i
i 4f o will* be ready in a few weeks for thair reception. The Ottoes 5+ law of the last session of Congress declaring void all execu- i
e agreed in council to appropriate 'their annual school fund to the _Yory contracts of Indians, must be considered by all who have not A
2 education of their children in this school. Ladies in New York, -heen, or are not expeciing to be benefitted by such contracts, to be Gl
e connected with this society, have made a very liberal provision for wise and salutary., Had its existence been coeval with-our Indian a
1

the education of both Ottoes and Orsaha children. Mr. McKinney
is a gentleman of energy, and experienced in the management of
Indian schools. ’

I visited’ a’ small school, taught by Miss Osgood, under the pat-
ronage of the Western Baptist Mission among the Weas; the chil-
dren are boarded in the schoo) and are progressing well.

During my late visit to the Miamies, they appropriated from their
annuity two thousand dollars per annum for education. Their school
will be put in ogerat‘ion at the earliest practicable day, under the
charge of the Catholic church. From their success with i’ottowatof
mies, on Sugar creek, it is expected they will succeed in checking
the vices of this small remnant of a once interesting people. .
. Your Ifbéral proposition for establishing schools among the Potto-

relations, there is no doubt, in my mind, that the government would
have been saved much trouble, and the Indians protected from in-~
calculable frauds. Those who have any acquaintance with Indian
transactions know with what facility bonds can be obtained from
them, especially by those who have an influence over thém,such as
is usually possessed by their popular traders.

At the late Pottowatomie treaty (at both the Council Bluffs and
Osage river sub-agencies) the Indians gave their notes to the traders
for more than ninety thousand dollars; and, as I understand, these
notes were given upon no other evidence than the simple statement
of a clerk that the Indians owed so many thousand dollars. This
case, I presume, is not an exception to the usual mode of obtaining
Indian bonds or national notes; and I am free to declare, from my
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observation, that they should only be considered as partial or pre-
sumptive evidence of debt. Your instructions requiring the annuity
to be paid to the heads of families,and individuals without families,
and that no debts should be paid by the Indians out of their undi-
vided annuity until the debts have been found to be just, after pre-
vious investigation, T have cause to believe is entirely aceeptable to
the Indians, where they have not been tampered with by interested
white men,

The only grounds of objection, it scems to me, that can exist on
the part of the claimants is delay; and this Is only partial, for as thé
Pottowatomics are by much the largest debtors, they have paid all
they intended to pay at their late payment out of the fund setapart
for debts, improvements, &c., and consequently cannot pay any
more until they reccive their annuity, under their new treaty, so that
the interval will give anple time for investigation. But were it
even otherwise, a partial delay should not weigh a feather in com-
parison with your desire to protect the interests of the Indinns; and
assuredly no fair and correct trader ought to desire, for a moment,
to shield his accounts from the strictest scrutiny.

I believe there are very few tribes in this superintendency who
are iow in the habit of making national debty. The Pottowatomies
certainly have not been; but as has been the custom heretofore at
treaties, they have been induced to close up the debts of all their
tribe who have 1ndividually proved delinquent, thus making the pro-
vident pay the debts of the improvident. S

The laws and instructions based thereon, requiring the annuitics
to be paid to heads of families, &c., cannot but prove beneficial in
its effects. Chicf payments are known to be highly prejudicial to
the interests of the mass of the tribe. The property of the tribe is
appropriated mainly to the benefit of the chiefs, and their imme-
diate personal friends, often the most corrupt and degraded of the
nation. The propricty of the measure is too palpable to require a
remark to support it.

The Indians have been informed, in accordance with your instrug-
tions, that hereafter their payients would be semi-annual instead of
annual. This arrangement will no doubt increase the value of the
annuity, as it will shorten their credits, and enable them to trade
more for cash. The spring, with the improvident Indian, is generally
the severest scason of the year; their annuity is expended, their
credit exhausted, and instead of devoting their time to planting,
&ec., they are compelled from necessity to devotea large portion of
it to the procuring immediate subsistence. )

T'he only objection' I heard made to the semi-annual payments,
and to heads of families, was among the Miamies. This I under-
stéod to be the objection of the Indiana traders, who had come on
this summer- to take off, as they did last spring, more than
two-thirds of their annuity. I learn that they were told tbat if they
veceived their semi-annual payments, that the government would
defraud them; but if they would refuse ta 1.ceive the half year
payment, that the government would change its policy and pay
them annually, and as heretoforc, When I arrived at their

e g - "
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village, I found that they had determined, in a counsel held with
their sub-agent, not to receive their semi-annual payment. I took
every opportunity of exposing the conduct of the Indiana traders
to the Indians, and of presenting the paternal intentions of the
government towards them. As soon as the sub-agent arrived, we
opencd a roll, and invited all who wanted money to come forward
agd give in their familics ; about one-third of the nation, at first,

me forward ; the roll was then completed from the rafion roll.

J'soon as the dollars began to cireulate, the entire .nation mani-
fested a disposition to participate in the payment; all received
$60 50 for cach person, (semi-annual payment.) 1 am sure all were
delighted, with a few exceptions only, of those whose pecuniary
interest would have been advanced by a chicf payment, to the seri-
ous prejudice of their own people.  The Miami annuity gives there
ahout $120 cach, per annum.  With this large sum they have not
been able to obtain credit for the last eight months for more than
$15, notwithstanding it was their first year in the country and that
they needed more than ordinary supplies. This restriction of their
credit was in consequence of the uncertainty of tie payment of
their annuity.

Some additional legislation is required for the punishment of
persons who may be found endeavoring to defeat the policy of the
overnment in its intercourse with the Indians ; in the case of the
linmies it was palpable. (feorge Hunt, a half-breed Miami, one
of the party permitted to remain in Indiana, and formerly United

States interpreter, was present as the hired tool of a part of the In-
diana traders. Ile went so far as to threaten to kill the first Indian
that would receive his annuity., I do not mean to express any
opinion to the prejudice of the clatms of Indiana traders, but I do

rotest against the conduct of a portion of them in prejudicing them
in the first place against emigrating, and afterwards following them
to this country and endeavoring to defeat the policy of the govern-
faent. :

X would here remark, that the intercourse law gives anthority to
tnove from the Indian country persons who are obnoxiocus to the
Hws ; but such persons may return the next day, and the farce of
rémoval be thus continued, from day to day, without any means of
remedying it. I would respectfully suggest that some changes be
made, so as to give effect and permanence to the removal of im-
proper persons from the Indian country.

So fur as T am advised, the payments this fall have been made
with promptness and according to your instructions, except that to
the Sacs and Foxes, under the agency of Major Beach. [ have no
oificial information on the subject ; but, from rumor, the money has
been disposed of in violation of positive instructions. I presume,
kowever, that it will be made the subject of special investigation.

The Indian trade is probably the most fruitful source of difficulty
in all our Indian relations, and, I doubt not, has presented more oh-
stacles to the government, and to the philanthropists, who go among
them to civilize them, than any other cause. Too great a facility
has-been aflorded for the admission of immoral persons into the In-
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108 C(ONDITION OF INDIANS,

dian country as traders and engagees. It is found that many go
into the lmﬁan country t; avoid the restraints of civilized society,
and contribute, by their vicious habits, rather to degrade than to
civilize the Indians. No white man shovld be permitied to ¢o into
the Indian country whose moral character is not good.

The o:jections to the Indian trade, as at present conducted, are
easily seen, but T am at a loss o suggest any adequate remedyy
The Indians, in many instances, are made to pay enormmcusly  foy
their supplies, For instance, I was told by a trader that he sol lyp
the Pawnees last spring less than a pound and a half of powder (a
tin cup full and a half by measure) and a proportion of ball for 4
buffalo robe, and a three-point white blanket for two robes; and
the Pawnees’ robes are said to be the best.

The regulations require that the trader shounld keep up « pera-
nent estabiishment, yet this is merely nominal with those who pre-
tend to it ; they do but little business exeept about the time of
payment.  Semi annual payments, with a relaxation of the restric-
tion to keep up a permanent establishment, would enable the In-
dians to procure supplies on better terms, and to diffuse the trade
among a meritorious class of citizens that canuot atford the expense
of keeping up a permanent establishment,

‘I'he Mormons who have scttled on the south of the Missouri river,
and on lands c¢laimed by the Omahas and Ottoes, have informed me
that they would leave nextspring. 'They have made some improve-
ments in building, breaking up of lands, &c.  When they leave, I
fear that the above-named tribes may come to an open rupture in
relation to the ownership of the lan(fs and the improvements. Itis
important that the title should be settled ; if there is any evidence
in the possession of the Departinent, by which it can be adjusted,
it should be done without delay ; if not, it would be best to pur-
chase it by a joint sale to be made by the two tribes.

The large tracts of land held by many of the tribes in the count,y
west of the Missouri is calculated to retard their improvement. NA
people will improve fast in civilization who can, without hindrante,
change their location at will; to improve, it is necessary that men
should be brought into constant social intercourse. [ would respgedd
fully suggest that these fine rich lands must he subjected to the
plough sooner or later, and that the interest of the Indians would
require that they should be brought within more circumseribed lim-
its, and their title to lands, net neccessary for their usey be extin-
guished ; but,at the same time, I would repudiate any suggestion thai
would have a tendency to remove the:n from their present location.

The civilization of the Indians is no longer a mere speculative
idea. Remove from among them bad white men and their contam-
inating influence, and substitute an eflicient administyation among
them, aided by energetic missicnaries, with the manual school sys-
tem, and it will be found entirely practicable.

An opinion prevails that the "buffalo must soon disappear, asd
thereby cut ofl the support of the several tribes that are at present
subsisted by them. As they become scarce, hostile tribes will be
necessarily forced to pursue them into each other’s country, and

igas e T——————
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deadly wars may we expected to follow. Humanity would indicate
that the government should begin to look to the period, and provide
a country suitable for agriculture for tliese roaming tribes, who have
aot lands fit for farming, and to direct the attention of the tribesto
“the subject in time. :

I cannot close this report without calling your attention to the
séttlement of the Pottowatomie land reservation claims.  or this
arpose I would beg to refer you to my annual report of 1846 on
is subject.  Some of those who have sold and made deeds, com-

plain that the money agreed on has not heen paid. It should be
rnquirc«l into, and justice, if possible, be done to the reservees.

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient

servant,
THOS. H. HARVEY,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.

Hon. W. Mevive,

Commissioner Indian Office. '

SupPPLEMENTAL.

Orvrice SUPERINTENDENT INp1aN AFrarns,
St. Louis, November 19, 1847,

Stw: In my annual report, which I was late in preparing, and
which was done on the road during my late visit to the Indian
country, I omitted some subjects which I should have brought-to
our notice, and which I now beg leave to supply, although it may
e too late to accompany my report. .

Being aware that education forms an important feature in your
policy for the improvement of the Indians, and that the -missionary
teachers frequently complain of the difficulty they find in obtaining
and keeping the children at school, in consequence of their desire

. ud unrestraine’ and of the disposition of their parents

. “hew, it becomes necessary to adopt some plan for obvia-
tg ( fliculty, and thereby rendering the object sought after
more ..« anable.  With this view, it seemns to me that the improve-
ment contemplated would be facilitated, where there are boarding
schools established, by placing the orphan children under the care
and dircction of such schools.  This would secure them constant
scholars, whose improvement would be more rapid and thorough
thun those under the more immediate control of their parents, while
at the same time it would secure a better and more comfortable
rovision for the orphans themselves than they at present enjoy.

Yhen the tribe has an annuity, it is frequently a subject of con-
tention amony individuals @s to whom the orphan shal{ belong, not
so much for the protection of the arphan, as for the right to receive
his or her portion of the annuity.

In cases where the school fund is sufficient for the éducation of
all the children, the orphans’ annuity might be retained by the gov-
ernment, and paid over when they arrive at maturity, which would
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110 COMDITION OF INDIANS,

enable themn to commence life under advantageous circumstances;
otherwise, it shoull be used in defraying the expenses of their
education.

Since my return to St. Louis, I have heard from most of the agents,
and of their annuity payments,all of which have boen satisfactorily
made, except that to the Sacsand Foxes in the Sacs and Fox agency;
that payment was made, to my great astonishment, in direct vielg;
tion of positive instructions. On my return from {\’ashington wi
the funds on the st of September, I founud Major Beach at t
place waiting for those of his agency. He left his agency withn]
instructions or authority to do so; but it is proper to state that he
was written to in Iowa, (where he went on a visit to his family,)
and dirceted to come to St. Louis for his funds, by my direction,
before I left Washinglon, Hwd he remained at his agency, he
would have been some six or eight days later in reaching St. Louis.

It being my intention to superintend the Pottowatomie payment,
at the Council Blufls, with a view to hasten theiremigration, it be-
came necessary that the money should be paid to the agents early
in September in oxrder to enable me to do so.

To accommodate Mr. Beach, who was anxious to return to his
agency, I turned over to him thé annuity meney before the receipt
o% the instructions from Washington, which he was assured would
be received in a few days, I paid over, also, the annuities to Ma.
jors Cummins, Vaughan, and Hewitt, under similar circumstances,
and with positivedirections to all of them not te make payment
until they should reccive the instructions. All strictly observed
my directions except My. Beach,

In a paper appennded by Mr. Beach to one of his vonchers, he
says, “just before leaving St. Louis, with the annuity of 1817, the
Superintendent of Indian Affairs instructed me not to pay the Sacs
and Foxes until I should bear from him—this was September 24,
I reached my agency September the 10th; —— days elapsed and T
heard nothing from the superintendent. [ had a person waiting to
bring the mail from Westport, (our post office,) which came to ths
place on the 16th of September, as well us on the 11th and 13th

they all came at once. I had obtained the wmail of the 8th inr v

son, The mail of the 18th also came safely to me, On the

I received nothing from the superintendent. T felt under no obli-
gations to him to remain heve tadefinitely for the want of the pro-
per orders to pay,” &e. Under ordinary circuinstances I should
not have considered it important to have hurried the instructions,
it being too early for payment; biit intending to set out, as I before
remarked, for the IBluffs, I considered it important that it should'be
done before I left; the instructions to Major Beach were mailed at
this place on the §th of September, as yosu have been heretofore
advised. A gentlaman of this city started about the same time for
the Sac and %ox agency, for the purpose of receiving iaoney from
a trader. On arriving at Westport, he learnel that the instructions
had not yet heen reccived.  He determined to remain at Westport
until they should zriive—the mail for Westport lies over at Inde-
pendence (12 miles froe Westport) several days. This gentleman

[ P’ i . -
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being anxious to return to St. Louis, obtained sn order from the
postmaster at Weslport, on the postinaster at Independence, for the
Westport mail, and brought it up athis own expense. In this mail
was a packet for Major Beach which doubtless contained fhe in-
structions. He voluntecred to take the packet to the a ency, and
it was accordingly entrusted to him. On the road to lﬁc zvgz'noy
he met a pereon riding rapidly, who inquired of hie if he iad the,
pail for Maj. B., and, on beinganswered in theaflirmative presented
an order from Maj. B. for it, stating that the Indians were very im-
patient, and that it was important that the instructions should be
received as early us possible—that as he hada fresh horse he could
reach the agency in a shorter time than the other. The mail was
uccordingly given to him, but which Maj. Beach Siays never came
to hand. This was some days before the payment.
From the.fa-:ls and circumstances that have come to my knowl-
edge, there is no doubt on my mind that the instructions fell into
the hands of those who were interested in defeating the intentions
of the government, viz: to pay the moncy to heads of: families, and
to investigate the so'called national debls, before the Indians
would be permitted to pay them out of their undivided annuit
_ It is to me astonishing that Maj. Beach should complain of dye.la
in regard to the time of payment. Last year he had the fundsin his
hands more than six weeks before he made the payment, which did
not take {)lace until the 24th of October. I was present at the pay-
ent, and heard no complaint ubout delay. Tt is generally admit-
ted by all, even by traders themsclves, that late payments are best
for the Indians. When the weather is cold, they uy substantial
clothing for their families—when warm, it is otherwise. Major
Cummins, an agent of great experience and sagacity, took up his
funds about the same time, the G6th of September. He paid the
Kickapvos, Delawures, Shawnces, and other Indians, during the
l;:st weeks o? Octobcr_. About the 25th, many of ihe Sacs and
Foxes were in the vicinity of the agency, and few, if any, more
ithan three days’ travel from there.’ T am equally astonished that
any pretence should have been made that these Indians were suf-
lering for provisions, when the agent had, "in his control, ample
l{pcans under the fifth articic ‘of the treaty of 1812, applicable to
ke purchase of provisions, &ec. .

The Sacs and Foxes divide their annuity into equal portions be-
tween the two tribes.  If the money had "been divided per capita
they would have received hetween 332 and $35 cach. The Foxes.
however, received, as 1 am informed, but $3 each. Both tribes have
already made complaints of their destitute condition.

The excitement and threats of the Indiaus spoken of were, no
toubt, assumed for stage effect.  The character of the goveinment
and especially of the Indian service, requires that the ®hole matlcx"
should be subjected to the most searching scrutiny.

Major Sublette is instructed to inquire into the circumstances of -

the payment, and report the result to this oflice, but not having the
power to compel the attendance of witnesses, or to wake them au-
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swer, if not s inclined, his investigation must be necessarily de-

fecinbe(;,d : of troops, say a company, should always be in attend-
ance at ;Zaymcnls, not fo averawe the Tudians ;‘.i‘})r Iu\\:ll_l nlagie:t
what I have often =aid before, that there is no difficulty ;r} lf th%
business with them, but to keep the whites within the pale of th

law. . )
[ have the honor to be, sir, with great respect,

servent, THOS. H. HARVEY,
7 Superintendent Indian Affairs.

your obedient

Hon. W Meprer, o
Commissioner Indian Afarrs.

Forr Leavenworrn Acrxcy, October 2, 1847,

€r: a full and complete report of the aftairs of this :\_gt‘n.cyi,
should' have been made long since, but other important duties a:}u
a crippled thumb, have prevented me from making a report at the

proper time.

E l * * € ¥ £ & 1] £ x € .tu_
s 1 stober, [ compleied the last annuily pay-
TRy e 27th day of October, I comj AUl i ity
; ,‘1‘,‘3;‘ n:u?nlt1 ;hhad to make to the various tribes, within lhlls afgenq, ;gg
B i i ¢, that during my travels ol some
PR Y have the satisfaction to say, i jravels of some 25
b il ong the varioustribes, I did not seea drsunken Indian ; and,
syl s el o 5 ity ; t. 1 had not the least difficulty or
Hgselns at my annuity payment, ! _ f
g%& i an rllicuess:::‘;:m\zble. Th)c \l'arious tribes reccived their annuity thank-
Sy ’ '
Sty lfll':llv; the most of them, as they often do, requested me to give

ir to their great father. \While on the subject of the
ﬂ:ne":ue‘xnmt;lifsannui(ies,gl will rémark, that I cannot express ;n_wc}f
3 )'15 strong terms as I wish, in favor of the presert laws an 1eg§e
;gl{on; in regavd to the mode of making annuity pa)'mcm]s to i
India'né. They are so just alnd cqu:i‘?ble, th?trg «tl: ?hoet s;(t:‘cdinqol:v(‘avr?j
jecti an be made to them. ey secu j an e
:bilﬁfrtrgn:h(;lgustice and equity could require. “They will e}'egguab
ly sccure to the government a stronger mﬂue_nce over thg ‘:1 mnlst,
fzr they are not 3nsensible to justice and their co!nmlon nlg ts. t
will have a tendency to make them more cconomical, z}xln( p‘rcvsrrl1
them from making large national debts—so rumous'tlo t‘ e l‘(é; ml. ,
If I could. write, I could }mcnt;on many other evils that the la
lations will save them from. ) '
am}drlegt;x\e stribes within this ageacy are peaceable and' fner:‘(}l).
among themselves, and with all other tribes, and it is very gratify
* ing to me to be able to state, that during the last seventeen )e};“:,’
not a serious difficulty of any kind has taken place between the
and the whites.
The Kansas,

Shawnees, Delawares, Kickapoos, Stockbridge,

it SRR R e W L
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. more and more civilized, and better agriculturists every year. This
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Munsee and Christian Indians, are the tribes that are placed under
my carey all of whom, except the Kansas, are doing well, becoming

year they have raised an abundance of corn to do them—many of
them will have to spare; some have already sold considerable lots
of corn; many of them raise oats and some wheat, and all raise
végetables of various kinds—pumpkins, cabbages, potatoes, &e. &ec.

s hese tribes send many of their children to school. There are
two manual labor and one common school among the Shawnees, one
common school among the Delawares, and one among the Christian
Indians, and, until lately, one among the Stockbridges. At the
Methodist manual labor school among the Shawnees, this year
there are 125 scholars—78 males, and 47 females. Of this number,
the Delawares furnish 19 males and 19 females; the Shawnees fur-
nish 21 males and 9 females; the balance of the number is made up
from various other tribes. At this institution they are endeavoring
to give males and females at least 2 common English education.
The males are taught the various branches of agriculture, some of
them are placed under mechanics, to learn trades—such as wagon-
makers, blacksmiths,and shoemakers. The females are taught all the
duties of housewifery, cooking, spinning, weaving, knitting, &c.

The religious Society of Friends (orthodox) located among the
Shawnees, average about 50 scholars this year—-about 25 males
and 26 females. This institution is conducted very much on the
same plan of the one mentioned above, except that they have no
mechanics. Great care is taken in this school, and the one men-
tioned above, to engraft good morals, and improve the condition of
the Indian children, and the Indians generally.

The Baptists also’have a mission among the Shawnees, and gen-
erally keep up a small school. This year they had fifteen Shawnee
children at school.

The Baptist mission located among the Delawares has, this year,
about 23 scholars. I am, at this time, unable to state the particu-
lars of this school. '

The society of Moravians have a school among the Christian In-
dlans, the superintendent of which has not made a report to me
this year, and I have not had it in my power to visit the school.

This school has heretofore been doing well, and I have no doubt
has this year. :
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
RICHARD W. CUMMINS, Indian Agent.

Major Tuomas H. HarvEy,

Superintendent Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Missours.

No. 8.

AcExcy For Sacs Anp Foxks,
Osage River, September 1, 1847,
Sir: Within the past twelve months the Sacs and Foxes (for-
merly of the Mississippi) have become settled upon the tract of
8
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country assigned to them, under the treaty of 1842, for a |‘w:}1::};:r
nt home. Already several villages have sprung up, :_mt] thei
nemerousvﬁchlﬁ of corn give cevidence of a co‘nnpt-ndable industry.
gtlill their agricultural labors are confined wuhm.a ntnr‘{-ow r]anﬁi:,
both as regards the quantily of tillug‘c,.mnl the \if\l‘lcl:; 0' n]r)r\;(::lill(;l;L
Eventually, and that at «w peviod of lrune not (llslf‘\;l‘),o;::h ultur
! M H H H . . . )] s s
+ principal reliance for support, o yet,
must become their princiy ! Tareporty mlthough as yet,
i ‘naversi labor, combined with a natural preposses:
their own aversion to N ) i T
al erratic life the pursuit of which, un S5 .
f;“‘<tlldl|,m'.:?::lbc cml')“"ulnl]m(-n «-ll;ivl)y procured, renders the approluch~
e weocasity for 1 ‘ ) i S rent to themselves,
i ity for » change of hakit less apparen sely
pecessity for ¢ change of ! 587 ) clve
'lll"‘!ge; still dg\'o'c a great portion of their ]mnv to lnnihn%, (“‘(‘;\(e‘::
‘ ith very reess. In fae :
i o as met with very good suceess. act,
in the year past, has n Y e At o Aot
v vhich they returned in the carly pe gust,
buffaln hunt, from whic Ahe carly part of Augus
an any eve re effeeted by them.
‘e be move fortunate than any ever beft . 1 by .
e at a very short distance from their country,
affalo were found at a very s ¢ m their coy )
gylv“i\'ll);i‘ch they were enabled to pack hame a much larger supply
¢ [ . e n : -t
sually their horses can transport. TP
u“Xlt ‘:li;lrcl):ommcndatim\, a lit‘le over one hundred .uu’.x' o‘l prairie
i s fr : acres
roke meedy in fields from five to thirty™: res,
land was broken up and fenced, o o fBve fo thirty“acres,
i ast spring, and probably app ica I > :
B o o At oo red and fifty mwiore will be made in
ion of about one hundred and i Y. § e in
AN ! Itivati 1 Idition to that, I have had
xt year's cultivation.  In ac s ,
e ey ot h, in small patches, dotted a'on
y Poas > small patches, g
carly or quite as much, in ! n
AN X in the imber land, which has been under
I margins hesoft timber land, 1
the creck margins, in th 5. he soil is greatly infe-
i s W rising o good crop. 1e soil is g
e e e o 7 whi ¢ last occupied, and as the
i miry which they last occupied,
rior to that of the co TR O o
i - ‘ot learned to compensate for this disa
Insians have not yeot lean pensate for (| dantage
by an increased amount of labor, their harvest will not favorably
s P i at of previous years. '
LO}FQ})MC \g::)‘(t})‘l 'mmlliliot, or af least of such large ones as are
o th l s i ieve, looked upon by most of
i Sacs and Foxes, iy I believe, Too d uj ) St
B e Famiic i heir cffects npon the Indians, and unpreju-
hose familiar with their cffects uj ] _and
:\icod by any personal interest, as o real evil to the u'np'lu.xt. l[
am firmly convinced (hat it is so. If in the olden time it was only

in the love of money that every evil found its source, in our day,

and among these people with whom the lnlvc ol;' it 1550 hu(}:-‘"-,?f:t
it s v > he as freely as the dust from the m seasin,
it is cast from the hand as ] W Jeom e mowensin.
i is LI chich we may justly ascribe the ) :
Toncey itself is that to which we A y uscribe the |
l'::f a\n{ost all the difficulties thut oppose their advanceme nlf i'l'nd‘, :]1:
this day, when benevolence is scanning every corner of onr. .\‘I.l‘(r .
‘ H . - e -
search o’f objeets for its exercise, cause them fo \lm\\ \\ltlh lnl‘ll l“'(’iln
‘ \ Q ¢ v 3
v j g tempt, those plans and cfforts i
ce, and even to reject with contc ) i ; b
\c\gxic’h (their future welfare is so intimately blended. lll(‘f(:] .'\mtm’l0
ties are the chief attraction which draws }(hu \\"hnske)l'nu I;'L'l(."(t;v(;l)
i ven while a hope that the portion
the frontier. And ey en W ortion o
from the government will prove adcqu:_ne to sgppl) i:‘l‘sl):;‘lgﬁr,mtnt,
i ; i vhatever it may be, w 3

native energy of the Indian, w 1 vl i ant,
while listl{e;s)sness and indolence, with the whole llram. ()tf(ov;fi?'n

they engender, will maintain chilling influences, and poin

T
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a8 the only object where improvement rests, while all around him
i3 progressive,

The act of the last session of Congress, imposing additional pen-
alties, and increasing the means of conviction for the introduction
of spirituous liquors into the Indian country, will, no doubt, be
productive of much benefit, and tend, in a greag degree, to sup-
press the traflie, in so far as it may have been carried on upon ‘the
Indian side of the boundary; still] it is not to the Indian country
alone that this iniquity was confined, the greater portion of the in-
toxicating articles used by the Tndians being usually brou, ! amnong
them by individuals of their own numbery who go inty ihe Stata
and there purchase them; nor (o 1 suppose that the evil can be
checked until the sale of ardent spirits 1s entirely suppressed over
a distance of at Jeas fifty miles from the Indian line.

The Sacs and Foxes pertinaciously reject every overture for the
admission of schools or missionarics winong them.  During some
months past, I have had an application for the promotion of these
objeets pending before them. My opportunitics for ‘knowing the
prejudices and apprehensions concerning them, existing among the
fndians, suggested the necessity for much caution. The request
was at first submitted to only two of the prineipal chiefs, and would
not have been laid before fhe nation at large, could the assent of
the chiefs been obtained ; hot the fwo to whom 1 Lad at first ap-
plied, although they appeared to approve of my proposal, feared
to communicate theiv approval without consultation with their head
mens and when the subjeet was brenght before these in council
some slight hopes whicl 1 had cherished were at once dispcrseJ
by their unequivocal dissent. It should be borne in mind that this
application wus mevely Yor their permission that the requisite build-
ings for a missionary establishment should be erected, and that its
conductors should reside in their country, with the full udderstand.-
ing that none of their means should be asked for towards its Inain-
tenance.  So liberal an offer hay never before been made to them,
nor one caleulated in its own terms to show them that the actuating
principle grew from a higher motive than merely to obtain some of
theirmoney-—an argument which, I have reason to fear, has too often
been used to defent previons efforts in cases where they did not
bear within themselves evidenee of its falsity. I must own that I
was greatly disappointed, for [ had hoped and desired differently,
yet I trust not o as to be deterred fron a repetition. [ had sup-
posed that the opportunitics whichy since their removal o their
new home,y these Indians hadl acquired of observing among many
of their neighbor tiibes the benefits they had derived from civili.
zation, would have exerled salutary” influence in dissipating
many of their own groundless scruples; and no doubt these had
een in some degree effcetive; but, unfortunately, the vices of civil-
ization, which 100 often seem to find in Indian enlightenment a bet-
ter adaptation to their own progress than in the uncultjvated mind,
are many times too prominent to escape notice, even were there
not persons ever ready, by perverted appeals and unfair arguments,
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116 CONDITION OF INDIANS,

to render their unsightliness more apparent, and falsely exhibit
them as the necessary consequences »f improvement. .

At the present time, when our country is at war with a foreign
power, and many of the more distant Indian tribes are disposed to
embarrass its movements, and have committed aggressions upon its
citizens and property, it gives me more tl.mn ordlpary 'p!easurc to
say that T have cvery confidence in the friendly disposition of the
Sacs and Foxes; that they have been in no way accessary to any
of the recent outrages, or aware that they were in contemplation
by those who perpetrated them; and that no apprehensions need be
entertained of any departure from théir present pacific and orderl
deportment, so long as our government continues faithfully the ful-
filment of its recognised obligations towards them. They are also
generally at peace with their Indian neighbors. They are too re-
mote from the Sioux to be in danger of meeting with themn. Their
summer hunts carry them upon the ground traversed b): the Paw-
nees, and they expect (should they come in contact with them,)
and are prepared for,a fight; but thus far they have not wmet.

A special form being now prescribed in which many statistical
details will be embraced, setting forth the improvement and con-
dition of the Indians, to be collected at the annual payment of
annuities—subjects of that nature are now ‘passed over which
would otherwise have come \\'itllnin thc( ralnp;e of ﬂltl,S n;gpotrt. t

s ully, I have the bonor to be, your obedient servant,

Very rospectiully, JONN BEACH,

U. S. Indian Agent.

Major Tniomas H. Harvry,

JSuperinttmdent of Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Mo.

No. 9.

Upzrr Missourt Acexcy, Oclober 17, 1847.

Sir: In presenting my aunual report, T have but little to com
municate, and must necessarily be brief. L

The Indians are in good health, and doing unusually well—ticir
resources amounting to $300,000 for the last season, which may be
estimated as follows:

76,000 buffalo robes, at $3 per robe .vovvv vveve ien.. $225,000
Furs, peltries, &c.y &Crvrrvt viesrncirnistessinrneains 35,000
Miscel}}aneous trade soveiinniienir tire it ranas 40,000

The aggregate amount of which is, as above stated.. $300,000
and would be amply sufficient to supply all the wants of the In-
dians, but for the extravagant prices of goods, which are unreason-
ably high, wod should be curtailed. L o

There are two licensed trading companies in this district of
country that use a capital of $176,000; the larger portion of
which 1s idle capital. : ) L

The Indians have been greatly imposed on in their intercourse
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with the whites, in conducting the trade of the country. That sys-
tem of trade which is now, and has been for years, carried on’in
this country, should be speedil abolished ; and I need only add,
that the system is that of % haw cing and peddling” goods over the
country, using the various posts of trade as places only of deposite.

The interests of the Indians require a change in the manner of
conducting the trade of the country, which has been conducted for
years to the great prejudice of the Indians, and contrary to the pro-
visions of the intercourse law and the regulations of the Depart-
ment,

To more effgetually guard and protect the Indians from imposi-
tion and fraudyan the part of white men and fraders in the country,
I would suggest the fol;lowing rules; viz :

1st. Require the trader to have a license Jor each separate tra-
ding post—his license to name the place of trade and the Indians
with whom he intends trading ; and, at the time of making applica-
iion, to furnish, on oath, an invoice of merchandise for each post,
the amount thercof to be embodied in his licenses ; also, to give
bond, with sccurity, for each scparate post cf trade, and to be
hound in said bond, to furnish, on oath, at the expiration of his
license or termination of his bond, a balance sheet, showing the
amount of goods sold, the kind sold, the balance of stock on hand
at invoice prices, &c., by means of which the Department can deter-
mine whether the Indians have been fairly dealt with ; also the pro-
priety of a renewalof license j and in every instance to confine the
trade to the various places of trade as designated in the license,

2d. The tradess, upon application for a license, should furnish
a list, on oath, of the white men they wish to introduce into the In-
dian territory, with satisfactory evidence of their good character,
and that they were citizens of the United States—their names to be
embodied in the bond and license. And as they introduce them
into the country, I would hold them responsible for any fraud or
imposition they may practice on the Indians. .

3d. Require” them to furnish, on oath, a list of all persons now
in the country in their cmployment, with satisfactory evidence that
they are men of good character and citizens of the United States ;
and for all such as could not come up to the rule, I would require
the person or trader, who introduced them into the country, to turn
them out forthwith. .

For a non-compliance with the above, I would make it a good
Ia:nd sufficient cause for a revocation of license and a forfeiture of
ond. :

There are about five hundred white men in this district of coun-
try, the greater portion of whom are foreigners by birth, and many
who never were citizens of the United tates. The interests of the
Indians require the expulsion of many of these men, and speedy and
prompt action should be taken to turn them out of the country,

I have addressed letters to the various traders, calling their at-
tention to the intercourse law, and the regulations of the Depart-
ment for the government, of trade in the Indian country, requiring

Fiance with the same; and I have also informed them
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118 CONDITION OF INDIANS.

of the contemplated changes in the manner of conducting the trade
of the country. .

Of the Indians I have but little to say, as T am preparing. in de-
tail, a report of the statistics of the country, the manners, customs
habits, and character of the Indians in my district. '

The Indians have been extravagantly estimated by my predeces-
sorsin ofice—they having estimated the Sioux alone at fifty thousand
§01xls; aful Iamatalossto know from what source they derived their
information, as they could not have obtained it from the Indians them-
selves. There are nine tribes in the agency,and they may be esti-
mated as follows: .

The various bands of Sioux number 2,520 ladges, cont’g 19,660 souls.
¢ “«

The Arickarees « 20 ¢ “ 1,800

The Gros Ventres « 150 ¢ L 1,350 «
The Mandans L 40 ¢« “« ’360 “
The Poncas ¢ 200 ¢« “ 1,600 ¢
The Chayennes 6« 317« i 2,636 «
The Crows ¢ b30  « “ 5)300 ‘
The Blackfeet « 810 « l (3.)480 «
The Assineboines ¢ 980 « ¢ 6,860 ¢
The aggregate number of which is 45,946

Total number of lodges 5,687, which would be a fraction over
eight souls to the lodge. <

The Sioux, Chayenunes, Gros Ventres, Mandans, and Poncas are
excellent Indians, devotedly attached to the white man, and livein
peace and friendship with our government ; and they are entitled to
the special favor and good opinion of the Departinent for their
uniform ‘good conduct and pacific relations.

These people manifest a disposition 1o be instructed in the agri-
cultural and mechanic arts, although they have made but little jm-
provement as yet. They are highly susceptible, in my opinion, of
a speedy and rapid improvement in the arts and habits of social
life. They recrive no annuity, have no schools or missionaries
among them, ata great distance from the States, with a large num-
ber of rascally white men among them, and it is quite reasonable
that they should have made but ﬁllle improvement. These people
are um;osed to the introduction of ardent spiritsinto their country;
but, like almost all other Indians, will use it if you give it to them;
and when under its influence are a dangerous and troublesomcpco:
ple. When free fromalcoholic influence, there are no better people.

I cannot too strongly urge upon the Department the propriety of
doing something for these tribes ; their necessities, wants, &c., re-
quire it, and humanity and the principles of philanthropy and re-
ligion demand that something should be done to civilize and Chris-
tianize these unfortunate people. Now is the time for action with
them ; for in a few yeers the game, their only means of living, will
be extinguished, and they will then be poor indeed. While there
vet exists game in the country, they should be' 'given persenal se-
curity from domestic war and’ strife. Give them permanent loca-
tions and secure residences, with notions of property and of right

- -tOR Noom "
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and wrong, and Christianity and order will naturally spring up of
themselves. 1 would advise the Department to establish an institu-
tion of Jearning—-a manual fabor school—at some convenient point
on the Missouri river for the benefit of said tribes, the exclusive
management of which I would give to the Catholics; not that I am
a Catholic, but that T believe the Catholies are more successful in
Besides, they are a pious,
good people, who give high evidence that they feel a great interest
for the Indians ; and they generally possess, to a more eminent
degree, the confidence of the Indians than the Protestants; and Iam
for those who are capable of doing most good. An institution of
this kind would do much good towards settling and locating these
tribes; it would tend to bring together, in concert of action, and
unite in fecling, principle, and interest, six of the tribes of the
nine in the agencey, and would thus be the means of uniting in
interest twentv-seven thousand three hundred and six souls.

I induced a defegation from the vrincipal bands of the Sioux, to
visit the Gros Ventres, Mandans, and Arickarees. They were
kindly received, and had many preseats given them of robes, pipes,
tobacco, anid horses, after which they returned homné, having prom-
ised to return with their people,and talk over and settle their diffi-
cultics. They kept their promise, and returned in a short time with
3,000 of their people, hc]d a grand talk, smoked the pipe of peace
exchanged presents with mutual pledges of love, friendship, an
good faith, and it is devoutly to be hoped that these pledges may
never be broken,

The Arickarees are situated on the Missouri river, between the
Gros Ventres and Sioux, and are much better Indians than they
have character for being. They are inclined to treachery, are
thievish and great libertines, yet they are better Indians than the
Blackfeet and Assincboines, yet not so good as the Gros Ventres,
Poncas, and others above mentioned.

The Crows, Blackfeet, and Assineboines, have made no improve-
ment whatever, tenaciously adhering to all the ferocious customs
and miserable expedients of savage life. .

These Indians are cxcessively fond of ardent spirits, (with the
exception of the Crows, who have never been known to drink or
use strong liquors;) are also thievish, treacherous, and are only to
be kept under through fear; for they still continue to despise and
hate the white man, and every cffort made to gain their love and
friendship has been made in vain. ’

These people are susceptible of improvement by kind and concil-
iatory measures-——yovu must first gain their friendship before you can
do any good for them.

Th- Indians generally have been remarkably pacific in their
relations for some time; but God only krnows how long they will
remain so, as war seems to be the natural element of the untdught
Indian: d

I would suggest the propriety of a grand council of the various
tribes of the Missouri Indians. = Fifty thousand could be assembled
at short notice on the Vermillion, 1,000 miles above St. Louis, at
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120 CONDITION OF INDIANS,

very little expense to the government, if done in the sEring or
summer months, And I would suggest the propriety of the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, and the superintendent of Indian
affairs at St. Louis, as well as the agents and sub-agents of the
various tribes, being present. My opinion is, that much good could
and would-be eﬂ'ectc({ by a meeting of this sort; and unless some-
thing of this kind is done, I fear it will be a Jong time before our
government will succeed in putling an end to their domestic feuds
and wars.

