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MERRIE CARCL GRAIN
F.0O. Box 696
Honolulu, HI 9880%

Sepl. 16, 2000

Mr. Johkn Bemy
Aszistant Secratary,

Dept of the Intariar
Bocument Manggerert Uit
184% C 5., NW
Mail Siop 7220
Washington, DC 20240

Dear M. Bermy,

| am writing ta valce my opposition fo any "recencillafion” regarding the people of
Hawail.

| was bom In Hawai and have lved here all of my life except for @ coupla of
years when | was away at schoal. | have graat love for these islands and ALL of
the pecple who reside here. | also feel that things have been blown way out of
proportion and that history is being rewritten at a fantastic rate these days.

Culturaily speaking, some of the most voral Hawalian women would lilerally have
been put to death in the past, [ the culfure they glorify as-being so perfect,
because they are "sommanars” and alse because they are women. They couldr’t
svan sit down and est meals with their men, nor eat certain fonds withoul the
death penalty. For men, wemen and children, there was the death penaly if thelr
shadow crossed the path of an #hi's (chieffroyalty) shadow. Gee, what an idyllle

life fhey had, eh?

Furthetmore, nobady cwned land back then, All these folks ars squawking about
“thelr” land being stoten, and how they want it back—wall, the inuth is, they raver
had any to begin wits! Life in Hawsii was & feifdom, and the only ownership was
in the hangds of the alii. T bear the average Hawaiian person tell 11, hefshe is
"descended from roveity. . well come on, SOMEBQDY had t0 be a commener,
but you'll never hear enycne admit ko being suchi

Basically, fhey wers staves, and the royalfy took the speils, 50 to speak, in terms
of the Jand and what was grown on it

You'll also never haar any of tha Hawaitans admit that there was an aboriging!
peaple ALREADY HERE when the Hawafians migrated to thess iglands. The
Hawaiians promptiy captured and enslaved them, and they were known as the
“kaua’. They were &lavas, they ware never allowerd 10 mingle or intermamy with
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regular H=zwaiiang, and when a human sacrifice was needed and no captured
prisoners of wear were available, a kaug was selecled to be sacrificed, They wers
50 looked down upon that you rarely hear them mentioned. s bad enough Bt
ng Hawalian admits 1o being anything but "rayaity”, but yoeurll never hear one
admil to being *kaua®, either,

Spezking of prisoners of war, King Kamehamsha is glorified as baing the one
wha "unibed™ tha islands, Yell, think ahout this far & minute. He *united” them ant
ended the fighting, sure encugh, but only becalse he got 10 be THE ruler. 1t was
rulhless and bleody, and he just heppened to ba tha guy who won, Sure, it vwas
"peacsiul” afler that, buf only becawse Kamebhameha pot i be in charge.

It was not & peacefu], ioving socisty as you've been led to believe.

The revaltyimenarchs who succeeded him gold as well as gave away much of
the lard themselves, 5o to say it was all "stolen’ by the U3, is sbsurd and a
convenient way 10 insligate fervor among the more radical and outspoken
Harwaiians. Certain Hawailan monarchs wera so busy consuming aleahol (sure, it -
was brought [n from outside, but the Hawalians already had their own alcoholic
beverage of choice (ealled “okglehan™), made from their cwn fi plants, that many
official dulies went ignered whits they frolicked and flaw kites (fferafly fiew kitas).
The razsmn we have o sandalwood left in these islands is that one of the kings
mada hiz own subjects ot every tree they could find in the native forests 1o ship
off to the Orient in exchange for money and material goods. The stripping of the
forests was not dore by the vilified white men, il was done by Hawaiians.

B The Hawaiians are NOT a perfect people. They are guilly of many of their own
tragls mistakes and behaviors, but are theosing instead to lay full blame on
anyone else, expecially the Unlfed States. It s @ bensfit of free speech afforded
them by LS. cifizenship which allows them to verbalize their hatred of America,
whten in thelr own culture less than bwo ceniures apo they could have baen Killed
for talking in this mannar, .

One man told me on the phone this week how much he hates “the white man”
and in the same conversation was telfing me Row much he gets each year from
Sacial Securily {an American federal program) because of the disability he was
bara with. What would he have done if he'd been born with thess same severs
dizabillfles a couple of hurdred years ago???

