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Caveat to the testimony of David Donn Maika’i Hana’ike

This testimony presented before this commission is given in the spirit of aloha, It is
an expression of our sincere desire to alleviate as much of the present woes of the
native llawaiian people as possible within the current political and legal framework
in the United States. [Ilowever, the submission of this statement should not be
misconstrued as a concession to the commission or (o its authorizing body as
possessing the proper authority to dispense the question of reconciliation for the
historical and contemporary wrongs commirtted against the native Hawaiian people
or of the Hawaiian nationals.

The question of U.S. delinquency in Hawai’i and of the remedy appropriate o such
Injuries is a matter not confined to the purview of this commission or of the U.S.
government. The consequences of a state committing an act of aggression against
another state is a matter of international import to be seen through the perspective
of international standards of conduct. The obligations of an invading slate in
violation of international law to thc invaded stale and its people is a matter of
international import. Thus, we make this special appcarance before this commission,
reserving all questions of jurisdiclion for an as yet, unidentified Independent,
impartial body.

Therefore, I present the following testimony to this commission with the limitations
expressed in this caveat.

Although I belong to several Hawaiian organizations, my thoughts are my
own and do not represent those of the organizations that [ belong to.

Reconciliation is an important part of the “healing process” that must come
between two parties where one party has been “wronged” by another. In
this case, the United States acknowledges its role in the illegal overthrow
of the sovereign nation of Hawai’i in 1893, and wishes to commit to a
process of reconciliation. What concerns me is the fact that the
reconciliadon process is being handled by the Department of the Interior,
which has jurisdiction to situations that arise through land under the
domain of the United States at the time of the transgression. The
overthrow of the sovereign nation of Hawai'i was in international waters,
thousands of miles from U.S. domain, and thus, the body that should be
receiving this testimony should be the Department of State, which has the
domain to conduct international policy.

Reconciliation must also include all transgressions that need to be
reviewed. In 1993, Public Law 103-150 was created by the United States
in hopes of creating dialogue between itself and native Hawailians. The
reconciliation process actually must include all sovereign Hawaiian
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nationals, and not only native Hawaiian people. Being a sovereign nation
with nationals other than native Hawaiians, Hawaiians should include all
those who signed allegiance to the Queen.

Reconciliation must be publicc The United States must allow the
international arena know of its wrong-doing from 1893 up to the present
time. This report to the public must inform all that was done, what was
kept from the Hawai’i nationals, the U.S public and the international
political arena. This public announcement should also include all
announcements of the use of force in 1893, the illegal Joint Resolution of
1898, the taking of national lands for military/government purposes, and
all present day public law that would not be appropriate due to the illegal
status of the annexation of an internationally free nation. The U.S. must
also address all of its wrongs in accordance to international law, and
determine with the international courts what can be done to rectify the
wrongs with the sovereign nation of Hawai’i. With this public and
international admission of guilt beyond Public Law 103-150, the U.S. will
truly start to announce and accept responsibility of its erroneous actions.

Reconciliadon must allow for all Hawaiian nationals to determine their own
fate by the “self-determination” process with the total support of the
transgressor (United States of America). It is the moral and international
obligation of the transgressor to assist in any way possible the process of
reconciliadon and reconstruction of the form of government that was
abused and the assistance in the construction of any form of government
that the party so desires.

The United States must start to lay the foundation for all international and
national support systems to assist in the repair of past wrongs committed
to the sovereign nation of Hawai'i, commit itself to the right of the people
of the nation of Hawai’i to “self-determination”, and support all systems
necessary to allow these people the type of governance that they desire.
In addition, all properties seized during the overthrow should be returned
and all treaties (old and those to be made) acknowledged and honored.
This will allow for reconciliation to be “pono” (just).
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