The late law of Congress, to prevent the introduction of ardent
spirits into the Indian country, has had a very happy effect ; and
the Commissioner-of Indian Affairs is certainly entitled to great
praise for the vigorous cfforts he has made to arrest this great evil.
And should our government establish, as contemplated, a military
post at Fort Larramie, every avenue will be closed for its introduc-
tion into my district of cotllltr|1):. T am informed by the traders that
since they have ceascd to traffic in wrdent spirits, the resources of
the Indians have greatly increased, and their demand for the sub-
stantial articles of trade has augmented 200 per cent.; that the
Indians enjoy much better health, i;ook much better, and are a much
better people; and that you now rarely ever hear of a murder being
committed ; whereas, when whiskey was plenty in the country,
murder was a daily occurrence.

To more effectually guard against the introduction of, and traffic
in, ardent spirits in the Indian country, I would apply the common
law principle, which is laid down in }fmvkins’ Pleas of the Crown:
¢“If a man does an act, of which the probabie consequence may be,
and eventually is, death, su~h killing may be murder, thoiigh no
murder be primarily intended.  Such is the common law principle,
that if a man does an act, the reasonable probability of which is
death, he is guilty of murder, although he did not intend murder.”
Thus is it with a man who sells or furnishes the wild Indian with
intoxicating liquors—he is a murderer—for in this case, there is a
more than reasonable probability of death; there is a certainty of
death in some shape or other ; and such is the view taken of it by
the Divine law, which may be found in Exodus xxi. 29. In view
of these things, I would li{(c to see the law a little more rigid, and
changcd so as to hold the whiskey seller responsible tor all the
mischief done by the Indian while under its influaence. To illus-
trate : should an Indian when drunk commit a wanton, wilful, and
malicious murder, the man who furnished him with the means of
intoxication should be held responsible and tried asan accessary to.
the murder,and on conviction thereof, expiate his erime and offence
in the penitentiary or under the gallows.

Upon the subject of an agency house, I am of the opinion that
it would be impracticable to establish one at the present time; the
unsettled condition of the Indian does not require it to be done.
But the necessity of a place of head-quarters, for the safe-keepin%
of government papers and property, is apparent, On my arriva
in the country, I could not find a single paper of any description

whatever—nothing that would show there ever existed such an -
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office asan Indian agent’s, I have rented a comfortable office, and
have opened a set of books, &c., the rent of which I 1,hall"exfpect
the Departinent to pay, which can be done without an additional
appropriation or remittance, as the sum heretofore allowed for con-
tigencies will be sufficient for all useful purposes.

I have had great difficulty in procuring the services of a compe-
tent interpreter—one that could speak both the Indian and English
Janguages. There are meay who speak the French and Indian, I
eiuployed Henry Shattalion, a Frenchman, as interpreter from the
1st to the 30th of June, one month; and I have had the services of
Louison Freniar, a half-bred Sioux, for the quarter ending on the
30th September. I found Freniur a good man, as well as a good
interpreter; he is a native of the country, and a half-breed. This
man [ have appointed interpreter, and respectfully ask a confirma-
tion of his appointment. _ ’ L . )

There is no necessily, in my opinion, for a military post in this
country; the onc contemplated at Fort Larramie will be sufficiently
near for all useful purposes. o :

Owing to the great distance from my district of country to St.
Louis, or the scttlements, it will be impossible to be regular in my
communications to the Department, and absolutely impossible to
make my quarterly returns regularly. I must,therefore, ask the in-
dulgence of the Department, that T may be permitted to make my
returns annually instead of quarterly; and this can be a matter oi
but little importance, as the disbursements are almost nothing.

I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant,

G. C. MATLOCK,
Indian Agent.

Tuoyas H. Harvey, Esq., )

Superintendent Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Mo.

No, 93.

Bent’s IForp, ArRkansas Riven,
September 18, 1847,

Str: In compliance with the regulations and i_nslruclior}s of the
Indian Department, I have the honor of submitting the following
report:

I left St. Louis about the 20th of May, and procecded to Fort
Leavenworth, for the purpose of joining the first troops leaving
there for Santa Fe. On my arrival at Fort Leavenworth, I ascer-
tained that Licutenant Love (an excellent young officer of 1st dra-
goons) would start in a few days for Santa Fe, in command of an
escort of dragoons, furaished the paymaster in charge of the gov-
ernment funds. Licutenant Love invited me to join him, which
invitation I gladly accepted; und, having some further prepara-
tions to make, I repaired immediately to Westport for that pur-
pose. Having coon completed my arrangements, I set out from
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}Xf}ftgﬁl}l’,::ds{.‘;“:‘netd .t|]'|‘:cc:::inlg:1;‘ll.(},’“?';v :l:: ‘S":.'r::"”""c r&ad, on .lihc particularly from a party of horsemen.  Licutenant L?vc was by no : !{%
along happil\’r and w{th much ox )(-«‘ilio‘n‘ ":':i‘I Y .‘- MY ?lt «"‘i‘)' ed means satisfied with the isolated pozition of '."nydcn s train, hut, :
nee Fork, a {ril)lilar)' of ihe x\l::(l'lll;'!s' ri,vorl th‘:'(' ‘“'i““" ,“l- «}lW' it being late, he concluded to et 1t vemain jor the night, with a
from Fort Leavenwarth, JIere "\.‘;‘('H-‘mo o \\'ill: Lt 'Illll!l'rur ‘ mi L:S full (lCl(‘I;I!\lIHlll()ll to compel him to rmnp‘ly with his orders for the
ernment trains, loaded with cmnmiw'.u‘s"% s'llnrue fo “3- {‘.rh;‘-.gm- future. The opportunity was too '.".N’ml“” fer the Indians to let
gether with a fow traders, who “,“',",'tl_-“'.o'“i“ A “'“;' t‘?d‘“ a y @ to- it pass without muking an effort; if the Indians themselves had
tection. Phey had been detained at lhli\’ )hrf-) cov . 'll”;f' '<°' pro- have made the selection of the ground, they could not have chosen
count of high water. During their ll(‘t(‘l"tli()‘ll ."‘.d (lrl'o ‘l"‘)-‘- ‘l)"rﬂ(/' a more favorable position for the accomplishment of their plans.
our arsival ’llwv e n(t:u'k:tl by Tarue ho i r;f l“l"‘ ‘{"‘\I "(' ore The next morning, as soon as the cattle were turned out of the
tained 1o l:v T eent S nan shiul ‘l e hody ndians, bat sus- caral to graze, the Indians made o charge, and suceeeded in dri-
: s, except one man slightly wounded. On the oppo- ving them off. Licutenant Love (as was his usual practice every
51-'.(‘., o;. wcst‘sulc of the stream, were nlﬁf» epcamped a retuin {rain morning) was out at the time, on the nighest point, with his spy-
1 {;l(;":);,‘i::}:‘_i::’l(mt’:l‘“y’l) and :“:"'l"l l!'?r Fort ]“"“"'!'f"""}_l'- Alter glass, reconnoitring the country avound, before he permitted his
i suceessful attempt of the Indians on the cast side, they horses Lo be taken out to graze; he soon discovered the difliculty
Rk (!ash.cd ai""’“ﬁ the streamy and drove offy and killed nearly all the at Hayden’s camp, and immediately ordered his wen to saddle and
5 : cattie bt;, """g'l'!g to ”‘U""’““'" train, and left the party without the mount instantly; the order was soon obeyed, but just al that mo-
Bi :ncz‘::?l ?,.,dl.,‘,l,‘,,::flg,éll::;,,‘l\t"g[?':“q “"‘U':"“ Pherefove, by the imbecili- ment, and when Licutenant Love was about to Jead his men to the C e
=it T 3 o . . . .y . . N .
ot i “)',ith their nc(‘-c:;s‘:’lr)‘ accoulrvlltm!;;ltre}’\\':::Lflull‘;euin) m:mf i resoucy a large body ol Indians, not before discovered, made a "B+
B Josses sustained by the governme Sy ve added o tne are it demonstration near our camp, seemingly with the intention of at- )
i aincd by the government on that roaa, and from - like tacking us, which they would have certainly done, if Licutenant ’
- it ‘ f'auscf. | Ffou? t.hmr own account, they had more than suflicient Love had led of his whole command. This sudden and ynexpected Doy
';!f “',2280;:; ';:‘:tc j:d“:lr(:;l‘:i” ”‘“l" l‘"'””" ‘,l;c """'l"s“!"’.f0rm('||'b_y the | manwuyre of the Indians changed the intentions of Licutenant i
{m theolmli"ms when “'w'( m}’ OI‘ 0 '(‘l" }"'“ ]““’.‘ were in possesston of Love, any it was that only which caused the suceess of the Indians o f
ity our arrival at Pawree ;‘s _;\f""; to be too late. Fhe morning after that day; i Licutenant Love kad led ofl his commard in pursuit Cok
Tt to lc';r:l e awpec 2ok, ('Tl waters having subsiuded sufliciently of the Indians with the cattle, he certainly would have defeated .
e (resh S(:‘er‘\,”;f:::"?)&f“s_ ;",('r.’ “ Il.“”“ls ""“‘l" preparations for 2 them, and retaken the eattle. But his owr camp would have been S
gim to the commanders ((:;:(("l(:“;l‘ l(lrl'g\:i‘l ;w‘(".“f':lln- "IOW A dircctions in danger of being defeated, and robbed, and he very prudently L
i as would be ('Oll\'l;lli(‘ﬂt.(llll‘inlf ':,“(: rr(‘-::\f\ix.:;: ”"‘_"“"}"l.’ ""‘_ near him remained in it—at the same time, sending twenty-five men, ,u‘mler 4
R lezst until they passed thr I’rl ‘” rematiaer ol the Arp, or at the command of a sergeant, fo the assistance of Hayden, Those y
ik 2 These dirccti ¥ passed through the most dangerous part of it. men charged gallantly amongst the Yndians, who, by the time they k
"g; : 5 l‘tfc (ulr‘ech'on.s were very agreeable to one of the menan charge reached thiem, were a long distance off, and not being supported : ‘m
B B B e e bl Sl WL | T i s el e conplely 2
: Leavemyorth.and wa not disposed (O'L'HIH::“‘{::J[]" (»tfllll“fﬁ}l'{l nl‘l.l' ort oycrpowcrutl.by numbers, and defeated, with the loss of five men 3
Lieutenant L’o\'(: told him ll(;‘llll;ls‘l S’lll;mit as | ‘r o ll;l& ot ~m¥s. ( killed, and s.l.\'.sevcrel_v wou'ndc(l; the semainder being 0\{||gc«| to . ok
5o much government property 1o n'm o ’ ;l\ '(“ :“l’l“ d not sutter ake a precipitate retreat, in order to save themselves fromn the i
hands of the Indians 'l'lhc r)m,‘”" r of 1(‘1 -rh'l o1 fu g '””0 the overwhelming numbers that surrounded them; for, by this . time, P
menced. and found to be slow 'ln(ls’l"l"i("l.]‘i S l'.lh'”'ll‘ was " len com- many of the party which had !h.rcaloncd our camp, finding we were i;
| ol e wreater part e ;I-; d dificalt, w Il]l(‘l .(T|')(l-r.nt'mu ft'oln— prepared for them, and not daring to attack us, dusl:(:(l. off at full 0
: out any accident, and cncam Sed -‘0:] e wu‘:l’ “ | ‘l’"}-"‘t‘l ‘0‘.‘-'". '“”.“ speed, and joined the other party with the cattle.  This reinforce- h
i ood order. and ready (o 1 ped [0 west side o 1e stream in ment of the Indians proved fatal to the dragoons. Here, then, o
-‘ Eext ) ‘:“,‘“““".? to pursue the journey on the morrow. ‘The was a_dilemma—five men killed, six severely wounded, thirty L
St\lbbl(ll‘l‘(:]n;lll?l[;)l'in f::)t;:tc ul:::l'\::IL%I)l:;«IE?\(;;:c :I'.'"lL_"—"\"'," "l‘}‘)"lc" (llllw wagons, with th_cir loading, le{'t wi.tls_out the means of taking them B \
£ R observed to some of h%\' mv‘n ot s;.l'lr.li; “"51 .l‘]‘l'(l‘(’t’l“ al 'Ul('-(‘i e to thel'r destination, and all this arising from the st'ubbornncss and " e
% - in the rear encamped ear llil;l ”-”'t "i'ﬁh l;" ! l.lolb? 'gcnt t‘"‘?'} self-will of one man. I am vecy certain that, if Hayden had 2 E :
a‘;' ‘3; after dark?  However ‘wc tra\'o‘llcd {fn: ,I"l l;:)“\f ou 41 n‘.nc to lr:_n}ct obeyed the order of Lleu(en_m{t Love, and encamped where he P
bt of him near sundown. and encamped at ] apue )1,‘}"‘ f“""" in sigh should have done, no such misfortune would have happened. L
! kansas river. and out’o e ]' “l";“ l“' east a-mile from the Ar- At this unfortunate encampment we were obliged to remain seve- Pt
sﬁé ! x{ o e o al:ul '_‘;l Jevel ]l’ am. J‘m‘rtc"ﬂ"} Love bore ral days, on account of the inability of the wounded to travel; but, B :
Lo convenient for . encamped on its banks, being the most so soon as they were sufficiently recovered to make slow and casy |
14l grass and water, as well as safest from an attack, marches, we again set out, taking with us Hayden and his train— ok
k SETRAY . ! B ?.
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the other train with us having escaped injury or accident; and hay-
ing to each wagon five and six strong yoke of oxen, were di-
vided out equally, according to the weight to be hauled, some with
two yoke, others again with three. 1In this way, averaging from
five to eight miles a day, we reached the government depot, now
called Fort Mann, twenty-five miles below the crossing of the Ar-
kansas river. At this place, T intended to remain until an opport
tunity offered to go to Bent’s Fort; but, finding Fort Mann aban-
doned, and a perfect wreck, I gave up Lthe idea of halting; and, as
there was no other resource, continued en to Santa Fe, where we
arrived, without any further occurrence worthy of notice, on the
6th of August, just two months from Leavenworth, Mr, Hayden,
his party, and whole train, wereleft in deposite at-Fort Mann, with
instructions to remain until relief could be sent him.

I feel a strong disposition to say something in regard to the con-
dition of New Mexico; however, i presume it has been represented
by more experienced and abler hands.,  Yet, I doubt much whether
the government is in full possession of all the facts, or at all aware
of the deplorable condition of that country. T'he Indians are ravag-
ing the territory throughout, murdering and carrying off the in-
h.%)itants to a much greater extent than heretofore; and what would
seem very strange, they carry their hostilities (except when they
want presents, and then they are as gentle as lambs,) alimost within
gun shot of the head-quarters of the army of the west.

The state of discipline amongst the volunteers, the efficiency of
the officers of the law civil amd military, and which of the two
have the prerogative, or whether cither exists—on all those mat-
ters T am unable to decide, or give an opinion. It has been mat-
ter of surprise to many, that in a country so healthy and salubri-
ous, and with so gentle a climate as New Mexico, so many velun
teers should die of discase. Let those wonderers pay a visit ¢
Santa Fe, and remain one week, as [ have done, and observe tl
life there led, day and night, and they will be still more astos
ished that so many have lived. I remained in Santa Fe one wee;
when I found an opportunity of getting to my destination, in cony
pany with some volunteers whose term of service had expired, an.
who chose to pass by this place, where I arrived on the 29th Au
gust, being over three months from Saint Louis getling to my des-
tination. Before leaving Santa Fe, [ met with the man whom [
had all along intended to engage as interpreter for the Chyennes
and Aripohoes, he having becen in charge at Fort Mann at the time
of its abandonment, and the garrison being reduced to seven men,
he was obliged, like myself, to keep with the current of travel,
and got to Santa Fe a short time before us. I engaged him for
three months only, at twenty-five dollars per month, for the pur-

pose of making an excursion with me amongst the Chyennes and
Aripohoes. This is the only way that men of that description can
be engaged for the sum that the Department allows for that pur-
pose; and it is only when they are disengaged that they can be had
on such terms—the traders paying them more for the winter’s trade,
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besides finding them in provisions, &c., than the Department allows
for the whole year. Howevcr‘, under the present c_-lrcumstances,
and while so many different tribes are to be dealt with, all §pc?k-
ing different tongues, the mode I have adopted, rmdhl‘ntcm'l for the
future to adopt, is the best and most economical. Good interpre-
ters value their services in this country at a high rate; but no man,
of any kind, could be hired _herc at three hundred (lollar.s per an-
num, without provisioning him also. Soon after my arrival here,
I had a very satisfactory interview witha large portion of the Chy-
ennes, and a few of the Aripohocs, who, on hearing of my arrival,
pastened to see me, no doubt expecting to receive presents, but in
that they werr sadly disappointed. 1 directed the chiefs and braves
{o assemble in council, which they soon did, and by the assistance and
kindness of the people of this fort, T was enabled fo provide them
with a feast of bread, coffee, &e., which is always expected by
those Indians on such occasions. After the feasting was cmled’, _I
made them a speech, in which 1 explained the object of my visit
amongst them, and the kind intentions of the United States gov-
ernment towards them, as well as towards the Aripohoes, Sioux,
and all Indians who conducted themselves in a peaceable and pro-
Jer manner towards us, as well as each other. Talso told them that
}waspnrlicularly instructed by their great father to ascertain what
Indians were engaged in plundering and robbing travellers on the
Santa Fe road, and throughout the country, in order that when he
sent his soldiers into the country, the innocent should not suffer
equally with the guilty. In fact, I explained to them the policy
and intentions of the government towards Indians generally, and
that their great father was disposed to treat them more like his
children than like enemies; but thut there were some things which
he could not overlook, and these were, the murdering and plunder-
ing his people—the perpetrators of which would be speedily and
severely punished. I reminded them of the great diminution and
continual decrease of all game, and advised them to turn their at-
fation to agriculture, it being the only means to save them
1om destruction. I pointed out and enumerated tl:e many evils
aising from the use of spiritous liquors, and advised them to aban-
don altogether so degrading and abominabJe a practice, ‘
In reply to what I had said, one of the principal chiefs (Yellow
Wolf) spoke as follows: ¢ My father, your words are very good;
the Chyennes all hear and cherish them, and those that are absent
shall hear and remember them also. My father, swe are very poor
and ignorant, even like the wolves in the prairie; wc are not cn-
dbwed with the wisdom of the white people. Father, this day we
rejoice; we are no more poor and wretched; our great father has
at length condescended to notice us, poor and wretched as we are;
we now know we shall live and prosper, therefore we rejoice. My
father, we have not been warring against your people; why should
we? on the contrary, if our great father W,IShOS our aid, the.Ch_y-
enne wargiors shall be ready at a moment’s warning to assist in
punishing those bad people, the Comanches.” Here I interrupted
-
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. him, saying that their great father' had plenty of soldiers at his
command—iorcover, it was not his wish to embroil his red chil-
dren in war with each other——on the contrary, he wished to see
them wnite in harmonious brotherhood. e continued—s¢ Tell our
great father that the Chyennes are ready and willing to obey him
in every thing; but, in settling down and raising corn, that ig a
thing e know nothing about, and if he will send some of his peo-,
ple to learn us, we will at once cominence, and make every effort.
to live like the whites. We have long since noticed the decreasey
of the buffalo, and are well aware it cannot last much longer, ‘Lell,
him also,” he said, “ that the white people, a short time ago, killed
one of our wisest and best chiefs; that {he tears of the orphans
and relatives of the deceased chief are not yebt dried up; yet we
still remain the friends of the whites.” A government train of
wagons passing early last spring, and arriving at the Arkansas
river, were discovered by a arty of Chyennes returning from the
Comanches. The chicf of the party, (Old ‘f'obacceo,) who has al-
ways been considered a good Indian, and very, friendly to all Ame-
ricans, determined to apprise the party thus discovered, of the near
vicinity, and hostile intentions, of the Comanches. On entering
the camp of the whites for that purpose, he was fired upon and se-
verely wounded, and died of his wounds five days after. Before
dying, he called his family and relatives fogether, and told them
not to avenge his death; that his friends had killed him withont
knowing who he was.  What is meant by drying up tears is, pay-
ment for the dead man; it is a custom of all the Indians o( this
country to demand paynient for all such occurrences, whether it
happens by accident or design.  When a refusal to pay is given,
and when the case is between different tribes, war ensues; if the
occurrence has taken place between families of the same tribe,
payment or retaliation is (he conscquence, and not unfrequently
leads to a separation of the tribe. Therefore, under all these cip-
cumstunces, had I means and power, T would have dried {he foun-
tain from which flowed their tears for the deceased chief. \

On the conclusion of the ¢ big talk’ with the Chyenues, T ad-,
dressed myself more particularly to the Aripohoes, who were pre-,
sent, remarking that all they heard, applied equally to them as'
well as all other Indians who conducted in a peaceable and proper
manner, and asked what they had to say in reply.  They said,

“their ears were open and heard all, but could make no answer at
present, inasmuch as they knew not the sentiments of their tribe;
moreover, that some of their people had already joined the Co-

manches against the Americans, which he much regretied; theres
fore, he was ashamed to taik.” I advised him to send for his peo-

ple, and all might yet be well; he promised to do so. I purchased
some tobacco and distributed it amongst them, and then adjourncd
the council..

I de not wish to be understood as placing imuch confidence in the
profession of the Indians of this country; neither do I in those of
any other. Circumstances and necessity may scem to change their

. ness and treachery, are the characteristics of the whole race, Yet
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disposition; but ingratitude, low, mean cunuing, cowardice, selfish-

I believe the Chyennes are serious in their professions of friend-
ship ; they plainly see what must befal them on th[(; .(‘X'llllé(“"tl‘o.ﬂ
of game, and therefore wish Lo court the favor of the United States
government, hoping to obtain assistance. Many of them a'}}})l('lnr
very desirous to commence raising corn, bet [ feardhe vﬂ'ort‘\n| be
fsund too luborious for them, unless they are enconraged anc s
sisted. 11 the government wishes those Indians to settle down,
they must give them some assistance, at least townn[s a hcgmnmg.
A few dollars expended with those who are now willing to cor{1-
menee, might worL some good, and be the means of inducing oth;
ers Lo follow the example; and by the time the buftfalo is all gone,
those Indians will be prepared te live without them, )
The Chyennes claim this river and the surrounding country, with-
out any definite or defined lil_n'n."; and, together with the Aripohoes
and Sioux, occupy indiscriminately the whole country a.lon:',r the
eastern base of the Rocky mounataing, from the northern frontier of

New Mexico up to the Missouri

i river, without regard to lines or
limitations of boundary; and sometimes they extend their war nr]x](l
hunting excursions seross the mountains, nto thYe coun(f') of the
Snake and Utawa Indians—as well as south into New Mexico, eas%
down thegArkansas, Knnsusi Platte and Missouri, to almost the very
brders of our western settlements. . .
bo'i:‘l:‘(\:q(;i\\'cnnc Indians, from ll!c bgst mxlh._)rlly, \'\"l” no!.numbcrl
over 280 lodges, and not exceeding 500 warriors. I'he Aripohoes,
from a like source of information, are about 350 lodges, and can
raise 800 warriors, ‘The Sioux Indians of the north fork of Platte, .
and who roam in this country also, areabout 800 lodges, and can turn
out_from 2,000 to 2,500 warriors; the average number of the Sioux to
cach lodge is greater than those of the others. ' '
"The above Indians ave all immediately in this ageney, and may,
by proper management, and h'\: keeping liquor from am(lmgs!t \h!en}, i
be kept quiet and tranquil. _lho Avipohoes are most to be « reat c;,
not on aceount of their superior bravery and courage, as they do !
not excel the othersin that respect; but they are becoming very in-
solent of late, arising, no doubt, from the frequent defeats 'of ﬂlu; i
whites on the Santa Fe road,and perhans they think that they coulc :
be as successful as the Comanches. )
I'he Comanches and Kiaway Indians have been making endeavors
to induce those here to join them in the war, representing the g{'e]at .
advantages as well as the profits, without incurring ille lca‘st ris (i !
They have represenied the whites who travel the Santa I'e roa
as easily killed as elk or buffalo, and not at all to be co‘mp:\r(‘(l with
the Texans. This istll;c1 Conmfng‘hos’s report to the Chyennes and
i 's, who have told me of it.
Ar;plf)(}:::;\"e(l information, a few days ago, from the north fork 0{'
Platte, that a man by the name of John Ruchare, or ]_hchardc:’h‘at
been selling liquor to tht Indians all summer. "l‘hls same (;m 1
Richarde is notorious in this country for violating the law in that o
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respect, and has been known'to declare frequently that he would
continue to do so in deflance of all law, and in despite of all the
agents the government might send into the country,

It is 380 miles from this to Fort Larramie, on {he north fork of
Platte, in the vicinity of which those violations of law are carried
on. I shall leavg here in a short time for the purpose of visiting,
Mr. Richarde, as well as some others who sometimes follow the
same occupation; and, if I had a few men with me, and under m :
control, I would soon teach these gentlemen that a compliance with, ‘it are mostly Americans, Missouri French, Canadians, and Mexi-
the law was the most profitable course.  But being alone, and cans. 'They have a tolerable supply of cattle, horses, mules, &ec.;
without means, not even for the hiring of a few Indians to assist b1 am informed that this year they have raised a good crop of
afid accompany me, it cannot be expeeted that I ean accomplish all | wheat, corn, beans, puripkins, and other vegetables. They number

Mexicans, and Europeans, are not satisfied with violating the laws,
but have been known to make and cause grea: mischief, by ineit-
ing the Indians against the government and people of the United
States. Perhaps the evil does not exist now to such an extent as
formerly, as there is not the samé amount of business done, and .
therefore not the same number of men required. )

About seventy-five miles above this place, and immediately on
sthe Arkansas river, there is a small settlement, the principal “part
of which is composed of old tiappers and hunters; the mnale part of

i 1s posuible jo TuIH my ontructions, ool wii st pee's | sbomt 150 sauls, and of his mimbes thero afo ahout 60 men, notely
. . ) ) ™ o all having wives, and some have two, Fhese wives are of various
north fork in a few days, or al least as soon as I can find an oppor- Indian tribes, as follows, viz: Blackfoot, Assincboines, Arickarees,
tunity to forward this decument. At Fort Larramic, T hope to find S'.‘:):L' Ari )(‘)l’n;);'s Clns'(:r’ln('s, Pawnees, Snake, Sinpach, (from west
i United States troops, who will assist me in putting down this abo- 0:. th'c’ Grczl\t Iukc’) Chinock, (from the mouth of Columbia,) Mexi-
al minable praciice. I have no :}ppn-h‘(-nsum about the large traders cans aml'Amcric:’ms. The American women are Mormons; a party
s and men of capital, suuh’us I’l'c‘rrc Choutean, jr. & Co., nor from o‘f Mormons having wintered there, and, on their departure for Cal-
il this gslubhshmcnt, (Bents.) J!wsc two, hc:lng the principal tra- ifornin, left behind two families. These people arve living in two
S ders in the country, have long since ascertained that the traffic in sm'\r'\l)o establishments near each other; one called % Paublo,” and
Fi Eeg< . spirituous liquors was becoming very unprofitable, and therefore thle(o;hc‘r « Hard-scrabble;? both villages are fortified by a wall 12
§ ’ti lave, I believe, discontinued it altogether; and, I have no doubt, fect high, composed of adobe, (sun-dried brick.) Those villages
" ! i would willingly assist in putting it down. This laudable change in o 1 :c{ax‘,in ”lw Tesort of all idlers and lonfers. They are also be-
3{%{! their business has not emanated from a regard for the law, nor from 2;‘;);:" d':-pé:ts for the smugglers of liquor from New Mexico into
— IL".!} - philanthropic motives, but from the fact of its becoming a great this (,é’“"“.)., .tln('rcl'nrc they must be watched.
it nuisance, and very dangerous to those having lurge investments in The Comanche and Kiaway Indians are those who have been in-
f Hi the trade, and whose expenses were heavy; and, not being able to h “:L, :md‘m'\rnudin y on the Santa I'e road all summer and spring;
! compete successfully with the numerous small traders who infest bT( }E’o;n‘infr;rmutims’ received from the Chynnes and Aripohoes,
P 'ri? the country, and whose expenses were comparatively nothing— are now gone south. 'There are also a few of the Aripohoes with
i i"f;g} whose whole stock in trade amounted to only a few {rinkets and (lr: a !;; in my opin.on, some of our Missouri frontier Indians, :
T A three or four hundred gallons of liquor, procured on the Missouri t.‘:lm{ d])ltel,‘l\\"\l"c.\‘ Ol’. Osng::s or both. One Delaware who made his 4
E ! frontier, New Mexico, or of the Hudson Bay Company. The above . el‘(,.,‘m f,.o;n T“(;s after thc,b:\lthz of that place, has been known te |
W causes, together with the great diminution of the proceeds of the fb‘dlw vent the s ):"mg and part of the summer amongst the Coman- 'y
-4 "i, Indian hunts, arising out of so much of their time being spent in o (;“:n: h]At ’l;ans.llno fought desperately against the Americans, and is :
Ry drunkenness and debanch, have caused }llis great clmngt_'. . q\l‘l‘)”).OSOll to have killed the gallant Captain Burgwin, and three or
q A I have been thus particular in showing the causes of its declina- f m]- of the regulars, who were shot down in the assault on the Y
} I tion, not for the purposc of making it appear unnecessary to guard (-(l)nurr-h After the defeat of the insurgents, he made his escape Y
1= i‘ ], v: ainst itin future; on the contrary, to advise ‘increased vigilance f,romlll;nl country, came out o' the Arkansas ri\'or',‘\vhere he four}d - ;
33 M ih orfler to prevent its revival, . . . the Chyennes, told them what had happened at Taos, and t.lmt in { i
iy It is greatly to be regretted that so little attention has been paid the baftle he killed five Americans. Ile used every effort in his i
: to the laws regulating intercourse with the Indians, as great evils powﬂ'l‘ to induce the Chyennes to join him inm a war against the B!

have arisen ffom their neglect; and I know of none greater than

permitting the licensed trader to take so many men of bad and whites, representing them as bad people, and the ruin of all In-

R i R
hacics

' en dians. This argument having failed, he remained but one night, i

desperate character into the country, and at the expiration, or be- and started the next morning for the Comanches. "This Delaware, A
fore their term of service expires, casting them adrift amongst the who is well known in this country by the name of “Big Negro,” is o

Indians, Tt is by this class of men that great mischief has been now at home near Westport. He arrived there a short time since, - {

done, and the law violated, as well whilt in the service of the and I‘vul in his possession a riflc known to have belonged to a man el

2 . . Tt

traders as afte:wards. . . . L by the name of Tharp, who was killed in June on Walnut creek, o

any of those men not being American citizens, but Canadians, 9 !

T
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130 CONDITION OF INDIANS.

near the Arkansas river, The fact of his having this rifle in his
possession is suflicient Eroof that he has been warring against us
at any rate, he is well known to have taken an active part against

ug in the insurrection of Tauos. Ile has now gone to the States, no

doubt for the purpose of gettingg supplies and inducing more of his

tribe to join kim. Such vagabonds should be looked after, as they
are much to be dreaded, and may cause great trouble in this coun-
try. They should be prevented from intermingling with the Indigny
as much as possible. )

I am of the opinion that the government should at once put forth
strong and energetic measures for the subjugation of those Indians
who have been committing so many depredations during the past
two years., Commencing in good time (and whatever is done, let it
be done effectually, as no temporizing policy will answer) will pre-
vent others from entering on a like course, and awe them at once
into a state of t'anquilil?'. This is not mere supposition ; on the
contrary, I am convinced that by teaching any onc of those formi-
dable tribes a good lesson, would be suflicient instruction for the
whole of those on the east side of the Rocky mountains,

The lenient and temporizing policy which the government has
always pursued with Indians on our western borders, and those liv-
ing heretofore within the now boundary of the Union, will not do
with the Indians inhabiting this gréat expanse of desert. In the
case of the former, disagreements would frequently arise, and war
ensue ; but, before much blood was shed, on came the tides of emi-
gration so numerous, and in such rapid succession, that what was
expected to have become the scene of war, became that of peace,
tranquility, and civilization. I am fully convinced that the force
of emigration has done more towards the settling and tranquilizing
the Indians than anything else.

In this country it is far otherwise. Herc is an immensc desert,
inhabited by many wild, roaming, and formidable tribes of savages,
whose occupation is war and the plundering of their fellow men.
And, inasmuch as the country they inhabit is altogether unfit for a
civilized population, the savages now in occupation must always-
remain it. This desert and its inhabitants, intervening as they do
between our late territorial acquisition and the United States, re-
quire the particular attention of government, or what would be
much more advantageous, of an eflicient military force, merely for
the purpose of teaching the mhabitants thereof that we are their
superiors in war as well as in every thing else. 'T'his lesson once
taught, and our ability and willingness to punish insult and injury
shown, I repeat,is all that is required to muke the inhabitants of this
country quiet and peaccable. I am well aware that the intentions
of the government towards the Indians are conciliatory and humane.
But'those of this country who know not our strength, and attribute
our forbearance to adread of their great prowess, must be dealt with
in precisely the opposite manner; which I hold to be the most ju-
dicious and ecunomical, as it will be a great saving of blood and
expenditure of money; and is, on the whole, the most philanthro-

A
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pic. Let them know they cannot pursuc a marauding life with im-
punity, and they will soon turn their attention to something else.

I have entertained ardent and strong hopes that, inasmuch as the
subjugation of the Indian tribes of this country would be consider-
ed a very peculiar service, a very peculiar force, and otherwise or-

anized than that composing the army of the west, would be raised
for that purpose.  But I perceive it is otherwise, and that the same
system, (that of the men clecting their officers,) and all the evils
arising out of that system, is still continued, I have no hesitation
in saying that they will not answer the purpose required, for rea-
sonsy some of which I will give: The service being the most ardu-
ous, diflicult, and of a very peculiar nature, will require great skill

and experience in the management of a campaign, as well as a
complete knowledge of the Indian character, habits, manners, and
customs; and, above all, a thorough acquaintance with their mode
und manner of warfare. Those are rare qualifications, and not
likely to be selected out of a set of aspirants by those who know
or think nothing about the capacity of their leader. It is enly after
they commence military duty, and on the march to New Mexico,
that they find out they did not elect the proper candidate. Then
follows a petition to the officer to resign; next a refusal of the offi-
cer to comply; then follows dissatisfaction, disgust for the service,
and insubordination, whick very naturally ensue, as 4men dislike
very much to obey an orde: coming from an oflicer whom they con-
sider unfit to command. Under these circumstances, they arrive in
Santa Fe, dispirited, and,.together with their horses, broken down
and unfit for service, at least for a time. This should not be, nor
would it, if men of experience had the command. They have a
very excellent road from Iort Leavenworth all the way to Santa
Fe, with plenty of grass and water at proper distances, except a
few days on the Cimerrane ; yet they cannot accomplish the trip
without the utmost difficulty. Now,let me ask how, under all those
circumstances, such a force can ever accomplish the subjugation of
the Comanches and Kiaway Indians, who are represented (and
truly) as very expert horsemen, and almost continually on the move,
whose flight (when necessary) across and over the desert is like
unto the flight of birds over dreary and barren wastes which they
inhabit, and in which lies their strength and security more than
in any thing else.

I do not wish to be understood as casting reproach or reflection
on the volunteers in mass; on the contrary, I have a high opinion
of the material of which they are composed; itis the cystem of
officer-making that I am opposed to. It is a want of the proper
knowledge of the enemy they will have to contend with; it isa
want of a proper knowledge of the best and safest mode of cam-
paigning in the country—those are what I most dread. Show those
men the enemy and they will do their duty; but I doubt much their
ever getting a sight within striking distance; the enemy, however,
will frequently strike them, when least expected and unprepared.

I will now show the kind of foréce which I should like to see

L ——

T TRTRST MM
i




S st g S, P . bl
- .

e | b 6 N T T o1 I
g - % -

£56650044Y

132 CONDITION OF [NDIANS,

organized and ready for service in this country, and ai this time:
250 mounted riflemen, ‘armed with short and handy rifles, not too
heavy; one hundred well disciplined dragoons; one hundred Mex-
icans, armed with lances and a pair of horse-pistols, mounted on
their own native horses; and {wo or three mountain howitzers, with
a few men to manage them. Let ally then, be put under the com-
mand of an experienced oflicer, who understands well the nature of
his duty in every particular, who would in a short time accom-
plish the desived object.

Of the 250 riflemen, I would have as many procured in this
country as could be had. They would soon teach the others the
real art of campaigning, and infuse a spirit of cheerfulness and
contentment, which is ravely to be found amongst ¢ green-horns;?
they would also show an example of obedience and subordination
which they well know how to appreciate, as well as practice.  One
hundred active and eflicient Mexicans can be casily obtained for a
service of the kind, and when serving and uniting in concert with
Americans, will be found brave wand daring to a fault, and cannot
be excelled in the whole world for a service of the kind; of this 1
have had many proofs and long experience. )

I received an order through your office from the adjutant gene-
ral at Washington, on the commanding oflicer at Bent’s Fort, for
the Indian goods which were left there Enst yearin deposite. I pre-
sented the order to Captain MeKisick, acting quartermaster at
Santa Fe, who informed me that the goods had all been taken to
Santa Fe, and mostly distributed, no doubt to those Indians who
are now devastating the country.  This I consider bad policy, and
well calculated to keep the Tndians in astate of hostility; by such
a course they have two sources of gainy and are very apt to take
advantage of both. For my own part, I must state, that I have
and will labor under disadvantages and embarrassments for the
want of at least a part of those goods, which were distributed so
liberally amongst the vagabond Indians of New Mexico, Any one
at all acquainted with the character of the Tndians of this country
must know how difficult it is to get along without some means,
even as an inducement for them to collect together for any pur-
pose. The fact is, they have been greatly corrupted by the traders,
in the great compeiition in trade, whieh existed here for the past
eight ycars, 'T'he Chyennes have wondered that their great father
has not sent them something, as a token of regard for their good
behavior, and at the same time remark, that it was only those In-
dians who were in the habit of plundering the whites that ever
get any thing in that way. The above remarks were not made to
me, but reported by others. However, I believe it to be the im-
pression of many Indians; and for that reason, I hold it the duty
of every officer intrusted with the management of such affairs to
be very particular in the distribution of presents to Indians,

There aré many more subjects in regard to this country and its
inhabitants of which I wouldl have gladly spoken, but I fear 1
have already become tedious and tiresome in the length of this
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t
report; but that has arisen from the great interest which T feel in
every thing which concerns the far west,

I'should have written sooner, and oftener, but my isolated posi-
tion here affords but few opportunities; and even now the time of
the departure of this report is very uncertain,

. Should any thing worthy of notice oceur during my journey to

s'the north fork of the Platte, I will write again fromn Jlat place.

Y 1 awm now in a state of recovery from a very severe indisposition,
which attacked me on my way from Santa’Fe to this place, and
caused great debilitation and nervousness, which 1 hope will be
an apology for the inaccuracies which may be found in this com-
munication, .

T intend to visit 8t. Louis early in the spring, or as soon as the
winter trade is over; at which time | wih arrange my accounts,
The uncertainty of travel, and the dangers of the road, have pre-
vented me from sending them with this,

All of which is most respectfully submitted.

THOMAS FITZPATRICK,
Iydian Agenty Upper Platte and Arkansas.

To Tuosmas H. Harvey, Esq.,
Superintendent Indian Affairs,
St. Louis, Missouri.

