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The Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance (OEPC) is issuing this Environmental
Compliance Memorandum (ECM) under the authority provided by 381 Departmental
Manual Chapter 4.5B to convey instructions and guidance through the Environmental
Memoranda Series. This ECM establishes the procedures for bureaus to follow to prioritize
their environmentally contaminated sites and report the prioritization results. This
prioritization procedure meets the objective of ranking the entire Department of the
Interior’s (Department) contaminated sites and identifying the most critical sites. The
procedure nationally ranks the Department’s contaminated sites as Priority 1, 2, or 3.

OEPC and the Office of Financial Management (PFM) manage the Environmental and
Disposal Liability (EDL) process for the Department. The Environmental and Disposal
Liabilities Identification, Documentation and Reporting Handbook v1.1 was issued by the
Department in March 2006 to provide a consistent approach for identifying, estimating and
reporting contingent environmental liabilities across the bureaus. To facilitate EDL
management, OEPC developed and maintains the Environmental Database to record and
track these liabilities. This database is the Department’s inventory of contaminated sites that
are known or suspected of posing an unacceptable risk to human health or the environment.
The database captures sufficient information for the Department to assess the type of
contamination present on Department-controlled lands, and the progress of their cleanups.
The Department has determined that additional information is needed from the bureaus to
assure that the Department’s most critical sites are being addressed. To accomplish this, all
bureaus must rank and prioritize their contaminated sites that are tracked within the
Environmental Database. The database fields for this effort will be online by March 30,
2008. Bureaus will initially enter this data in the database by the end of September 30, 2008,
and then annually update by the end of each fiscal year.

Bureaus may continue to use their existing ranking process as long as they incorporate the
Department’s key elements which include consideration of human health and environmental
risk and legal factors. Bureaus that are without a ranking process, or with processes that are
missing the Department’s key elements, must either develop a compliant ranking process or
use the Department’s EDL ranking tool. This will result in an ordinal (numerical) ranking



of sites for each bureau. Bureaus will then categorize their sites as either a Priority 1, 2, or 3
based on liability status and document their justifications within the Environmental
Database. OEPC reviews this database on a quarterly basis and will use this information to
determine which sites are of the highest priority to the Department.
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