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Xirk L. K. Durante
10312 Steamboat Landieg Lane
Borke, Virginia 22015-2542

Septesaber 22, 2000

Assistant Secretary John Berry
{40 Document Management Unit
Deparmment of Interior :
1849 C Street, NW, Mailstop-7229
Washington, DC 20240

Refercnoe: DRATFT REPORT--From Mauka to Makai: The Fiver of Justics dust Flow
Freely, dated Aupust 23, 2000

Dear Secretary Berry:

Aloha, I am Kitk Les Kealitialohio Durants, native Hawatian and gradeate of the
Eameharnshs Schools. Tam the corrers President of the Kamehameha School Alumni
Association encompassing all afumrd within the 13 Regions throushout the United States.
1 have enclosed my personal conments to the report referenced above for your
copsiderations, ‘The conuments below reflect the unfiving work, of maryr Natives Hawaiians

who have assisted me with preparing this letier,

1. Imtroduetion

Tr 19953, Congress passed Public Law 103-150, the Apelogy Resolution. The
resolution apolomizes for the role of the ULS. in the 1593 military averthrow of the
Hawaiian Kingdom. In 1999, pursuant to the premise of the resglution, Senator Akaka
requested that the Depertments of the Intertor (DOF) and Justice (DI} address the
reconrilistion {meening healing) betwesn the 118, and Native Hawaiians.

The Mauka to Makai repoct §s the resuit of a requast from Senator Akaka, The
report pravides the following five recommendations 1o begin the reconciliation process:
+  Congress should enact legislation regarding Native Hawaiians" political status aod
create o framework for recognizing & government-to-goverment relaticnship with a
representative Hawaiian governing body,

» the establishment of an office it the Department of the Interior to address Mative
Hawaiian szues;

» 1he Department of Justice and the Office of Tribal Justics o maintain & tialomae with
the Mative Hawaiian people and DOI on jssues of izl concern,

« the creation of a Native Hrwalian Advisory Commission to consult with DO]
regarding Hawaiian land management, resenree and cultural issues affecting Mative
Hawailans;
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» past wrongs to Native Hawaiian people shtould be addressed; and
» Congress, the Executive Branch of government, the State of Hawail, and Matve
Hawanane should develop the reconciliation proccss.

The draft report clearly autlines historical evidencs for Federal recogoition and the
estabishment of 4 native Hawatian government to protect Flawaitan rights, property,
culture, and language; and to preserve existing Federal bencfits favoring native
Hawaiians.

2, Recommernded Ymprovements to the #eport
s Federal Recopnition of Native Hawaifans.

Trecommendation: I strongly suppost and recommend the musch deserved Federal
recogrition of Native Hawaiiaus. 1fee] it is imporant that all digenons, Native
Americans have the same status under federal statwtes including the right to self-
datermination and self-governance, and a federally recogmized Soviernmnent-to-
govermment relationship with the Unlted States, '

s Tnterim definition for *Nativi Hawailzn,”
Recommetdation:

During recent hearings in Hawal'i, arguments wers put forward that 2 “interim”
definition of “Native Hawalian™ should be used to cocate s temporary role i order 1o
begin the prosess, This definition will recognize anly thoss defined in the Hawaiian
Homes Corammission At of 1920 (HHCA) with 503 or greater blood quantem as Native
Havraiioms.

Lintiting the definition of "Native Hawaiians” to those with SU% or greater blood
guantum further exacetbates the current injustices desctibed in the report. As part of the
reconciliation process, the definition should be broadened to include the vast majority of
Wative Hawaiians Hiving todey, and not the minority, as it cumently does,

As guch, the Report must clsarly aniculates that the benefits fom the approximately
68 exiating laws apply 1o & very small minority of “Native Hawaiians™ a5 defined by the
HHC A The repott is misleading and must be corezcted as part of thiz review process.
+ Blood Quaptem as defined by the HECA.
Recommendation:
As part of the reconciliation process, the definition of *Mative Hawaiians™ using

bloed quantums should e broadened to inelude the vast majority of Mative Hawallans
Hving today. Using ihe HHCA 50% blood gquastum provides bagefits to the rmdtanyity, net
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the majority of the Native Hawaiizns Bving teday.

Hawai'i is unigue becanse of i size, location, and history of massive immigration
which resulted in large-seale agrisuinral Jand ownership by foreimuers. A nztmal
consequence of these factors fed to marriage ontside of the Hawaiian ece by many
remgining Mative Howatians resulting in the dilution of the blood quantum. Becange of
the inter-racial maniages, many childeen eurrently on HECA lands do not techmisally
quakify for the lands their parents occupy and deserve.

The determination of 50% blood quantum a5 defined in the TTHCA is a divisive
wedga forped by foreigners that was dnven betwecn {Wo grotps of Native Hawaifans, As
1 discussed earlier, the vast majority of native Hawaiiaps have less than 50% blood
quenturi, (s creating have and have not groups, The original HHCA, legislation
snbmitied in 1920 by Prince Jonah Kuohis requested 1/32 blood quanturn. The process of,
getting the HHCA passed into law saw the guartum requirement rise o 50% or greater,
Rased on documentesd history, the blood qaantum requirements were heawvily influenced
at the time by large landowmers in an effort to reduce the oumber of Native Hawailans
quatified for the land. '

Mahalg aui los (hank you very muck) for the cpporinity to provide comuents

on thisteport. 1f you or a staff member care to discuss thess comments by telephone,
ean be contacted at home (703) 426-4921 or e-mail address is KitkLEDuwrante@aol.com.

Foirk 1., k. Durante
Mative Hawatian
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