No. 10,

St. Prrex’s Inmax Agrney,
- September 16, 1847,

Sir: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of this
ageney:

The Mandawakanton Sioux of this agency (who alone of all the
Sioux of this agency receive any annuity trom government) have
heretofore and still manifest and express the most cordial good will
towards the goverminent and whites; and, with very few exceptions,
towards their red neighbors. In the unfortunate affair with their Win-
nebago nciglnbors last spring, there were but a few of the above bands
engaged. The whole of the responsibility has been thrown on their
shoulders, when in fact the larger number of those engaged in the
business are suffered 1o escape unpunished. In consequence of the
treaty made by the Sioux chiefs with the Winnebagoes, the whole
of the burden falls upon the Mandawakantons; and, as but two of
the bands had any hand in that affair, they think it hard to be made
to pay the penalty which should, as they say, be borne by the
Wahkpakootat, who had more than two to onc in the party that
comniitted the outrage. Agreeably to the list furnished Dy the
chiefs and head men of the villages of the Mandawakantons this
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season, ‘hey number 2,135. The amount of sickness this season
has considerably lessencd this number. The deaths reported amount
to 148. 'The whooping cough carried off a number of children this
summer, since which the bilious fever and cholera morbus has pre-
vailed and taken off a large number of grown persons. The fol-
lowing is the number of deaths that has occurred in the several
villuges of the Mandawakanton Sioux, as reported,

«

Black Dog’s village. covvre vinnnn cinnnn ieeies viines vunnns 13
Gooaroad’s vIllAEe . cvvs vvrite virene seiniresnenies tennn 29
Little Crow’s viﬁagc.................................... 10
I(L‘(I “'i" ’S\'i"agc.......--u L R I N I R I S I N NP SO 23
Sixes” village oovv i it i i e e s 317
Liake Calhoun village . vuueivuver vovner vunenn vevnes snvnne 36

148

Total suus et ivnnvenres tnorenevnnns

Ces rrIE I tea e

Wahbashaw’s village has escaped the scourge, Although o large
aumber of this village have been sick with ague and fever, there
bave been no deaths up to this date.  The other villages are gener-
ally convalescent. Tlere are still a number of cases of fever and
ague prevailing.

The stopping of the provisions, consequent upon the difficulty
with the Winnebagoes, has been severely felt by the Sioux, coming
upon them at a time of such general distress, and at a scason of
the year when they were in the habit of living almost entirely upon
the provisions reccived from government.  The orders to withhold
the provisions I viewed as imperative; still I could not do other-
wise than assist the officers of the fort, the traders, farmers, and
missionaries, generally, in their exertions to alleviate as much as
Eossible the sufferings of the Sioux, by having some of the flour

aked into good whelesome bread and distributed to the sick and
convalescent,

The farmers generally report an average crop of cornj but owing
to the sickness of the Sioux, 2 great part of the corn crop has been
destroyed by the blackbirds. .

The condition of the upper Sioux has been far more favorable
the past year. Buffalo, about the head of St. Peter's river, have
been much more abundant than usual, which is to be acounted for
by the fact that the prairies farther north were burned over,so that
these animals were driven to scek subsistence in a more southern
region. Whether they will remain through the coming!winter or
return towards the Red river, cannot now be predicted; but the
general impression is, that they will take the latter course. Should
this be the case, the upper Indians will doubtiess suffer great pri-
vation, especially as large bands of Sioux of the plains have been
furnished with corn by the Sissetons of Lae Traverse; by whichim-
providence on the part of the latter, their winter supply of this
important article will be materially curtailed.

I'am happy to say that the energetic measures taken by the com-
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manding officer at Fort Snelling, in seizing large quantities of
liquor in the hands of some of the upper Indians, who came down
and crossed to the ceded land in Wisconsin to procure it, has had
a very good effect upon the Indians generally. Fhey have been
deterred, in many instances, thereby, from coming down to get
whiskey, when they otherwise would have transported larpir('z quan-
Xities far into the country. In many cases, the regularly licensed
‘traders are confounded with dealers in whiskey, under the general
name of traders. This is doing great injustice to those men who
are legally in the country, and who generally do a‘ll in their power
to exclude liquor from the Indiaun territory. The force at Fort
Snelling must be inereased, if it is expected that the general mili-
tary police of the country can be properly attended to.  There is
but one company of infantry to guard a frontier of hundreds of
miles; and, however eflicient they may be, the number is entirely
too siall to effect the object which the government has in view.in
checking, in the bud, any evil which may eventually involve the
peace of the whole narthwest, . .
The Hudson’s Bay Company of Red river have, within a few
months, been guilty of a gross violation of our soil, which I deem
it my duty to bring to the notice of the government. Mr, KlltSOl’l,
a gentleman of veracity, who is in charge of the Fur Company’s
trading post at Pambina, near the British line, stated that two raen
deserted from the detachinent of British regulars ctationed at Fort
Garey, (Red river,) and came to his post, asking to bc. employed
until’an opportunity offered for them to reach the ‘Stat;:ls, r.
Kittson positively refused to have anything to do with t em,hex-
cept so far as to furnish thewa with food, and strongly advised them
to return to their post. This they refused to doj and Mr. Kntts%n
was surprised, shortly afterwards, at the appearance of a deltac }
ment (armed) of the Iudson’s Bay Company’s police, the leader o
which stated to Mr. Kittson that he had come to apprehend the two
pmen, and asked him (Mr. Kittson? if he would resist the atte{ns)t.
“Mr. Kittson, in reply, stated that he protested against such a viola-
tion of American soil; but that he would not interfere by_forf;e ‘to
prevent the accomplishment of their c:lzgect, as he had neither the
power nor the authority to do so. The armed party thereupon

Al . -
seized upon the two desertérs, took them to Fort Ciarey, where

they were delivered to the custody of the commanding ofhcer, and

punished, by severe lashing, according to the custom of lhel B?ttiISh
army, The whole procecdings manifest a gross disregard of the
sanctity of our soil, and, [ think, deserve the notice of our govern-
faent. ~The effect of such illegal and lngh-lm.mle(l measures is par-
ticularly bad upon the different tribes of” Indians who become c({) -
nizant of them, as they lmc: led to thltnk .tlhc United States unable
to resist or punish intruders upon our territory. .

'{‘Tlse‘ $300pworlh of ammunli)tion :m'd fish spears, fish lmlfs ang
hooks, for the use of the Sisseton Sioux of Big Stone la ‘f t:)nt
lake Traverse, is still on hand—not having been called for; bu

the prospect for the coming winter is unfavorable, and the neces-
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slty of the Indians will probably be as great or greater than the
last season, If it is the pleasure of the Department, the above
articles will afford them a great relief during the winter aund en-
suinig spring," ahd I would respectfully recommend that they be
given to them this fall. :

I would call the attention of the Department to the fact thay,

CONDITION OF INDrANS.

there is « band of Chippewas, called the Pillagers, who reside on

Otter Tail lake, who have, from time immemorial, carried on a:
war against the Sioux, and who have done all in their power to
excite the Mississippi Chippewas to violate the treaty of peace
made with the Mandakawanton Sioux. This band causes much
trouble, by their frequent hostile parties penetrating into the Sioux
country, sometimes as far as St, Peter’s viver, and, murdering one
or two, immediately flee to their own home. Some time in July
last, two or three came down, and killed a woman of Goosroad’s
band in sight of the village, and succeeded in making their escape,
although hotly pursued for some distance.

The Sioux of Lacque Parle, some time since, fell upon u party
belonging to the Pillagers, and killed seven of them. 'This is
almost the only instance of the Sioux killing any of that band for
{)ears. The above facts I had the honor of communicating to the

epartment shortly after they took place.:

he Sioux returned from the Winnebago village, where they
went to treat with them, and arrange their difliculties. I'wo
lodges of Wahkpakoota Sioux, living on Canon river, were killed
by (as the Indians think) the Pottowatomies, as they were return-
ing'./i‘homc from the Winnebago villuge, where they had left them.

he farmer belonging to Wabashaw’s band reported to me, on
the first of the month, that the Winnchagoes had killed all of the
oxen (fourteen in number) belonging to that band. The chief in-
formed me that the chief of the Winnchagoes acknowledges the
fact of their killing twelve, and that they were willing to pay for
them. I immediately despatched the farmer to the sub-agent, to

notify him of the facts, and request him to have the same number,

returned to fhat band. :
Since the Sioux have settled the difficulty with the Winnchagoes
for the outrage committed by a few young and foolish men and
boys, they have frequently expressed “their regret that it should
have taken place, and manifest a desire to remain on their former
friendly terms; at least, this 1s the wish of the principal chiefs
and snldiers of the Sioux who have expressed an opinion on the
subject,
. T'am sorry to have to report that the habits of the Sioux, if an
\change has been made, are rather worse than better; their fondy-
‘ness for whiskey is ultimately to be their destruction. The facility
.of procuring this article, I have little doubt, has been, and will in
future be, the death of a great number,
The mortality which has prevzailed in the different bands has, in
some instances, been promoted by the use of whiskey or other in-
toxicating liquors. [ have heard of some instances where Indians
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were attacked with fever,and during the time the fever was at its
height, they have resorted to drinking.

"t he result might casily be
redicted; the next day, or at farthest two, they were dead!

I herewith transmit the report of the Rev. Dy, Thomas 8. William-:
Trow’s vitlage; the report of Messrs. Iopkins and Hig-
ns,of the Traverse des Sioux mission schoal; thereport of the Rey.

'%f. S. R. Riggs, of the Lacque Parle mission school, and, also, the
| teport o

f Mr. Hopkins, of Traverse des Sioux, dated April, 1847.
Very respeetfully, your abedient servant,
AMOS J. BRUCE, Indiun Agent.

Maj. T 1L, Hanvey, ) .
Superintendent, St. Louis, Mo.

No. 11.

Couxcit, BrLurrs Agrncy,
September 10, 1847,

Sir: Under the regulations of the War Departinent it becomes
my duty to make known to that Department the condition of the
Indian tribes in this ageney. ) )

I artived here on the 9th of October, 1846, My first intcrview
was with the Ottoes and Missourias. Thetr village is situated some
ten miles from Bellevue on the great Platte.  They aredivided into
six bands, and cach band has its chief. Three of the bands live on
the north in one village, and the other three live on the south of
the Platte in three separate villages.  There is one chief who is
considered as head, and is consulted as such in all important mat-
ters.  On my first talk, they told methat {hey were very poor,and
complained that they had no ploughs, ner no person to learn them

how to work, for a long time,in consequence of which they had but
ittle corn.

They were anxiously waiting the arrival of their an-
nuity, as they could not go out on their fall’s hunt until they received
it. From unavoidable causes this was not paid until about the first
of November. Owing to their late start on the hunt, the agent was
compelled to kill for them a larger quantity of beef than he would
otherwise have done. When I use the word compelled, I do not
wish to be understood that I was at all in any personal danger, but
I knew these people were starving, and knew that even white men,
with all their civilization, strengthened by Christianity, were not
entirely scrupulous about legal rights when they, their wives and
children were starving, Of course we could, or should not, expect
more of the wild man. They made a tolerable hunt of deer, and
caught a great deal of fur. One of their traders informed me 'that
he thought their hunt was worth $2,000. . )

I suggested to the superintendent at St. Louis the propriety of
employing a certain number of hands by the month, for some three
months, to farm for the Ottoes and Missourias. 1 reccived a com-
munication on the subject, stating that my views of farming for them
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were approved, and that I was authorized to hire six men, with two
good farm horses each, and to allow $30 per month each. They
were accordingly employed for the term of three nonths, We met
with a difficulty at the start. The Indians, it will be remenmbered,
live on either side of the river. They have had a large farm in a

artial state of cultivation on the north side of the Platte. Theyy

ave had many jars and difliculties. In one of these they killed'

several of their tribe, and one of their best chicfs about it, and aré 1

very jealous of each other. They have not éxceeding 50 acres at
this time on the north side of the river, and that in detached par-
cels. In conseguence of these things, the Indians on the south side
of the Platte rex.ﬂcul to have any corn raised for them on the north
side; at the same time promising, if T would send threeof the farm-
ers over to their side, they would furnish a craft and aid the men in
crossing and re-crossing the river,  On that promise, three of the
farmers crossed and built themselves a shanty. ‘The Indians, on
their part, complied in part with their promises until about the last
of May, when they became very lazy about crossing the river; and
about the first of June, the chiefs all left on a visit to the Jowa
Indians, some distance below here.  Shortly after their departure,
some of the young men broke the lock and forced the door of the
farmers’ shanty open and stole all their provisions, not leaving them
one article of food. They remained in that situation until they dug
a canoe. All things considered, it was thought advisable to dismiss
the three hands on the south side of the river, as there was no cer-
tainty that they could possibly labor to profit.  On the north side
the farmers worked some 50 acres of corn, whichk at present prom-
ises a plentiful crop, so far as observation and experience will go,
which, by, the by, are not very bad teachers. T am satisfied that if
the Ottocs and Missourias had ploughs and gearing, that, with the
2id of some person to assist them in gcaring, &c. &c., they
could do well, and will make more corn than will be made by their
farmers. The idea of Indians working when they can get whitqh
men to work for them, is as vain as it is futile. The chiefs pronié’,y
ised me that they would furnish their farmers some young men to" -
remain with them and learn to work. After their corn was planted,
iw)'ou could searcely ever sce an Indian in the field, and at no time
ut very few men. There are difficultics in getting Indians to work
with white men, situated as they now are. The white man has his
bread and meat, &c., while the Indian has to depend on a very dif-
ferent mode of subsistence, and often precarious. If he has corn, it
has to be pounded to a kind of meal, or boiled; perhaps to resort to
roots, or to angle or hunt for )is food. The Ottoes are brave In-
dians. Like all other Indians, they are fond of ardent spirits,
though I believe they do not run afterit as some others do. Horses
are their only stock, having neither catle nor hogs. They express
desires of having this kind of stock at present. I would doubt the
propriety of government doing much for them on that subject at this
time, as they have some young men that would kill and steal them
on first sight.  Their smith renders them great service. He has
made, the present year, or twelve months past, 300 axes, 100 tora-
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shawks, 100 Foes, 45 tin kettles, 29 tin cups, 26 hand shovels, to-

cther with a | -eat deal of other work, such as fire steels, butcher

nives, cold chisels, repairing guns, &c., &e. But very few iron
kettles have been made by the smiths in this agency, owing to the
fact that the sheet-iron sent up last fall wasso inferior that it could
it be worked.

YFhe Ottoes and Missourias number about twelve hundred, They
Mve an annuity of $2,500 annually,

“Omahas.-—This tribe of Indians lives at present in about b miles
from Bellevue, on a small water course, called the Passio. This
tribe is very poor; they have no annuity from government, except
blacksmith and striker; they are very anxious to sell part of'their
land, so as to provide themselves with arms; they are scarce of
fire-arms, and suffer greatly from their inveterate enemy, the Sioux,
who appear to be determined to cxterminate the Omahas, Ottoes,
and Pawnees. They have killed in the last year about eighty Oma-
has. This tribe would wish to live some 70 or 80 miles above this
place, on a tract of country where they formerly have lived, but
the Sioux were so hostile and numerous that they could not’remain
there. Mhey have suflered from the chills and-fevers since the
came down here a great deal. On my arrival here last October,
found several sick; I had broughi some medicine for my own use; I
visited some three lodges; they exhibited not the picture but the
fact, of misery and want; in one of these I found two blind squaws,
and one other almost helpless from ayge.“ In one side of the lodge
there wis a young man, to all appearance very low; on examining,
[ found the discase was bordering on typhus; I gave him quinine
freely, and he commenced mending immediately. 1 belfeve there
was no instance where they took quinine freely but what they re-
covered, The quantity I had was small, being only for my own
use, as before stated, and T was blessed with health, and, conse-
quently, needed none. I have troubled you with this digression
mérely to show that a very small outlay for medicine would save
;mfich suffering, and many lives, The same diseases in an Indian
r¥quire the same treatment that wouvld be required in similar cases
in the white race..

These were once a considerable tribe, but from the ravages of
cholera, small-pox and wars, they are reduced to but little more
than one thousand. At present there are a great many children
among them. If the government would establish a post anywhere
near the Missouri rivery some distance above the mouth of the
Platte, on- the south side of the Missouri river, it would afford pro-
tection to the Omahas, Otloes and Poneas; ttis, with one at
Grand island, would embrace the Pawnees also. The idea of a sta-
tion at Table creek, or Fort Harney, and then christened with the
name of protection—protection for what? Not the Indians. Some
of the knowing ones have urged as a rcason that the Platte
river is so diflicult of crossing, that it would embarrass the troops;
thét, in'my humble opinicn, is one of the strongest reasons why it
should be above the Platte. The Sioux living north of the Platte;
whére do the small tribes live, the Omahas, Poncas, Pawnees,
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and most of the Ottoes? Why, north of the Platte? Then, if the
fort is south of the Platte, it is protection in name only. ‘Thereis
ne scarcily of suitable situations near this place, (Bellcvue;g
there is good water, soil and timber, with one or two go-.
mill-strcams, on each of which there is an excellent mill-sect.
Above this place, about 15 miles, on the south side of the river, the.
Mormons have an excellent overshot millyand from 300 to 500 acxes
of prairic broken up and mostly all in sod corn, &ec., &e. Theyy
speak of leaving next spring, and would be glad to get some-
thing for their mill, &ec. 1 would remark that there is an
unseltled dispute between the Ottoes and Omahas about a part of
their .lands; %f this the Department has been informed by the
superintendent, in his communications of September 10, 1845, and
September 5, 1846.  In addition to what the superintendent has said
on the subject, permit me to remark that the government, accor-
ding to treaty stipulations, is bound to build a horse-mill for the
Ottoes, which would be of but little use to them. There is an ex-
cellent stream, with several good mill-seats, convenient to these
two tribes. It would not be more than four miles from the school
that is now being established by the Rev. 1. McKinney, per order
of the Presbyterian board of missions, for the benefit of the chil-
dren of these two tribes. Much depends on the success of this in-
stitution, and it should be sanctioned and supported by every plii-
lanthropist, and all who have any feelings for sulfering humanity.
I brought before the Ottoeschiefs, for their consideration, the pro-
pricty of uniting their educational fund with the Presbyferian mis-
sion fund, for the purpose of establishing a permanent school in
their vicinity, which secems to meet their cordial approbation.
With a little additien of funds to the horse-mill fund, there might
be an excellent water-mill built; which would be caleulated to
unite them more permanently in fecling, and be a strong inducement
for them to settle down in agricultural pursuits, and  cease the'
roaming, or they otherwise must perish, as that will be their ulgp,
mate doom, for it will be impossible for thew to procure a subsigyy
ence by the chase long, as the buffalo are fast disappearing. )
It is near two years since the Omahas moved down here. There
is another source of trouble with these Indians. There is a large
body of the Latter Day Saints, or Mormons, stationed on their
lands. Although they consented to let these people remain in their
country the last winter, (1846-"47,) they say they expected them to
prosecute their journey last spring, and leave tlieir country. There
has been one Mormon killed by Indians; the Mormons charge it on
the Omahas. There has been no investigation- of the occurrence,
from the fact that thq agent was absent on business at St.
and, since his arrival, the Indians have been on the hunt. The in-
terpreter states that he apprehends that there will be difli-
culties between the Indians and Mormons, if they remain on
their lands. The Indians have killed a great many of their
cattle, and plead justification on the ground that the Mormons are
destroying their game range, and cutting down and destroying
their timber. It is not to be expected that from 3,000 to 5,000
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people, with a large quantity of stock, could do otherwise. Tim-
ber here is an object, the greater portion of the country being
destitute of timber. 1f these people were on the north side of the
river, in what was called the Pottowatomie purchase, there could
be no scrious objections.
~ Although these two tribes have been living contiguous to, and had
tatercourse with the whites, they unfortunately appear onl;’ to have
~'l.€a}rned their vices, The Omahas,as I have been informed by their
Miiterpreter, have given, in the last twelve months, some 30 horses
"for whiskey, not getting more for a poney than from two to four
gallons, and that well watered. This trade has been carried on b
the Pottowatomice half-breeds, on the opposite side of the rivery
The river was frozen over for the most part of last winter whicl;
gave them great facilities in crossing for the article. Tt i,lppears
almost impossible to prevent them frem getting it. I am sorry to
state that there are men who live on or near the State line of glis~
souri, who keep whiskey, as T am told, to sell to these half-breeds
and Indians. These unfortunate creatures, when spoken to about
the impropricty of drinking, frequently reply, the white man makes
it and sells it to us. Nothing short of divine or supernatural power
will reform or cure their thirst for whiskey. I am in great hopes
that the late amendiment to the law in regard to making an Indian
a competent witness, will have a salutary influence in the Tndian
country; and could it reach those base men who keep it along the
line, for the purpose of selling to the Indians, it would, in a tf;reat
degree, eflcet the desired object. ’

Their blacksmith has rendered them similar service to that of the
Ottoe smith.

Pawneces.—They have had a school for the last two years. It
has been under the care of Lester W. Platt until May Tast, when
Mr. Platt was removed, and Samuel Allis suceceded him. Mr,. Allis
has been with the Pawnees some twglve years—has travelled with
them in cémpany with the Rev. Mr. Dunbar, who was laberin

sander the Ameriean Board of Foreign Missions.  Mr. Allis is vers
-hich esteemed by the Pawnees. The Rev. T. Ranney has been
‘Bkgociated with Mr., Dunbar. They appeared fo be E'ncournged
tvith the prospect of doing good; buty in the month of June, 1816
a war party of Sioux came to the Pawnee village in such nu’nﬂmm,
manifesting so much hostility, and shooting at some of the white:
that they considered it.prudent to leave the village. They saved
the Pawnee children that were attending ~chool by putting them in
the cellar. The Indian tribe was out on the hunt. Illﬁnctliﬂtely

_after the Sioux left, the farmers, missionary, and school teacher
¢ ’

with the children, came to Bellevue, at which place the school is
still continued. ¥From that time they have been without a farm
and have been dependent on the teacher for both food and clo”
thing, The missionaries have not yet returned, but are willing' 50
soon as they can get a sufficient protection. 'There have been from
fifteen to cighteen persons there thissummer and paft of the spring
Owing to the backwardness of the season, the cattle could not sub-
sist on the range before the first of May. These men were zm
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ployed under the direction of Alexander McElroy. They have put
in a considerable quantity of corn at t!lelr former farm; but, owing
to the very dry season, the product will be small.  On the 16th of
August, four of the hands were discharged; some time previous,
three others left.  Judge McElroy informed me, in a letter dated
the 12th of August, that it would be impossible to complete the
work in the four mont’.2 for which he hired hands; but he coul‘d}ggt
the heaviest done, &c. &e. On the 28th of August, Mr. McEligy,

with all the hands that he had hired, came to Bellevue, at whigh |

time and place they were discharged.  He states to me that only
one-half of the ground is picketted in, and but one block-house fin-
ished, suflicient only for defence; one other block-house and black-
smith shop raised, but not covered in, .

On the 31st of August, the hands left at Pawnee—interpreter,
blacksmith, and striker—also came to Bellevue, and reported that,
on the same day that Judge McElroy and hands left, there were
Indian signs seen; and, on the next day, nine Ponca Indians came,
and made sign that they were Omahas, and, by that means, were per-
mitted to approach. They then told them they were Poncas. It
will be recollected that thez' speak the same language of t’lfe Oma-
has, and were once, no doubt, a part of the same tribe. They are
still friendly. They told the interpreter that they and another band
had run to see which would get first to the Pawnce village, to get
Pawnee scalps, and that they must kill these people, pointing to
three Pawnee squaws and a boy that were with the whites, The
interpreter, who is an old Indian trader, ahd well up to managing
Indians, led them into his house,and gave them a feast, thereby en-
abling two of the squaws and boy to run off. They purchased the
third squaw by giving blankets, tobacco, calico, and nearly all of
their clothing. They then told him that it was not good for him
and the other white men to be there; that, if the other band caine,
they would have scalps; and that,some three or fonr days off, there
were 800 lodges_of Sioux,_;u!'(l, if they come and d_ul not _ﬁnd Paw-
nees, they would kill white men, &e. Itis posmblc_ this was for
the purpose of getting the whites to leave, that they might plundgr.
The interpreter thinks there was certain danger, and he has lived
twenty-five or thirty years amongst the Indians. On the evening
of the Ist instant, Judge McElray returned from seeing his family.
On consultation with him on the subject, it was thought all-impor-
tant to complete the wm‘ks———nt_lcasl, €0 as our !)c0ple can protect
themselves; to do which, all things considered, 1t was thought ad-
visable to get some more hunds, to at least put up the picketting,
and put the place in asituation so as to insure the purpose intended.
We got four hands besides the superintendent, interpreter, black-
smith, and striker. I am aware that the agent has taken a respon
sibility that, under different circumstances, would not be justified ;
but the government has already, the present season, expended some
$1,600 in getting the works in their present—some more than half
finished—-condition; and now, to abandon the place, to again be
burned, (which would certainly be the case,) would be a worse than
useless waste of public funds. It is supposed that the present hands
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can complete it, or put it in a situation that they can defend them-
selves, in one or two months at farthest. Owing to the unsettled
situation of the Pawnees, their smiths were unable to do as much
for them as they otherwise would have done. They made a con-
siderable number of axes, iron kettles, tin buckets, &e.

I would remark as it regards the moral condition of the Indians
in this agency, that it is to be regretted that they have made but
_pmall advances in their knowledge of Christianity. Their ideas of
 supreme being, or of a+future state of rewards and punishments
are altogether confused, and in fact it might be said to amount al-
most-to no correct knowledge, though from what I have learned of
the Pawnees, they are in the advance on that subject, and that is
owing to the influence of missionarics amongst t}’lcm. The Rev.
Timothy Ranney remarked to me with tears, that he did not know
how to give them up, and that he considered the Pawnee Indians
affording one of the most encouraging prospects for doing good,
that he then knew of, provided the missionary labors could be con-
tinued. I would remark that the only difficulty was the want of
the necessary protection from their enemy, the Sioux and Poneca
Indians.

I cannot conclude this report, already longer than was antici-
pated, without urging on your consideration the propriety or im-
propricty, of the practice carried on here by licensed traders, In
making these remarks, the agent wishes to be understood distinctly
as making no invidious distinctions between the American Fur
Company or any other company. 'I'he law'is thus: “And no trade
with the said tribes shall be carried on within their country, except
at suitable and convenicnt places, to be designated from time to
time, by the superintendent, agent, or sub-agent, and to be inserted
in their licenses.”

Mr. P. A. Sarpy has a regular trading house in this agency, but
so soon as the Indians are ont long enough to have any skins,
robes, or peltries, you will see the clerks, strikers, and sometimes
half-breeds, hurrying off in pursuit of the Indian’s hunting ground
or camp, with pack mules and horses. T think I would hazard

“nothing in saying that a great portion of the tra®e is carried on in
“that way, and miles, yes, many- miles, from their store-houses,

This may be all right, at least it has been practised, as I am in-
formed, previous to my arrival here, but to my mind it is wrong.
In the first place, the principal has to keep on hand a number of
extra hands at various prices, ranging from one to six hundred dol-
lars per annum. Those with number: of horses, mules, and oxen,
are kept for the purpose of packing or hauling, as circumstances
require. All this cost and expense the trader lays on his goods and
the Indians have it to pay. The greater part of all this cost would
be suved by the trade being carried on at their store-house or

" houses. Thisis not the only evil attending the above practice; there

is an additional temptation to those maurauding parties to attznk
and plunder the camps where the trader has his goods ; it was in
an Indian camp that one of P. A. Sarpy’s hands had his goods last
winter, when the Sioux came on them and killed the most of them,

< g e o

P




144 CONDITION OF INDIANS.

i
l\
!
]
{
i
3
i
-
i
!

CONDITION OF INDIANS, 145

o TR T IR,

. “urther details of the school, and also of the farms, will b -

i . is - ader saved his secal I"f” . Lo y and, I arms, wi e cum

;l:'ldvilrtu w?[1b},ig"%::3qo{ohﬁuehc:r:iml;at }?et’i::lp:ncti:c( is wrongz . municated in the statistical returns required by existing regula-
g t | N A oo 9 tons.

1 7t not be all measurably remedied by making it a forfeiture § , I o . ’
c:."i!‘ ! <e o carry his goods ¥rom his store-house or houses, for the _ The blacksmith and assistants employed for the Winnebagoes
of licens it P Y tthI dian country ? bave discharged their duty faithfully.  ‘I'ne two shops near the sub-
pu'li‘(;?es‘:lg'\re:{: [ll(;sltnoﬂ'l‘i'c :o this place)is at Austin, Atchison coun- ;)s;etl;cy h"“{ rennrlmllworkl d;.’"(" thcl pujt nine m(g]]th; {:)tmféunt'ilr‘lg,

arest po; > . . . . %t the usuat prices charged for work, to some $3,279 28, he
ty. Mlssouri; it is forty-five miles from this point, Bellevue. i . L o o 0 soIne B1,e D
y’In conclusion, as it r{-gar«ls the condition and prospects of edi- work done in the shop located on the Red Cedar viver is not re-
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cation in this ageney, I would respectfully refer you to the reports orted.
of Samuel Allis, and the Rev. E. McKinney, marked A and B.
All of which T would respeetfully submit for your consideration.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient

servants JOUN MILLER,
Indian JAgent.

Tuos. H. Harvey, Esq., i _ )
Superinfendcn’i Indian Afairs, St. Louis, Missouri.

No. 12.

Trrrey River Sun-Acency,
' October 6, 1847.

Siw: I have the hoior to submit my annual report of the condi-
tion of the Winnehago Indians. ) .
s Phe result of efforts to wlvance the general interests and improve-
went of the Indians under my (~hn‘rgc has not heen so flattering ul(t
past year as I had anticipated. The barbarous attack of the Slm;.\
upon.(hc Winnebagoes last spring mtcrr‘uptc(l the operations of the
bands who occupied farms on the Red Cedar river,and were among
the most industrious and prosperous in the lnb'v‘; SlI”"S()llH:lh.l
has been effected in the way of improvement. The Winnebagees
ated their lands bettes and raised better crops this sea-

have cultiv rai p :
o ® An agricultural association was organized in the

son than usual. '
tribe last spring, and suitable pre . r th
crops. After harvest, a committee was uppo'mlml to examine the
farms and award the premiems, which conmslu(l'qf \v‘;n;;q!ls, har-
nesses, plonghs, and other farming implements. {'he Indian crop
this vear is estimated at 11,000 Fushels _"f grain.

There has been an average number (3[ Six ‘l'.gborcrs (:mpln_yed on
the farms since tie 1st of April, who, in additiou to the assistance
rendered the Indians’ in ploughing and fencing their ficlds, have
cultivated one hundred and fifty acres of land, and made onc hun-
dred and forty-three tox:s of hay. 'The crop raised on the agency

is scason is good. ) .
rm;ll‘];m“‘ll{sc\s" David ;iowric reports the school under his charge as
being in a more prosperous condition than at a'ny_formur pcm;;l.
The children are instructed in the elementary branches usually

taught in common schools.

miums promised for the best .

The tribe were assembled last week to receive their annuities,
which were paid as usual to the heads of families. The amount in
money paid to each individual of the tribe this year was $18 50.
After receiving their money, the Indians paid their debts promptly,
The debts paid were principally individual liabilities to the traders
for goods and provisions obtained on credit since the payment last
fall.” The giving of credit to the Indian is the principal means by
which the trader obtains his influence over Lim; the Indian con-
sidering it a great favor to obtain credit of his trader. The policy
of manting facilities for obtaining an influence, often used for mer-
cenary cnds, to the injury ot the Indians, and sometimes to the
prejudice of the government, is, at least, doubtful. 1f the traderis
allowed to credit the Indians, that credit should be obtained through
the government agent.  This would not only secure to the govern-
ment the influence now recured by the trader hifhself, but would

‘alford protection to the Indian against extoption. It would be an

additional security to the Indian if the trader were allowed to re-
ceive only a given profit on his goods. :

License to trade with the Indians bas been, heretofore, too easily
obtained. It woulld be but a just application of the laws of trade
ify on obtaining a license, the trader were required to pay a sum
not less than $100 per annum as an eguivalent for ground rent, and
for timber used for building, fencing, and fire-wood. The mone
thus obtained to be applied to the hospital or school fund for the
benefit of ‘the Indians.

Strict serutiny should be observed in regard to the character of
persons permitted to reside among or trade with the Indians.  The
red man forms his opirion of civilized society, and of the morals
and religion of the white man, from the character of the few whose
conduct he has an opportunity to observe. It would be a salutary
regulation to prohibit persons from entering into the Indian coun-
try except on business for the govermmnenty or by the written per-
mission of an oflicer duly authorized to give such permission.

The annuity goods and provisions furnished the Winncbagoes the
present year, are generally of a good quality, and well adapted to
their wishes and wants. The tribe are well supplied with clothing,
provisions, and money for the coming winter.

The health of the tribe is unusually good for this season of the
year. Their physician reports that billious and congestive fevers,
and fever and ague, have been the principal diseases prevalent
among them the present season, and that the Indians have suffered
far less from sickness this year than they suffered last*year.

10
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There has been less drunkenness among the Winncebagoes thisg

ear than formerly. I attribute this reformation, however, rnl‘her‘
{o the late act of Congress, enforced by the dragoons under Cap-
tain Morgan’s command, than to any vnh:nln_ry abstinence on the

art of the Indians. If the States and Territories adjoining the
{,ndian country would enact laws prohibiting the sale of liquor to. |
the Indians, similar to the act of Congress approved the 3d of
March last, the introduction of intoxicating liquor into the Indian X
country would be entirely suppressed. i ,

A temperance pledge was sizued by cighty-two Indians nf“the
tribe in July last; and the chicfs have pledged themselves to “use
all their influence, and to make all proper cexertions to prevent the
introduction and sale of whiskey and other intoxicating liguors
into their country.” . )

The present location of the Winnebagoes, and the circumstances
by which they are surrounded, are peculiarly l.lllfn\'()ml)l(‘. The
facility with which they obtain intoxicating drinks precludes all
hope of their moral improvement; and the knowledge that their

resent residence is only temporary, prevents them fromw investing
capital in permanent improvements. It is very desirable that the
benevolent and liberal intentions of the government lown.r(ls_(lns
people, should, with as little delay »s practicable, be earried ml(;
effzct, by removing them to a permanent home, where the usuwa
motives which stimulate industry ecan be brought to bear upon
nu/?\l?l‘mher obstacle to the prosperity of the Winnebagoes is the
weakness of their government. The chiefs nf'the trnibe dm'.o not
make, or attempt to enforce, laws for the punishment of crimes.
The government of the United Sl:\k:s cannot lu-il(:r consult the in-
terests of this people than by enacting and enforcing a wholesome
code of laws fov the punishmert of crimes among them, and for the
protection of their per]sons and their ‘pfr());l)m‘l)'. edient servant

Ve very respectfully, your obe servant,
I have the honor to be, very I n e TR,
. Indian Sub-Agent.

Major Tuomas H. Hanvey, ] ) '
™ Superintendent of Indian Affairs, St. Louis,

No. 13.

Osace River Sun-Acescy, 1sf September, 1847,

Sir: I have the honor to lay before you the n‘r.mual report of lh'e
condition of the Indians of this sub-agency. Since my last year's *
communication, of the 4th September, 1816, the number of Indians
attached fo this distriet has been mcl'c‘-asvd, by the accession of
the party of tne Mixmies of Indiana, They rcauhmrl the Jands as-
signed them fn the e+ Yy part of November last. Very soon after
their arrival, they caw .1 to be built twenty-five good and substan-
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tial log-houses, and which they paid for out of their annuity last
spring.

I contracted, upon their own authorily and wishes, the breaking
up, fencing, and planticg of 227 acres of prairie, in détached pieces,
in such guantities and on such spots which they themselves designa-
ted—the cost of the work to be retained out of the annuity due
them for this year. At the last annual payment made to them in
March last, you induced them to consent to lay aside the sum of
$1,600 out of the annuity of 1847, to be appropriated towards the
ercction and naintenance of a school on the manual labor plan,
and which they (the Miamies) desired should be under the direc-
tions of the fathers of the Roman Catholic church; but from recent
communications received, and a late opposition of the Miamies
themselves, no preparations are making towards the attainment of
this laudable object. The moral condition of the Miamies is truly
deplorable. They possess thi finest portion of land within the lim-
its ol the gpb-agency; their unnuities are enormous, compared with
the number of reciptents; they are entitled to innumerable advan-
tages in the shape of blacksmiths, millers, and agricultural assist-
ance; salt, tobaceo, &e.,y secured to them by treaties; still they are
a miserable race of beings, considering nothing but what contributes
to the pernicious indulgence of their depraved appetites for
whiskey.

You are aware, sir, that only a portion of the Miamies emigrated
last fall; the remainder, those who remained back in Indiana, are
now on their way hither and may shortly be expected.  When they
shall again be concentrated, the question may well be asked, will the
Indiana influence prevail among them as heretofore? That such
influence has existed; that it has been detrimental to the Indians
and vexatious to the government, na one acquainted with them will
deny.

Let this influence be destroyed; let the State of Missouri adopt
rigid laws 1o suppress the whiskey dogeeries along the line, and
there may be still Lope for the Miamics, if not for the present, at
least for the rising and coming generations.

The Pottawatomies have been more unsettled and more unsteady
in their habits this year than formerly. ‘This must, in some mea-
surey, ke attributed to their contemplated removal to the Kanzas
country. Some have planted and will raise a limited quantity of
corn and esculent fruits; others again have not applied themselves
to farming at all this year.  Those who have planted, speaking gen-
erally, will not raise a sufficiency to carry them through this com-
ing winter, provided they remain; but they have pledged them-
selves, in counci) assembled, that they will remove this fall in the
event ol the payment being eacly enough for them to get off. [
sdid the Pottowatomies have been more than usually unsteady;
drunkenness, and its dire companion, murder, have prevailed o a
greater extent this year than for years previous; even the hitherto
exemplacy Indians on Sugar ercek have not escaped the infection,
Iam, however, happy to state that a reaction is taking place. Some
of the old andsteady denizens of Sugar creek have taken the matter
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148 CONDITION OF INDIANS,
in hand. They have called councils, invited the attendance of their
brethren on Pottowatomie crecl, and mutually have pledged them-
selves to adopt rules, fines, and penalties for the introduction of
spirituous liquors within their limits. Tt is pleasing to see the
energies with which the movers of this truly desirable object press
onward to suppress the use and abuse of ardent spirits amongst their
cople. The law of Congress of March the 3d last, and the rega-
Yations of April 13th last, cannot effect the squalters along the line
of Missouri, ffom whom the Indians procure whiskey. If the legis-
lature of Missouri would enact stringent laws, visit with lmprison-
ment any violation of the snme,and allow Indian testimony in such
cases, we would then enjoy happy times. The well disposed and
respeclable citizens of the adjoining countics would hail the enact-
ment of such-laws with joy. Pursuantto instructions received last
spring, Major J. Beach, agent of the Sacs and Foxes, and myself,
were appointed commissioners to locate and survey 13 square miles
fer, the Chippewas of Swa:  creek and Black river. The survey
was completed last March, and a plat and the fickd-ndtes of the
same forwarded to your office.

The Chippewas, Ottowas, Peorias, Weas, and Piankeshaws, have,
ag usually, planted with the expectation of good crops, though I
am afraid the recent dry weather will be the means of curtailing
the produce which, from the favorable signs in the earlier part of
the season, they had a right to anticipate. -

The Peorias have, as usual, been very industriousand exemplary.
‘With no annuity or pecuniary aid from government, it is surprising,
to thoér acquainted with the listless habits of Indians, to observe
how well these people have managed. 1 read with pleasure your
remarks respecting this remnant of excellent people embodicd in
your last year’s report. They gre still anxiousto sell their country
and incorporate themselves with the Wecas and Piankeshaws. I
should be most happy to see something done for these people,

The claimants of Pottowatomie reservations granted under treaties

made east of the Mississippi, lying in Indiana and Michigan, are
occasionally making inquiries respecting them. I can only give
assurance that the subject has been brought to the notice of the
Department by yourself in your last annual report,and that it will
in %ood time receive the attention of the government.
“ The general health of the country and the Indians subject to
my charge has been good this year. Few dcaths have occurred
by the visitation of God, but I am sorry to add, that therc have
been 12 deaths by violence; 9 Pottowatomies and 3 Miamies have
fallen by the knife, and some 4 or b have died from the effects of
intemperance.

I enclose, herewith, the various school reports of the teachers
attached to the different missionary establishments of this sub-
agency, to which I beg to refer you.

