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Assistant Secretary John Berry
cfo Document Management Unit
Department of tha Infetior

18490 C Street, NW, Mailstop-7229
Washington, DC 20240

FAX: (202)208-3230
Dear Aszistant Secretary Bamy,

Papa Cla Lokahi (POL) ts part of the federal health initiative
established to improve the health status of Native Hawaiians thraugh the
Native Hawaiign Health Care Improvernent Act of 1988 (P.L. 100-579) and
reauthorized in 1992,

First, congratulations on a fine report. K captures the essence of
rssues and concems which have remained with us for generations.

Cur spédilic voinrments, however, are dirscted to the section on
Health and Weffare {pp. 45-46) in your report:

(1} You note a number of heslth statistics in the first paragraph.
More up to date data on Native Hawailan health disparities are found in
the reauthorized legisiation for the Native Hawailan Health Care
Improvement Act (s. 1828 which is currenfly being considered by
Congress (See Attachment 1-Sec. 2 FINDINGS (). p :’-H?

(Z You note in your final paragraph the need for additional health
carg resources, We agrea. The cument ievel of fundirl‘j; is no where near
to that provided to giher Indigenous peaples of the Unlted States (See
Attachment 2 for statement by our prasident, Myron B. Thompson),

(3} Again, In your final paragraph, you reference our program and
the need for additional resources, We strongly agree.  The justification for
health care dollars to Mative Hawaiians is slmilar to thaf for American
Indians and Alaska Natives. Native Hawailans were members of an
autonsmous nation with whom the United States had & direct political
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relatichship through treaties prior to Hawai'i becoming a state. Further,
that in the process of Hawal' becoming a state, Native Hawaiians Jost or
gave up their ability {0 use or control large tracts of land former| held “in
trest” by the Crown and the Hawaiian Government and used for their - -
health and welibein% Today, large portions of these lands are still

controlled by the Unifed States. Papa Qla Lokahi views the provigion o
heaith care to Native Hawailans as parl of campensation for loss of

A0CESS 10 and use of these [ands.

Thank you for the opportunity 1o submit our comments. We ate in
the process of designing a federal health care partnership and look
forward ta continuing discussions in this area, :

Sinceraly

rdy Sgioetir, Executive Director



