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Drear Assistant Secretary Berry,

I heve just conmpleted reading the report a5 posted on the Internet and heve some
COTIMENTS.

First I do not feel that the Hawatigns should be recognized as & sovereign nation similarly
to the Mative Ametican Indian or Eskimo for several reasons, mainly because the United States is
not dealing with a united front of Faveaiians but a number of fragmented groups that do not share
a commot opinon of what they want as a sm'ereigﬁ nation. To make this work | believe that a
2/3 majority of the Native Hawaiian peopls must detenmine what they want and present it to the
United States. Also the definition of Native Hawaiians {5 determined by any proportion of being
ﬁawﬂian apparently up to 1/500th. I think that this needs some sore limmations.

America was not the first peoptes to have contact with the Hawaiians. Hawaiiang
themselves do not have a long history priot to Western European contact with the istands, a mere
1,000 years or 5o as coanpared 10 the MNative American Indians who migrated (o America possibly
during the last Jee Age. Nor were we the only one’s to have land given Lo any of our peoples by
any of the Kings and Queens of past. Iz is true that the United States did have some role in the

overthrow of the monarchy in 1393, however, as noted in the report several things happened 1o




these p{:c}plelpricr to that time which were mucl more sigrificant in the holdings of tand by
anyone, inchuding the United States and the State of Hawan, Also one must bes aware of the make
up of the United Siates at that time which was mostly Western Buropean. This ¥ do not hefieve is
the case today. My ancestry 15 of Eastem BEuropean and they were not in the United States at the
timdé &5 15 the same for many other Eagtern European Amencan citizens along with gther races
that are already and would be footing the bilk for what is perceived as past transpressions by a
fewr.

First King Kamehameha established a "United Kingdom™ by force and with the use of
Western, 1.e., Burapeat weapons wpon other chiefs and (hen conteolled their land that he teok
mainly by foree. There is even the bloody story of a tribe that after they lost the battle they were
not just held captrve but were forced off of 2 chff. This was not noted In your report.

Second it 1850 the Kuleana Act allowed Flawattans to own land and they did not take
advantage of this for several reasons one of whick was the “fear of the chief"s resctions ™ As
staled in the report in Puna alone of 894 men who patd taxes ondy 13 chiels and 4 Maka’aingna
clzimed land, Therefore the peopte who should have protected their own, that being the chiefs,
did not, They oniy took care of themssbves. As far as the statement that the word did not get out
i rural areas, Puna is as rural a5 3t géts vek the chiefs took advantage ~f the free land. They also
ook advantage Dfﬂﬂj"’[h::lng that was owed them by their Maka'ainana so there was contact by the
ahiefs to the rest of the population, 1t 15 the chiefs who were at faolt not the Tnited States,
especially since the Hawaiian dslands were not even annexed by then,

Oince the Hawaiian Istands were annexed everyone had the right to vote, unlike the rules
of the provisional government, and the majority of voters were Havwaiian over any other ethnic

group. This is why the Republicans convinced Pronce Kuluo to run 2z Laizon to the United States.



He, wanting to hecome governor of the islands, accepted and sold out his own people. Is the
United States respomsible foe his actions? T do not believe so.

More recently in July 1905, 31,507 ballots were mailed out by SHEC to Native Havwailans
for 3 Hawaiian constitutional change and only 30,423 (3734) were even returned, This shows me a
lack of desire for sowvereignty by even the Hawaiian people themselves especially when in 19%% Ha
Hawaii maited 101,000 baligts out for delegates and only 8,868 (9%) were returned to elect
delegates, So who is the government of (he United States trying to negotiate & reconciliation with
but a handfit of Hawaiisns, therefore, the rest of the Hawsaiizns may or ﬁna}r not agres with what
is determined and disregard any andfor all of the decisions made. Pluz they “ask the Linited States
10 assigt them in improving ecoagmic opporunities, educational attainment, healih stats, and
housing. ™ And assist them with the creation of & “Native Hawaiian enticy that may apply for
recognition” while on the other hand they want “increased self-determination congerning MNative
Hawaiian affairs, resources and lpnds” 1 see two diametrically opposcd requests: belp me v.s, let
me determine my own affiirs, Also as far s beatth care goes, [ know ef no other state m the
Nation where a family can earn up o £3,270.00 per month, up from $1,538.00 per month.and
recetve FREE health care for their children as stated by Governor Cayetano in a letier 1o the
editor in Hawsil Tribune-Herald, 8/25/00. Also stated in this lerter “Hawan already his t.ihﬁ
highest percentage of people with health insurance.™

Also mpre recently ths year on the manch on Wasl‘ﬁngtﬂn, I».C. there were only 75 people
who actually marchesd, I find this a poor showing and lack of interest for a peoples wishing to
beconse & suverelon nation, certainly no where near 4 majority of even 51%.

In conrcluston, it making any kind of legizslature regarding reconciliatton, inclading

sovereigmty, 1 feel that it i the responsibility of the majority of the Native Hawailans 1o come



togeiher, decide what they really want and feel is fair, present this to the govemnment and start
waorking from there. The United States cannet nov should pot make the decision of what the
Native Hawajians want because they do not knowe. It ¢an only causc future problems thiat will only
need to be rectified again and again. It weuld be 3 costly mistake. -

Unfortunatehy T must submit this Jetter anomymously, howesee, we (my husbamd and 1)

hope that these views wilt be taken into consideration.

Sincerely,

A coneerned Hile Citizen