The Roman Catholic Church at Sugar creek numbers some 1,300
commuhicanis, and much praise is due to'the zealous fathers of
this pursuasion for the good they have wrought among these peo-
ple; two schools are in operation. The female school, under the

CONDITION OF INDIANS. 149
direction of the ladies of the Sacred Heart, deserves particular
commendation.,

The school at Wea, in charge of the Rev. Mr. Adams and Miss
8. Osgood, the teachers, sustained by the Baptist denomination,
appear to afford all the happy vesults that could be expected of an
+institution of the kind.  The young lady in charge of the depart-
ment of letlers is eminently qualified for the task, and secems en-
trely devoted to her work.  Under the tuition of such a mind as
-hers, imbued by the most Christian benevolence, the pupils cannot
fail to make rapid improvement, and from the influence of pupils
so trained, on the future state of their kindred, we zannot but an-
tici‘pnle the most happy consequences. :

The school hitherto taught by Miss I3. McCoy, on Pottowatomie
ereek, as a day school, under the patronage of the same sociely, in
view of the early removal of the Pottowatomies, has been changed
to a boarding sc?mol of five scholars, under the tuition of Miss E.
McCoy, ngyoung lady in every respect possessing the best qualifi-
cations of a teacheress. These little girls have made pleasing and
rapid progress in letters and the various duties of domestic arts.

The Baptist mission station, among the Ottowas, in charge of
Rev. Mr. Mecker, still continues to afford the most unequivocal
evidence of the practicability of reclaiming from a rude state to
onc of industry, morality, and decorum, the American Indian.
Mr. Mecker has exerted over the Ottowas the most happy influ-
ence, the fruits of.which is perceived in the rapid impgovement of
this people. Perhaps no effort of the kind has ever proved more
successful. ‘

I have to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ALFRED J. YVAUGHAN,
Indian Sub-agent.

Hon. Tros. H. Harvey,

Superintendent Indian Affairs, St. Louts, Mo.

No. 14.

Couxcit BLurrs Sun-AGENCY,
September 30, 1847,

Sir: The time having arrived at which it is made my duty to lay
before you an annual report of the condition of the Indians of this
sub-agency, I have the honor of submitting the following:

There has been no material change in the condition or habits of
the Chippewa, Ottowa, and Pottowatomie Indians of this suh-agencg
for the past year, except in' the use of intoxicating liquor—whic
was used to excess up to the receipt of your circular, containing
the law as amended on the 83d March, 1847, and which has had a
happy cffect. The quantity of liquor used since that time has been
comparatively small, and with slight amendments, the ¢-il may be
almost entirely remedied—that evil whick has so long proved so
destructive to this unfortunate race—as follows, viz: requiring all
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150 CONDITION OF INDIANS,
white persons who are permitted to reside in the Indian country,
to take an oath to co-operate with the government officers in keep-
ing and observing the laws and regulations of the United States,
pertaining to the Indian territory, while they remain in the In.
dian country, and that they will not introduze any intoxicating
liquor of any kind into the Indian country, or be in any way privy
thereto; for it is in vain to hope for a speedy advance to the civili-
zation of the Indians without an cntire stop is put to the vse of
intoxicating liquors, as they have no discretion in the use of {his
article. Its use enervates the mind and body, produces sickness and
death, and is the principal cause of the carnage and bloodshed so
frequent among theseveral tribes. Now, I woulil suggest, thatif the
several States adjoining the Indian territory would enact laws, ad-
mitting Indian testimony consistent with the law as amended 3
March, 1847, it will gréatly aid in putting an end to this pernicious
article, that has so long proved destructive to the red man of the
forest; and I would respectfully suggest, whether, if gie several
tribes before referred to, were requested by the lexds of this De-
gartment, they would not lend their aid in 5o great an enterprise. I

elieve they would., I would further represent that the agricul-
tural pursuits have been less the past year, owing to their intentions
to emigrate to their new homes this fall, which T fear will be de-

feated—their neglecting to make hay in the proper season; and 1
would further represent, that this nation has no school or religious
denomination with them, each of which I gonsider necessary,
Schools, in'my opinion, should be conducted on the manual labor
system. Eac?xf day should be divided cqually, one half in tuition,
and the other half at labor, giving frequent lectures, showing them
the advantages they receive over those who have net been at schnol
and receiving an education. By taking them young and continuing
a steady mild course up to manhood, will be a sure guarantee to
civilization. To send Indian children out of their country to
school without Izarning them to labor, is spending money in vain,
They return to their old playmates too proud to work, and will re-
sort to anything fur a livelihood without work, and their educatior
only qualifics them to do more mischicf; thereforeyall the children,
of or near the same age, should be sent to school at the same time,
and continue in school to a maturer age; and by the frequent lec-
tures and the aid of those who have the cnn(rqf of them, training
them up in the habits of a triendly character and intercourse with
cach ather, in a few years we wilf be able to prevent both envy
and bloodshed, which are of too frequent occurrence. "This plan, if
carried into execution, cannot fail; that is, if we have all the In-
dian children of the same age receiving an education at the same
time. They receive the same kind of instruction, and are by nature
the same people; but by being raised by different tribes, as a matter
of course, they partake of the same feelings and dispositions of
those with whom raised; and if all were educated at the same time,
under the same kind of instruction, they would be strongly influ-
enced by that education, and especially if continued in school until

mature age. Perhaps some may look upon my plan of civilization

xS v

1

CONDITION OF INDIANE, 161
as an expensive one ; hut what can we do, and especially of this
importance, without expense.  If we fit out a regiment of troups for
six months, there is expense—much more in keeping up a stan(llq

army ; and let me ask, is the moncy nevessary to commence aji

keep up manual labor schools among all the Indian tribes, to be
compared with the loss of life so frequent in the forest and on the

prairie every yeary and which will continue until the Indians are in
.. some way civilized as a Christian nation 1

[sthis net their duty ?

This nation has two blacksmiths, who have l.xecn constantly eimn-
ploycd during the winter and spring in repairing guns, traps, and
other implements, suitable to their hunting excursions, and in the
fall and summer in repairing wagons, making log-chains, and other
articles for emigrating to their new homes. Their miller has been
constantly engaged in grinding and sawing, and has contributed
largely to their wants in breadstuffs, This nation is slowly ad-
vancing towards civilization, and justice compels me to say, there
are some men among this nation of a fair order of intelligence,
their miflls well cultivated, @nd who would do no discredit to an
enlightened community. A large number of them are disposed to
use some industry, so far as to moke a moderate support ; but few
think of making any thing to sell.  Their anticipated move this fall
has prevented man{ of them from raising crops at this place. I
hope that they will be able get to their new homes this fall ; but
if they shouh{ fail, it will probably prevent a crop to be raised by
them another year; if so, it will require strict economy, or tl_\ey
must sufler, as there is but litile game in the country to which
they go. .

'lxht[:’re is one thing more that I would represent: that is, that
some of the Indians have been down and examined their new homes,
and have brought an unfavorable report—that is, that the ccuntry
is not good ; but I have met it promptly,and have told them thatit
was not the intention of the government to make their condition
worse ; that when they went down and examined the whole ¢ountry,
I thought they would be better satisfied.  But some have gone back
to Milwaukie, as I am informed ; yet I believe they were induced
to go back by their relatives and friends.

kll of which I most respectfully submit.

Very respectfully,
R. B. MITCHELL,
Indian Sub-agent.

To Tnomas H. Hanvey, Esq., ' . )
Superintendent Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Missourt.

No. 15.
o Wryaxsvort Innian Sun-AcEvncy,
October 20, 1847,

Sir: Agreeably to the requirements of the regulations of the In-
dian Department, the following report is most respectfully sub-
mitted :
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Since my last annual report but few striking or important changes
have taken place amongst the Indians under my especial chasge.
The great body of the nation is advancing with a steady and even
tread in the path towards civilization. The more advanced sce,
nay, feel the great importance of not only becoming civilized, but
enlightened. Tew, if any, of the North American tribes have ad-

vanced farther towards the much desired goal than have the Wy-
andotis; they can boast many men of acquirements and lctters, The -

arts and sciences find their votarics among this people.  The spirit
of improvement is abroad amongst them.  Many have, during the
past season, erccted comfortable houses, extended their fields, and
purchased horses nnd oxen to carry on their Farming operations. ‘The
fertility of the soll of the tiact of country on which the Wyandotts
are settled, and the skifl with which many of them cultivate it,
were referred Lo in my last annual eeport.  The circumstances then
warranied me in so favorably noticing these faets, but the evidences
which have transpired during the past season make whag was then
said still more palpable; for T venture the assertion that better crops
of corn cannot be found in any other section of the country. Some
of them have also made experiments the past season in whcat grow-
ingy and their efforts, it is gratilying to inform you, have resulted
in tlie most complete success. Every other species of agricultural
products usually cultivated in the same -climate are produced in
abundance, and to the greatest perfection on the lands of the Wy-
andotts.

A commendable zeal for the education of the youth is felt by
many of these people, Notwithstanding the fund of five hundred
dollars annually approprinted by the government for that purpose
is ample, several families have sent their daughters and sons to se-
lect schools abroad, some few of whom have recently returnéd with
eduentions and accompiishments rarely met with amongst their more
highly favored white neighbors. Ambongst these are the daughters
of W. W5 one of whom khas sincé accompanied me to St. Louis
and purchased a piano, and I understand is quite proficient in the
use of it. Strange sounds these in an Indian country ! Yet the
philanthropist, it is hoped, may safely look forward to no very dis-
tant day when not only the Wyandott, but many other aboriginal
tribes of our country,shall have fully emerged from. the savage state
into the full blaze of civilization.

There arc two schools in the nation for the education of the
youth of the same; they are keptin operation the most of the time
and in which boys and girls are taught promiscuously. 1 am not
able to give the number of scholars taught, from the fact that the
teachers have not kept the necessary records. 1 am aware, how-
ever, that the number is compnrmive?y small.  In not being ableto
procure a regular attendance of children consists the great difliculty
of educating them well at home. Parents and guardians are too
neglectful of the important duty of enforcing such attendancé; very
many of them having little or no education themselves, cannot see
the value of itin others. The amount appropriated by government
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annually ($500) for cducational purposes is amply sufficient to give
every youth in the nation a good education.

‘The church established in this nation by the Methodist Episcopal
Society is under the care of Rev. James Peery, and from the best
information I am able to obtain, is in about the same flourishing
condition as when I last had the pleasure of noticing it. There is

-now a brick chiurch building,in progress of erection, of commodious
dimensions, and will be completed in about cne month and a half,

“the fund for which was mostly raised by private subscription among
the people  The chnurch now numnbers two hundred and forty mem-
bers, two nutive preachers; and four exhorters.

, However pleasant the cvidences of tle onward and upward
advancement of this nation towards the much desired desideratum
of complete civilization, and the almost entire rectitude and moral
deportment of the greater portion of the nation, I am again com-
pelled to call your attention, and that of the Department, to the
painful fact, that intemperance still stalks abroad among them.
From this destroying and demoralizing scourge, I fear they never
can be delivered, so long as the degraded while man is able to avail
himself of the facilities of sowing broadcast the never-failing cause
of dissension and brutalization in the form of ardent spirits. Tt is
idle, worse than idle, to attempt to reclaim the wretched Indian
victim of the use of wkiskey, if it is possible for him to procure it.
A lpmfcct slave to his appetite, he knows no-moral suasion, The
only means of his deliverance must be sought in fettering the
cupidity of those who are so unprincipled as to furnish, for paltry
gain, the means of his destruction. ;

Although Congress, at their last session, have done, seemingly
all within their power to do, and for which every agent must feel
grateful, yet there is much to be done before this otherwise pros-
perous and happy people can be saved from inevitable destruction.

Notwithstanding the privileges granted the prosecutor by the
Jate enactment--such as the use of Indian testimony, punishment b
fine and imprisonment, &c.-—the remoteness of the courts in whie
we may prosecute, and the expense atlendant upon such prosecu-
tion, renders the law all but inoperative; add to this the fact that
we have those privileges above mentioned only against offences
committed within the Indian territory,and you will readily see that
enough has not yet been done.

Could we have a similar enactment by the legislature of the State
of Missouri to that of the United States, we should then have laws
sufficiently stringent to punish the guilty, and in all human proba-
bility we should be able {o put the enemy to flight, and thus leave
the field clear for the full exercise of the philanthropist in teaching
the red man the real value of sobriety, industry, and the inestima-
ble advantages of Christianity.

Notwithstanding this nation has not heen scourged~ the past
season by any prevnilin? epidemic, (this section of country having
been generally unusually healthy,) still they have to mourn the
loss of some of their best men. The diseases by which they were
cut down were those incident to all new western countries, mostly
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brought on or aggravated by improper exposure, and in many in-
stances without the aid of proper medicel skill. A reckless disre-
gard of exposure and hardship is almast proverbial of Indian
character. Persons unacquainted with their peculiar habits when
in health, their total disregard of everything which would be calcu-
Iated to obviate or lessen disease, or contribute to their comfort,
cannot appreciate the real causes of the rapid dacline of this ¢ .ce
powerful, almost innumerable people, .

The late regulalions in the Department in making semi-ann:-al
payments of annuities, and in causing payments to be made "o
heads of families and individuals, has created some considerable
excitement among the Indians—principally, I think, brought about
by interested white men. My own impressions are decidedly in
favor of both of these arrangements; and, further, I am strongly
of the opinion that, when the Indians have time to see the benefits
arising from the above mentioned alterations, which must inevitably
accrue to them, they will be found willing to acknowledge that
those changes have been made with a single eye to their interest.
Much of the trouble and vexation thal is met with in the Indian
country is justly chargeable to that class of white men who infest
the frontier—men with small means, and who, in the hope of in-
creasing it, become the constant advisers and pretended friends of
the Indian, and by these mncans hope, and often succeed, in defraud-
ing them, and creating difficulties between them and those whose
intentions and actions are perfectly honorable.

The Wyandotts have lately re-organized a temperance society.
At the first meeting, forty names were obtained to the cold water
pledge. Something may be looked for fiom this movement in
restraining the appetite for strong drink for a time at least.

A few words upon the subject of civilization and of Christianizing
the Indians. Experience proves that whatever has been done, has
been done by the persevering efforts of men whose whole aim has
been , directed to this object, and whose lives were a practical
exawmple of the precepis they taught. .

No. where can correct moral deportment and true sincerity
heart, kind feeling, and pure motives, be found in greater perfect
than in an Indian religious family. Thegréat bar to their imprav
ment is overcome when they throw aside old superstitions and jox
standing customs peculiar to themselves. 'T'he tenacious adbererce
of the Indian to the ancient dress and customs of his people is
a great bar to civilization ; but when he bhas been imruce(l to
throw them aside, and adopt the habits and pursuits of civilization,
he rapidly embraces the peaceful pursuits, and accedes to the
requirements of Christian life; and if then he is led and advised,
and cheered, and conntenanced by the hand of Christian fellowship,
benevolence and charity, his improvement and happiness arc in a
great measure secured.

The manual labor system, in my opinion, has the preference, and
may yet do much for their advancement in habits of industry and
religious instruction; but, in my humble opinion, it should be
totally unconnected with any species of trading, speculation, or

~
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money-getting on the part of those who are their recognised re-
ligious teachers. I cannot promise mueh for their spiritual welfare
(or worldly) when the absorbing question with the recognised min-
ister of peace is not ‘“how much good have we dane these people
the past year,”’ but rather, “how much money have we made,” and
Aow much can we make during the next. Mueh eannot be bene-
on ially done to advance the Indian character, while a spirit of gain
“Wananifested by those to whom they look for spiritual aid.

- The Indian must feel that the white man in his heart is his friend,
and, not doubting this, you may do almost what you please with
them 5 hence the necessity of great sincerity of purpose on the part
of those in any way connected with them.

" There are men among the various tribes who have devoted their
whole time and talent to improving and Christianizing and elevating
the Indian character, Their efforts are often crowned with success,
and the evident results are to them a rich reward, and they deserve
well of their conntry ; but they do not grasp with avaricious hands
—they pray and counsel—they distribute with charity.

I am, dear sir, yours, most respectfully,
RICHARD HEWITT, °
Indian Sub-agent Wyandotls.
Hon. T. II. HarvEey, )
Superintendent Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Missouri.

No. 16.

Great Neyana Sus-Acexcy,
October 1, 1847.

Sir : T have the honor, herewith, of enclosing the annual reports
of the Rev. Messrs. Hamilton and Irwin, of the Towa and Sac mis-
sion, .of Mr. John W. Forman, farmer for the Sacs and Koxes of
Missouri, and Mr. Frederick Lyda, farmer for the Iowas, together
awith a few hastly suggestions of my own.

It will be observed from a perusal of the mission report, that the
manual labor boarding school, though not very extensively patron-
ized by the Indians, is diffusing some benefit to such as avail them-
selves of its advantages, and still holds out ample inducements to
others. But for the corrupt influence of the whiskey traders, who
live so near, I am satisficd that the school would soon have as many
scholars as the building is calculated to accommodate. During the
winter months they have a fine school, but when the spring returns
it is difficult to prevent.many of the children from retwning to their
old dress and habits, the blanket and the bow and arrow. Of one
thing, however, I am satisfied : if the means now in operation do
not finally reclaim these wayward and unfortunate people, I consi-
der their case a truly hopcless one. T am fully convinced that the
““manual labor boarding school” system is the only practicable
means of their civilization and Christianization, and T am equally
certain that those in charge of the institution among the Iowas use
the most efficient means within their power to render them its full
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166 CORDITION OF INDIANS.
benefit. As to their ultimate success, I do not feel entirely pre-
pared to speak, but I hope for the best,

The Sacs still refuse to permit their children to go to the school;
and from the feeling of enmity and continued ill-will existing be-
tween the two tribes, I have but little hopes that they will ever per-
mit them to mingle with the Towas. Their jealousies and complai-

of each other are continualy and T have small hopes of its b

otherwise while they live so near together.

It will be observed from the reports of the farmers, that both
tribes have made fine crops, and that their conditions in regard to
the actual necessities of savage life are prosperous.  As to their ad-
vancement in the agricultural line but little can be said. Their im-
provements in this, as well as in every other branch of civilization,
1s slow, notwithstanding T am satisfied that the utmust exertionsare
used to improve them. 1 think the system of farming for them, at
first adopted and sinee pursued, of raising large quantities of grain
for them, a had one, and [ shall hereafter either abolish it entirely
or gieatly modify it. 1 conceive the real duty of a farmer to be,
instructing them and working with them, not for them.

I have entered into a contract to have a mill erected for the Sacs

and Foxes, which they.have been a long time asking for. I hope it
will be in operation by the 1st of January, asstipulated in the con-
tract, ) .
It will be observed by the report of Mr. Forman, Sac farmer, that
the Sacs desire an exchange of their lands for part of the Kickapoos’,
lying north of Wolf river. If this can be conveniently done, (and
I see no reason why it cannot, if both tribes are willing, as stated,)
I believe it would be a good arrangement for the Sacs and Foxes,
as they are much further from the whiskey traders where they now
are than at their old village near the mouth of Wolf river. ~ Both
they and the Kickapoos %ave, I presume, much more land than
either tribe really need or will ever improve.

The adopticn of the system of paying to the heads of families, as
a permanent measure, will, I thinlk, Kavc a most beneficial influence
upon them. They must be taught the benefits arising from the
rights in private property, before they will make much exertion to-
wards improvement,

The Sacs and Foxes received their annuities on the 22d of Sep-
tember, and divided 817 per capita, paying hesides a debt of near
$1,600 to their trader.

In accerdance with instructions, the lown funds have been with-
held until an arrangement can be effected with the Omahas for
their (the Iawas) attack upon them lust winter. I think this an ex-
cellent example to set them, and am satisfied that the withholding
their money a single day, after it is on the ground and ready for
them, would do more towards restraining these ¢¢ war-parties” than
all the advice that could be given them.

Your obedient servant,
W. E. RUCKER,
Indian Sub-agent.

To Major Tnomas H. Harvey,

Superintendent Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Mo.
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No. 117,

Cuocraw Acency, October 20, 1847,

Sir: During the last year, cight parties of Choctaw emigrants
mounting in all to 1,619, have been removed from Mississippi.,
M these, 360 were of the Shuk-hu-nat-chee band, formerly seitled
on -a streama of that name, flowing into the Tombigbee; 495 were
:"‘Mag’bluslms,” chiefly from Neshoba county, Mississippi; 650 were
¢“Jixtowns,” from the southern sections of Mississippi and Louis-
lﬁr{‘a; and the rest were from the country watered hy the Big Black
“fit Pearl rivers.  About half the entive number have settled on
the Arkansas, and the remainder on the wateis of Red viver, The
different parties vary considerably in their habits and character.
Some are sober, industrious, thrifty, and anxions to improve their
condition.  Others, aguin, are indolent, improvident, and intem-
perate. To the first class, the Shuk-hu-nat-chee, with but few ex-
ceptsons, belong.  They are, in general, decently and comfortably
clothed; about one-third of them are members of religious societies,
and nearly all have provided themselves with cabins and fields,
making this year, notwithstanding the usual acclimatory sickness,
respectable crops of corn,

The Mogolushas differ widely from the Shuk-hu-nat-chees. They
have always been regarded asimprovident, turbulent, and reckless,
Many of them had, on their arrival, large sums of money, derived
from the sale of land scrip.  These spent most of their time in
drinking and fighting, to the infinite annoyance of the more peace-
able and well disposed of their neighbors. Their means, however,
soon gave out, and, I understand, about half of them have shown
a disposition to labor. .

The ' Sixtowns” are said to be, with the exception of one or
two small bands, the most ignorant of the Choctaw race. They
have, hitherto, been more strongly attached to the customs of their
ancestors, and more obstinately opposed to innovation, than any

ther portion of the tribe. They are not so quarrelsome as the
Mogolushas, and not so industrious as the Shuk-hu-nit-chees.
Prior to their emigration, they led wandering lives, ranging over a
considerable scope of country, and seldom remaining long in one
place. It was, therefore, cupposed that the greater part would
return to their former haunts, It is said, however, that not a
sirgle famnily has gone back. On the contrary, they bid fair to
make very good settlers. A portion of those included under the
head of “Sixtowns,” are better known as Bay Indians. ‘These
came up the Washita in April last, and scttled in the southeastern
comer of the Choctaw country. They have intermarried with the
French, and adopted, in a great degree, their manners and pecu-
hiarities. I have not scen them, but understand that in dress and
appearance they resemble the lower classesof the creole population
of Louisiana. Considering their mode of life and pccufiar condi-
tion, it is rather remarkable that, apart from the Bay Indians, who
are a distinet body, in many respects different from the others,
there are no half-breeds among the Sixtown emigrants,
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' The Bay Indians and other Sixtowns, who came about the samg that restraining influence over a certain cla‘s‘s o'f the popul:s'i!:?n that
1§ time, arrived too late to plant corn this year. Those who came they fnm}crly did, adds, that nevertheless a very n‘:{cf-‘;’l elptr'(:(-'
Y in January last, and in the spring of 1816, are said to be doin gress in industry and gcpora} improvement is manifes ; an .
: tolerably well, Rev, Mr. Wright speaks in strong tenns of the great ane con{:;\qe( l
. The other emigrants that removed during the last year generall- amelioration of their condition. Ile also mentions the gra(b)yv{\g
! ¢ resemble the Moagolushas in their character and habits,  "They di fact, thatthere arc among them many hundreds 9f’pmfess!ng. wis
not reach this country uitil long alter the usual planting sgason. Hamy, “whose consistent lives attest the su;ccrl&‘) (;f lth(:‘lrbc?n‘\‘pc-
i Colonel McKean, who has had charge of the emigrants settle k282 An excellent opportunity will soon )ela' 0T (-}('n, o rst(‘”"]‘fg
? on Red river, as issuing commissary, reports that a very large m hily far the Choctaws are able to he"[’_ﬂ“""s_c wc:s,tw neh, after all,
E jority of those who arrived on the Ist day of April, 1815, ha ig'tle best test of.\hc extent of thm.r unp'rmcnul:l . tded by th
+ o uilt comfortable cabins, cleared fields, are _doing well, and are s The period during which blacksmiths were to le P”’“l' et i yl e
i well satisfied with their new homes.  * Seme of them,” he adis, government is about to cxpire, and the tunel_ls ':Lso’z]it mmr\‘v} en -
. ‘“have planted cotton this season, and I think, as they get more HAthe greater part of !he annuities at present distri uu;' am'or‘rg, thu:n S
b ground cleared, they will still incresse the production of cotton, | Hwill cease to be paid.  Should (llose‘clrculu.l;t:}rfctjs‘s':ml‘x'ﬁ;3. 1 ?g
y as the merchants are giving two cents per pound in the seed.” | HAio make good by their own cxertions thte~( e wungt),\ \\1' ‘;J]n;lsn f
& The Pariiclsl lhl?t alrrivetll in 1816, lhc represents, are in like manner | “Astrong proof that the labors for their advancement are not throv L.
i doing well—building houses and clearing land,  Some of them | Haway. . ’ : A
);' bnvegraised this yea%, more than cnoughb produce for their sub- | ° [tywi]l be seen, by the report of tllclr agent, that the Cltn;(':ka?ws ;?%
sistence, % have also been fortunate in their agricultural operations this year, t

In addition to the advantages arising from soil and climate, they ' 3 and that they are able to furnish the troops at Fort Washita with

&=

47 have, in the inferest on the sums invested for their benefit, an in- most of the supplies required for their use. T!l‘w{ C‘i;‘!l?l’(“"‘"‘;'l "P(i P

ar come well adapted to their wants, amounting, on an average, lo prehiend with good reason—of the conduct of the hl( npt: sl'an Vg

. about $5 each; enough to be of material assistance in various re- 3 other Indians supposed to be connected with 'ﬂl(;)lr'l :;l 8‘;‘30"3 ei“ '"gi .

44 spects, but not enough to obviate the necessity of labor; though ;| § Similar complaints have heen frequently mac e* Zutcl)esucho(;:\;;tz?:t Dok

i 4 Whether annuities are ever of any real permanent wdvantage to | ¥ Crecks. In fact these depredations are c”"?( o Jdy the evil, I e
i Indians, is watter of doubt. There can be no question that large sums | 1 as to call for the most enezgetic incasures l0 remedy ARV j

§ ! of money, in their hands are a source of positive injury. Some : regret to Tearn that the (,h_wknsm‘vs desire so arge a porti :1}. et

% evidence of this is found in the fact that those of the emigrants | 3 income paid them as annuity. They ““j”“‘y "lcl“l"“»,"l" b”s “u)}: é

b 4 who sold their land scrip for money are poorer, and worse off in ° % more than enough for their wants; and it wou ¢ l(.lf:lrtmn ¥ ktz muc

4 every respect, than the » who received no pecuniary consideration - better in every respect if they could be persuaded to make some

g4 in exchange. ~ ¢ They buy no ponies,” said one of the Leaf river. more useful disposition of their mez\ns.lh ' ts for the Creeks and

-;: i emigrants, speaking of the parties that sold, “ no cattle, no ploughs; | No reports have been 1eceived from the l"g”‘} likely to be some

Lt nothing but whiskey and a little calico.” Seminoles. Fram other sources I learn there is likely

disagreement in the former tribe (-oncer.n;ng‘ :::e dlny‘l‘s’:o:n::lf’:(l::z
annuities, which have heretofore been paid to he ¢ M’I;’ i1 not-

as in the more usual manner—to heads of fumilies. The disputes
will probably relate to the amount to be allowed to the chtéfs f)(:r
their services.  Another source of dissatisfaction with th‘e {I("Ie s
generally,is the payment of part of their annun{_ lf\lg?o¢§.l ) ”nlejtr
complain that the goods are not, am_i cannot be, divic ;u fair y,h al
they are never so well suited to their wants as articles pure alsm
expressly for their use by \[a.ders living amongst thew, aad under-
standing exactly their condition and necessities; and, furthennore’,
they allege that it generally happens that the goods do noll{ rearr-x
them until after the season when they are most required. ow far
these allegations are true, T am not able to say. As to the im-
pression generally prevailing, that such comp!mnts emanate ff{mln
the traders exclusively, and not trom the Indians, T am satisfied,
from my own observation among other tribes, that it 1sl'not c‘(:r;
rect. ‘There is a strony disposition on the part of all In: mx;}s tda
know anything about money at all, to wapt whatever may be due

Accounts from the other Choctaws, the “old settlers,” repre- |
sent that their crops have heen unusually abundant this year, the !
season having becn remarkably favorable. It is said that there |
will be a large surplus of corn, and that over one thousand bales
; of cotton will be shipped from the scttlements boidering on the
i Red river. I am not ahle to give you the exact number of the ;
L tribe, the census returns being stil) incomplete; but it is the opinion
i of its more intelligent members that, notwithstanding the Jast year

’ has been unusually sickly, the population is increasing.  The ‘set-
tlements are extending westward rapidly, already reaching 200 miles
west of the Arkansas line. Whether at present they are materially
improving as a people, [ am not able to Jjudge, not having been long
enough among them; though, from the statements of the very res-
pectable and intelligent gentlemen who have resided among them
the last twenty years as missionaries, it would seem that they are.
The Rev. Mr.” Kingsbury, after lamenting a temparary increase of
intemperance in neighborhoods where parties of the late emigrants
have settied, and expressing a regret that the laws have not exerted
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160 CONDITION OF 1INDIANS.

¢
them pnid'in money, and into their own hands, if it is to stay there
only a minute; still they want to see it, to fee) ity to handle it.
This «hs’posnlmn may be laughed at as absurd. Tt nevertheloss ex.
ists; and un Indian is much better satisfied, though he gets for his
money but half its value, if he can feel that it is his owny and that
he has the absolute management and contiol of it. Apnri..’ rom this
feeling, my own conviction is very strong that it {s much l")n:?‘lj”
t

plan to pay all annuities intended for distribution at all in mo'm‘éwé-1

and then open the door to the freest cxmpetition s o Afs,
You thereby teach Indians the value of mm[uey am'; ;l,)':;?lr:n a‘r:«flu'eivs‘e‘
themn some idea of the principles of commerie. Moron\:;r tmﬁcrs
encourage themn to develope their resources, They buy their );i:lcs
tallow, cotton, corn, or whatever they may have to sell, and in that
way, among the Choctaws at least, do a great dea) to p;onmw agri-
cultural industry, "6
The report of the agent for the Cherokees holds out strong in-
ducements 1o believe that the effort made by the gow-rnnu-ﬁt in
184G, to scttle the difficulties among them, will prove specessfu)
It was hardly to be expected that animosities of so bitter and
deadly a character would at once be effectually dispelled; and ‘the
fact that no outbreak has occurred during the year \;'Mch has
elapsed since the treaty was concluded, is of tself a strong proof of
the wisdom of that measure. It is certainly to be hoped that there
will be no further occasion for interference in their domestic allairs
and that the experiment of sclf-government may in their case have
a fair trial, The o%.nmon has indeed been more than once (’.Yprcs'scd
y persons thoroughly conversant with such matters, that there can
e no permanent and effective improvement in any tribe until jt
manages its own affairs, and forms a character for itself by under-
gotng the trials and reverses which States, as well as i’mlividunle
must necessarily encounterin their transition from infancy to mature
age. The signs of returning tranquility among the Cherokees are
various. The cultivalion of the carth, which has been neglected’
to a deplora_blc extent, is resumed. All'idea of a division or %}wan
of country is abandoned, and their present location js re ed o
permanent.  One of the best indications, however, is (he
ation of $35,000 for the ercction of two seminarjes in the neighbor-"
hood of Tahlequah—one for males, and one for females %)f lhr
precise manner in which the money is to be expended Ia.m not in?
formed. Bqt 1t appears to me much better that they sh,auld control
the expenditure themselves, even if their means are not applied to
the best advantage, inasmuch as a degree of experience m!a)lf be ac-
quired by the managem(nt of such matters almost as valuable ag
thl; educal‘lon’ proposed to be secured for their children.
canno’ give you any information concerning the Osage and
g:gi!;‘oail‘!lbnagigges, not having reccived any reports from Messrs,
Very respectfully, your mast obedient servant,
- et SAMUEL M. RUTHERFORD,
Hon. W. Mepiss, cling Superintendent, Western Zerritory.

Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

’
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No. 18,

. Ciienoxre AGENCY,
Checoleee Nution, September 29, 1817,

Sin: In conformity with the regulations of the Indjan Depart-
ment, [ have the honor to submit the following report, in regard
to the present condition and general appearance of matters and
things connected with the Cherokee tribe of Indians, west of the
Mississippi river.

In reference to the administration of the civil government of the
nation, embracing the legislative, judicial, and executive branches,
ne material alteration hastaken place since my last report,in which
I represented the principles upon which it was founded, and the
mode of its administration ; it would, therefore, be unnecessary to
repeat what has herctofore been said on the subject of their national
aflairs.

A short time before my last annual report, a compromise had
been entered into between theifferent parties in the Cherokee Na-
tion, by their respective delegates, then at the city of Washirgton,
which opened the way to a friendly intercourse between the parties,
and the bitter animosities which bhad long interrupted the tranquil-
ity of the nation and the prosperity of the people, were agreed to
be mutually forgiven; by which compromise, the delegations yep-
resenting the ditferent patties, were authorized to enter conjointly,
as the representatives of the whole Cherokee people, into a treaty
with commissioners on the part of the United States; which com-
mission and  joint delegation made and agreed on a treaty, settling
all matters of dillerence between the ditferent parties of the Chero-
Lkee@and the goyvernment of the United States, upon the principles
and in the way pointed out and set forthin said trea(?'. The conse-
quences to grow out of this treaty were lookedto with much interest
by the well-disposedand reflecting portion of all the parties; but, at
the time of making my last report, suflicient time had not ela; sed to
}de\'elopc its practical effeetsy and, indeed, for some time immedi-
‘ately suceceeding its promulgation, things did not present so favor-
‘able an aspect as was desirable, or that could be considered very
flattering.” I am gratificd, however, to be enabled to state, that at
this time, and for xome months back, a much more general and so-
cinl intercourse, and friendly feeling among the people generally,
is visible, than ‘ms been for years heretofore; and it isto be hoped,
that this desirable intercourse and mutual deportment of courtesy
and friendship will increase. The tranquility restored by this com-
ptomise and treaty hgs imparted a general stimulus to industry,
which is visible in the tillage of the soil and the cultivation of
crops of the present season, which ook unusually promising, and
will doubtless afford an abundant supply for home consumption and
probably a considerable overplus. The season has been very fa-
vorable to the production of grain, and all other vegetables raised
for domestic use; and the general health of the country, this sca-
son, has thus far been very good. Upon_the whole, the affairs of
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162 ' CONDITION OF INDIANS,

the nation may be considered in a much better situation than the
were last year, Owing to the partyand political differences whic
have for upwards of seven years agitated the nation, much diversity
of opinion has heretofore existed hetween the different parties in
regard to the propriety and necessity of dividing into separate and
distinct governments, either by a |lmrlition of the country they now
occupy, or by the government of the United States providing a new
home in a distant country for a portion of them, by which they
would be finally separated.

opinion, that the country they now inhabit is considered their per-
manent home as a nation, The settlement of this question has im-
parted energy to the undertaking of national improvement, and
given permanency to their designs, In addition tothe eight public
schools in the nation and the missionary establishments, the au-

thorities of the nation have resolved on building two seminaries,,

near Tah-le-quah, or the, council ground—one for the education of
males, and the other for females, This laudable undertaking has
been embarked in with comdmendable e¢nergy ; and, since the com-
mencement ol the manual labor, has given daily employment to
about seventy-five hands,including mechanics and ordinary laborers.
The buildings are of brick, and will be large and commodious.
The probable cost is estimaled at about $35,000.

When-the~work is finished, it is contemplated to employ reputa-
ble aud competent teachers, male and female, to take charge of
those institutions, where the higher branches of education will-be
taught, and iherei:y the inconvenience and expense of sending the
youths of the nation to distant schools to complete their education,
will be superseded. ) ¥

Within the six weeks last past, there has been several camp
meetings held in different parts of the nation. Those meetings
have been generally very well attended—the meeting held in the
vicinity of Tah-le-quah, very numerously ; and it is gratifying te
be enabled 1o state, on reliable authority, that the Cherokee people,
when assembled at those meetings of public worship, have behaveyl
with becoming decency and order, and that a goodly increase of
members have been added to the church. Native preachers of dif-
ferent denominations, as wellas white men preachers attached to the
different churches, meet together st those appointed camp meetings,
-and labored in brotherly concert to promote the great cause of re-
ligion and morality, and their unitéd labors scem to indicate quite
an encouraging eftect.

In regard to missionary institutions in the Cherokee nation, I
believe there are no changes in the administration or government
of those institutions since my last report. I will barely remark,
however, that the American board of commissioners for foreign
missions have four stations in the 'nation, as I learn from the re-
port forwarded me by the Rev. Mr. Worcester.

The Methodist Episcopal church in the nation is supplied with
two missionary preachers, under whose direction there are five
native, and five white men preachers. The information in regard

The provisions of the late treaty, how=. J
ever, have dissipated that policy, and it now scems to be thesettled . @

sired, I will immediately forward them to the Department,

Al 1
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to the Methodist Episcopal church, however, is predicated on the
report I received last year, :

The Baptist Cherokee mission, I have been informeod, organized
themselves into an auxiliary missinnnr{ society to the mother board
in Boston. This mission supports, by their united efforts, twp
schools. ,

The missions of the United Brethren’s church at this time, I be-
lieve, have but one school in operation in tHe nation, which is un-
der the care of the Rey. David %. Smith. *

It may be proper to remark, that I have addressed letiers to the

following gentlemen, requesting them to report to me in detail the
condition and progress of the institutions under their respective
charges, to wit: Dr. Butler, of Fairfield mission; Rev, Mr. Wil-
lie, of Dwight missién ; Rev, Mr. Ruble, of the Methodist Episco-
pal church; Rev. Mr. Jones, of the Cherokee Baptist auxiliar
society; and the Rev, 7. Smith, of the United Brethren’s church,
have also addressed Mr. Payne, commissioner of common schools,
and Mr. Reese, sceretary of the tempérance society, requesting an
official report from each; but from some cause, I have received no
communication or reports from any of the above named gentlemen,
in reference to the objects embraced in my letteys,

The only report T have received is from Mr, Worcester, of Park
il Misston, which [ herewith transmit. Should the other re-
ports asked for, or any of them, be sent on before it is too late to
meet the wishes of the government, and afford the information de-
I have
waited for those reports to the last hour.

Withi great respect, your obedient servant,
JAMES MeKISICK,
Cherokee fAgent.

Col. SamurerL M. Rernerronn,

Acting Sup. Western Territory, Choctaw Agency.

No. 19.

Curckasaw Acguxey,
September 21, 1847.

Sir: No very material change has taken place since my last an-
nual report; the most important is the arrival of fort{ Chickasuws
that emigrated themselves from their old nation in Mississippi, to
their new country west, and they appear much better pleased with
their new country thar they expected.