Spagking of health matters—anather subject the militants like to durnp on the
Uniled States—in the *ald days” here in Hawai, "lame was besutfuF, and
thinness wasn't 85 desired as obesity, to pul it plainly. There are prints made by
aarly sxploration fiustrators, even depicling the queen, at e time, and she wag
mol what you'd call “petite™ We all khow that cbesity is a severe health problem
leading to many complications, but thiz was the case aven bafore thea LS. was in
Hawati, A= lo health matters thase days, there is irformatian on health available
for frae in the libraries {paid for by cur—and my-—taxas); as well as 10 sthools,
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communily centers, cinles, This information is on televislon, radic and in
newspapers. |s It really “the whiie man's” {ault thal even with all of this
wiformaticn ot there, individuals and families 581 choose i drirk their soda and
beer, sat chips, fry their food and basieally eat junk? Nobody is farcing them o
o that. Anyone here can eat 3 traditional Hawaitan diet; thare's plenty of rice,
fish, vegetables, fruif and pol 1o go arcund, The Hawailans are just as gutity of
sSuctumbing 1o a junk food dist as are any *typical” American familias whe
choose convenience over sensible choices. Heck, oven | gat “poim-- | wag ralsed
on it by my "American” parents, and love it iike ii's a pudding dessarn, But | know
Hawaiians who hate il and won't touch the Stuff, or who dort't Tike to 2at fish|

Sadly, most Hawaitans do MOT agree with the militant ones who can get the
money together to go to BG. Thesa mililents embarrass the cthers with their
actions and thalr rheteric. Many of the older Hawailans as well as younger onag
simply do not agree regarding raparations, reconciiisifon or enything else. They
fully resllze the beneflts of U5, dilzenship, Social Security, the freedoms they
have, and how much better Mewali (s as part of the U5, than il would be under
ary alher country, Tredy, if the U8, did not have Hewaii jn its family, some olher
eountry would have claimed i by now (Japan in WL or parhaps tha Spanlgh
befora that, Russia, Britain, ete.), Hawaii would never have been left to itself, and
the resulis of a refationship with any other country could have besn much, much
“worse® than the traumas the militants are claiming under the American flag.

Thera wera peopla whe igd 1o give testimeny I December, and they ware
shoutmd down or oot allowed time o speak. Scme of them wearer't shown an

television, althaugh fhe militanis cerfainly were. | know several Hawaitan families
who are embarassed and angered at the behavior of the militent Hawaiians.

They recognize and fully appreciata the benafits and conveniences and belier
lifestyle they hava due to Amerlean ingeruity ard influence {everything from
Coea Cola to paved roads, cars, Levl's, T-shirts, television, radios and
wompulers—io kidnay transplants which save {ives|

| fee| “raparations” are racist and vislate the Givil Rights of the rest of the
residents of these stands. [ feel that even the Cffica of Hawiian Affairs is illegal in
its exisionce, for the same reason. | alse intend to ask far & OHA ballot in our
upcoming election, because as a U8, cllizen end as a jifelong resident of Hawaii,
I feel | have the right 1o vote on matters which affect Hawaii, | know many others
who al=o intend to request an OHA ballot for ike same reasons, aven though
they Bre non-Hawalian. :

As a lifelong resfdent in Hawaii {| was bom hare when Hawaii was stil =

" tprritory™} and as a U.S. cilizen, and because my taxes are-affected by your

dacision, | emphatically state that | am ageainst recenciliation, reparations or eny
other sich concession to these militsnt Hawaiians who are rewriing history ahd
who are violating my ¢ivil Aghts in their racist effors.



There is Osage ndigh blead in my family, and | ¢zn tell you that the O=zags fruly
suffered it ways the Hawsitans cannat even imggine. The Hawaiians have naver
starvad to death an the plains, rezen lo death on karren land i winters, had
chibldren forcibly removed from familtes or any of the other tug injustices sufferad
in e past. It angars me and engers my mainfand Osage ralatives when the
Hawailans canvenienily compars themselves to the American Indizgns, Hey, the
Hawaiians had it 50 much betler in comparlson, Lhat It's infurisling for them fo
want t¢ latch ento the indians’ coattails, It's tima for the Hawaiiane to get off the
“poor me” rain, leave the "pity parly” they've Been hrowing for themsehves for
years, and ba glad they're who they are, whare'thay are. (Thay could bain
Bos=nia or Slerra Leons, now Hafs modem day suffering, for youl).

| urge your lo congidar that this 18 & racisl and blased and histarically rewrithen

situation which thragtens the civil ighis of the migjorily of the population in
Hawsi, 1am induding newspaper arficles and leters to show you that there arg

mary people who are urging the seme thing: that you not vielate QUR civil ighls,
pomrmon sense and REAL historde facts to pamper the radical minerty.

Sinceraly,
Memie Caral Grain
Encl: raws articlesfaditonal leters

G Haweii Delegation iz DC; InouyefAkakafhbercrombieMink
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