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DONNA LEE GRAIN
1750 Kalazkauz Ave., Ste, 3220
Henelulu, Bl 963325

Sepl. 16, 2000

ir. Johr Berry
Assistant Secretary,

Dept, of the Interior
Documment Management Unlf
1848 C 8t., NW
Mail Stop 7229
Washington, DC 20240

Ciear Mr. Bemry:

| &t wiEing 1o voice ry oppasition 1o any reconcilistion” regarding the peopla af

Hanwaii.

I was horn in Hawal and have lived here all of my life except for a couple of
vears when | was away at school. | have great love for these islands and At of
the people who reside here. | afso fesl that things have been bl way out of
proportion and that histary is being rem'ltten at a fantastic rate these days.

Culturatly speaking, some of the most vocal Hawaiian womert wolld hterﬂily have

besn put 1o death in the past, in the cullure they glonfy as being so perfect,
hacause they are "commeners” and also because they are women. They couldn't

even sit down and eat meals wilh their men, nor eat ceriain foods without the

‘death penalty. Far men, women and ¢hildren, there was the death penalty if thair

shadow croased the path of an ali's {chieffroyalty) shadow, Gee, what an idyllic
ife they had, eh?

Furttrerrnore, nobody owned land back thern, All thess folks are squawking about
“thel” land being slolen, and how they wart it back—wel|, the truth s, they never
had any to begin withl Life in Hawaii was a feifdom, and the only ownership was
i the hands of the alli, To hear the average Hawalish person tell it, hefshe is
*descanded from reyalty™ wall come on, SOMEBODY had to be a commonar,
but you'll never hear anyone admit i being such!

Basically, they were slaves, and the m:,'rai{y fook the spoils, so o speak, interms
of the lard and what was grawn on it -

You'll also never hear any of the Hawalians admit that'there was an abarigingl
peopls ALREADY HERE when the Hawaiigns migrated to these islands. The
Henwaitans promptly captured and enslaved them, and they were known as the
“kaua®. They were slaves, they were never allowed to mingle or intermarry with
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regular Hawaiians, and wihsn & human sacrifice was needed and no captured
prizonets of war wore available, a kaua was selected to be sacrficed, They were
sa laoked down upen that you rarely hear them mentioned, It%s bad enough that
no Hawaiian admits lo being anything but “rovaly™, but you'll never hear ong
admit to baing “kaua®, either.

Speaking of prisuters of war, King Kamehameha is glorified a5 being the one
who *united” the islands. YWell, think about this for 2 minule, He "united” them and
anded the fighting, sure enouah, but only heceuse he got to be THE ruler. [t was
rutitess and bioody, and he just happensed to ba the guy who won. Sure, it was
"praceful after thaf, but ondy because Kamehameha got to be 1n charge,

It was not & peaceful, loving sociely az you've been led to baliene,

rchs wiho sicceeded him suid as well &% gave away much of
::It-wheelg?a}é&tlﬁgrmnggﬁes, 0 10 say it was all "stolan’” by therU.E. ls absutd and &
conveniont way to instigate fervar armeng ihe more radicai anq outspoken
Hawaiians. Certain Hawalian menarche were 8o busy consuming alcohol {sure, it
was brought in from outside, but ihe Hawaiigns a1read1!r hed 1h_e:r own alooholic
baverage of ghofoe (called "okolehac™, made from their owh ti plants, that many
oHicial dufies went ignored while they fralicked and flew kites (Ferally flew kites).
The reason we have o sandalwood left in these Islands is that one of the kings
made his own subjacls cut every tree they could find in the nafive forests to ship
off to the Orient in exchangs for monsy and material goods. The stripping of the
forests was not done by the villfied white man, it was done by Hawailans.

The Mawaiians are NOT a perfect people. They are guilly of many of their own
tragic mistakes and behaviors, but are choesing instead to lay full blame on
anyone efse, especially the United States. It is-a bonefit of free speech afforded
them by. U.S. citizenship which allows them to verbalize thair hatred of Amerlea,
whern in their own cutiure less than two centures ago they could have been kiled
for talking in this manhar,

One man told me on the phone this week haw much he hates “the white man”
and in the same conversation was talling me how much he gets each year from
Social Security fan American federal program) because of the disability ha was
bem with. Ywhat would he have done if he'd heen bom with these same severe
disabilities a8 couple of hundred yaars ago???