A number of Chickasaws, who have been living in the Choetaw
district, since their removal west, have, within the Jast nine
months, moved into their new district, and a number are making
arrangements to move in this winter, '

I feel satisfied now that in the course of a few years all the
Chickasaws will be once more together; and they ought to be sa,
for they have a beautiful countr{, well adapted to all their wants,
with a fine climate, and they will be much better contented; there
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161 CONDITION OF INDIANS.

will not then be that jealousy existing among them that did exist
u few years since, and the unkind feelings which exist between
'l!wm and some of the Choctaws, I think, will be entirely removed.
Ihey will be mere convenient to the place of paying their annui-
ties and their schools, (should they have any.) " They have fine
crops this year of corn, cotton, oats, potatoes, &¢. 'Their supply
of corn this year will be very great, larger than it v,as the Inst
year; their stocks of .horses, cattle, and sheep are improving, byt
they have not succeeded so well in raising hogs as they magl;t- it
only requires a little attention to raise fine hogs in this country.
But, sir, 1 must say that the Chickasaws are improving cvery
yeav in their habits of industry. I know of but few in the nation
that do not make more corn than will subsist them; they raise a
great many fowls, and those that are situated within from 10 to 20
miles of Fort Waskita, furnish it with butter, potatoes, chickens
cggs, &c. The merchants generally get contracts to furnish t)uf
fort with corny but they ure furnished by the Chickasaws, This
year the contiact is for. only seven thousand busheis, the Indians
could furlush_ forty thousand at the contract price, which is 43
cents, but their corn will be of little use to them, as they have no
way of shipping it to any forcign country. Ilad they navigation
their country would be much more valuable, but they can in lhi:
country live very independently. ’ - .
They last year reccived an annuity of seventy thousand dollars
but they have since requested that upwards of a hundred (housmul,
should be paid to them this year. They strongly insist on receiv-
ing the interest on their vested funds yo;lrlf as éunui!)‘ except
what they wish for schools, and to pay blacksmiths, and !zur iron
steely &c.; all of which is agrecable to the 11th seetion of the lreaty’
of 24th May, 1834, between the United States and the Chickasaw
Indians. o
At this time there is no school among the Chickasaws; a yo'unrf
man, by the name of Akin, belonging to the Methodist ’l‘}pi;w-op-.{‘l
churgh, taught school a few months this year, and he had from
thirty to forty scholars; but, from some cause oy other, he did not
suit, or the Indians did not suit kim, and he lefi.  For nearly
three years the Chickasaws have been tiying to make arrange-
ments to have a large manual labor academy, but have failed in
their arrangements until a short time since.” 1 heard through the
Rev. Mr. Browning, that the honorable Commissioner, of Indian
Affairs had made arrangements with the Rev, Mr. Berryman to es-
tablish an academy among the Chickasaws; but, as yet, I nor the
Chickasaws kwow nothing of the agreement; the  cause proba-
bly was the death of Major Armstrong, the lasi acting superinten-
dent west, which caused a suspension in business in that de art-
wment. I' presume that I will shortly be informed on the su,)jecl
by yourself. ’
The Chickasaws have great anxiety to have their children edu-
cated, and what is most astonishing, the full-bloods show as greal
a desire as the half-breeds; but they are all very anxious on this

i
.

N i N
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all-important subjeety and T am in hopes, in a few years, to sce at
least three large institutions of learning in the Chickasaw district.

At this time there are no preachers of any denomination in the
Chiclkasaw districty which T regret very mueh, for there certainly
is room for some of these good peopley il rubjects for them to
teach the everlasting truths of the blessed pospel,

The Chickasaws have been harrassed by the Kickapoos, and some
of the travelling Cherokee horse thieves. The Kickapoos were sent
out of this country in 1841 they got permisiion from the Creeks to
settle in a part of their country ; they go evers fall to the State of
Texasto hunt,  Hunting is their occeupition, hut from the best infor-
mation b ean get, they commit depredations upon the citizens of
Texas, and upon the Mdians south of Red River. In a letter I re-
ceived trom Major Neighbors, agent for the Texas [ndians, he in-
formed me that they had stolen upwards of two himdred mules and
hoises from Texansand Indians,  The Kickapoos are furnished with
an outhit of powder, lead, anl other articles, by the merchants that
are licensed to trade with the Indians vorth of Red river; they
generally get those articles on o eredity, with a promise that they
will bring in their peltries in the spring.  They do bring in a good
many peltries, and they bring in a good many horses and mules
also; and, as they tzavel through the Chickasaw country, they steal
horses and kill the stock sometimes of the Chickasaws. This
hunting band of Kickapoos, I think, arc as void of principle as
any Indians can be. It would be of great benefit to the south-
western country if the Kickapoos and Cherokees could be made to
go to their own nation, where they could be controlled by their
agent and chiefs. The command at Fort Washita has been so re-
duced (which is now only a part of one company of infantry) that
it is impossible o kecp those roving banids out of the country, or
to keep them from going into the State of Texas. T am in hopes
that in a short time a company of dgagoons may be ordered to the
post, but, as it is, every exertion is uscd by that diligent and most
excellent ofiicer, Brevet Major George Andrews, United States
army, (o render me every assistance in keeping every thing quiet
on this frontier.

T'he public smiths for the Chickasaws have all discharged their
duty fuithfully this year. As another report will be made by me
during this winter, I will close this. '

Very respectfully,your most obedient servant,
A. ML M. UPSHAW,
United States Agent for the Chickasaws.
Cor. S. M. Rurnerroun, .
Acting Superintendent Western Territory.
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166 i CONDITION OF INDIANS.
No. 194,

Creex Acency, November 9, 1847,

Sti: In conformity with the regulations of the War Department,
1 beg leave to submit the following as a veport of the condilion of
the subjects of this agency,

It aflords me true pleasure to be able to note the continuyed ad-
vance of the Creeks in all that pertains to civilization and enlight-.
enment. It has been vevy truly remarked that the' progress of In-
dians generally, in the arts and habits of civilized life, is so ek«
tremely slow, as to scarcely attract potice, even through a course
of years. Tn our first acquaintance with them we perceive them to
be a wandering predatory people, subsisting upon the results of the
chase and the spoils of war. In emerging from this state, we still’
observe that they are disposed fo evade most of the laws and prin--
ciples of civilized life, addicted to vice in its worst shapes, and
averse from, and prejudiced against, all that would have a tendency
to ameliorate their condition and reform their habits,

In my first official acquaintance with these people, in 1838, and
but a shozt time after the emigration west of a considerable portion
of them, they possessed the character of an agricultural people—
not always, indeed, devoting their time and attentiop to farming
operations after the modern manner, but still roducing by their
labor a sufficicney of corn and other vegétable p'%oduclions for their
consunmption; some of them, the wealthy slaveholilers particularly,
raising large quantities of surplus for sale. ‘I'hey were, however, at
that time far from being a happy or contented people.” The natjon
was divided into two parties, each rivalling the other in animosity
and bitter hatred, excited with jealousy tmﬁ discord, ‘and requiring
great exertions ‘on the part of ‘the goverument officers 1o prevent
bloodsked and bring about an amjecable understanding. At that time
very few'of them could be said to bhe exempt from the vice of drunk-
cmness,  Carousals, frolics, and gambling could be daily witnessed

inall public places, b{'all classes and sexes.  Prostitution and pov-- -
1

erty abounded, and the former was so general as to cause several
portions of the nation to acquire a notorions fame. Religion was
scofferd at and made a mockery ofy and all ¢fforts that were made to
introduce schoolsand education provedutter failures. At that time
an individual appeared to be moved by no other incentive but that
actuated by nature, for food and clothing. Iad he money or valu-
ables, it was quickly lavished in the indu gence of ardent {iquors or
lascivious pleasures, he baving the assurance that after all was gone,
his gun (game being then abundant) would still produce a further
supply sullicient for his wants. Now,a wonderfully visible impreve-
ment is apparent, Gradually, and as the game has disappeared, the
Creeks have been taught the advantage of placing their dependence
upon theirskill and labor. Blessed with a country of abundant ex-
tent, well timbered and watered, of fertile soil and of comparative
healthfulness, offering ever facility for the rearing of stock, and for
the following of agricul(ura{pursuits, they were ultimately persuaded

-~
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' ' ‘ : ich 8o al-
ize that which they so bountifully possessed, and whie (

{353;;1? tempted lhem}to change their condition andhto be(i,on::.a:;
sober, steady, and industrious community, seating themse vg o
their homes, sendered permanent to them b the aSS\lu'?n'ce [ he
government of the United Stalcs,‘:\nd appreclating anc cn_]'(t)y_mg all
the comforts and endearments of the social circle, Solll ]s’tathe
this is the picture I have to present of the Crecks gcner? y S't‘ N

resent time; and, moreover, as their moral character and conditio

‘ \Eas improved, their mental capacities have increased as a conse-~

T v ious of the advantages aceruing
nce. 'They have become conscious > a 1
?’i;‘e(hem fromyreceiving and encouraging rchgton.anf'edpcat}onf
upon which subjects they feel a great interest.  The pre_]u(ilcc.:s ‘())r
werly indulged agninst the people of the United States have ei
come extinct, and the fostering care and kindness of the gellmera
government understood and appreciated. At peace among “}:m')-
selves, and upon the warimest expressions of friendship wlth--then-
ncighliors—-—wi'th all the elements of ;irolspentty t‘iro‘u;go;h‘(;m——t ey
nt every appearance of a happy and-contented ’
Pr;slcn::ntionczi il}lmy report of last year that the C;e(‘el(ts \‘%oeulg;ag;
: ; t proved to be,
large surplus of corn left for sale ; so it p ;
1;00,8%‘)0 busgels having been exporte}:l fron: :helcolmt‘x‘drya,n?i (l)(glgg
i vhi £ hased for shipment to Irela
A A I that about 1,000 head of pork
foreign countriés, It is cqmpute(” a },{ AN ek
s were sold during the winter. The large stocks o - OWn e
{:;)'%;\e“é;eu;cs have at%racted the attention of drovers from M\ssol:m,
Iilinois, and Indiana, and several hundred head were sold Eo them
during the spring and summer, Thelcrol[))s (lif thelpxl'es?!:)gt %,e]e:lr ;z&:
i the extremely backward spring
e e o el i ft as f) those of last year.
s >ty not so much surplus will be left as from ] -
;:la“r);;;,u?nbers of pork lfogs will be offered for sale during the ap
aching winter, . . i . i
Pr?\;uch {xgnay be said upon the subject of whiskey; I \;i\llt, (}lmtw
ever, confine myself to a few remarks, I made it my first duty,

“upon the reception of the Commissioner’s letter, accompr.xqu I;yzz.
- copy of the late act of Congress in regard to the sale and intro

duction of liquor into the Indian c(‘)umry, to mak‘((z) l:ﬁg‘:nmt)l'\edz&:‘r;?
to the authorities of the nation, and to express
mination to rigorously enforce it, 1thhIou‘t respigc;r;o‘iﬁf;s:):s{imit
be proper to remark here, that 1 have, fr : ’
iggirctl gssill‘luously to convince the chiefs that muth, 1ffnot z‘;llclz
rested with themselves to sup[irets?s the tr;de}éemt,g bes;))asi;\:ads by
ceeded as to cause, three several times, a dec "
i i lestruction of all liguors tha
the general council ordering the dest v ors th
jecti hment of a hundred lashes
Id be found, and subjecting the punist
fx(;))?:r: all who w,dght thereafter introduce it. '%;hetz :‘?ns‘qq\;lexlx):?é:'a:i_
: i it w ; e hig
for a short time, none of it was to be seen; bu h
it, in conSequen;e of its searcity, was too great a temptation zgsg‘le
ctip'ul'ny of some of the chiefs themselves, and others pq:sis :inq
great influence, who immeiliately entered into the h'ade,han_ 'iI:xmthe’
tained the monopoly of it until it became known to td ?ie i the
habit of parsuing it as an avocation, who again engage .
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is brought in by the Indians exclisively, who send or'take eanoes
or boats into the State; obtaining their lading about ni htfall, they
immediately depart, keeping under the high banks of "the river to
eviide notice ; when they arrive at home it js safely serreted, and
sold out by jugfulls to others who attend the gatherings, and who
retail it out by the dram. Many of the chiefs, and all the enlight-
ened portion of the community, have expressed pleasure at the
exertions of the government to remedy this evil, and have assisted:
me in ferretting out and destroying several barrels,
eral council passed a resolution to co-operate with me in prohibit-
ing its introduction, and erdaining its destruction wherever found,
I'am, however, I regret, not prepared to say that there is no liquor
in the country ; that there is some I am convinced, for there are
many who have expressed themselves determined 1o keep it, saying
that they are a free people, entitled to their privileges equally with
the whites; “ and should the sovernment build walls around their
country as high as the trees, they will still find means to bring
whiskey to all those who wan it,”

I have to notice the arrival in thejr new conntry of thirteen self-
emigzant Creeks, with their negroes, &e. They Lave expressed
themselves delighted with their new homes on this fertile soil ;
have raised excellent crops and are now vigorously engaged in
forming farms. The most of {hem have enjoyed excellent hex!th 3
they are all of the better class,and will add, from their experience
gained by a long residence among a respectable and. enterprising
white community, much to the growing prosperity of the country,

The school at'the Presbyterian niission has continued in regular
and successful operation ﬁuring the year. No detailed report of
its condition has, however, been furnished me,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

: JAMES LOGAN,

: Creek Agent.
Hon. W, MepiLr, :

Commissioner of Indian Afairs., .

r————t ——— '

No. 20.

SeMiNoL: Sus-Acescy,
September 30, 1817,

Sir: In compliance with the regulations, I herewith report the
condition of the Seminoles.

They are at {)cacc and on good terms with all the surrounding
tribes, although there is considerable jealousy existing between
them and the Creeks ; they apparently believing that the Creels
are over anxious to bring them absolutely and entirely under the
Creek laws ; and the Crecks, on the other hand, distrustful of the
disposition of the Seminoles to submit to such restiictions, as the
consider by treaty, they have a *ight to impose. However, I have

The last o
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no anticipations of trouble between them should a propelr cour‘se gi‘

policy be adopted by the Creeks, which I have no right to dou
-. i e. .

" l'}‘lhcbhl(l’.gillh of the Seminoles has been generally good, and I think
their numbers rather increasing than otherwise; but ﬂ.‘(:()l‘l'('l!‘t r':e'ns:)s
not having ht-]cn “'kc'l". as clmm‘-m )l-"l((:ll,'l]tblb;:I]l])OSSlU,C, as yet, to
; ] itively any thing about their numbers. ) )

is}‘}ﬁ"cl’gls':,ll:; h:)n-c gcun \.f:xr'» abundant, much more being raised ltl.mlr;
will be required for the subsistence ol the tribe; in “'wit’ I'Lun :
they will bear a comparison, os ugru:ullzu"xsls, with almost alll)
tribe on this border.  Their ;~rops mnzlsl ot {ff)l‘ll, rice, potatocs,

kins, groundnuts or goober peas, beang, &c.
lm!llellxz-\llm:n?uf Jast year fi-us, inlu measure, unsuccessful, :md'ls:lle

“Indians have not,y in so great a nwmber, engaged in it this fall. ) tt:
debts which they incurred for_goods preparatory to going out nsr
season, have not yet been entirely extinguished, and (lllc pncc'o‘
peltry,at present, holds out but poor 1.ml'|u:.cmcn'ls to the Eunter, par
ticularly where game is as seavce as it is in this counlr)'.‘_ did not

The goods, &c., furnished per treaty, January 4, 18.10,_ l"tlm')
give that satisfuction which was desired, although it-relieve l?l:
wants to a considerable extent. They complained- of the ';lg‘ra
quantity of strowding and such other articles as cost hlgln. e){
wish stch goods furnished as will be suitable for the \\omﬁn and
childrem—-blankets, linseys, domestics of ditferent kinds, and com

1 prints,
m?ll‘lu!)' also complain that there are balances of.;rl:o;lgy,'uwlerh?:g
treaties, whichl; ir np: annulled by the war, are still due, and w

' ask may be paid. .
lh%g'l.‘n‘issll{(cly cyontinlucs to be introduced into the country; in faﬁt :,h(é
late law has considerably animated the trade, from the belicf tha
it would now be worth more, the danger of introducing it being
enhanced. My own opinion has ever been that the lnt\l' does rno.l;(t:
injury than good, aside of the policy of passing lf\ws W ucbt cafmt‘he

‘he enforced; and it is im rossible for agents to kccll)) it Ol.lt ;)n
country so long as the Indians themselves desire ilo ;mg l'f -

“The subject of education is thou tht about as litt e of, as ll L was
only intendedl for white people.  They feel thcmsc'l\.'eﬁ, and des c
to be considered, as decidedly beyond the pale of_cnllv;lahon, per-
fectly satisfied to walk in the ¢ footsteps of their pre c;qsssors;
showing, as far as mental improvement is concerned, ;}lp !hos?l] ei{'
in being satisfied with their present state, which, consic {irlnp?r ’:)us
being human, is truly astonishing. Other people l}\a e seri ts
charges against Providence for their mlsfortune‘s,‘tf(;;xb es, or wants,
but the Seminoles never accuse the ¢ Great Spirit” of dox.nglﬂtn).r
injury, but give him the credit side of the account, and leave Ista
hutkee to answer for the debit.

% [\] L *

Respectfully submitted, by your most Obedient;\sl‘fni&)‘{]]t\’(AL,

Seminole Sub-Agent.

L

* * * * *

To Hon. W. MepiLy .
° C(:)mmt'ssioncr of ’Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
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170 CONDITION OF INDIANS,
No. 21,
‘ ' New Yorx SUD-AGENC\',

Ellicottville, September 30, 1847
tbg,?'}?o’ng'r] }l17:rr:\l:-?3f(i:fs::’;)(;n2‘;gltl’nu'o"s of the Dcpartment, I have
condition of the Indians within ?hc) ?illlni:th%mtcmcm D aganebresent

Very little of change in their geral
p!ape since the date of my last rcpor"L Durin
visited each of the bands, except those resilin
;l)’:::'t \\,;:\s”abl;z‘ to observe but little alteration i their
their,agri‘sn()l,nmmlmn nf A gradual improvement and progress in
el | rro;s't} 1ra , pursuits.  The season has been highly favorable
i Mg_, o n}:m' maturity of their crops; and the aggregate nro-
e su,mis'ennc;xcs} must gn'a(l_v-(.-xccc:(l the supply re(;,uirmf for
spirit of bind|lstr$'~—s)?g)|nth;"1}r‘1):fy é‘:‘“ll‘::f"!:"f ﬂtmon lrI e la A
spirit of ind - k adua., at 1s true, but still advane-
1:'?%[) l‘)“c]l):g? ;: manifested in clearing new !ands,,enciosilnlgq&‘c?gfd
Tth Dette th:;cos, and erecting and repairing both houses and
itk l:omcs andrea as:fﬂi?ioe‘:;tbelxlx‘p]ff)wo'f“a:]l)mos cwho have not comfort-

! as ent s ' e necessaries of life.

o f‘nh;: rce(;)ng:-lthl?agto;m?mr/if)d!oo's is labout the same as atfihe date
a ar, increased interest is likely to arise
:'fag(:;\g(lb;ot;‘];e!g,' tthmugh appropriations that have rc)cctr?ll’;'"?)i;:
e b the ,ﬂ e of New York, ,for the purpose of huildin
houses and r{;p 0) l’ng teachers. At St. Regis and Onondaga, these
pouses successﬁnl ] roﬂ’d)" erectedy and in each of them schoz’)ls are
S Suscess! U operation. A house will be erected the present
erom i O 'a a;lgus, and one at Allegany the ensuing summer
with 1l so“n‘«ls ]t s provided by the State, Among the Senccas,
Cellgtnt ety for the 1t ot o the mare enfghiene ond i
t « hief spe of the schools, and the subj
;)su:;gsc:;s:i chs,;:usiscd among them of appl()printiag to edncaligﬁﬁ
{ ¢ whole or a large part of their lost annuities, shoul‘d”'

at Tonawanda,
prospects, and

they succeed in recovering thetn through the agency of the cont-’ § .

)n!;‘s}:on].aflﬁtlnoriged by Congress at its session of 1816,
e l:f\‘: ‘I)[ ci:vll)" t\l:at existed at Cattaraugus last Year in relation to -
he la ew York, passed in 1815, for the protection and im-
{)c eut?r(:;t of the Sleneﬁa Indians, I am hap-y to say, appears to
Y removed. At a recent council held there' for the
el 1) ¢ ere fi ay-
:]x:otnl:e?: :::!;)\;)xtxef, I obsc'n'(;’(; that the dissenting uhiefs,‘::‘;)rtr!;fri!;?nyg
er many valuable meny had enrolled (hei
e T, oy oF Inan) eny had enrolled their names under
e *¢ present participating in the proceedis
z{;:}r;)tm?,f ::?(;,?ﬁ:);razgi'ﬁﬁ'o“ feeling prevailed dluring th;g;.ztirt
X ! #ation, In pursuance of the act refe '
:}g};;i;zg& \:Iewcg;:\g)“iﬁ,' andfu;\der circumstances highly fal;r:gxlt»fé
i atiol inciple ivi
tha‘;:ffa'i{s N Indians.l ol the principles of civil government to
- 2he Lonawanda band still refuse to ] i
D ] eave their reservati
to accept the annuities which arise from the sale of it, 'i“hzh()og':l;:

«of this sub-agency, -3
circumstances has taken '3
the summer, I have’" K

f
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Companf' have, however, sold parcels of it to diffevent individuals,
and twelve or fifteen families have settled upon it under such pur-
chases. In attempting to settle upon this tyact, while in the posses-

sion of the Indians, many unpleasant contentions and controversies

haverarisen, involving serious consequences, and resulting in com-
plaints in our criminal courts. If this mode of settlement is con-

. finucd on the part of the purchascrs, these troubles must inevitably
be increased, and assume still more serious aspects as they progress

from time to time. The company claim the right to enter upon
any portion of these lands which they find vacant, by virtue of
their purchase; and the Indians insist that no purchase of the lands
has been made that is binding upon them, and that their possession
of a part is possession of the whole. They express a willingness
to have the whole question tested in a court of justice,and to abide
the decision of any competent legal tribunal. At the same time,
they declare that they will not be driven off by the company by
force in the manner attempted, and will defend their possessions to
the shedding of blood.

It is of vast importance to the Indians, and to ali concerned,
that this controversy should be ended by a settlement of the dis-
pute.  Until this be done, the Tonav/anda band cannot be expected
tn advance in the same proportion as their other brethren. Theig
time is engrossed with this (to them) absorbing question, and their
cnergies are directed towards warding off or counteracting the
efforts made to remove them. In these efforts are absorbed a very
large portion of their annuities, so much so, that of their share of
the permanent annuity for the present year no part of it was
distributed to the people. In the meantime, their schools are
neglected, and, for a considerable period, none has been kept within
the boundaries of the reservation. ~ Aside from providing for the
support of their families, the one great businéss vt their lives
scems to be the adoption of means to preserve their homes and
lands, and to annul or defeat the contract or treaty under which
they are claimed.

¥ do not feel competent to suggest a course proper to be pursued
wider these circumstances. I regarded it as a duty to present the
Taets to the Department, and have done so in the hope that some
vemedy may he devised for existing and accumulating evils,

Some time in August last, ahout 94 of the emigrating lndians,
who removed west a3t summer (184G) in the charge of Dr. Hoge-
boom, returned to this State, leaving some ten or‘twelve to follow
this fall, after they have gathered and disposed of their crops.
The whole number who emigrated, as nearly as can be ascertained,
was 186,  Of this number 82 died at the west, 10 are yet remaining
there; and of those who have returned 20 have settled at Tuscarora,
and the balance at Cattaraugus. They are all, I believe, with
scarcely an exceplion, in a destitute condition, and many of them
are yet suffering from disease. They are.(most of them) quartered
with their friends, and are kindly treated, so that gheir wants will
be cared for, and no actual suffering is known or believed to exist
among them.
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172 CONDJTION OF INPYANS,
There is yet an unsettled difficulty betyw
and the Ogden Company, in refation
provements,
{)elwcen the parties, in connexion with the treaty of 1838, but
without-the intervention of the government, I um not aware that
the Department can have any control over it, or that any sugges-
tions on my part are necessary in regard to if,
it may be compromised without serious diflienlty,
The population of the tribes within this sub.
increasing, and apparently keeping pace with
cumstances.  As neatly as 1 pow
present as follows:

their improved cir-
can deteryine, they number at

2. ..'l"l‘l'il'..l'.'!.tt..Ill“tl..l.'..l'.l" 2’700
St Regis.coeis vunes, e e ie e s e 457
Onondagas..............,..... 0" L L P 375
Tusearoras, ... ,,... e et it i e, 300

Oncidas.oooer.iviinn...... I 210
Onondagas residing with the Seneeas. oo i, 10

Cayugas residing with the Senceas, aboutcuuviy uuuas .. 60
Oncidas residing with the Senceasyabout i vuvies.nns, 30

»

L A I R

4,272

All of which is respectfu'ly submitted.
‘ery rvespectfully, your obedient sevvant,
W. P. ANGEL, Sub-agent.
Hon. W. Mepip,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

No. 22,

i
Torrey’s Trapive Housk, June 22, 1817.. .,

Stx: I have the honor to' submit for your consideration the fol.’
;awing report of iy proceedings and observations since the 16th

ay.

On the 22d of May, I arrived at the principal village of "the
Comanches, which was situated about one hundred miles north of
Austing the village consisted of about two hundred and fifty lodges.
All the principal chiefs were present, with the exception of Santa
Anna. The head chicfs were Pa-ha-yu-ca, Mo-co-cho-copie, and
Po-chan-a-qua-hiep, with a large number of the rincipal men and
warriors. I was met at some distance from the vfllage by the head
chief, and rececived a very friendly reception. I remained in their
village three days,and was treated with the utmost kindness during{
my stay. The day after my arrival I held a council with them, ant
explained to them’ fully the action of the government in relation to
their affairs; also the « ctermination of the Department to do every )

cen the Tuscarora band
to the valuation of their im-
As this diflicully results from a contract entered into

f hope, howevery,.

‘, :
agency is graduallyl

i |
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thing necessary for their benefit and welfare; which proved gene-
mtll;):xf‘;lgis{?\?ot?lk [ had the treaty read and interpreted to them ;
they appeared well satisfied, and made no ol\)echop ;o anyl otf}‘ its
provisions, until I explained the amendments, and informed them
{hi\t the 3d and Hth articles were stn(')knn out, when tl.lere were
g\rong objections on the part of the chiefs to any alteration of the

-a-qua-hi ala Hump) said : I can-
.priginal treaty. Po-chan-a-qua-hiep (Buffalq said )
» w:)ltg:\,;;rlcerlclm{ the 3d artidle in the treaty shall be stricken out, for

that article was put in at my request. For nl(.n.lg.; lllirn‘}"a)gtl(i'a:‘:{lza‘r}),e
people have been passing through my countl';, ; u)) 1']‘1‘ c
game, and burn the country, and trouble me very mu\c V. l:e cc:mf
missioners of our great futher nmxmscd to keep thuge, people r?u]_o
r country. 1 believe our white brothers do not wish to run a line
\O»E:v:c(»u uz because they wish to settle in this country. ”I object
to any more seltlements. [ want this country to hunt mn reaty
Pa-ha-yu-ca said: ¢ We all object to any alterationin lle lr‘u\ )i
The men that made that trealy were the best mIcn‘ we tm(", hmt“
when we made it, we considered it all good, nml’ (? "O't“'i‘ °
alter it now. ‘'The ﬂﬁrdl m‘hctlu ;\:us pl;_t l:l) ;tmlpx‘: 1equest of my
inciple wi ie e pratection of wy 3 ) ‘
lmlnt]xp}\('u\l\\zrl cl}(;ltl‘;crl(:lrl'tulh'l that the «lteration made no differ ence
in the ‘gcncml haarings of the treaty ; and for thmy sn;]\{:{achonlr;zadl
your letter of instructions as far as r‘c!ntg}«l to ”l(’llA‘ a .l;r's, z!m( 'lfl](‘
it fully interpreted to them 5 after which lhcy.appenre( to .()e \\'Ln
satisfied. 1 find that they are violently oppn‘»{wl' ‘,0, any ex ensxqf
of our seltiements, and much annoyed h;y\, an \'l);) suspicious (;{,
any persons that visit their country. I'hey made m:lm) 1emlatr] s
about the heretofore proposed line to be yun betw een trxe)'n a'n'(l “i
whites, and wished to discuss that matter, which ['lslns \;01‘1‘(‘ ‘ca(t
te warm words, as they appeared mueh excited when .t e .xlu )’Jl(!(!
was broached. T avoided all discussion of the r‘unl]l:-r', ﬂn«“\: en
Ahey wished to know how it wonld be adjusted, I'tol |f} );.‘m ) r'meﬂ\:l
mothing in relation to it at present, but {ried to s:;hs y (t]mm 3 on
gssurance that all those wmallers \\’n_uhl hp: S‘(’.HI.CI y’fl lC' g;'()]‘q‘}li
apent in good time, and-to their entire satisfaction. ey finally,

after inuch talk, agreed to defer all such matters; and, by the time

our council was over, all appeared in go:)fl h“m?.r’ta»“‘d1}‘!?;1"8?:‘
themselves to do all inlthl‘:xr %ml\‘\'er to carry the treaty into cffect,
i y its several stipulations,

a“i}'oarhi(llxz ll’gsl“f;:'c:nonlhs (ln!r settlements have e_\'tcrl\dcdrvery rﬂ\-
idly, and, unless checked, will continue to dqls‘t? 5, at sn‘,l roq(\:::h)
large parties of surveyors pcuc’h"nlc mnn)'r miles 11? o t;c %‘0 mm):.
now occupied by the Indians. lhesc_mmlcmel‘l.ts e‘ep‘ he ‘ l)less
ches and many other tribes in conlinua (~x(,|iem(,nt‘, .\E‘ﬂ\n ess
some measures can be adopted by the ])cpm:ll_nent' toe xlgc \(t'hs ",.
veyors, it will finally lead to serious difficulties. rom esl,
causes the Comanches are in a doubtful state of qu;’elneifs, 2\:5
there is no telling how soon there will be a enerall «;ut r;:at tnhm e
them. ' The present laws of Texas do not ac nowls(_ ge ; ad l:ims'
diaus have any right of soil; and those persons holding land ¢
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contend that tho{ have the privilege of locating wherever théy
choose. Under these circumstances the Depirtment must be atvare
that the agent of the Indinns can effect but little towards prevent-
mg‘those persons from going into the Indian country. ’
hese parties do not in any manner interfere with the Indians or
molest their property. They confine themselves entirely to survey:
ing, and treat the Indians in the kindest manner whenever they
apyroach them in a frjen\ly way, : R

ba've watcln_qd their movements narfowly, and can see notl'“"frf:'
wherein they violate the treaty stipulations with the Indians ;the

o

only cause of dissatisfaction being a jealousy on the part of the In-
dians that they will have their hunting grounds taken from them.
The Comanche chief (Santa Anna) talks of these matters with more
intelligence than any of the other chicfs, and is devotedly attached
to the whites. e says if the other chiefs were better acquainted
with the whites, all probability of war would cease; and that he
does every thing in his power to induce them to remain quiet, The
other chief are very jealous, and accuse him of having sold himself
to the whites, &c. He recommends that a delegation of from fif-
teen to twenty of the principal chiefs of the Comanches be formed
at as early a period as convenient to the Department, to visit Wash-
inglon and other parts of the United States; and is decidedly of
opinion that such a measure would do more to socure their friend-
ship and ensure peace than ten times the cost expended in presents.

I am decidedly of his opinion, and would respectfully, but
earnestly, recommend its consideration to the Department. '

" Pa-ha-yu-ca, one of the principal chiefs, accompanied me to this
place, and I gave him some presents.  He left well satisfied.

On the 30th of May, I arrived at the village of the Caddoes
I?HICS, and Onadakoes, situated on the Brazos river, 46 miles from’
Torrey’s trading house. 1 found everything perfectly quiet in thir
il They are cul-
tivating large fields of corn, and appear to be in a prosperous con-

dition. The village consists of about 150 honses, built of wood anid- ‘i

covered with grass. I held a talk with the chiefs, and found eve y-
thing in a healthy condition, From the frcquentdeprcdationscgm-
mitted by the Wacoes, Witchetas, Tah-wah-ca-roos, and Keechies
I found it necessary, at as early a day as possible, to give them m_):
altention; and apprehending great personal risk in visiting their
villages, well knowing theirhostile character, 1 applied to Captain
Howe, commandant of this frontier, for an escort of rangers for that
purpose, and to assist in recovering horses that had been stoien
from our citizeus, as I was informed by good authority that there
were a large number of stolen horses in their village. Captain
Howe refused to furnish me the escort required, upon the grounds
that he had no orders to send troops into the Indian country. See-
ing the great necessily of action, f)detcrnlincd, at all risk, to go to
their village,and accordingly engaged the services of a small part
of Delaware Indians—six in number—to accompaiy me, Y
On application to the chief of the Onadakoes, he sent Pow-iash
secoud chief, with six of his warriors with me; Jose Maria, the

_ against the
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principal chief, having been thrown from his horse and badly in-
jured, was unable to accompany me in person.

On the 10th instant, we arrived at the village of the hostile bands,
and, finding that the friendly Indidns would sustain me in any mea-

- sures I might adopt towards them, I determined on the boldest

course as the best that couid be adopted. Accordingly, as soon as
Ahe chiefs could be assembled, I made a formal demand of the horses,

. ,and threatened them, in the strongest terms, if my request was not

mbmplied with. After much counselling among themselves, we were
“ipyited to a council in their village. We attended the council and
‘were treated in a most friendly manner. Our council lasted four
days, during which time all matters of difference were discussed at
length, and the following conditions agreed upon:
i 1. That they were to restare all the horses and mules, &c., that
had been stolen, both from the whiles and friendly Indians, since
the treaty was concluded between them and the United States Com-
missioners. ,
2. That they are not to steal any more horses or mules
from the whites or friendly Indians, or commit any act of hostility
whatever.
3. When all the stolen property is given up they are to
be entitled to all the privileges of the treaty that they had violated,
and shall be entitled to the same considerations as other tribes that
are friendly with the United States,
In accordance with said agreement they delivered up 46
head of animalsywhich were all that were in the village, the largest
portion having been driven to the main Witchita village, which is
situated on the Witchita river. The chiefs present immediately de-
spatched men for the horses, which are to be delivered up in the
course of the next month. The Keechies, on my arrival at their
village, immediately delivered into my possession seven head of
stolen horses, which were all that that tribe had stolen. They also
yave many proofs of friendship in the assistance they gave me
acoes, Witchitas and Tah-wah-ca-roos. Tae friendly
Iddians that accompanied me (Powiash, Ionie and John Connery a
Yelaware) gave me great assistonce, and, by their untiring exer-
tions to efféct o friendly arrangement with these bands, gave evi-
cence of the friendly disposition of the people, and their attachment
to the United States. 1 have great confidence in the durability of
the present friendly arrangements, and hopy the Department will
not in fulure be troubled with ¢omplaints of Indian depredations
from these bands.

Having in the last month visited every band on our immediate
borders, I can at present detect nothing of a hostile character, or
that would induce me to apprehend anything like a general out-
break from any tribe. The depredations committed are confined

almost entirely to horse-stealingy and I am confident that, in a short -

time, if the Department would*allbw me to call the assistance of
treops for the arrest of said thieves, and bring them to proper pun-
isbment, our frontier would enf'oy perfect tranquilit{.

At present none of our wild tribes are under the influence of
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176 ! CONDITION OF INDIANS,,
.moral obligations. None consider it criminal to ste
they have no punishment for such offences. The :L?l:ol?il:rdi? 1?1?:
chief only extends to the personal influence he may excrgise It
therefore devolves entirély on the agent of the government to brin
these thieves and murderers to punishment for such offences wheﬁ
it becomes necessary. I find, during the time there was no resident
,agent among the Indians, many vexatious disputes have arise
among the different bands—one between the Caddoes and W:tcb‘c\\"
on account of the Wacoes having stolen some horses from 1:,.
Caddoes. The result was that the 5mhloos killed two Wacoes, one
of .ll’lCl?' a chief that visited Washington last summer. Al‘tef
lx)x:;:;.l lp;rltsi%l;.sslon I have settled the matter to the sutisfaction of
I have used every exertion to settle all such mat
happy to say that I hiave been geneially successful; :utlflrsa’t ‘;::2«3::11
see no cause of dispute among the different bands, | would respect-
fully call the attention of the Commissioner to the necessity otl' em-
ploying a biacksmith for the Indians. I found, on iy ar)riv't) at
this point, that the Indians were much dissatishied on :w('our;t of
the blacksmiths refusing to do their work as formerly. I was com-
z)eiled to have their work done, and have agreed with Mr ‘Sutlon
one of the smiths appointed by Messrs. Butler and Lc\\'is') to do
the work until the Department could advise me what cou )
mli)pft 1;1 relation to that matter. t course to
. ind some of the bands very destitute of clothing ]
Instances they find it difficult {o subsist by. hu]x?ltjl;)l:g, ?l!;:lcl?o::;?:
ches subsist to a great degree upon horses and mu)os, They all ex-
pressed much anxiety for the coming council, as they c\'peé{a ood
supply of clothing. "I have done all in my power to h‘nprets gmn
lhexil th'e.nccessny of settling down and “making corn, and hglve
}xds;:“:‘ng fnﬂu‘cr.ce to encourage those that were already engaged in
'l‘lne'_Cad_docs, Onadakoes, Wacoes, Tah-wah-ca-roos Keechies
flrl;d “Cll(:hlllls are making corn this year to a considecrable extent,
,)m:lc“"g(.)manchcs, Lipans and- Ton-kah-was subsist entirely by
At present all the tribes require constant attention if i
reserve peace, will require that attentien for some tilimslig’(;cfuzzb
romn their great ignorance of the habits, mariners and customs of
civilized life, they are very credulous, and are liable at all time
he]}c(l.astllz)ly by designing persons. : mesto
aving been informed, since my arrival at this poj in-
tention ol the goveinment to usla)l;lish immcdiatcl§’oi:"lti’ng{otfheo's':s
on our Indian borders, this will supercede the necessity of an psu -
gestions from me, as I am fully convinced that no other mér'lsug
1s s0 well calculated 1o hold-those bands that may have a dis‘posi?

* tion to depredate so completely in check.

I have the honor to be, very res i
pectfully, your obedient servant
HoBT. S, NEIGHBORS, '
Colonel W, Moia, Special Indian Hgent.
Commissicacr of Indian Afnirs, Washington, D. C,

(DA Oy e

bgtnin

can S e g et ey

e

e

TR

.

CONDITION OF

No. 23,

17

INDIANS,

Avstin, Trxas, Avgust 5, 1847,

Sww: I this day arrived here from the Camanche country,after an
absence of three weeks, and hasten to inform you that diﬁgcult'ics of
a serious character have occurred between a band of that tribe and
the surveyors employed by the German colonists.

The particulars, as far as I have been able to learn, are as fol-
fows, viz: About the 13th of July, ultimo, a party of Camanches
made an attack upon four surveyors of Mr. Hays's company, and
have eitlier killed or taken them captive into their country, 1In-
formation to this eflect reached me by express from Colonel John
C. Hays, commanding on the frontier, whilst on my way to the In-
dinn country, the 16th of July, ultimo, requesting me to proceed.
iminediately to the Camanche camp and sscertain the facts whether
they had, or intended to commence hostilities.  On wy arrival in
that scetion, I learned from the surveyors that immediately after
the occurrence, the Camanclie chief, Santa Anna, had went to the
different parties of surveyors and notified them to leave that coun-
try, as his tribe would not permit furthet surveys to be made,

I found that the Camanches, a few days previous to my anival,
had, with all their families, horses, &c., started north for the
“Grand Prarie.”  With the hope of overtaking and pacifying
them, 1 followed in their trail about two hundred and fifty miles
above the settlements, but found that they travelled with such
speed that it was impossible for me to do so. I was accompanied
by Jim Shaw and a small pr.rl'y of ** Delawares,” who deemed it
imprudent to advance any further, should there even be a proba-
bility of reaching them in any short time.

I have taken weasures to open a communication with them
through the friendly tribes, and hope cre long to be able to lay bo-
fore the Department their intentions. From the best information in
my possession, the ditliculty originated in a great measure from a
fatlure on the part of the ¢ German Emigration Company” to com-
ply with stipulations of their contract, by sending their surveyors
further up than the point agreed upon—the Camanches being at all
times jenlous of any encroachments by the whites, and much op-
posed to the extension of our settlements. From information de-
rived from other friendly Indiaus, I learn they have been induced
to believe by some few renegade Indians and Mexicans, residing at
or about San Antonio, that the whites intend to deprive them of
their whole country, and we-> preparing to make an attack upon
them; which, T presume, was in part the cause of the diflicully and
their precipitate flight from our borders. Being apprehensive that
the dicposition of our citizens to extend their swrveying in that part
of the country, until recently, alone frequented by thewn as their
hunting ground, 1 considered it proper to call the atiention of the

Departinent to that subject—which Idid in my report of June 22—
and had hoped that before any difliculty transpired, I would have
been advised what course to pursue, or language to hold to the In-
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dians regarding the boundary beiween them and the whites. I am
now more fully convinced than ever that our friendly relations with
them cannot be maintained permanently until that question is
finally settled and put at rest. Believing that the Executive of
Texas might check the surveyors and prevent any further rupture
or difficulty with them until the Departinent could advise me on the
subject, I to-day conversed with him relative to the matter, but h

assured me that there is no law that would authorize him to exer
cise such authority; yet he suggested that it would be welly and n¢

doubt have a beneficial effect, for the Departinent to notify the sur

veyors that such as persisted in their encroachments on their hunt-
ing grounds and the Indians, that hostilitics would be alone be-
tween them, and that the consequences would rest upon those thus
intruding. As soon as I can sce the Indiang, every exertion will be
used to pacify, correct the erroncous impressions made by design-
ing persons, and induce them to await the further action of the
government. I have learned cince my arrival in the settlements
that some difficulty also occurred between some prairie Indians,
supposed to be ¢ Lipan$,” and Mr. Lewis and his party, who were
bearing despatches from Colonel John C. Hays to Major General
Taylor, the Indians having attacked them on the # Lorado’ road,
about fifty miles from San Antoniv, which resulted in the death of
three of the Indiansy and Mr. Lewis being badly wounded. They
whipped off the Indians and succeeded in reaching ¢ Lorado.” 1In
consequence of this, and information that they had stolen property,
Colonel Hays despatched a small party of rangers to the ¢ Lipan”
camp, who, finding some of the property, atfempted to recover it,
when the Indians commenced stringing their bows, and gave other
evidence of a disposition to fight; they were fired upon by the

rangers, and one or two of them wounc!c(?; but they, with the bal-

ance of the band, made their escape.

These * Lipans” have resided on the Rio Grande end Nenees
during the past summer, and beyond mmy contiel. [ have sent fo
their chiefs to mect me at Torry's trading house, and hope, oft
the councily to induce them to occupy a position- within my reac;
so that they may have proper attention, and be prevented fro
committing any depredations should they be so inclined. So fara
relates to these charges against the Lipans, I do not vouch for their
correctness. Up to the present time all other tribes in Texas
evince the most friendly disposition.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
ROBERT S. NEIGIHBORS,
Special Indian Agent.

CONDITION OF JINDJANS,

To Colonel W. MepiLy,
Commissioncr of Indiar Affairs, Washington, D. (.
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No. 24.

Srecial Ixmax A6ENCY,
Torrey's Trading Mouse, Septamber 14, 1847,

Sir: Having this day returned from the Indian country, 1 have
the honor to submit for your consideration the following report of
my proceedings and observations, since the 9th of Augnst: .

Having failed to see the Camanches on iy previous visit to their
country, as reported, and apprehending serious difficulties with
them, unless the evil influences under which they were laboring at
the time were removed, I determined to use all the maeans in my
power to open a communication with them at as early a period as
practicable. For that purpose, op “die ]0115 of August, I started
for the trading house of Messrs. Torrey & Co. When about sixty
miles west of Austiny, I fell in with the main body of the Ton-ka-
was, who informed me that the Camanches were located on the
clear fork of the Biassos river, about 350 un‘lg-s west of Austin, 1
found the Ton-ka-was, as usual, perfectly friendly. T arrived at
this peint on the 13th of August, and finding that thre presents for
the Indians had arrived at Galveston, mrulg the necessary airange-
ments with Messrs. Torrey & Co., for their transportation to this
I also entered into a contract with Mr. George Barnard to
ovisions necessary for the coming council.
mpieted by the 20th, on which day
1 started for the Camanche country. On the 23d, I arrived at the
village of the Caddocs, Tonces, and Qnadnkoes. I had atalk with
the chiefs, and found them all pcr'tcctly peaceable and friendly.
Phe drourht has been excessive during the whole summer; and al-
though the crops were very promisingin the early part ?‘ ‘(he A?Q?_
som, theve was a perfect failure in the corn crop. They comp a!r;
of great scarcity of provisions, and their chief, Jose Maria, saic
that it was with much difliculty their people weve able to subsist;
the tribes were necessarily much scattered in pursuit of game, and
ofler means of subsistence. 1 found alsa that large Qllilllh".lef of
~hiskey had been introduced among them since my f;)rn‘\.m visit,
which has in some degree disorganized them.  These “i ians are
very fond of spirits, and it is withhauch difficulty that I can get
cuflicient information from them to arrest the trade. ‘The chiefs
have now pledged themseives to give me information in f9turc,
that'will enable me to stop its importation into their country.

On the 28th, I arrived at the village of the Keechies, a‘b?u} 11'70
miles above this place, where I found a considerable body of In-
dians of the following tribes, viz: Keechies, Cm\does,\[onc(:s,
Wacoes, Tah-wa-caros, Wichitas, and some few Pawnee xlallx‘m.\ s..
They were assembled for the purpose of holding a grand !n‘etllcuu,‘
dance, whieh was in full l<‘)p(-rah(:ln at the time of my arrival, anc

i or four days afterwards. )
Co?l}::::g {hc Indiansyresiding in that neighborhood, viz: t_hle Kee-
chies, Wacoes, Wichitas, and Tah-wah-caros, (whosedvﬂ &:g‘e is
about six wmiles further up the rivery) in a ver‘y contented and hap-
py condition, they having made fine crops of corn, beans, pump-

place. d
furnish the supply of pr
These arrangements were all co
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130 SONDITION OF INDIANS.

kins, melons, &c.' '\'_\'c were treated in a very kind and hospitable
manner by them, invited to their dance, and furnished with what
provisions we vequired. They appeared very friendly, and in (l‘u:
several talks held with them during my stay, cxprcsséti themselves
willing to abide by the friendly arrangements made with them whe
I visited their country in June last. e
) I can as yet trace no act of hostility or theft to them since that
time. The only point wherein they have failed, is in the dcliw; '
of a large portion of the stolen property.  They make many excus -)'
on that pointy and still detain a laige number of stolc‘n ’l o'rz o
which can only be recovered by a resdrt to force. llm‘in: nx:‘\i—
:t;trucuon}‘s lol that effecty T have thought it best to et ti!;nt lmz::t
“(crl r:?lh(:)srtit“xtty.prlsvm, provided they do pot commit some othe
I would respecetfully eall the attention of the Commissioner
an act of rascality whivh transpired in the Wickita village (’». !“
tailed to me by the Wichita chiet, Tah-wah-kee, or Wl;i.i‘r- )(‘:f ‘ R
soon after the visit of the detachment of the l'nit,t J States (h“]l(;.)'” .
from Fort Smith to their countiy. A trader fiom (h(‘-‘Cl;nvt::?\( -
tion (whom 1 have since learned is named Dick llnlinn,)lnroyej '.“.mn.v
panied the dragoons, and remained for the purpose of u"u;irdr ~'l:l|.-
the lngllans. He was at the village at the time of lhc‘ 'I‘"ll.ll‘;"‘;l t
the chiefs, who were despatehed for the stolen hoises in I‘lllnt (T‘ou:)-
try. I gave the chiefs a paper certifying their intentions, and }
copy o‘f thc"n creement made with me by the chiefs of lh;" \:\'i 1 |)
tas. The Wichitas wishing to know the contents of the paper, ga : :
it to the trader to read to them. He told them that thl ]n n,rg :
quired them to deliver up only ten good horses and %l‘x}n' th,«:.'
might keep‘anrl_ sell the balance. They accm‘tlingh" bro.u rh; Lill bu)t
ten head of animals. I have since been ereditably in('mﬁwd that
Humphreys purchased a large number of horses and les. )
thtﬁ}ndmns at that time. and e from
e were detained, on ace 'y rains g i
several days at the K’evclfi‘c‘ 3;’1';;:;5, ]::f::l‘ 2)'1.\‘1;‘1: ;:l“!n::lgh '\\'a{;r, !
cho-ko-pee, (01d Owl,) 2d chicef of the Camanches, \\‘:.lh, L'(\"-P")i
clu:ls and a la;gc party arrived at our camp. o Fevert
s soon as the usual cere r of smok ‘as ov
menced a talk, in which \\’(l-n?:l)l)'ofli:lcflunsl;::lgll:::nz:l'l‘s(‘r’ll“'(cl“l””-
::nslrl{l{;ight“from their usual hunting grounds. As lern:?cip?l(lcfln
e difficulty was caused in part by mi ing with the
surveyors of the German colmllists; f)u:n;frl}::‘clie[::ll‘l‘:dl:?gf”\l‘:("u‘ lh)v
sentations made them by the Mexicans atthe town of :S"w;1 ;\n:(;p"( i
From the best information that I am able to acquire f.rmn tl (-"lw'
dians, there is a considerable party of Mexicans at that pl:wou\\'l:lr:
ix‘r(’:_oppns.e‘d to t.hv. Umt_t:d States government, and are doing Al i
heir power to ereate disaffection améng our several bands of 1
dians.  Although T huve given that matter my annlim; 1 have -
()l’sztztle:l)xg:;al'::fé {‘mm ll‘m”grout caution with which llwy’ lmv'e m;:j
attacks, and the many jealousi rrewi
unseitled state of our Indian aaniZs Jwil]h u\\'lhcischgllo)‘n“::g tﬁns of‘lhlc
to ascertain the names and exact location of the oftenders soutents
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Mo-po-cha-ko-pee informed 1ne that one of his war chiefs visited ¢
San Antonio, about the middle of July, and saw a large numher of i
:‘\

ably Colonel Hays’s regiment. The Mexicans informed
bitn that these troops were raised expressly to make war with the In-
Jians; heimmediately became frightened, and returned to camp with
the startling news. About the same time, Mo-po-cho-ko-pee, with
another party, met some German surveyors with a Mexican inter-
preter, who informed hiw that the whites were about to send troops
into the Camanche country, to kill the whole of them and dispose
of their lands. Immediately on the receipt of this intelligence, al-
though himself and Santa ;{nm\ did not believe it, and used all
means in their power to prevent any iovement, the whole band de-
termined to abandon their hunting grounds, and located themselves
beyond the reach of our troops. They disavow any intention to

commence hostilities.
On the Gth instunt, I asse

troops—prob

nbled the different tribesat the Keechie
village, and held a conneil with them; when [ announced to them
e arrival, at Torrey’s trading house, of the presents promised by
‘Leir President.  The announcement was hailed with general satis-
faction; and the several tribes have agreed to asseinble at this
place, for the purpose of receiving them, at the full moeon, 25th of
Neptember.

The Camanche chiefs, Mo-po-cho-ko-pee and Santa Anna, have
given many evidences, within the few last months, of their attach-,
ment to the whites, and their determination to abide by thestipula-
tions of the treaty. About the middle of August, a band of about
600 Kiowas, on their way to this fiontier, were met by the Caman-
ches at the elear fork of the Brassos. Tle Kiowas avowed their:
intention 1o commit depredations on our scitlements. The Caman-,
ches immediately interfered, and informed thew that the whites were
their Iriends, and if they committed any act of hostility, they (the
Camandhes) would make war upon the Kiowas; this induced them
1o fall back. After the Xiowas abandoned their hostile intentionsy
they expressed a wish to attend our councils, and make / treaty'
with the whites. I should have brought them in if they had been
within a reasonable distance, but found their \'illaﬁe to be on the
waters of the Canadian, and _my other duties would not udmit of
my going so far for them. The Camanches informed me, that if 1
did not go in person they would not attend the council.

Notwithstanding the many rumors that found their way into the
newspapers of this country of Indiun depredations, I sincerely be-
Jieve that our frienaly relations with the wild, or prairie Indians
generally, are on a finer basis at this time than at any former pe:

Biod. There has not been, to my knowledge, a single act of hos,

tility committed within the limits of our settlements, and but on

act (the murder or capture of thesurveyors mentioned in my repor

of August 9th) within the limits of this agency since my report o

224 June. !

1 have had inforration of depredati

Grande, but the Departiaent mnust be aware that anagent can exer

ons committed on the Ri{ !
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GNe B0 dnflucnce oy those bunds, who 1isis tie
troops on the Mexican ftontiv.

These reports hive prosente tHhe fiendly fnteecn; o, and eanh
dence that wauld otherwine | ve existed bty pere the frdinn. and
our frontiy setthere, apid i e with the utmont eXertion et ] has e
been able o Witk thew; i, Qarty by i the

vieinity  of o

kl 4'!) ;J‘ o ;l("'ln
timits ot the setdene s bt o day <ince the 160 ot July.

I would Fespevtially 0 (he attention of the Depitinent 1o et
fact that liige guantition o spicits pe repuliely intiadudod qno

I
[N

our wild Fudjuns by the notings tesiding ¢t of Red Hiver.  Whit.
#t the Keechie village, o PALY of these traders, (siy men in At
two whites, Roly. Wit.., dud son, e Below, spand s cne Uy

Indian,) wyived At tbat plas e g shout (0 eation of o Wiy
quantity of powider ot ), wobo E hed wa farce 1o et thegg o
induced them 1o 1, ‘uric withont L) INENTE RTINS e by
eRiNg 1o e 1, Dnddeans b eias i e ;

death i they commendrd .. trade,

Alsoy on the 1 instanty 1 fel! jnowirs, (N CORR RN O W

with xix kegs (30 alfons) af Whiskes, fon tia i wil s (e 00 e
and Tonie Vilige) which'T o jged s destroyed P Do s
disposcd to thinl | e Cone e, it

o pleased it (i Commisiog,, werkd give e s,
tions as 1o the mann - Ntoproreeding iy occ kg

In the absenee or W3 Jaw vesnlatings ¢ R L TR L
baids, awl the serion . dishienlties attending he fnvgadeging, s
dent spirits into their comnteyy foahe ' b compellad, fop self-pe
servation and Proteetion of e front e, cettlens, toate b witl 1he
traders in the most SN manner, Not wishon s 1o SOt
full notice wax given ta )} concerned, ) have, thus g, confined
myself to the destynetion Of the spirits, snd warnin.: (. otbende:
of the consequens oz of the cocond oifenre,

Since my Jast Teport, the tanwing POmpahiveg ordo g foy o,
fronticr defence, bave i pived at their seversl wation., Thete ory
two companics Stationes oy the Brassos river, nom his tradin .
post.  Captain Ross, wha i jn Command, s usipg veryactive jgen.
sures to arrest the traflic ip whiskey, and (n prevent evit dicpose
persons from going into the Indiay vonntry, The most fiiendly
undcrs(anding exists between the Indizns and troops; anl althonal,
the fatter have hee, scarcely 2 month an the frontier, the effect oy
their presence is very pereeptible, in the perfect quictness and yen.
eral good conduct of (1 Indiaus,

For the infoimation of the Department, I deew it moper (o state
that the principal way chief of the Cumanclies, Buflalo Humyp, ix
still in Mexico, on a foray, with from six to cight hundred warriors,
He crossed the Rig drande, near the mouth of the Puren, about tle
first of August; since then, T am unable o trace his route, but
learn that he designs visiting Chihuahua, Parros, and surrounding,
conniry; on his return fo attack some of the fowns on the Rio

. Grande, probably San Fernando, or its vicinity.  One of his avowed
intentions, is revenge for the defeat of 4 party of Camonclies, near
Parros, by the Missouri volunteers,

U
BN ::H'[ lx';' the vy

'
ot

N I Te M .
ittty ot

s,
RIARE

ot .

y 133
CONDITION OF INDIANS.

] 3 hase not been
leati the $th of August [ : '
AN ‘mmmmllml“'nn\l?: [ o infosmad by the € am:\n(vh;‘,s,
H Y M VALY . & ! L ] o ;
ablic b e ”" o X S Apaches. whu, at present, are lo
that they have yoined a band of Apa o e Rl
;‘ L on the Rio Pureo, about 400 miles '.\‘wl\\ .I. '}'“ o open ®
o ' il s over, take measnres 4
s connet! s overy (¢ :
PR as the present conne X e e Mt ey
o ;::::‘w:i"hh ‘\\'ith them.  The Camaanches assure v
€O ai? X A ]

o3 hostile intantion, ] iins swere el seattered,
’M\"f “l(',x o that the ditfercat bomds of Trdians w €1eIng .l T
iy tutely nevessary to caaplov one additiona : ‘
it became absolute );u ;\ Ay 9 'l"‘ﬁl'l!‘)““n“' 1o bold the cmm;x‘g

| : ¢re as 4 o
faring the time the hollans we . L e iR
; lHH"_f} iHI therefore, off the 20th August, (mx“,ﬁ.\ L"kg during the
Williru inten eter tor the Caddoes, lonies, &e, rit e
Willizue, as interpr X i meat with the approbation
" il, whieh T hiope will medt v
tie of connaily it H

e (.“m"'.i“’m“.'r" bbbt B ahibe) dunng the votning c_(;u:‘.
PRy ;‘si!m}"\li \lmr likk- dividoction from the w\'om\‘(r; JLS“,
ln:‘ 1i” w“:?.v‘“n::\‘?:'i{\ \\l'ul\\'!‘nli\ /0 ovil influences that have bee
K [ 4 e 1 I . = .. by , ) S A "
f‘vy,‘.‘m_vhg to bent on owr wihd ‘T“.lf'.‘::""_‘r :::::: ugestions at present,
b 1"5“}‘“.' "'\::i‘r}"\t‘.l‘nlui\.\ltﬁ \‘\'h'bn all matiers 'i\}‘luirtnl?.l';gqlt\?
e "‘.'!"‘_"’ h\ n -n‘x'nl' e¢ tor the preservation of peace \H\“l-,'\d
it "“"'}“”“‘ "““. Y ‘*"'\' costderady and the ‘?"\'(‘h’hll!(‘llth 2
witd tribes will be prope .  Bolutecly an Pm.-u.-:,bh:_ o
\‘» x-,‘ye:}»rrtl;xil_\'. ‘\mxrf:!wdu‘nt ;wr\'fm )
ROBT N .\'El(i”l?()!l.\,
."‘/'Et'?'d! Indien .‘Igt’ll(.

betere the l):-}:x:mn'nl" @t
T have tie honor ta b

Th Col WL M
(a0 i Iy

HIE

Lo cllaive, Washio st DO

N STATES Spno 14 Fronay Aneney,
. UNiTeo Neates Ny i1 Octobrer 12, 1847.

D I} } <ub t YOour o I.\A‘ i 'ld‘ion the fOl‘
X S t oy (Vi 1 y K

0‘!}’ : ) )Afl\'} ';)I!' honrr 1o ;!l ]Hl‘ | o vations siuce

awine DO ot N ('I‘\‘\li"Q HE Y 4“)§, rvation: s1 € “lc 14”’

‘u Vg \‘(‘ 1t t my )4

Sente : - . tion of
Ollbipllln ll?\‘;\;( with the contract made foi the transporta
N accords 3

. . .9 " September.
¢ Indian goods, they arrived at this point on !h‘( .l'\}: O\’viﬁtf\x the in-
theIndia &'. , \h,c contents of the several packages Mr. Barnard
()". (;mnl)"i““‘:\ih them all correet aud in good orclt-'r. )H.cs of pro-
e ?"el rromptly in furnishing tlm_nccessnr) sﬁlps ‘everything
aleo comp d at the time appointed (the 25th Septem S had '\{ready
ww,'r:s,r::‘"‘\:li;mas and imost of the b:m.ds of In:lmns wd 2
Nesern {ylcd for the purpose receiving thcu: prest’l‘l Si could not com-
ass’:l\‘{m several bands having been much s‘a“?rf‘{'- e they were all
o :)l d::sh'il)ution until the 28th, by which m;‘ llowing tribes
merce tile ted, there being in attendance the fo Onadahikos,
well ve):lres('f_‘y. ! The Camanches, Ionies, Caddoes, o the
‘{Q'd ‘3:: sl%e‘elc‘h.ies; Wichitas, Tahwaccaros, Tonkahwas,
ul ) '
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bands of Delawares Shawnee \ . :

also some few Bclugics, ;(:l(e[:f;,:::l '(l-"ilj‘r]t;kc'cs‘tjhf{( reside in Texas, U pence bostility; in farty the great fears expressed by almost all
_There were also in attendance 0 cons?;‘-"'l.;1‘)(’,”'“'”\“ R ; the bands of an intention on the part o1 the whites to commence
. citizens, with Lieutenant Colonel I} P (“”ﬁ ’ (.,”"mb"". of our - wat, show plainly that ahey do not wish 6 engage i a war that
g frontiery and several other oflicers On the gty commanding this . ey o/ know 107 be profitless; and Lam convineed 1hat, if the In-
53 assembled in council, and ()¢ tr;-a!)' ‘-'cr':d””‘f ”‘.V “h-""rs were all v dians can possibly avoid ity we will have no Ludian war at present.
‘ }‘ xeveral bands.  Also, the views c'nm;nh;v:) },:m" '.'.'\,Ph,“"m’ to the  ° These ieports are vireulated by designing pecsons to serve their
7, nications, so far as was deemed wmost pro ! your several commu- . gwn ends, and it s greatly to be regretted that our public journals
§ of our peaceful and friendly relations lwml"“l)lnr !hc‘mnlulwzmcc é should give them publicity, as the cireulation oy sach reports is
§ ¢ estimate that could be formed ”'l‘“;\\'cr'l "_“'"‘- }‘mm the best T Gell calenlated to prevent abat friendly intercourse that wonld
' i about 2,200 Indians of al) :')usw(-c ~\; plesent at the council otherwise exist between our frontier settlers aud the several Indian
B counlefl sirly chicfs of the st'\'(-:-ai. b,“! :‘ f’"!:',l“’lt' 'mnnbcr were vands.  Althouuh these reposts keep our border tribes in constant
4 § fewer in number, in proportion to the ,‘”,'msl;' he I(“_”"m}t'h('s are excitementy 1 bave no fears of their leading 1o a genersl outbreak.
¢ any other, although three ot of the four oer of their tribe, than 1 bave been abley thus fay, to contend successfully with all such
g attendance, viz : Pa-ha-yu-cu _\[n\‘ yer ‘,,:',:_‘{,m"(:”m" ”“?:h‘ were in evil imduences. and from the many pledges given e during the
R PO*C}lauaﬂ.quadmilu the’ pr;,,({;'m; ‘“.‘“,'\, ; f"f"l“'z and Suanta Anna. counvily 1 teel confident that they widl have Jess weight in future.
B! Mexico with most of the Wirtiors, was “J v betng on a foray in I also endeavored, as far as practicabley to carry into effect the

Y . u‘ndan.('e from this tribe. o e eouse of the small - views contiined i your cosmumunication of 2d of August, and have

i During the counci} § avoided as mich ws possil . carefully avoided all promises vor the tature, and discouraged, as
of land matters, or questions of LOl‘"‘;T'," f’”‘s"’”"" any discussion much as [ dee ned it proper to do so, all expectation of more pre-
again of the intention of the Do "H“l'-‘)t,l '“.f‘ assured the Indians cents. | have endeavored to have it expressly understood that they

4 all matte~s,* and that the «,.,“.m]‘,m‘,' " Y f"’ tham justiee jn necd not expect anything moie until some further action of the

. matters in proper time to their vug’irc :‘z]lli'"’;‘f.t.;}‘ ould settle all suqhy ' sovernment in the matter.,

‘ attention particularly 1o countersetin, »t‘h isfaction. I directed my As evidences of the friendly dicpositions of the Indians, T would
have becn brought 10 bear on the .,,.‘.f,"‘,..l, ; ,"m*") evil influences that respectfully eafl the attention of the Commissioner to the “talks?
monthe, and, as far [ could, 1o ferret m:;”:‘)s within the last fow : of the principal chiefs, which 1 have decmed proper to forward
been practising on their eredulity. ¢ persons who had with this report. During the time the Indians remained at this

I found, from conversations had with the several chiefs. thi place, they conducted ihvmscl\:\-s‘ i such A manner a3 to inspire
chiefs, that the every one present with the beliel thar they were sincere in their
many professions of friendship for the govermuent and citizens of

! - s
ai:'llznnéli;:z;ll:rs!gz;f::;ﬁy \l\":tcs\(i::ti?cd by lf-[,,- that had been cireulated
a . ) ‘Mexiean restdents of San Antonio. «
pgrt}:)e;esrg;lltlr:::;zdi‘ot: Indians that visit (he prairie tri:;(:":?(,sr‘otl;fz
w“ying of tri iu;mcjdiv‘.)(rfnf.'”‘)'u,',y by_t)u:(;vrnmn emigrants who are
the, Camanche \Indians. The three il yY BOW occupicd by rreaty.
e e sIndinns. h Sh,;;],;c l'"”f"'l""' (‘)”d.s of the Ci. 1 would respectfully call the attention of the Commissioner to
coloniste, had tafors.t e t‘hnt uwr‘ ' an ::g;_(-nt of the Germen the great searcity of provisions at present among the several prairie
exas were for the purpose of making roops raised last swmmer in bands.  Ahmost ¢very tribe have made complaints of the ditheulty
Tncas wero for the p gm‘w“mm; defl '\\ax! on the several bands of they have in procuring the means of subsistence. 1 cannot see
reonpg et the gt rernment d “'f?';f( to have them all mas- how they are 20 subsist during the present winter.  The bands gen-
s fall. About the 1st of Sep- erally achaowledge the necessity of turning their attention to farm-

the United States; and  cach principal vhiet pledged himself, in
presence of the assembled tribes, to ussist the agent of the govern-
ment in ecarrying into tull effect the <everal stipulations of the

tember Santa Anna, with g s !
he passed through two o;‘ dtiz?:girlxﬁifj’ ﬁnﬂml for San Antonio, ) g, and could be induced to de so with little trouble if they were
told that ke would be put to death it“}l 5 tiements, and was again : rovided with the means, and guarantied their lands. They will
ments, and other falsehoouds el Ca;g‘l‘llsllte](“he A merican settle- ' {)c obliged to turn their altention to agricultural pursuits for a live-
consequiente was, he returned with tlated o alarm him. The lihood, as 1 e buffalo and other game have almost entirely disap-
he was anxious to go for the pur 02"' }-‘s'“."g San Antonio, where v peared from our prairies. .

purpose of seeing Colonel Bell, as he ’ I have eadeavered to encourage them in farming as much as pos-

sible, and hove promised to assist such as wished it in procuring
sced, &e., for their next planting. I have considered it my duty to
discourage, as wmuch as possible, the small bands of the tribes re-

. Wlih,(legotuogzssg;c };‘lm of the friendly disposition of the Camanche-
, been greatly alarnhz(:)m;itl iiteners Jave several times this suuiner

1§ nefous shnor of gl EUSPAPE of T Bave i

; have been considerably associated ?{h am unable, (a though I siding cast of Red river from passing through the country occu-
| the whole summer,) to trace any dj With the several bands during ] pied by the prairie Indians. Iin order more effectually to put a
¥ disposition in any band to com- stop to these proceedings, T held a council with the bands of
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1ese teibes that attended ¢} i !
: . : e council, and notifie . .. . . .
! must cither return (o their tribes (,:, settle in 1}(‘””,”'“1 that they & o lite, to woich they are pravabially partial They must have .
. : ! soug TP . . . SO ;L
] Ul’f—i? could be lield responsible for their acts te plice where F Aheir sensons for 'h!'mllnu. 'f(-.r mwaking sugas, for attending to pay-
) fte Delawares, Shﬂ\\'n(‘(’s’ and (”'l'l‘nk(-z-v' b : s ent, and fos visiting.  When they go forth on any of these expe-
. . ! § AVQ Aorep . b S LT ”
Y and plant corn the next seasor, aud 1 think ) reazreed do settle § gitions, aff the mewbers of cach fanily go: consequently, the aper-
b_cn(.-'ﬁcn:\! In inducing the wild band. to ﬁer\”:; ‘.”””"""" ,“"“ be ; ations of the sehool must e suspended untit they return.
. . . = R . MY e\ . v N . H
distributing the presents, I endeavorcd, as fay a wn ‘.’P",““l’“‘- In B volony, when at howe, are generally veiy regutar in their
- 3 « as < g f o . » I > M N
\ tribute themn to the several tribes {H':'}mnim “lm‘:‘ pley Lo dise 15 t aance upon public worship twice on each Lord*s day, are neat
R o ‘ ‘e . N . o . o
; ;uul as (hc‘ number in attendance was not so groat "Q '.( n ’n\}l\ﬂ)ﬂl’; ol in their appentance, sud secw to pay good attention to the services |3
. deemed it most PIOper not o make anv weteris ) as 1 anticipated, 2 of the resident teiwcher andd missionacy, who preackes the Gospel to
i } mllglnnl purchases, any watertal wddition to (thae them by an interpreter, comducting, Lowever, a good part of the 33
expeety during 1} . i worship in their own Jangnire ’ ' iy
. y . AR {., 1e present f!” RN L o . Eoowaorshty . ] R LR, o ‘\,&Q
: riors arrive from :\]l»xiclo,) “d!'ﬂ:p31?1'4',\:4:”:-;“?0 ‘:',‘ ( ananche war. The bishop of the diocese has Tately prooured for the mission a ;‘i
e i 3 ¢ “ \ . N N . B . . 3 5T
: I.( will probably be NeCessay to make some ”_m_i:‘im‘"“"1".'4-hnu,\,, sel bt very fine toncd ovgan, with which the Indians are much ‘r} :
K some presents, and the small balance of the ! o give them pieazcd. By means of this, the chiads of e ehureh are performed é,:i—f‘
y Yy used 1p provuriny provisions when b _‘ "P“f”l"”"""‘ "‘““,}:U L L theds own tongue,or, in the woids of the resident misstonary and W
: agency for the purpose of transacting t}::xi “"“‘1[ bands visit the . tacher, e argan Lins been made to speak Indint” ' : ;v
é ¥ During the whole time the fndians 1o ¢ '"‘ M. The health of the band sinee the Jast report has geneially heen g
d utmost harmony prevailed, and they ,l,m“l_‘_';, ,"‘_ ”‘" plave, the good. Thic ay be wetribated i no cmall doeree to the disuse (&
f?]\'('s well satisied with the !r(v::'m(fm;'1()::(f'),_"‘ expressed them- waong them of ardont wpisies, With very few exveptions, they o
| X I'he demand for provisions ap eared to 1 Y receved while Lere. Lave kept tiemselves e fron diunkeness oo the whale of the B
49 pated. Althouch | oexeceded !”'L ‘ "0 )!(- ‘,gl’r:ll(-r than was satjej- past yeat s
: . x¢ e estimale AN & e A . 233
-y pounds of beet—I wis not morn than ,:,),(“l(:{""““;-‘ abont 20,000 Phe bund - at peace amony thansch esy;and pave made considor- b
- . .. ‘ > N NPT ' . - y - D A
fy By the Sth instant, the severy) bamids had nl} “,"I") the demand. sble sdvancement i the practice! knowledage of ayricalture, Abont B
it wnting grounds, and we haye perfect :', ““ departed for their sty aeves of thain hindd ie under geed improvoeent. They bove + Rt
| Heel fully assured that, unies< the hnli-nf:l'\(n ,:‘I:SS oy T Cbeatieg fad vory fine crops, the Jast ¥, e potatoes, corn, wnd widat.,
. . . - : H ne . . r $rp PN N - to. -
i with, we have nothing to fea; for the filtre. mproperly inferfered huovisiting then hatss or retber, 1should say, thiels Lhouses, (Tar
; Fhave the honar 1o be, vary H‘s‘p;:(-u““: vour bedi vosny of them have very cemformbie Tog dwellings,) T have been
; A 1 ur obedient «oevant, crenrised at the quentity o3 cain anid vegetables 1 buve seen laid

ROBERT 8, 'SHH:HB()HS,
Noeer fern
(:UI. ‘\':,{. :\r! I L) ‘”r "/ l”({'”‘ .II'{“])’.

Comamsig : ; .
Cirteeer af fndive lfuire Walivaton, 0. ¢

vp lov winter.

The resident teacker and missionary is very kind todhem, visut-
g them in their sickness, counselling them in their difficulties,
amd exerting himself much to promote their best temporad as well
as spivitual interests. The assistaut teaches and interpreter is not
hackward in carvying out the instinetions fie receives from those

No 9 those duty it is to divect him.
Yoo 2o, The deaths during the past year have been »ine. vig: s wlalts

‘81)0)'( Q[ I /[ ’ ] ' 4
1 . B ahnty lé,‘ Suyper ] lendcui L} t ] i t
Y ( ! / 7, s { tedene eyt 0 (e O h 0 ()“ T
naans ot [/'l( res U.O[ wn s ”‘l’l m e / N " :' /é . o
J d {, aQ Gy 7 ‘y (AT A)[((’L (l/ .![(‘('/}l fun

and f4ree children.
All of which is respectinlly submitted.
PO, COMMING,

8665004dd

g : o

. 1 o The present numbar of Indie .. Superintendent by the appoiatment of Rt Rev. Sumud A, AMeKos- "
Capdls | charge of the l’r(‘)tcc(ant' F-:-l;h(m"‘,‘"m[‘rls!ng the band under the kry, D. D., of the colony of the Otown Indians of the (Iriswold i f)’
L5 and whe receive pay f“nu‘{;mc;l’;?_( r(nh)l:“}: l"f”l!e S{:_\m of Michigan, mission, Michigan. o .t 4
§ﬁ;< : one hundred in rment of the United States, § il
Wi o« e d and nine. Plates, is To the Hon. W. Mrornr., i
§§ o Bives of cihen who attend school yarl Comuissioner of Indiun Afvirs. ] ié"
Py twenty-dive. It js ox linoly dih scheol vartes from five to : * ik
o the children to (1. Neeedingly diflicult to sccure the attendance of é {}!‘
. _ this, varioe, rpqs(:’t;ssfsj(}n: l;)f instruction devised for them. For . B
U be found to be. (e 8¢ e assigned: the principal, however, wi
‘) d to be, 1} , yhowever, will
1 the indifferens’ O;e:;‘;m):f)lm‘gness to learn the English langliage;
| pavents to the subject; the wandering mode '
" ! - )
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188 EDUCATION AND £CHOOLS,
No. 27.

Graxo Taavenrsyy, Soplondier 16, 1847,

I have just returned to the station after an absence of three
onthe, T left the station to attend to the publication of some
translations 1 have been making for the use of the school and peo-
ple.  The sehool has been kept in regular operation during the past
year, with the usual vacations. The average attendance has been
about 30. I herewith send a roll of the names of - those children
who have attended school, with their age and their state of improve-
ment. A portion of the people are from year to I'car making
advances in the knowledge andarts of civilized life,  They deserve
commendation and encouragement.

There are some individaals who appear detarmined to defy all
efiort to prevent intemperance among them,  They lave taken spe.
cial pains to go and get liquory and bring it here andl sell it, The
report of Mr. Campbell willy I presume, make you acquainted with
the principal facts respecting this matter.

Several things are producing the conviction on my mind that the
time has come ahen the interests of these people will be promoted
by deciding definitely the question of their future location, by
securing to them the fands they now occupy by sale or otherwise,
or fixing them on some other permanent home, while they have
some means of aid fromn their annuities.  The following reasons
have induced this opinion.

1. They are unwilling to make much further effort at improve-
ment in buildings while they have no assurance of remaining 1o
enjoy them.

2. The time has about comne when they shoulil be spreading out
on their lands, with more room for raising domestic animals than
they can have clustered together in a small village.

3. Becoming uneasy lest they may have to leave here, they are
beginning to make purchases, here and there, ut distant points,
which will scatter themn into such small bands that it will be almost
impossible to collect them into schonls and meetings for improve
ment.

But little further advantage, I apprchend, can be sccured to them
by lengthening the time of a temporary reservation; and the gov-
ernment would probably not Jose any thing by giving them the
opportunity of purchasmg together on their present location, as
the question appears to be settled that individuals may purchase
places of their own choice.

Yours, very respectfully,
P. DOUGHERTY,

Wu. A. Ricumonn, Esq.

coea~r-
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No. 28.

Oro Wina, Augnst 31, 1847,

Deak Sii: The time has again come when I suppose it is neces:
sary, as in years past, to send you my annual report. Last fall
was a time of much and severe sickness in our colony, as in all the
settlcments in this region.  There were a r-m\sulcr.u\)lc number of
deaths among our Indiuns, principally women and infant children.
For a time our prospectz were gloomy, but hope revivedon theset-
ini in of winter; and this season, up to the time the Indians left,
theit health was very good, and they scemed to have forgotten that
they were once sick and 1 here repeaty, what I have before said,
thit omt location is, in iy opinion, decidedly healthy; there is
notnoy in the =olony, or near 1, that looks unhcalthy, and I have
wot had a case of feser in my family since we came here.

I commenced the school Bist fallas soon after the payment as |
conld colleet the seholars, .nd continued it till late in !\!arch,
when they beeame o mueh engaged it sugaring that the children
conld not attend; and the progress of the scholars was decidedly
good. ‘The list was vot as great as ‘lasl'):v:\r,‘lml the general at-
tendance, | think, was about the same. The tollowing is the list:

Of Indian scholars—males 12, females T oo viveaeninvan 2?
White seholars—aales 3y females 2000 ciivei i iinniiiians 9

Ve s e Ae S B EES 13O s a2 2 as e QH

Whole nnmber ..

DY

The progress of the scholars was better than last year; the
course of instruction the same, cxcept advancing; several have
learned to write @ fair hand who never made a letter before; sev-
cral who began the winter with the alphabet, (small children,) read
and spell in readings ot one er two syllables; others older (from
T to ten years) tead better; others (10 to 11) read quite well in
Seripture lessous by spelling out some of the hardest words. The
whole school has been taught in general questions ol arithmetic,
gengraphy, and astronomy, also in daily exercises of church music.
Allthe instructions of the school are in English, but the scholars
are very diflident about speaking it when out of school.

Our meetings on the Sahbath have been kept up, with few ex-
ceptions, un!i% the Tudians left a short ﬁh'l? since on account of the
small-pox in the Dutch colony near us. This colony new numbers
about 1,600; what its influence will be on our mission the future
must determine; we hope it may be good e\'onhmH!y, but the In-
dians were net prepaied to defend their fields against the Jarge
numbers of cattie and hogs the Dutch are bringing in, especially
as they have to be absent, and cannot wateh them. Considerable
damage is already done, but the farmer is making vigorous efforts
to secure them. .

Since the 1st of last October, I have employed no inferpreter,
but have conducted religious worship, schools, &e., in the Indian
language myself, and have so far succeeded as to he understood,

© e
ot i
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190 EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS.
and I hope it has been profitable to the Indians. 1f I had a faithful
interpreter and a good man combined, I should think it a great object;
but as I cannot find such a ope, I shall do the best I can myself.
The great obstacle in our way, as in years past, is that the Indians
go to the lake shore to spend the summer, away from the school
and their farms; if this onec evil could be remedied, (and T hope
we shall finally overcome it,) we should have fuir prospects of suc-
cess; as it is, our advance is encouraging, especially as respecty
civilization, intelligence, and in (-omforlubh mn, permanent meang
of support.

I remnin, dear sir, your humnble and obedient servant,

GEORGE N. SMITH.

. Wum. A. Ricnnoxny, Bsq.,

Acting Superintenden! Indian Affairs.

~No. 29.

Dernroiry Septambear 30, 181%.