Speaking of health matters-~another subject the militants ike to durnp on the
United States—in the “old days™ hare in Hawsaii, “large was beautihul”, and
thinness wasn't as desired &6 obesity, 1o pul [t plainly, There are prints mads by
early exploration illustrators, aven depicling the queen, at the time, and she was
net what you'd call “pefite™ We all know thet obesily is a severe 'he:al*th prokiem
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early exp]nralmn lustrators, even depicfing the quesn, at the fitna, and she was
not what you'd call “petite”! We ail know that obesity is a severe health problam

leading to many complicalions, but this was the case even befora the LS. was in
Hawaii. As to health matters these days, there is inforrtation on heallh avaitable
for free in the libraries {paid for by cur—and my—taxes); as wall as in schools,
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- commaunity certers, clinics. This sforrnation is on television, radio and in
newspapers. Is it really "the white man's” faull that sven with il of this
informatian out there, dividuale and familles sl choose 1o drink their soda and
bagr, gat chips, fry their food and bagically eat ju k7 Nobody is foreing them ta
do that, Anyone here can el & tradilions] Hawaiian diet: therss plenty of Tige,
fish. vegetabies, frut and pol fo ge around. The Hawaiians are just a5 guily of
suceumbing to @ junk food disl as are 8ny “typical’ American families who
choose convenience over sapgible choices. Heck, even | eat “ooi'-- | was raised
on it by iy = pamerican® parents, and love it [ike it's & pudding dessert, but | knore

Hawailans who hate it and wor't touch he sluff, or wha don't Tike to eat fish!

Sadly, mest Hawalians do NOT agree with the militant ohes wheo can getthe
monesy togetherto goto 06, Thase militants embarrass the others with their
getions and their thetore. Many oF the older Hawaiians as well 25 younger gnes
simply do not agree regarding reparaticns, reconciliation or arything else. They
fully realize the barsfits of 1.8, citizenship, Socil Seourity, the freedoms they
have, and how much better Howali is as part of the .S, han it would be under
ary othar Country, Truly, if the U.5. did not have Hawsl in its farmily, some other
country wauld have clairned it by now (Japan in VWi, or perhaps the Spanish
before that, Russia, Britain, efc.). Hawaii wauld never have been left io itseif, and
the results of a relationship with any giher country eolld have been much, much
wyarse” than the traumas the iriitants are ciaining under the American flag.

There were peophe who tied to give testimony in December, and they were
abouted down or not aliowed tme to spegk, Some of them werer/'t shawn on
tatevision, although tha militants certainly were. | know savaral Hawalian families
wio are embarassed and angered at the bohavior of the militant Hawsiians,
They resogrize and fully appreviate the benefits and convenlences and bettar
lifestyle they have dua 1o American ingenuily and influsnce {everything from
Coca Gola to paved roads, £ars, Lavi's, T-shirts, telavision, radios and
complters—io kidnay transplants which save lives!

| fee] “reparafions” are racist and vicizie the Civil Rights of the rast of the
residents of these istands. | fes( that ever the Office of Hawiian Affairs is illegsl in
its existence, for the same raason. | alse Intend t ask for an OHA ballot in our
LpComing slsction, because as a .3, citizen and as a iifslony resident of Hawai,
| feel | have the right to vote on mattars which affect Hawsail. | know many others
who aiso interd to reguest an OHA ballot for the same reasons, even though
they are non-Hawalian.

A5 a lifelong resident in Hawail (t was born Rere whetl Hawali was silli 2
“arilory’) 2hd as a U.S. citlzen, and bacause my taxes are sifectad by your
decislen, | emphatically state that | am against reconciliation, reparations of any
otier such concession to these militant Hawalians who are rewriting history and -
who are violating my civil rights in their racist efforts.
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Thers is Osane Indian blood in my family, and | can tell you that the Osage truly
sufferad in ways the Hawatians cannot even imagine, The Hawailans have never
starved to death on the plains, frozen to death on bamen [and in wirters, had
children forcibly removed from families or any of the olher true injusiices sufferad
in the past. It angers me and angers my mainland Osage refatives when {he
Hawsllgns conveniently compare themselves to the American Indlans. Hey, the
Hawaiians had it so much bether in comparison, that it's infuriating for them 1o
want to lateh onto the Indians’ coattalls. 1t's ime for the Hawalkans o get off the
“poar me” traln, leave ihe “pily party” they've bean throwing for themselves for
years, and be glad they're who they are, whete they are. (They could be in
Bosznla or Slerra Leone, now thaf's modem day sulfering, for youl).

) urge you to cangider that this is & racial and biased and historically rewritien
situation which threatens the civil rights of the majority of the poputalion in
Hawali, [am including newspaper articles and istters to show you that thers are
mary pecple who are urging the same thing; that you not viclate QLR clvil rights,
cammon sense arrd REAL historic facts to pamper the radical minority.

Sinceraly, Fé’; % . '

Donns Les Grain
Enel noews ariclesfeditornial leflers

{c; Hawail Delagation to DC; InouyefAkakafAbercrombieMdink