Sin: Huving already forwarded a cclmrz to the Indian Depart-
ment, in answer tc a cirenlar dated July 20th, 1847, I have the
honor herewith to transmit for your consideration a tabular report
of the Indian schools connected with the Catholic missions under
my care, together with a list containing the names, age, and sex of
the scholars of some of our schoeols, who have attended school uny
portion of the year,

1 take pleasure in stating that the proficiency of the scholurs has
in general been satisfactory and encouriging for the titne they have
attended school, and in particular those of Macinac Point, St.
Ignase, and Ance Kewewenon.  The improvement of the seholars
of Arbre Crochey Middietown, and St. Craix, is not sa satisfactory,
in consequence of irregularity inattending schools, caused by Jonw
and frequent absence of families from home pursuing their vario: :
avacations, and particularly during a considerable part of last win-
ter and spring on account of the small-pox, which began to prevail
amongst them in the very worst form, and seemed tothreaten their
several bands with extermination, which I believe would inevitably
have been their fate but for the great and charitable exertions of
their clergymen, Reverend Messrs. Pierz, Meak, and Pirct, who
innoculated about one thousand of these Indians, alfording them at
the same time all the care and attention that was in their power to
bestow; and thus succeeded in avertling this dreadful calamity.

1 am also happy to say, thatin general there is a continued im-

rovement in industry, morality, and religion, among our Catholic
fnd'mns, and that their number has this year been increased by
about two hundred converts to the Catholic faith.  But still it must
be confessed that the improvement of many is but gradual, and
much slower than would gratify the philanthropic desires of those
who are endeavoring to aid them and devote themselves entirely
totheir good. This is explained chiefly by the absence of motive

-
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS, 191
to personal cflort, resulting from the insccurity of property, and
the very uncertain and unsettled condition in which they live.
They are naturally of a wandering disposition, and Jove to make
their living by hunting, being much encouraged thereto by traders,
Their inclination for wandering and scpknxgg their existence by the
~hase rather than by agricultural pursuits,is much slrengthcn_ell and
I creased by the thought that they cannot be allowed the right of
¢.iizenship, to purchase land in their own name, and permanently
géttle on it.  This thought continually preys upon their minds, and
creates a certain indifference, and even distaste for any improvement
of the mind or habits. They despair of ever obtaining a permanent
Jocation for themselves and their posterity, where they shall not be
importuned to emigrate and give place-to the white man. Hence
national as well as individual motives to exertion are wanting, and
the chief care with many is to supply present wants anid enjoy the
gratification of the day, unconcerned about the conscqluonccs.of
to-morrow. Hence also, it is, that the ties of leve and affection
which unites them to their children, being naturally very strong,
they are not willing to be long deprived of their presence, and
thus, withersoever the parents wander the children must wander
with them. Were it not for the influence of our religion, which
conscientiously obliges them to care for the education of their ehil-
dreny we conld hardly get l!wm to send their children to school at
any time, Could these hindrances be romove«}, or could these
Indians obtain a full assurance from the part of government that
they may validly purchase the l:_mds which they may choose to im-

rove and settle upon, without fear of being compelled to abandon
it, withont doubt they wouhl feel much encouraged to unite them-
selves into large bands, which wonld form so many permanent set-
tlements or Hourishing villages, where, under the benign and vig-
orous influence of onr holy religion, the establishuent of scttled
habits of industry, sober ovcupation, and useful knowledge would
hecome objects of deep intercst to them ; wln!c the lh.rzlt in agri-
cultuve, mechanie artsy and other hranches ot domestic_economy,
would ensure to them all the nevessaries and comforts of life.

Please aceept the assurance of my high consideration of respect,
with which I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

PETER P. LEFLEVRE, Bp. & C. 4. D,
Winniax A Riensox -y Fsq, . o
Acting Superi"xli.‘nrl(‘nl of Indian Ajfuir:.
) T, \\',‘ tliu
£ cattle,
No. 30. rovide for
la ged and

Ortowa Coroxy, September 305 hasbeen

Sir : 1 herewith transmit my report for the year ending Vg in any

The fond hopes entertained previous to the time of my . ayerage
port of giving new life and cnergy to the cause of educatior

rally smong the Ottowas, has not been rezlized as was antivg gteady

by us. We commenced, as reported in my last, giving instr.espect.
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192 EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS.

to young and old on the new system with good success ; created a
taste for knowledge to all those who were favored with instruction,
and should have realized all that we anticipated could we have re-
ceived a supply of books adapted to the several capacities of our
pupils.  We made application to the press west of the Mississippi
for books, but from a want of a direct communication they have not
arrived, though forwarded some time since,

We have endeavored to keep in operation the school at all times
when the Indians were present to send their children.  For want
of books in the Ottowa tongue we are obliged to reswine the in-
struction in Fnglish studies with but little success, as the natives
gencrally preferved reading in their own langaage.  There has
been fram ten to fifteen in English, while we have had twenty-five
to thirty in the Indian language,  Many can already read the New
Testument in their native language.

To excite an interest on the snbject of edurcation sencially smona
the Ottowas snd Chippewas, it is neeessary that the new svstom of
instraction should be adopted by the <everal misou stations within
your superintendency. By referring to the reportsmade by agents
and missionaries ammong the Cherekees, yorr will at onee see why
an advance of fifty years was made in their condition us a people,
when a printing press was establishied, and a weekly paper issued.
adopting the sylabie plan of instruction. It is hoped every evan-
gelical missionary station wiil adopt the new method, and co-oper-
ate in advancing this imgort:ml step o civilization and happiness
among the Ottowas and Chippewas.

Since the date of iy last repoit we have sustained the loss of
many adults and children by the stroke of death. Among those
who have dicd was Noon-day, the chief.  He was an intelligent
and uscful man in his tribe.  This colony, and the church connect-
ed with it, feel that their loss is irrvp.nrn‘;lc. He was a friend to
the white man, und had adopted his habits and veligion.  He was
considered by his people, and nn less by his white neighbors, as o
man of judgment, integrity, and of great worth.

Agricultural interest. T'he Indians have become more satisfied
that to depend on hunting and fishing for a livelihood is too preta-
rious for their interest and happiness.  ‘To advance their farming
interest they have stipulated to appropriate two hundicd dollars ta
purchase more land.  Many fumilies bave sown wheat this fall for
the first time. They have cleared rising twenty acres of new land
innoUoke up seven aeres of it, in addition to theit former improve-
the san Thc{ have raised their usual quantity of corn, beaus,
bestow; and pumpkins; but few potatoes were raised, fearful of a

I am  rot. ) . .
provememanifest an increased interest in agriculture to promote
Indianmey have had repeated councils, and have come to the con-
about t that their future farmer, furnished themn by the United
be conzovernment, shonld be one of their own people, instead of a
much man. The two stations, viz : (Iriswold and Ottowa, recom-
who : Nebencksce as their future farmer, and asks, by the accon-
totying document, his appointment. The present farmer resigns

. e s —
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with the understanding that the Indian should succeed him. This
colony, with the other cstablished in the vicinity, suffers for the
want of a smith to repair their tools. 'T'he present smith furnished
by governinent for them ir located at such a distance that little or
no benefit is received from the shop.

Moral and spiritual state.” Since the death of the chief, who was
the spiritual father to the colony, and the recent death of other
members of the church, there has been a defect in morals, There
have been many who have given thcmselves to heastly intoxication,
The state of things at times has been very discouraging; while some
have thus disgraced themselves and families, there are others who
have been steadfast and unmoved by the surrounding influences;
this alone has encouraged me to continue to use exertiong to meli-
orate their condition. One important cause for this state of things
may be a vmnrctilion for chieftainship. The present chief was
elected by ballot; one of the unsucecssful candidates took ofis-ice,
and he, with his friends, have endcavored by the use of liquer to
bring contempt upon the administration of his rival,

We continue to sustain our meetings on Lord’s day, and on week
days, with apparent interest and success.

Q\'ith great respect, I am, dear sir, your most obedient and hum-

ble servant, L. SLATER
Supcrt'nlcnd;’nt Ottowa ’Sclxool.

WiLniax A. Ricumoxn, Esq.,
Supcrintendent Indian Affairs, Delroit.

———r e —

No. 31.

SavLt Ste. Marie, Micuican,
September 1, 1847.

Sir: I embrace the present opportunity of making you acquainted
with the present condition of the missions under my charge, which
I will endeavor to do as briefly as the nature of the case will admit.

Sault Ste. Marie.—At this station I think the people continue
to improve their condition.  They have planted more ground than
formerly,and the crops never looked more promising than at present,
As a further evidence of general improvement, I would add, that
when I fitst came here the mission owned but one single cow, and
the Indians not one; now the mission have seven head of catile,
and individual Indians have fifteen head, which they provide for
and keep well. ‘The premises have been considerably enlarged and
much improved during the past year. The school, I think, has been
doing as well, and the attendance perhaps more regular, than in any
former year. 'The whole numnber in school has been 38, average
number about 24.

Kewawenon.—At this place, also, I think there has heen a steady
improvement in the com[ition of the people in almost every respect.
Some of the families live every way as well, even better, than many
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white families, especially in the newly settled part of the country,
They are building a neat and commodious church, which is expected
to be fit for use before winter, The school has been regularly
taught, and, I believe, with a good degree of success.  "Their fields
are being enlarged every yearyand their stock of cattle is regularly
increasing in numbers,

Fon-du-Lac.—Though the Indians of this
are yet in rather a wild state, they are evidently beginning to
improve their condition, and there "has been a very considerable
change for the better during the past year.  Their fields have been
enlarged—the school has been much better attended than formerly
—and a respectable number begin to listen with atteation 1o the
preaching of the gospel,

, Sandy Luke.—1 visited this siation for the first time a fow weeks
since.  Considering the amount of missionary labor here bestowed
I think the pros{:ecl of doing good is auite encouraging.  The cmp::
looked remarkably well. The scheol s regularly tanght, though
the missionary finds it-somewhat diflicult to make them realize the
ndvanlagcs‘v having their children educated, so as to keep them
constan(l{ in school.  The Subbath I spent with themy there was a
respectable number of persons who Jistened to the preaching of the
gospelyand some individuals, f believe, are devotedly pious. There
18 in the missionary department, every where, difficulties and dis-
couragements to be met with, but these we believe will all give
way before Christian patience and manly peiseverance; and if we
may judge of the future by the past, we trust that the missionaries
of this board will not be sccond to any in their efforis to improve
the condition of this people, physically, mentally, and morally.

Respectfully submitted,

part of the country

. W. H. EROCKWAY,
Janzs Onv, Esq., Superintendent of Missions.
Indtan Sub-agent.

o ———

No. 32.

Barrist Mission Housy,
Sault Ste. Marie, Scpt. 30, 1817,

Str: In compliance with the requiremnent of the D
artment, I
forward to you the 19th annual report of the miss; cp?r ar
and mmermondons o 1 nission under my care
R Th(}la]l;mgrs connccstled wi]lh this mission are, myself, Mrs. B s
ev. J. D). Cameron, Sheyuel, a native assistant Mi in
Cu(l)ver, assistant school t:.-’ach:-r. 'y aund Miss Adeline
ur school has been continued througpl i i
: I gh the year without inter-
ruption, although, in centequence of ill health of teachers, several
changes have been made, or different persons have been employed.
The pupils enrolled on our catalogue for the several quarters
during the year, have numbered from 27 to 63, The first quarter
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after my last report we had but 27, owing to the fact that there
were two other schools opened in the neighboriood within 100 rods
of ours; these reduced ours to. that number for the first quarter,
but the 2d we had 44, the 3d we had 63, and the 41h, 35,

Arithmetic, geogvaphy, English grammar, and philosophy, are
taugi:t in conncexion with the minor branches wsually taught in
common schools,

Owing to the frequent changes of our teachers the past year,
possiblf' our scholats may not have made all that progress they
would have done under one steady and competent teacher, but we
think their progress has been tolerably good, and that at the pre-
sent they are doing quite well

Eight boarding scholars have been supported at the expense of
the mission the most part of the year.  But a few weeks since thiee
Teft, which leaves our present number but five. They are from 10
to 13 years of age, and all except one, are studying arithmetic and
geagraphy, and several of them, with others, write compositions.
We also maintain a Sabbath school at the stotion in which the
boearding scholars are instructed in the general knowledge of the
seriptures, comiitting portions of them (o memory, in common
with other Sunday school scholars from the town. During the past
year, [ have ulso opened 2 Sabbath school amojg the Indians, when
I have visited them at their locations; calling the youth and chil-
dren together, I have instructed them between the services on the
Sabbath, and have had the happiness of seeing them much inte-
rested in it.  Also, when they have visited our place, I have pursued
the same course, and have been much gratified with their good at-
tention and apparent desire to learn. I have had 20, or rising, to-
gether on such an oceasion, but probably from 13 to 16 would be a
fair representation of our number.  These do not include our board-
ing scholars at the station,

I have also travelled some 300 miles, or rising, in visiting the In-
dians at their different encampments to preach the gospel to them,
and when not absent on those missionary tours, maintain regular
Christian worship at home. .

We have 34 Indian and half-blood church members connected
with our mission—17 males and 17 females. UOne half-blood or-
dained minister, and one full-blood native assistant, who maintains
religious worship with his clan in the absence of an ordained min-
ister.

QOur Indians are advancing in civilization and in business habits.
They have enlarged their improvements the past year, and improved
them with good rail fences. 'The amount of land they have under
improverents I am not now able to give. I have failed of getting
the amount of produce raised by them in general. I have only
taken it from four families. These four, have raised the past year
182 bushels of potatoes, a small amount of corn, pumpkins, turnips,
and other regetables; have made about a ton and a half of maple
sugar ; and four young men belonging to them and specially con-
nected with the mission, have entered, with a good deal of perse-
verance, into the fishing business. The present season they bave
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caught and brought to this place and sold 142 barrels of fish ; and
last fall, between the time of my report and the closing of naviga-
tion, they brought to our market43, wh'lch, durmg.the year, amounts
to 185 barrels. They are now preparing for their fall fishing.
In relation to temperance movements I may add, I have 53 native
signatures to my temperance pledge, whom I think design to main-
tain the warfare on which they have entered. I have a large num-
ber more who signed the pledge for a limited time, many of whom
may not be inclined to rencw their pledge; and yet it is possible
that most of them may. - )
May the Lord not only dispose them to renew their pledge, but
also to abansdon forever the use of alcohol.
. Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. BINGHAM,
Sup. Baptist Mission.
James Orp, Esq.
Sub-agent, Indian Department.

No. 33.

LA Pointr, September 14, 1847.

Sir: In presentinfi a report of our operations at this station dur-
ing the past year, I have to note no important changes in the course
pursued by us from that given in former reports.  We have con-
tinued our labors as usual, endeavoring to instruct all who were
willing to receive instruction from us, in the duties and doctrines
of the Christian religion, and in letters.

In August of last year, Mr. E. F. Ely, who was formerly a teacher
in the school at Pokegama, removed with his family to this place.
In October, he commenced his labors as teacher in the school. At
that time the two schools, which had for several years been taught
separately, and kept in. different parts of the village, were united,
and have been taught through the year by Mr. Ely and Miss Abby
Spooner, conjointly. This arrangement, however, is thought not to
be the best, and they are now again separated, and will be taught

ately hereafter.
se!.)[‘?;xre sc{ool, during the year, has numbered 65 different scholars,
43 males, and 22 females. It hals been kept in operation regularly
during the year, except the usual vacations.

Elar y in )t(he \’.vinterpseveral of the scholars were taken out of the
school, to attend a course of instruction from the Rev. Mr. Scolla,
Catholic priest at this place, and but few of them have yet returned,
The proficiency of the scholars who have been regular attendants,
is very satisfactory, The branchestaught have been spelling, read-
ing, writing, arithinetic, geography, and composition. The scholars
are taught in the Ojibwa and English languages. The schools are
open and free to all’ who choose to avail themselves of their privi-
leges, no charge being made for books or other expenses.

%)ur’mg the past year the Ojibwa and Knglish spelling book,
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mentioned in my last report as being nearly ready for use, has been
introduced into the schools, and used, it is believed, with good
effect.

I am, sir, with much respect, yours, &e., .
S. HALL,
Supcrintendent of the schools of the A. B. C. F. M., at La Pointe.

Janes P. Havs, Esq., Sub-agent.
——0
No. 34.

Bap River, September 9, 1847,

DeAr Sir : In presenting you a report of our operations, &c., at’
this station, during the past year, we remark that nothing has
transpired in the history of this people, or of our labors among
them, which makes it necessary for me to say anything essentially
different from what was contained in our report of last year, The
Indians, as a body, have been here rather more of the time than
they were last year. They have enlarged somewhat the size of
their gardens, and give some indications of an increased desire-to
adopt a settled mode of life. This desire has been gaining strength,
we think, for several years, and must almost of necessily increase
in proportion as the people turn their attention to the cultivation
of the soil.  The rewards of industry in this line are so much more
certain, and purchase for them so many more of the comforts of
life, than a precarious dependence upon fishing and hunting, that
they already begin to sce and feel the difference. The cultivation
of the soil also compels them to labor, and, in a measure; obliges

. them to be more fixed in their place of residence, and thus has a

tendency to break up their roving, indolent habits. Six years ago,
when I first came into this country, the people raised from the cul-
tivation of the soil not more than one-third of what they will pro-
bably realize this year from their gardens. They did not raise po-
tatoes enough for their own use, besides being dependent upon the
mission for sced to plant; and of corn they raised still less, nearly
the whole of which was consumed on the ground where it was gath-
ered.  When they went to their sugar camps in the spring, they
purchased on credit of the traders nearly all the provisions the
had to take with them. When they left the sugar camps, it too
nearly all the sugar they made to pay their credits, and they return- -
ed again hungry to their gardens. = Last year they hed corn all win-
ter; took but little credit when they went to their sugar camps;
had corn and potatoes to eat and to plant when they returned to
their planting grounds, and had also most of their sugar to consume
themselves, and to sell to purchase articles of clothing, &ec., foxr
their families. .

We are sorry to say that the desire of the people for schools and
religious instruction is not as great as it is for improvement in
other respects. We have kept a school during’the past year three
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months, which is all the time the Indians have been here in a body.
The payment was so late last year that the people remained here
but little over a month, before they left to make their fall fishing ;
and while they are in their sugar camps, though-near by, it is im-
practicabie to attempt to sustain a school among them. We have
had ia our school more than fifty different scholars, but the average
attendance has not been more than ten or twelve. Our meetings
have been attended more regularly, by those who have attended
scarcely any at all, than thehwerc last year; but the number has
been small, not averaging mdte than twenty who speak the Indiar
language. We bave now all the buildings erccted necessary for
our present operations: consisting of a comfortable dwelling-house,
school-house, barn, and wood-house. We Lave five head of catlle,
some fifty acres of land fenced for a pasture, a meadow near by,
which furnishes us with what hay we need. We cultivate some
four acres of laad, chiefly destc I to poiatoes, corn, and oats, and
have in addition a small garden.

We are in a condition now to prosecute our labors here more
vigorously than we were last year. And if the people are kept as
free from liquor as they have been herctofore, and can be encour-
aged to improve their condition without being harrassed with con-
stant fears of a removal, we shall feel more encouraged to continue
our labors among them than at any former period.

I am, sir, respectfully, yours, &c.
7 SHTy XESP Yo YOUES Hes L. H. WHEELER.
To James P. Havs, Sub-agent at La Pointe.

No. 35.

First report of the mission school at Kapoja—usually called among
the white men Little Crow’s village—for nine months ending Au-
gust 31, 1847. The mission fumily at this station consisted of
Thos. 8. Williamson, A. M., M. D., minister and superintenden*
of the schooly, Mrs. Margaret Williamson and five children, and

iss Jane S, Williamson, teacher.

Near Forr SnevrLinNg, September 7, 1847.

We arrived here on November 20, 1846, and on the first Monday
in November, Miss Williamson opened school, and has taught regu-
larly from that time to the present, except when the Indians have
all been absent for a week or two, which has occurred twao or three
times, For twenty-one {veeks she was assisted by Miss Margaret
Renville, who was educated in the mission schuol at Lacqueparle,
and for a short time the superintendeat attended to teaching the
men and larger boys.

For full half the time embraced in this report, owing to sickness
of the Indians, or to most of them being absent from the village,
the school has been very small, not averaging more than two or
three scholars per day, eéxclusive of our own children and oné or
two that we have boarded; but, whenever any have come willingly
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to learn, they have been attended to, though they have conie one
at a time and unseasonably. In this way, not less time and labor
have been devoted to our school, scarcely averaging nine scholars
exclusive of four of our own, than are commonly given to a schoo
of thirty, when they are punctual in their attendance. We have,
also, suffered much inconvenience from want of a proper school-
house, being compelled to teach in our sitting reom, where we are
interrupted by visiting and the noise of our own children. Had
we been provided with a good school-house, distinct from our
dwelling, as we hoped to be, it is not®mpiobable the average num-
ber 6f scholars might have been nearly double what it has been,
and their progress in like proportion. Most of the Dakotas, who
reside here, are still strongly attached to the religion of their an-
cestors, and have no wish to hear God’s word, and little disposi-
tion to learn, or have their children taught to read. There is a great
difference in this respect between those who haye always resided
in this neighborhood and those who have resided for a time near
the mission at Lacqueparle. The average attendance of natives on
our public worship on the Sabbathy has been twelve or thir-
teen—most of whom have resided at Lacqueparle. All the scho-
lars in the first and second class, and most of those in the third,
have resided more or less in the same neighborhood, and most of
them have attended school there. The accompanying table will show
the names, number, and progress, of the school here, so far as'an
account has been kept of it; the figures to the right hand of the
names show the days of attendance, but-in many cases not fully}
for, owing to the difficulty of getting the name properly, or some
other cause, it has often happened that individuals have attended
school a number of days before their names are taken down. The
ages of the scholars are from six years to upwards of forty. More
than half dre between ten and twenty.

Counting sixty days for a quarter, the average attendance would
be for the ﬁl‘st q“arter.-noon sees et s se0e sansn e ‘7% Scholaté.

Second do ., 8 do.
Third do 4800 500800 s ss0s 00t RO IE s 000 10% do-

Experience has convinced us that the Dakotas, living among
their relations, are not likely to learn English enough to be much
benefitted by it; on which account we have labored chiefly to in-
struct them in their own language, not neglecting at the same time
to teach English to any who manifest a disposition to learn it.
Four can read it with more or less fluency, and converse in it a
little; others have made less progress. o

In conclusion, it gives me muih pleasure- to say that, through
your infiuence, and that of Capt. Eastman, Mr. Sibley, and others,
the Indians of this village use much less intoxidating drink-than
formerly, and that even those of them who evinced no disposition
to avail themselves of any instruction have treated us kindly, and
appear to confide in us as friends.

Your obedient servant,

THOS. S. WILLIAMSON.
To Col. Amos J. Bruck. ,
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be good readers. Of the rest, some spell in two syllables, some in
one, and some have not well learncd the alphabet. One young
man learned to read pretty well while Mr. Riggs was here, but he

has not recently given much attention to it. o
It may be l)rOper to add, that a-considerable number of children

have received instruction in times past who were not in this neigh-
borhood the last winter.
Yours, &c.,
o o R. HOPKINS.
To Colonel Bruck, Indian Agent, St. Peters.

Males. Fomales. Total.
4 7

12 17 ]
11 20
7 9

34 63
13 21

Number that read and write legibly. ...
Do read, but do not write.,.....
DO OfspellerSoao~|;.nnuoot.!oonoo
Do learning alphabet..ieis vvnaeas

[
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TrAVERSE DES Sioux, April, 1847.

Bear Sir: The following is the report of the school at Travy A -
des Sioux, under the care gl' the Ameli'ican Board of Commissio:::i: ' .- LAquerARLE st:smu, June 16, 184?'
i for Fgreign Missions. The males are taught by Mr. Alexander G. Dear Sir; I have now the honor to submit to you t_he following,
1 Huggins; the females by Mrs. Huggins, in sewing in knitting: whichis the twelfth annualreport of the LaquéparleStat\on,u.nder t}se
A Our school commenced the 16th of December, 1846, and contin- dircction of the American Board of Commissioners for Forexgn‘st-
B ued until the 12th of March; when the people left for their sugar- sions. Laborers—S. R. Riggs, 4. M., missionary, and Mrs. Riggs;
camps. We consider all® those scholars who attended school as Jonas Pettijohn, farmer, and Mrs. Pettijohn, female teacher.
. {¢  many as four days. By this rule, their number is 26. The aggre- Since my transfer to this place; (the 1st of October last,) we have
; gate of their attendence is 320 days; so that the aggregate attend- reported school for two quarters; neither of them, hOWe.ver,'qmte
ance of each scholar falls a little short of 16 days. Much of the y furl, owing to the absence of the Indians for a short time in the
R tlmeAembraced in this report, very few were near enough to school; winter. The whole number taught has been 74, viz: 42 m'a_les and
SL b.ut if they had been generally impressed with the utility of educa: 32 females; but the avera e attendance was only 9.2.. Teaching a-b-
", tion, they would have been much more regular in attendance, as ¢’s, spelling, reading, and writing on slates, occupied ‘most of the
well "as more assidious in improvement, Several men have come time. A few spent some lime at arithmetic. An Indian Yom}g
to _school a few times with a determination’(as they said and we man assisted us in teaching about six weeks, for which we pai
. believed) to learn to read—thinking thereby to equal their white him $10. During the winter, Mr. and Mrs. Pettijohn had two girls
o nglghbors in the means of information; but the ridicule of their boarding in their family; at present they have three. But little
;1 peéople soon overcame them. I have been delighted to observe in o was done by the women in knitting, &c., owing to the appearance
is a few Dakota men a high sense of the value of intelligence,and of ¢ of the buffalo early ir the season. We had anticipated scarcity
the knowledge of books as a means thereof, But who can trans- 4 this spring, bit the great abundance of fresh meat furnished bf'
gress hoary customs, withstand the frowns of friends, and disregard ' this noble animal has preserved their corn; so that there is sti 1
the ridicule bf ingenious satirists 2 After their morning recitations, much more than the ordinary quantity on hand at this time of the
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i ﬁ‘I;fl.eI;Ilinegn;gir;;s"’ier;s:r::tesl"the gli.rls in- the us;:‘ ot;.the needle, Three . ye'i;‘r‘; \ t of land has been planted in corn this spring
@ wo pillow-slips apiece of calic ¢ usual amount of land has 2 ng-

. “ *~ four made one apiece. I'i‘hey are vl'eryl;”on(?of tglislggstna(::s}:‘:r?ili]ix"omg ; Some have ploughed with their own horses, and without any hssist
Wi v gla»d).); ocﬁlpy all their school time in it, if their instructors would i ance from white men, their old fields, and some have (],ven}n'mdefmw
£ ermit. Mrs, Huggins offered to teach all to knit who wished to | ones. Others have reccived some assistunce in ploughing ot
3 ¥ - learn; but few were disposed to learn. One young woman knit a ) those engaged in thie fur trade and the mission. . he plough whioh
g+ good pair of double mittens, and commenced a pair of stockings, H was farnished them by your kindness, some eight years since, i8
g . which she would probably have finished if she could have remained ; now worn out. 'Theyare in need of a new plough or two, and some
{'v:  here a sufficient fime. Three others commenced stockings, but did collars, harness, and chains, with a few dozen hoes. A fe ing

t Y, not finish them. Knitting requires more patience than Dakotas like ) lars spent in this way will, I am persuaded, do them more lasting

good than if expended in any other way. They will beg and re-

to exercise, A
ceive, and be beggars still; but the more they can be brought to

R
-

C 5 Only two of our scholars read the Bible intelligibly, and the

; %; received most of their instruction at Laqueparlg. yfzixnother); depend upon thelr own exertions, and the sooner they ‘;‘.m} bg
. §thre_e boys -and three girls) may perhaps be said to read a little, brought to feel that a comfortable independence can be ootaine

5oy ! f they could be regularly instructed, in a short time they would By their own industry, the botter. . Rendering them assistance in
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" bringing all under the restraints, and making a

202 EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS.'
this direction—helping them to keep themselves—we feel to be
vastly impértant, A

But holding, as we do, thé gospel of Christ as the civilizgr of
nations, that its truths, -heard and obeyed, fit men for living here
and hereafter too, we make it our chief business to declare unto
them the whole counsel of God. ¢Line wupon line, precept upon
{:recept, here a litile and there a little,” is, so far as we have yet

een able to discover, our only practicai)le ling of operations. As
has been remarked of the inhabitants of Paraguay, that, contgary
to the declaration of the Apostle Paul, that ¢ faith cometh by hear-
ing,” in their case it scemed to enter only through the mouth; so
we have found it to be too true of the Dakotas, Still, our hope
is in God, * who raiseth up the dead and quickeneth whom he
will,” that Ie will even here make manifest the gréat power of the
gospel in the salvation of many. There are at present connected
with this church twelve native members, two of whom reside at
Bi% Stone Lake, _

n closing this report, I would respectfully call your attention,
and through you the attention of our government, to one thing
which appears to me to operate unfavorably to the civilization of
this people. I refer to the unequal bearing of the laws upon dif-
ferent classes of persons who live in this country.

-A -shite man, half-breed, or Indian, who dresses like a white

man, is, by the construction of the law, liable to be punished by -

fine; imprisonment, and banishment,- for taking ardent spirits into
the Indian country for the purpose of traffics. but an Indian or half-

. breed who wears the Indian dress may buy, sell, and use ardent

spirits without there being ordinarily ahy cognizance taken of the
fact. The whiskey destroyed by the efforts of yoursélf and the
commanding officer at Fort Shelling forms the glorious exception,
and not the rule. Again, a white man, half-breed, o¢ Indian, who
dresses like a white man, subjects himself to a fine if he attempts
to:carry on a trade in furs without a regular license from the agent;

.~ while an Indian or half-breed who wears Indian clothes may carry

on such a trade, buying furs with whiskey, or whatever he may}
have, without any cognizance being taken of the fact. This ine-
quality of the bearings of the law on one who dresses as a savage’
and one who tries to conform to the habits and customs of civilized
men, operates in favor of leggings, breech-cloth, and blanket,.
Some years ago, five young Indians at this place wore pantaloons;
but they have all returned to the Indian dress. There they-fin
less restraint. On this account we would urge the propriety of
gl- liable to the pen-
alties of the law, By this means some of the difficulties now felt
in execating the laws on. a certain class would be dofe away; and
the bonus which now seems to be held out to those who continue
in the savage state would he withdrawn.
Yours, truly, - ,
STEPHEN R. RIGGS.
Colonel A, J, Bruce,
Indicn JAgent, St. Petérs.
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No. 38.
TRAVERSE pES Si0ux, July, 1847."

iti hool, left at your
Since writing the report of our sc )
office in May last, we have witnessed somenew ﬁntergstt.am]c'n: ﬂll:
Dakotas of this neighborhood in raising corn, and par ut:u ; v}e'érs
using their own horses and the ploughs you gave them two )
{ t purpose, )
ag(\)vl;(:;“itll\lathg fgur y‘eaxs this statlm; has been Qccul};i;d‘:}i\:;é::l:z
i i ing incidents; occasionally,
frequently met with discouragingincic ents; tonally, W o e
the obstacles to their civiliza y th
of encouragement. Among ) hei zation, the
j { cery thing that originates among cl
ealousy they feel towards every e © gtrong iFpression
%ized men is prominent. Thereis among upressior
i i t kind of beings from whi 1y
that they are an entirely differen 1 of beings from hioe their
and that they are in duty bound ta adher L0 e e o those
tors. Hence,some of their wise men in
xllfgs]:am to rea(’l, plough, 121"1‘(1 ?{0 o::(,l:;\ge t;i\:le;;)}::“gsog;l (l;‘\::lilt;?
nor can they ever attain to the Xnow: et nd habits o o ahe
but they will be outcasts from society an ist & A
mc'lx?]t,\is“super);tition (which seems to bf ge}n_:l\;} tahue\;n%o D‘f;;ot?ﬁ?"
in' ach
operates strongly against- success 1n i¢ g g time, had
1 might have entirely prevented 1t for g time,
gozusgtg;:ll‘l(ungei joined with common sense, pressed them into the
mw:r}?;\ve made a great many 'attpxx;‘ptls‘ tobintduccta'_ltzlhei:xstp(:‘iirglz}gg'
i horses in ploughing their fieldsybut unta :
iy(f\lxli({)‘;:ither use t{:emgthems;‘:h’es {mrP ?c}ll:i’l\;rit“:s ﬁf‘:.o(é:’ ;{,(;ugtlx‘ia:é
one family even went so far as to ¢ g
z}f:irr field withyour O“in' te’:l.m, suﬁgqsx:\ig mtll:::vli)‘l‘ou%tl:;ngr ;’&;ul T%\Y;s
crease the labor of cultivation withou ¢ i o
lant have been pleased 10
was a rare case. Most of those who p ant have beoh P ed to hold
ceive this kind of assistance, but very ‘e]\y a e e rtly in-
lough. The reason of their unwillingness may
tl}:)%el;ce,gpartly prejudice, and partly a persuasion tha_t'; they cannot
it v s after dhe people ret e hde. Wo answered
; sked us to help them ma .
:ﬁzﬂp\wsz,e t\,hv?\'xli:i endeavor to pfoul%h..v'nlt(l; {?ulrd:x\ir;rf;strsa{:g‘ In;\leov:; :::.?1:
ired ; but, that if their old he
?ﬁe‘)‘r‘ﬁryxu(slfs;n?t-:heir ’own’ horses and hands to the work, and we
4 1p them. . -
) oil&lfl{le:lfhg tne\v fields were ﬁmls;hed they plezdﬁsxnt?:;yc;&‘ll\;zi
n work on the old ones, but, as we wer y the)
:st‘xzc?e‘g. At length the chief (Mazaxa) came and asked us to help

DeAr S"m:

i is 1 ; i ith a horse belonging to-
him  put his mule to work in connexion with a lThe e ed:

the station. We consented and succeeded well.

on and saw as much ground prepared for the seed in an hour with

the plpugh as they could dig in days with the hoe.. ,They surveyed:

their intended fields; (and their persons spoke of their empty larders;

and-examined their poor hoes,) then turned their eyesto the ploug’h‘
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moving steadily and briskly through the earth. The contrast wasg
too great to be unnoticed. They suw now for the first time an In-

" dian man assisting to plough with his own donkey. That which
had for three years been to them a matter of speculation, or posi-
tive unbelief, became, in the fourth, practical experience. Their
doubts and scruples were now overcome, and one of us was kept
busy until ali the fields in this village were ploughed.

The two reighboring villages soon heard gf the results of the
movement, and made haste to adopt the plan, which we were glad
to assist them to carry out; but before the ploughing spirit was gen-

. erally diffused, two or three families had almost finished their plant-
(i]ng. For these and a widow who had no horse, no ploughing was
one,

The whole number of families- planting here this year, is twenty-
four; last iear, eighteen families planted. -

We think it would encourage and materially aid this people in
learning to cultivate the earth, if you could furnish tEem with
about two dozen of good hoes.

Please accept our thanks for the influence we find you exerting

upon the Indians among whom we live in favor of schools and civi-
lization.

EDUCATION AND S8CHNOLS, 205

men, Horse-racing, gumbling, intemperance, profanity and Sab-
bath-breaking are taught by precept and example in the army move-
ments among us. It is already esteemed a mark of greatness to be
able to curse and swear, and deride religion and morality “like a
white man.” - ) .

The number of Delaware children in our school is 23; the whole
number taught by us in the year is 28; which, together with 5 white
children, makes our entire number 33. My remark in my last re-
port to you, in regard to improvement of our people, accords ‘still
with my observations, viz: that the first stepsin education are taken
with about the same facility as in schools of white children, but
farther practical education moves much more tardily. I am still of
the opinion that our school is better adapted to the wants of those
for whom we labor by its being conducted more like 2 private fa-
mily than a common school, .

I am, in haste, very respectfully, yours,
' J. D. BLANCHARD,
Sup’t Delaware Baptist Mission- School.
Major R. W. Cummins, .
U. S. Indian Agent, Fort Leavenworth Agency.
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: Yours, &ec., .
i ’ ROBERT HOPKINS. No. 40.
k ALEX. G, HUGGINS. _
i: Colonel A. J. Bruck, ‘ Suawnee Barrist Mission,
Tt Indian Agent. . ./Iug'ust 18, 1847.
: % i Sir: The following is submitted as a summary report of the ope-
; § kd rations of this mission station the past ysar, under the patronage of
; f‘-ﬁ' No. : the A. B. M, U., whose executive committee is located at Boston,
2 .;_.;: 0. 39. hT h ts: )
’ ;;;‘; assachusetis:

Deraware Barrist Mission Housx-:‘,
September 4, 1847,

Dear-Sir: In presenting my annual report of the school at this

station you will allow me to remark, that the other departments of *

our labor are still kept in operation, affarding, too, some little evi-
dence that our efforts are not entirely lost.  Discouraging as is the
work in which we are engaged, I am aware that we may seize with
too much avidjty upon omens that may seem to augur good, and
speak too sanguinely ‘of that which is but hope within us. Andon
the other hand we find a liability to rmagnify upon the influences
that are retarding our prospeects;

It is difficult for me to satisfy myself with a few passing remarks
on the state of general improvemént among the Delawares, but my
present design will admit of nothing more.” With 4 pertion of them
‘there is evidently an advance; a part of those who have declared
in favor of ‘education and Christianity are making progress that re-
flects honor upon their professions,w{ile others are doing less, and’
others still doing nothing. Those who are clinging to the * way
of their fathers,” to say the best of them, are but on a stand;. and:
others of them are making fearful strides in the vices of low white

Preaching bas been regularly sustained on Sabbath days at the
stationy and among ‘the Indians in different neighborhoods during
the week. Kight have been added to the church, four have beén
excluded; present number of members, twenty-fire. These include
uch only as haye hopefully been converted from heathenism, and,
in general, manifest a laudable interest in embracing the habits of
civilized life. .

In the Sabbath school twenty ssholars have repeated lessons from
the Bible, scripture questions, hymns, &c. This effort commends
itself as a delightful and profitable way of spending the leisure
hours of the day of rest, counteracting on the part of the pupils the
disposition to wander abroady and deepening in the hearts of the
teachers an interést in their present and future good.

* Our English'boarding school has averaged fiftéen scholars; one
of these is about four years of age, the others ranging from eight
to sixtecen; thése are learning to read and write the English lan-
guage., Some have advanced to a desirable knowledge of geogra~
hy, and have some knowledge of arithmetic and English grammar.
l\’f‘lgxle simally and in the rudiments of education, thése scholars are
usually contented and happy; becoming larger, they grow uneasy
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206 ENUCATION AND SCHOOLS,

through a desire to be earning something. It isto be regretted that
this desire is encouraged by the parents. Theadult population are
gradaally learning to read our translatidons in their own language,
Four laborers have been regularl employed; two in secular and
domestic cares, and two in imparting religious knowledge, and in-
struction in letters. It sometimes appears as thqigh enlightened
views of missionary labor were destined to prevail.” The great
amount of drinking which at one time prevailed appears to have
been occasioned, in part, by the influence of soldiers and wagoners
connected with the Mexican war,

The suffering from sickness has been less than in the years pre-
ceding the present. No very fatal disease at any one time prevail-
ingy yet we are constantly called npon to administer to the sick,
A supply of medicine from the government would be of essential
service, as many who desire to use it are unable to pay for their
medicine.

Very respectfully submitted,
FRANCIS BARKER,
Swperintendent of Mission School.
Major R. W. Cummixs,
U. S. JAgent, Fort Leavenworth JAgency.

No. 41,

Orrto aup Oxana Mission, September 16, 1847.

Dear Sir: The following statement is made in order to enable

ou to inform the Indian Department of the condition and prospects
of the mission established at this place by the Preshyterian board
of foreign missions, and now under my care. :

“The mission family arrived here on the 2d September, 1846, A
small log house was immediately commenced, and finished in about
siz weeks, sufficient for our accommodation during the wintey
Until about the 1st of April last, nothing of great importance cou J
be done for the good of the Indians, Every cffort, however, w3
made, by frequent visits to their villages, to ascertain their tru¢
character, and their feelings in‘relation to the introduction of Chris:
tionity and its attendant blessings. To some considerable exten
the gospel was preached amon them; and whenever opportunily
was afforded it was gladly embraced for this purpose, whetherin

ublic or in private.

. About the date last mentioned, directions were reccived from the
board tc put in a srop sufficient for the subsistence of the family,
and to afford provision for such childfen as might be taken into our
contemplated boarding school. In the latter part of May, tlie se
cretary of the board visited the station, and fixed upon a plan for
the school. The labor of procuring timber was commenced in the
beginning of July, and finished in the second week in August,
Most of the materinla are now on the ground, and it is hoped "th
in ten days’ time from the present date the building will be raised.

T
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The building will be a substantial log house, two stories hi

wglll be 64 by 28 feet in front, with t\%o side ’win s one oil'g};v’higl:
will be .30 by 18, and the other 30 by 22. It is calculated this
house will afford accommodations for the mission family, with proper
assistants, and forty Indian children. The intention is, that these
children shall be equally divided between the two sexes; and that
thirty of them shall be Omahas, and ten Ottoes, Incase the Ottoes

. accede to the proposal made to them in relation to their school

fund, twenty Ottoe children will be taken, and the proportion b
tween the two tribes altesed accordingl until 1 a
tioTnls1 can be provided for them. Bly, until greater accommoda-
e principal reliance of this mission for support, at pre i
u{:pn the sum of $900 per annum,ple;lgcd'f;fftheper()lucz,ltionpofs(gx':f;l::
children, by some benevolent ladies of the city of New York. A New
York Sabbath school has added $90 per annum. Various congre-
ga.tlons‘alsg of the Presbyterian church appearto have been touc%xed
with a feeling of compassion for these poor suffering Indians. In
this way large contributions have heen made in kind, sufficient, it
is believed, for clothing the scholuis for one year. So great’an
interest has been manifested in this matter that we regard it as a
favorable indication from the Author and Giver of every good and
perfect gift towards the Ottoes and Omahas. We have reason to
belxe_\('le ti!lattil'unds will notdbe wanting to carry on this mission, and
rovide for the support and education of i
{;elcommitted to olu{-, care, oll the children who may
t is hoped that our boarding school will go into i
farthest, by the 1st of Decembernext. There ha\gs been ggg)airg:;gg;uat
experienced in procuring materials; and it may be that my ex ecta):
tions in regard to this matter may not be realized. But nopeﬂ'ort
wnllt bet ?m:el(cl t?l acc;)lmlplish this result, as it is exceedingly im-
portant to take the scholars into school ab i i
start on the winter buffalo hunt. out the time their parents
Last spring the Omahas complained of want of means to culti-

.vate the soil, and expressed a desire to go to work, by whi
‘jiduced to write to the board on the s%bject. 2 ad aeicn I was

Some of ‘

people to whoni the matter was made known, responded 't;ht(;ug(;;d.
peal by subscribing $200 forthe purpose of breaking prairie for
them. Information of this donation was received so Fate that the

whole sum could not be judiciously expended. As it was, aplough -

was purchased, a ploughman ¢mployed, and the oxen belongi

the mission used ; so that in season for late planting w: :I.I:cg(:ggdég

in breaking twenty acres. The sod corn in this region has done

remt:r,ka.bll)i' wel}i.tll;lls s.e;alason, so that we have reason to hope for a

good yield, which will certainly make an i io

toﬂtl‘lll]e Omz:lhas’ means of subsiste"noe. mportant addition to

e condition—both social and moral—of the Ottoes

. i socia and O

is truly deplorable. Their ignorance of the principles of truc’anx{-lc‘l:l?f

gion.and morals is extréme ; and hence there is little that:bears a

resemblance to law or order among them. Their entire d¢stitution

;){ the arts which minister to the comfort of civilized lite leaves
ext almost always both naked and hungry. Their life of hunting

S

D et el L

P e Y
n




€66650049d

ORISR
i ceiry

>,
[y pht ¥ opumt gty g

it sl

e —— i W ET S

Tt

W o g A

o S < o N ——c 2 1o . s, e . A 4 o e s .
e T TRt el TR TR Rt e e

gy

AR 2T et Y,
e emmin o

.
s

!
4

"\\

g

[OSIRE A

-

PR

———— .

[N C——

e o n T s et W s

208 EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS.
is entirely opposed to their improvement in any of those respects
mentioned; and at the same time, while it leaves them constantly
exposed to their enemies, tends forever to confine them in their
wretchedness, with destruction as the only alternative.

The plans of the Board of Foreign Missions contemplate two oh-
jects—first, to make known to these benighted people the saving
truths of the gospel; and, secondly, to provide means for the edu-
cation—both physical, mental, and moral—of their childvren. In

rocess of time, one ordained missionary will be provided for each
tribe, whose special duty it will be to preach the gospel, both pub-
licly and privately, in season and eut of season. In this matter,
and indeed in all our other operations, we go upon the Lroad prin-
ciple, that the gospel is the only civilizer. The root of heathenism
is in the heart ; hence the remedy must be applied there.

To carry out our educational plans, our main reliance will be
upon the boarding school. Tt is hoped, if God smiles upon the ef-
fort, that at some future day the school will be so enlarged as to
include all the children of the two tribes of a suitable age. Inad-
tion to this, some provision will be made as soon as possible for a
day school in Bellevue. At present the wants of the
partly supplied by the Pawnece.school; but larger provision seems
to be needed. If no other arrangement can be made, it has been
proposed to furnish a meal a day for those children who are near
enough to this station to live at home and come daily to our school.

In all efforts for the good of the Iudians, a state of quiet and
peace is especially needed. The truth of thisremark has been made
manifest by the occurrences of the year. Inthe spring, the Indians
were forced to leave their villages and go on the hunt before the
planting season was fairly over by an alarm from their enemies—
the Sioux. Quiie lately, the Ottoes have suffered a murdercus at-
tack from these, Indians; and now serious apprehensions are enter-
tained respecting the fate of the Omahas, whose siay ont the plains
has been protracted beyond the usual period. It has become very
evident that, unless the United States l!urnish cfficient protection to
these people, their progres: in civilizalion, or even their continued
existence, is impossible. In addition to this,there is reason to fear
that, when our school is put into opfiration, the Siov imay be at-
tracted to this point for the sake of 'destroying the ¢\ .Aren in the
absence of the parents. Humanity and justice require the speedy
use of appropriate means of defence, that a calamity so much to be
. ~“ded may be avoided. :

Having given you a brief statement of our plans and efforts for
the improvement of the Ottoes and Omahas, it remains only to sa
that our only hope of success is in the powerful grace of God.
There is nothing in the Indian character to encourage effort. To
the eye of man, the task appears to be a hopelessone. We remem-

ber that'it is the Divine decree to save the world by the foolishness X

of pieaching ; at the same time we look back over the- history of
the Christian world to see what has been accomplished by this de-
spised means, and_we are constrained to say, ¢“Behold that God
hath wrought !*> Hence we cannot hesitate—hence we hope against

[}

lace are
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all human appearance of hope—hence we pray for a persevering
spirit, having the promise that in due season, if we faint not, we

shall reap. .
With much respect, and carnest desice for your welfare, and the

good of the Indians, truly, yours, &ec.,
EDWARD McRINNEY,

Major Jomw MirLex,
Indian Agent, Council Bluffs Aweney

Nn. {2,

Brruever, Covscin Buurrs Acency,
Septenther 16, 1847.

Ste: Agreeably to yom requesty, and in compliance with the
regalations of our government, I address a few lines to you, giving

~a brief statement of the Pawnee school.

We have in our family ten Pawnee children, which we board and
clothe; also four half-breeds which attend school, two of which
are Pawnees, and two helonging to the Ottoe interpreter; also three
white children—making in all seventeen. . We have had three chil-
dren under our care since the 6th of May last. During that time
they have made some progress in learning, although, owing to
Sioux frights, and other causes known to yourself, they have not
progressed as they would, had they been properly situated. Some
of them read gnite well in readings, and spell words of three or
four syllables as well as the generality of white children. Seven
of those who board in our family are girls and three boys. Some
of the girls are very pretty sewers, and are quite handy at house-
work. You know, sir, the Pawnee children were brought here
fourteen months since to save them from their enemies, ind of
course have very limited means to labor for their support; conse-
quently there is quite a bill of expense comes on the teacher for
provisions and clothing; I hope, therefore, the government will
deem it proper to foot such bill of expense. There is no doubt but
these children would flourish. under a well regulated school of the
manual labor system; but, sir, will 1)’vou, or any officer of the Indian
Department, tell me how this can be done under the existing cir-
cumstances of the Pawnees. They are hunted (as you well know
sir) more eagerly than the ferocious wild beast hunts his prey; an
it 13 not enough that they are in pursuit of the Pawnees themselves,
hut they are determined to destroy every effort of the government

-and missionaries, and white men’s lives are in danger..

If any one needs proof of this, I will refer them to the destryc-

tion of three thousand dollars expense of five or six months past,

of labor, tools, &c., by the Sioux and athers, and I very much fear
the result of six months to come if government do not interfire.
I hope to be pardoned for my plainness. I have had the experienca

14.
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of thirteen years hardships, privations, and loss of property, and

what is more, have been shot at, as also my wife; but we have

reaspn to be thankful to Him who stays the hand of the destroyer,

that our lives have been spared through dangers, seen and unseen,

and are yet here to witness scenes of cruel bloodshked, as well as
ourself.

With the above remarks I close by asking if something cannot
be done to protect the Indians under your agency, if not, schools
and every cffort to benefit them, may (in my opinion) as well_be ,
abandoned. -

Very respectfully yours, &c.,
SAMUEL ALLIS,
Pawnee Teacher.
Major Josy MiLLER,
Indian Agent.

No. 43.

WinneBAGo ScHooL,
Seplember 26, 1847,

Sir: Since my last annual report, one hundred and forty-four
scholars have been added to the school, making, with the number
then reported, two hundred and forty-nine, now receiving instiuc-
tion at the institution. B

The average attendance of the pupils within the past year has
been greater than at any former period, and it would be easy te
increase the number here and to locate schools at other villages,

rovided the appropriation would admit of it.

The following are the studies of the children, viz:

In geo%raphy and ]listory.-..u €t PO BUT Tes e AN B0 se0 e o ]4
In al‘it"netic S0 00 ¢ L e s S S0 B0 L EINEL LRI RN E e sy RSN S 30
In Worcester’s 4th reader. covvivt aveses besN s e st absE e 2
In NICGun.ey’S4th reader., SOt e Ve RO LI E Se st s RE s 6

In do lstl‘eadel‘.......--..u.--...-.............. 4
In do 2(1reader»aoannno-'coocnnl-o.o-a-o.-o-oc..tn 16
In dO Spe“ingbook---n-......u...-....'..-.-.... 37

In Sander’s SeriesS.eosvercresssecoortosrrsavarorssansasseses 21
In eclectic primer.-................n-- S e e ITENIL aaas oS 42
In words of one syllable.issvssrcinnnsesevincectnnnssnnsss 26
In alphabet..l...l.l.‘ll".‘..llll‘ CI PR 2R E U OEOS g ey g0t 62

Forty of the sbove number are writing~—most of whom present a
fair legible hand.
_ A portion of the girls’ time has been regularly devoted to domes-
tic economy, such as knitting, sewing, washing, &c., and the boys

have been employed on the farm, where suitable labor could be
found. X

PR PR P LA Ay
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I have never scen less intemperance among the Winnebagoes,
since my first acquaintance with them, than during the last year,
nor have they shown stronger indications of a disposition to culti-
vate the soil. The men are often scen at work, and they appear
to appreciate more and more the labor of horsesand use of wagons.
Their fields have yielded an abundant harvest, so that but little
suffering may be apprehended during the ensuing year from hun-

er.

I forbear making any suggestions at present, respecting future
operations, inasmuch as the Indians are supposed to be on the
eve of removing to their new homes, and it is not probable that
changes would %e deemed expedient, till after their settlement.
{i:I will only add, that with me it is no longer a question of doubt
respecting the practicability of civilizing the Winnebagoes. Should
this desirable object fail to be accomplished, the blame will rest
not on them, bnt upon those in charge of their interests.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. LOWRY,
Superintendent V. S.
General J. E, Frercrer, U, 8. Sub-Indian Agent.

—

No. 44.

Orrowa Mission SraTion, August 10, 1847,

Sir: Since my last annual report, the blessings of Providence
have centinued to attend our labors. Four weekly meetings for
preaching and prayer have been kept up,and nine have been added
to the ¢ Ottowa Baptist Mission Church” by baptism.

In October last, Miss E. S. Morse, of the Cherokee mission, was
instructed to teach a district school among the Ottowas. She ar-
rived in June, and opened a school at the Ottowa station. The
number of children who attended is 17—average number 11—of |
whom are in the alphabet, 5; orthography, 12; reading, 10; writing,.
8; arithmetic, 5.

The Ottowas, as a_nation, are gradually improving their houses,
fields, and stock, and are becoming more industrious, temperate,. -
wmoral, and religious.

The general health of this people has been much better during
the last year than it was the two preceding years.

The missionaries at this station are three in number, viz: myself
and wife, and Miss E. S. Morse, who labor under the patronage of
the executive committee of the American Baptist Mission Union of
Boston, Massachusetts, of which Rev. Solomon Peck is correspond-
g secretfary.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,-
JOTHAM MEEKER.

Col. A. J. Vavenan, Indian Sub-agent.
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No.

212
45.

Porvawarorie Baprist Mission, .
Jugust 12, 1847,

Sia: At the date af mine of last year, I was flattering myself
that ere this we should have had our schoel in successful operation
at the new house of tha Pottowutomies; but in this I have been
disappointed, as they show no disposition to leave their present
house. This we exceedingly regret, as we cannot, in the short
time allowed them to remain here, organize a boarding school.

The board of the A. I. M. Association have appropriated $1,500
for the erection of buildings at the contemplated residence of the
Pottowatomies, and we wait with much solicitude their advances
on that subject, especially as the feeling gains among them that
they cannot live in the country assigned them by their last treaty.
At the earliest moment, however, after they shall have indicated
their place of settlemeont, our buildings will be put under contract.
At the instance of those who superintend this school, and when it
was expected that the Indians would move last spring, the numbe:
of boarding scholars was reduced to five, who have been regularly
taught by me. In the meantime, I have devoted all the time that
the school did not require to the study of the language.

Four of the pupils are females, from six to twelve years of age.
ixne boy, six years old. All make pleasing progress iu study.
One little girl, six years old, taken last January, then entirely
ignorant of our language and letters, now spells with facility on
and off the book, in tables of five syllables, and reads in McGuf-
fey’s second reader. Another, taken about the same time, spells
and reads; a third reads, writes, and atudies first lessons in arith-
nietic; the remainin% two spell in two letters. They have also
heen taught sewing, knitting, and domestic economy.

No children are more sprightly, or promise more from natural
endowments than these: hence my opinion is, that the difficulty of
elevating the Indian lies not in a want of mental capacity or pecu-
liarity of character, but in the debasing cffects of influences which
hang around him from his cradle to the grave. In the fact that
some have attained to stations of respectability in the midst of all
opposition, is found abundant evidence that he is highly. suscep-
ti‘))}l)e of ‘ascending in the scale of civilization. The difficulty is not
in himself, but in the circumstancesunder which he is found. Who
would ‘think of teaching religion or letters in our cities where the
abandoned sons of ocean hold their midnight revels? and yet it
would be as easy to impart such instructjon there as here. As well
might the government expect the rose to bloom on a burning kiln
as that morals, letters, or religion, could be taught amid thesteams
of aldohsl.

Intemperance, leading to degradation and
obstacle with wiﬁch we have to contend, and, Atlas-hke, is growing
in strength and magnitude. Can it be arrested? Would it not be
hetter, rather than suffer the present state of things to exist, to give

overty, is the great
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all that is due the Indians at once
thus buy a truce with evil until the
wight do its office?

If woman may be allowed to fecl any interest in the honor of our
country and of humanity, permit me to appeal to you and to the
government in hehalf of this afllicted mn‘ miach injured race—the
orphan of the American family,

Respectfully,

to those who injure them, and
hand of charity, untramelled,

. E. McCOY,
A, J. Vavanas, Esq., Sub-agent. y ccov

No. 46,

Wes Barrist Masvar Lapox SchooL,
August 14, 1847,

Dear Sin: 1 received yours of the 8th instant in due time but
have not had leisure until now to answer your request. D\:rin
the past year not only our missionary family, but the 'Indians o%
these tribes have suffered much from ‘sickness, They number con-
siderably less now than they did twelve months ago. Their rapid
decrease is doubtless attributable, in part, to their free access to
whiskey dealers on their borders. ‘

I am sorry to say that one of their own race, who has lately emi-
grated to this country, has contributed more or less to this sad
work. Public worship has been interrupted at the station by the
Introduction of spirits by the aforesaid emigrant. But notwith-
standing the above trade’is persisted in almos? unmolested, we are
not without hope that our labor is not altogether in vai,n. The
advancement of these tribes in civilization and indusiry, thougl;
gradual, is very perceptible; many of their former prejudices and
superstitions have given place to better things. ’Iﬁxe school has
been prosperous and encouraging during the past year, averaging

etween ten and eighteen scholars; the parents of whom express
entire satisfaction with its rules and order. They seem to bé gain-
ing confidence in their missionaries, and are becoming willing for
us to control their children without any dictation from thé’t’ng In
a word, there is much encouragement, and great cause for Protes-
tants to prosecute their work among these reople. I cannot con-
clude without alludmg‘ to our worthy friemll, Baptiste Peoria, who
has done much for the Wea and Piankeshaw Indians, His influence
;z:;(i)zeor:‘ll){ﬂgrte}?t, but his counsel good, rendering himself of great

h the imissionary i 2Va i
bresont Aunroane condition,) n clevating these people from their
I 3, sir, with respect, your obedient servant

B. M. ADAMS.

€olonel A. J. Vavenan,
Indian Sub-agent.

DU 3 PR

Tt

—~ . n

P,



[EL .

ISR

=
T W T

.

“

eratohenple

P )
TEUTNINE

5 3
e

e
et

CRpir A

s

)

T e T SN 3
. ngmr

o

[

o2

irngen 8 e e

e

2
oY

o

Nwa b nie e wd b

P

’ ::0~G

-
e T e e
e T, 2t e T

2o

T B R o el A
P

=5

s

A g S s iy

——— e -

966650044

24 EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS.

No. 417.

Svsar Crerk Catuonsc Mission,
August 1, 1847.

DeARr Sir: In compliance with my duty of giving you the annual
report of our mission and schools amongst the Pottewatomie In-
dians here at Sugar creek, I hereby lay before you the following
few statements concerning the same, as I deem 1t unnecessary to
mention in detail what you yourself have been able to see and wit-
ress amongst our Indians.

The Pottowatomies who live at our mission form a congregation
of upwards of 1,300 members of the Catholic church, accustomed
to sober, industrious habits, emulating the white man in the va-
rious duties and exercises of a civilized life; and being so remark-
able for their piety and assiduous attendance to church duties that
our church, large as it is, is unable to contain the thronged multi-
tude of Christians. Our schools, also, have been in constant ope-
ration; thg male English olass numbers seventy-eight attendants,
the female class sixty. The same bhranches of useful knowledge
we have labored to impart to our pupils as in the preceding years,
as the accompanying schedules of the studies and progress of each
individual testify; though, for further information as to the par-
ticulars of the system of teaching wekia. o adopted tor our schools,
the education we give to our seholars, &c., reference may be had to
our preceding reports, in which we presume this has sufliciently been
specified. Wherefore, passing over this subject, I beg leave to add
one word more about our missions.

Long since we used, in our excursions, to visit the Peorias, a des:
titute, forlorn tribe of Indians, who seemed not only to necd our
assistance, but to be tvuly worthy of it. The wretched state in

vhich we first found them was really pitiful; but, thanks to Him
who calls himself the father of the poor, no sooner had they began
‘to embrace the doctrines of the Catholic church, than they began

to emerge from their state of wretchedness; they became models of - §

temperance and industry; and, I may say, that their condition,both
in a moral and leinpora{ point of view, has been so admirably im-
proved that they have excited their ncighboring brethren to a lau-
dable emulation; wherefore, almost the whole tribe of Pian-

keshaws have commenced to tread in the footsteps of the former, g

and, like them, to live as good, sober, industrious members of our
church; others are preparing likewise to quit and change their
old modes of living; and, in fact, so favorable are the dis-
positions of many of the Indians towards a change for the betten
and the habits of civilization, that, in correspondence with this
general manifestation of-good will, we have determined upon ex
tending and multiplying our missions as much as our means il
allow; and that if the government and its. respectable offilers
should lend us the hand, and bear part of our expenses, we doubt nof
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but we shall effeot i

: ] 'ty ere long, still mor

watomies and their neighbo‘cr{i’ng red brcilg'(::?ld Hmongat ous Potta-
Dear, sir, most respectfully, yours,

Ces. VaveHax, J. K. L. VERREYDT,

Pottawatomie Sub-Agency.

No. 48,

owa axp Sac Mission
‘ Septemd
e o September 30, 1847.
Ingi‘:n.s i:xec work ]of misstons and uaprovement by schoois amo
Indi co”atcrsa?l gﬂrf.};;:al te;n(tl §:0_w l]ll }their progress, and so mixed ‘r;
¢ & allales, that it is Jdiflicult for those inti
;??s(;:ést-cdl‘}ll(th them to tell, at any time, just how ltll‘)(l)lscthl?sh?ately
por‘tant'wo‘}k ¢ other works of tmprovement, the first and mo:thm-
portant w : llS 't_o lay a good foundation. How far we ma hlm'
s { In laying a foundation is not for us to say indeed.
E l“'lpotssxblc f’orl us precisely 1o tell. ynor indeed,
Y hatever we have yet accomplished., is §
laying a foundation for future Iusef‘ul(n,elsss.m }:
:\lrll;o’x:(%ultthello]\_\'as, “f"e ;mve not evidence to be
sduit Jndians of the nation or vil]
she ade _ _ Village has yet ex
" ‘ﬁl{oofﬁgsmﬁ; . The only case of hope was thg girl iﬁe:u?";‘zi'a
st o « ilep'll"ts lfgn)n@g.} When tolhl on her death-bed that sh:
m ; "eply was, (and the la
(())l;! lt)hFlh],' wou;t I see Moses :;n(d the i';afgls)(?s’sl‘tcnce she spoke,)
e :\'eul'r:\":gs are now up and our school in operation. Since th
pres’entlin:e,tlrg:gl;:c;lnl:t ?1” abotut seventy scholars, though, at thz
presen A 1 constant attendance over tyeniy
o eﬁl\ill" élr\:)a.:——axd Some are helping their paront;)tt)“tz’l)(tg .casrgm(t‘:
ready o stnrithc;n u,: lfl?:tn as (lhclr corn is gathered, and they a;)e
fr?ln'n e ot 0 » We hope to have as many as we can take
he Sacs have not y :
. s he 2t yet sent any, nor do we know i
us;‘;‘;“g}{v}he lli]'ISt nterview with them was mor?:“ f;l:':tr giey an
retar): o thl:l},‘o r. Lowne,ﬁ:om New York, the correspori‘di: o
he 11 the ¢ ({}1!}1;“00 on Foreign Missions, visited us lnst sg ing,
Shourt o not‘"u]e our stock ‘of clothing with the Sacsprmg,
prond azti l sc;n(' any children to the schaol. This was thy ught
fro sch’o{;] ac?l ;}r Y 1 view of the large sum they ni(; 3 t;ught
wos ehool, nd torwhich they have received no retulr; %‘iar Trer
" hae:‘ a}n the effect was evidently favorable - © offer
of P b ]\S?aca):tgl‘ytrﬁcexyed two hoys from the mo;mtains aid to b
Tebng cet™ tribe. They are fine little boys sela ine
for hari 'ihee t{)gency of a Mr, i’apau, a gentlemen in St. J;e ‘"}}.
who are P'mfnb rought to our school. " "We have alsotwb. chilsgp o
sage. The children who have remained with ::esl‘l
3

reparing the way and
ong as we have been
lieve that any one of
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have made commendable progress, both in the Indian and English
languages ; have memorized between seventy and eighty questions;
also a number of hymns in their own langnage, which they can
sing beautifully without any assistance. In needle and kitchen
work, the girls have also well advanced. We have been at a loss
for suitable help, both in teaching and in the kitchen, which is a
serious draw-back in our work, but we are not in the least dis-
;ouraged. )
) Omglittle press has until Iately been idle for some t_nnc—-—)not‘be-
ing able to gain time from other duties to attend to it. l?rtlons
of the Scripture have been translated, and a part of Matthew’s gos-
pel printed. A synopsis of the Iowa language has been prepared
and is now in the press. We have also an elementary and hymn
book printed and in uee in the school. . .
Our help at the station, with the compensation allowed, is as
ollows : _
f Mr. Hamilton and wife, «vovvvnviiinevaes .. $200,00
S. M. Irwin and wife; vvoveeiveivonnaeans,.200,00
One hired hand on farm, at §11 per month, ..132,00
Two girls in kitchen, one $£40, and one $60,,,100,0
Mr. and Mrs, Blooker are also here at this time, but expect to
leave soon. We have also an occasional hand on the farm, and f
there is an allowance of $25 to cach white child in our families
The entire estimates of our expenses, one year, for forty scholars, E
including salaries, &c., but exclusive of clothing and transporta
tion, is $1,735,00, but we hope to get along on less the present year. §
“We have 2 fine crop of corn, potatoes, beans, cabbages, &g, We
have been favored with much better health than usual t{ns seasof, 3
which calls loudly for an increase of our energies and exertions in
the work before us. ) .
We do not think of anything more that may be interesting or K
proper for us to i;ive in this report.  Accept our best wishes for ¥
your comfort and happiness.

EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS,

Yours, truly,
S. M. IRWIN,
W. HAMILTON.

W. E. Rucker, Esq.
Inc,iianq-S,'ub-agmt, Great Nemaha, Mo.

No. 49,

GreaT NEMAnA Sup-AGENCY,
September 30, 1847.

Sir : I entered upon tiic duties of my office on the first day_of
March of the present year; but the season was very cool and back b4
wardﬁand the Indians were very dilatory in preparing their grost

for the plough, and even averse to having it ploughed until the

EOUCATION AND SCHOOLS, 217
weather should become warm; therefore I ploughed very little until
near the 10th of April, when I started two teams and kept them
constantly going until it was too late to plant.

In consequence of their ground being mostly in detached picces,
(some of them less than one-fourth of an acre, and many less than
half an acrc,? it is impossible for me to form anything like a correct
estimate ‘of the quantity of ground ploughed; but I am confident it
was as much, if not more, than they ever had ploughed for them
before in any one season, and more than the Indians have attended
as it shoul¥ have been done to produce advantageously. I have in
vain endeavored to persuade them to forsake their small patches
and cultivate more ground in large bodies. Like many whites,
they cannot be pursuaded that any course is better than “the good
old way” which their fathers and” grandfathers followed.

The season has been very favorable, not only for raising the
crops, but, thus far, for securing them; and the squaws, who per-
form all the labor, have taken such advantage of it (when sober
themselves, and when not kept from work by drunken Indians) as
to raise lagge quantities of corn, beans, pumpkins, squashes, &ec.,
which they are now getting well secured in good condition. 'They
have certainly much more than they can consume within the next
twelve months unless they are extravagantly wasteful.

FREDERICK LYDA,
lowa farmer.

Wx. E. Rucker, Esq.,

Indian Sub-agent, Great Nonaha Sub-ugney.

- No. 50.

Sac axp Fox PATTeERN Farm or Missouni,
October 1, 1847.

Sir: The farming operations of the Sacs and Foxes of Missouri
have been conducted upon tlie same plan, and with about the same
success, as in the two previous years. The crops raised on the
Pattern farm are superior to those of any former year, The wheat
crop will amount te about eleven hundred bushels, which, estimated
at its real value to the Indians, would alone pay the salary of the
farmer and assistant farmer. The corn crop amounts to between
sixty and seventy acres,and is also very heavy. Their potato crop
was small, but very good. They have all, without an exception
I' believe, raised 2 superabundance of corn, beans, pumpkins,
squashes, &ec., &c. ’

. Since I had charge of the farming operations, the principal por-
tion of the tribe have removed from tgeir first residernce, on their
own land near the mouth of the Wolf river, some six miles higher
up, and settled an the lands of the Kicka 00s, with the consent
and under an a%reement with the latter tribe. They are anxious
to have a field roke, and to make some permanent improvement
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at their village. This would, I presume, be bad policy so long as
the land belongs to the Kickapoos, as it might eventually lead to
difficulty between the two tribes, which I have often told them.
Under these circumstances they wish to effect an exchange of lands
with the Kickapoos, to which they say the Kickapoos have agreed.
The proposed arrangement, I understand, is this: the Kickapoos
agree for the Sacs and Foxes to have the land north of Wolf river
to the Kickapoo line, (which will include their present village,)
running westward to the dragoon road from Fort Leavenworth to
the Council Bluffs; for which they agree to take in exchange the
same quantity of land from the eastern end of the Sacs and Foxes,
Iying on the Missouri river. I cannot forbear expressing the
opinion that this would be a very advantageous arrangement for
the Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, as the location of their present
village is a very fine one—land, timber, and water, all being good.
Besidesy it will-place them at least eight miles from the whiskey
traders on the Missouri; whereas, at their old village they could
get whatever they were able to buy within two miles.” This is the
reason given by their chicef, Ne-som-quot, for their removal; and [
cannot too strongly recommend it to your notice. Another advan-
tage which would be gained by their permanent settlement where
tney now live, is, that it would put a greater number of miles between
them and the Iowas, with whom they are at continual variance for
alleged thefts and depredations upon their property. Tam satisfied
that it would be greatly to the advantage of both tribes if they
were much farther separated, as my observation has confirmed me
in the belief that the two tribes can never live in peace while their
villages are so near to each other. The blame, perhaps, rests on
both sides; but this does not lessen the necessity for their separa-
tion. I am not awarc of the official action necessary to effect the
exchange of lands; but as both tribes are willing, and as it wmust be
apparent that it would be greatly to the advantage of the Sacs and

oxus, and certainly not prejudicial to the Kickapoos, who have at
any rate'ten times more land than they need, I think that an agree-
ment between the chiefs of the two tribes, made in the presence of
their respective agents, and ratificd by the Department, would be
sufficient to justify the permanent settlement of the Saes and Foxes
at their present village. They say that they are anxious to raise
cattle and hogs in accordance with the will of, their great father,
but that it is no use to try it while so near the Iowas, who would
continually steal and kill them.

The line between the Iowas and Sacs is a source of continual
complaint; and, if it has ever been established, its location is not
properlg' understood by either tribe. I think it should be perma-
nently fixed and marked to prevent difficulty. All causes of jeal-
ousy should be removed, as Indians are too apt to indulge this
disFosttlon even when there is no ground. :

The Sacs and Foxes, according to the pay-roll of the present
year, amount to one hundred and seventy-seven. This should not,

however, be taken as an index of their true strength, as one-half of }

them, or more, have gone to the Sacs and Foxegof Nfississippi stnce

EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS. 219

tlieir removal to the south. They have been led there by the very
Iaige annuity paid to that tribe, and the indebtedness and conse-
quent poverty of their own; but 1 majority of them will return in
a year or two, as their debts are now nearly paid, and the dividend
hereafter will be larger. Many of them are now anxious te return,
and would do so but for a false pride, and for fear of being laughed

.at by their former friends and associates. It will not be longbefore
Aheir pride will give way to their obvious interest, and they will

y-erhaps all retury. .
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. W. FORMAN,
Sac and Fox former.
Major W, E. Ruceken,
Indiun Sub-agent, Greuaf Nemaha Sub-agency.

. No. 51.
Cuoctaw Acescy, Oclober 20, 1847,

Sir: In compliance with your recent instruction, I proceed to
furnish an abstract of the reports of the superintendents of the dif-
ferent schools in this ageney.

The Chuahla Female Seminary at Pine Ridge, near Fort Towson,
is under the charge of the Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury; 44 scholars
have attended during the last year. Of these 33 were boarders,
and 11 day scholars; of the boarders, 24 were supported by the
nation, the remainder by their friends, or by their own labor. In
the school room the gir?s arc under the charge of Miss Goulding,
and are instructed in arithmetic, the elements of natural philosophy,
geography, grammar, and history, besides the usual exercises in
writing, composition, committing portions of Scripture to memory,
&e., &ec.

" Out of school, the greater portion of the girls are employed,

under the direction of Miss Slate, in making dresses for themselves
and others, and in the manufacture of various articles oi needle
and fancy work. They have also made pantaloons and other gar-
ments for men, and have done a large amount of knitting and
netting, &c., and they are divided into companics, which relieve
cach other from time to time iuthe labors of the kitchen and dining
room,

. The female school at Wheelock, 15 miles cast of Fort Towson,
Is under the charge of the Rev. Alfred Wiight; 24 pupils are edu-
catéd and maintained at the expense of the nation; 13 attended as
day scholars, boarding at home; and 8 were boarded at the expense
of their friends, or in consideration of their services, making in all
45 scholars. ‘T'he teachers are Miss Dolbeau and Miss Dicﬁinson,
and the branches taught are the same as at Pine Ridge, with the
addition of an elementary work on astronomy. The course out of
gclool is also the same.
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The schools at Pine Ridge, Wheel i i i
$1,600 per annum from thgc bhortaw:.v k,’l“;xrédl(tﬁ)unt:l).‘:'I*‘Cca;fhlref‘:ew‘e
nary receives $3,000; Armstrong Academy, §2 900, and I“m(e(,'c;;“- =
af}‘}~s.pcll(‘0r Academies, $6,000 per annum cach. ,"l‘hcre (1): I(I on &
g( ( lhonalA:\llowapc.‘c of §833 33 per annum cach to Arlllét;o? ; 33

pencer caldemics; a like sum is paid to Mr. Wrigl .
schonl at Norwalk, and §2,000 per annum f‘ e el iratie
Jfund is expended at Spencer Academy. Ih'ir\?emllh(i o
:thicxnct amount contributed by the different mis;i(('m‘:::"as:)?'Sth'o“'
short time before Lis deathy my predecessor visited %he ::?u:g‘l;s

‘Mr¢. Wright has also under his supervision, at Narwalk, b miles
from his residence, 2 school for boys, under the immediate charge
of Mr. H. U. Pitkin; 27 pupils have bven in regular attendance. §
"Their studies are simlar to those of the girls at Wheelock. In- |
struction in music is also given, ton the plan of the Boston
Academr.”

"The Rev. Cyrus Byington is superintendent of  the Igunobi-
Female Seminary, ncar the southeastern corner of the Choctaw
He repogts 60 pupils, of whom 9 were small boys, attend-
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ing from the neighborhood as day scholars. The teachers arc Miss | under the care of Mr. Kingshury and- .

Hall and Miss Keyes, and the general arrangements, in school F stand, expressed the “‘lm‘::,g;)r:::ﬁ‘f’,:'t'.l er' Wright, and, I under- (

is about the same as that described at Tine Ridge. the scholars. At Pine Ridge, onc ;,f":;l‘("it::‘(;l!‘"Og"‘i‘sﬁl‘;:;‘“C by !
H ) ' S nis, a tu ooded !

and out,
No report has been eceived frem the Rev, Mr. Hotehkins, super-

intendent of the Kooashu Female Seminary. It is presumed that
no material change in its condition has occurred since the date of §
his last report. The Choclaw trustees and others, who were pre- §
sent at the examination of this institution in July last, speak in the
highest terms of its general manageraent, and the proyress made by
the scholars. .
The superintendent of Annstrong Academy, the Rev. R. D. Potts,
« °  does not state any facts in relation to the condition of his school,
further than that the boys, after suffering a great deal from sick-
ness, causing a suspension of operations, are at present doing well
e adds that there is a farm of fifty acres connected with the in- |

Indian girl, made sev intri
R > severa 3y A i i
the hla(i-’k-b,(mnl, in lxi;;)i(“:;‘t:li";m\t‘ i't‘;“l )f‘lﬂ:;‘l"lf-‘ﬂf(‘;l o o
s 3 -y with all the rapidity and accuracy
‘ d; i his ) wac
:f"lll[\;‘ ':;10:; lc’zxpul .u(;)'n?tnm; and, at Wheelock, under ;hc n;'\(n’
ageme e accomplished instructress i i it
e pupile showed .lI o lert ess in the hizher departinent,
§ (b pupils showe : I“.I)u ('nul degree of proficiency in various
§ bes s, s scheool, there were show : i :
; ! . A . d 8 1 solne very oreq A
; ls‘lowumu.v::& o]l dfrn\s ;n;;s, exeiuted by the scholars aftc “(‘(l;il;'l:::t
4 comparatively few lessons. The chibiti wes At
3 lessons. r¢ exhibitions, howev ¢
o  few Lo S, ever, that made
1?\&‘.(:“:11051 impression was il Norwalk., Besides l):c nrd;n:‘rh'
outine of studies, the teacher, Mr. Pitken, had {ake i
to intervest the hboys in vocal music. He had ‘(ho‘ o grlt‘li\‘ Ned
to interest (he boys, sic. i m so well trained
o . : ' : k : at pleasure cause the ire school, wi
stitution, cultivated chiefly by the boys, which yieldsan ample sup- § slightest discord, ‘I" sound any gi"“"l""?‘"?:”“ e ‘““'10"‘ o
; b : 0 £0 ] v »in the gamut. ‘The per-
R fection they had attained in their musieal exercises. was in ll)‘:\r,l
sSes, s A

ply of corn, &c.
The Rev. J. B. Ramsey states that the institution under his § astonishing, but it was by
A ) ! as by n pans
charge (Spencer Academy has also suffered severely from sickness, branchos.D,Wha(cvo'f they ;m(:‘ ;]:l,:;:;d l:t ”{l“ I(”"":w of other
L taught thoroughly. ) at all, had evidently been

which assumed the form of an e‘\idcmic, and prostrated a large
In regard to the schools in other parts of this superintendency, I
¥

number of hoys, terminating fatally in several instances. Of late,
the health-of the students, with one or iwo exceptions, has been lave no information beyond what is contained in tl s of
p : atned i e reports o

.. MERES R, W,

4 ¥ ood. The number in attendance at the examination in July was Ragents herewith forw N, ;

} 'éf‘ %3. Of their studies, Mr. R. says, ¢4here is one small classyread« l3:§4bor s,chools a:e‘toonl‘)zrz-lsct(zll‘blisll‘ni:l‘(L‘}gzﬂme}m i awarc,tha manual

.g;g ing in the Latin reader, and another class sludyin%’Laﬁn grammar;@#nd Quapaws. As yet, I believe no azlgufltlm t‘?hfclkasaws, Crecks,

-4 % the rest are in various stages of advancement. We have endeav- geowards the execution of these plans, furth S the been taken
£l ored to pay more attention to the cultivation of music than for- @ site for one of the Creek schools. - er than the selection of
£ nerly, and hope to be able to cffect still more. Speaking and com- l§ Very respectfully, your most obedient servant '
. position are weekly exercises,”  Out of school, the boys are re- i SAMURL M R[’T,HFI .
i quired to spend two hours and a half daily in 2 ricultural and me- ¥ Acting ls'ffperinlenrje: ) ’W o “'(,)‘RD_; .
i chanical labor, under the direction of their teachers, . g Yon. W. Mevivr, it Western Territory. :

The Fort Coffee Academy is divided into two branches; one for Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

boys at Fort Coffee, the other for girls, at New Hope, 6 miles dis-
tant. At the former, the Rev. W. L. McAlister, t{;e superintend-
ent, reports 64 scholars; at the latter 26. The boys are instructed @&
in grammar, geography, arithmetic and natural ?hilosophy. The §
irls in %eogmf.h , arithmetic, and grammar. ¢ The boys,” says §
fr. McA., ¢ have labored generally a part of each day on the B
farm, and the girls have been more or less employed about domestic @
affairs, when out of school.” '
All the establishments enumerated are supported by the joint B
contribution of the Choctaws and the different missionary gocieties. B
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