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APPENDI X B: PROFESSI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS AND SOCI ETI ES

A

ORGANI ZATI ONS AND SOCI ETI ES

Organi zations and societies are involved in various aspects
of nuseum work. This section provides a |ist of the nmajor
organi zations and societies in the United States that provide
pr of essi onal guidance to individuals and institutions in the
various functions of nuseum and archival work:

1.

Anerican Associ ation of Miseunms
1575 Eye Street, NW

Suite 400

Washi ngton, DC 20005

202/ 289-1818

The Anerican Association of Museuns (AAM, founded in
1906, addresses the concerns of the country's museum
comunity as a whole and represents art and natural

hi story nuseuns, zoos, botanical gardens, arboretuns,

pl anetari uns, science and technol ogy centers, nature
centers, children's museuns, and historic nmuseuns, sites
and societies. Menbers include nuseum directors,
curators, registrars, educators, marketing and

devel opnent directors, public relations personnel, and
others. The AAM s Accreditation Program has |ong been a
| eader in establishing professional standards for nuseuns
and nmuseum professionals. Publications include a

bi -nonthly journal, Museum News, and a nonthly newsletter
Avi so. The AAM Bookstore stocks publications that
address such topics as collections nmanagenent, nuseum
ethics, conservation, marketing, and fund raising. The
associ ation hol ds annual national and regional neetings.
Wite or call the association for information on
menber shi p, publications available through its bookstore,
and ot her prograns of the association.

Anerican Association for State and Local History
530 Church Street

Suite 600

Nashville, TN 37219

615/ 255- 2971

The Anerican Association for State and Local History
(AASLH), founded in 1940, is a national non-profit
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organi zati on that serves agenci es and people who work to
preserve and interpret history, including historical

soci eties, nuseuns, historic sites, parks, libraries,
archives, historic preservation organizations, and
school s and colleges. 1In recent years this association
has been instrunental in organizing the forumon "A
Common Agenda for Hi story Miuseuns." Publications include

a binonthly nagazine, H story News and a nonthly

newsl etter, History News Dispatch. The association's
extensi ve sal es program provi des publications and
educational materials (e.g., books, technical |eaflets,
reports, slide-tape, and video prograns) on the
docunent ati on, preservation and interpretation of

hi story, including the care and conservati on of nuseum
obj ects. The associ ation sponsors sem nars, workshops,
and an annual neeting. Wite or call the association for
I nformati on on nenbership, publications avail able through
the sales program and other prograns of the association.

Soci ety of Anerican Archivists
600 South Federal Street

Suite 504

Chi cago, IL 60605

312/ 922-0140

The Society of American Archivists (SAA), founded in
1936, pronobtes the preservation and use of records
materials (e.g., manuscripts, filns, maps, photographs,
sound recordi ngs, and nmachi ne readabl e records). This
soci ety provides a wi de range of educational workshops,
mai ntai ns an active publications program and pronotes
cooperation, growh, and devel opnent in the archiva
field. Publications include a quarterly journal,
Anerican Archivist, and a binonthly newsletter, SAA
Newsl etter. The SAA's publication programoffers basic
manual s on the arrangenent, description, access,
conservation and care, and exhibition of archival
collections. The society sponsors an annual neeti ng.
Wite to or call the society for nmenbership information
a catal og of sales publications, and other prograns of
the society.

Society for the Preservation of Natural History
Col | ecti ons
121 Trowbri dge hal
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Uni versity of |owa
lowa City, |A 52242-1379
312/ 335-1822*

The Society for the Preservation of Natural History

Col l ections (SPNHC), founded in 1985, represents the

I nterests of natural history collections and the people
associ ated with the managenent and care of these
collections. Menbership includes individuals within the
fields of anthropol ogy, botany, geol ogy, pal eontol ogy,
zool ogy and others interested in the devel opnent and
preservation of natural history collections.
Publications include a journal, Collection Forum and a
newsl etter, SPNHC Newsletter. The journal, published
tw ce a year, provides up-to-date technical and
docunentary information on the care of natural history
collections. The society conducts annual neetings that

i nclude formal presentations, and workshops. Wite to or
call the society's treasurer for information on
menber shi p.

* Current until Decenber 1997

Anerican Institute for Conservation of Historic and
Artistic Wrks

1717 K Street, NW

Suite 301

Washi ngt on, DC 20006

202/ 452- 9545

The American Institute for Conservation of Historic and
Artistic Wirks (AIC), founded in 1972, addresses the
concerns of the conservation profession. Mnbers include
conservators who practice in all of the nmaterial
specialties (e.g., paintings, books and paper, textiles,
wood, photographic materials, and objects of |eather,
ceram c, glass, and stone), and conservation scientists.
Li brarians, archivists, and curators may al so be nenbers.
Thi s organi zati on has adopted and published "A Code of

Et hics and Standards of Practice" for the conservation
profession in the United States. Refer to Appendix C
Publ i cati ons include a biannual journal, Journal of the
Anerican Institute for Conservation and a binonthly
newsletter, AIC Newsletter. The newsletter includes
information fromthe various specialties, health and
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safety updates, preventive conservation information, and
a list of conferences, courses, and semnars. The
associ ati on sponsors an annual neeting including a
pre-neeting workshop. The association also maintains an
annual directory of its nenbership. Wite to or call the
associ ation for nmenbership information.

National Institute for the Conservation of Cultural
Property

3299 K Street, NW Suite 602
Washi ngton, D.C. 20007
202/ 625- 1495

The National Institute for Conservation (NIC) was founded
in 1982 by | eaders of the diverse conservation conunity
to alert federal officials to the vital role of
conservation in nuseuns and libraries, and to exam ne
coll ections-care needs. It is the successor of the
Nat i onal Conservation Advisory Council, founded in 1973.
NI C provides a national forumfor cooperation and

pl anni ng anong institutions and prograns concerned with
preserving our nation's cultural heritage. |t provides
i nformati on, prograns, and projects in support of
scientific research and professional training, and seeks
to enhance public understandi ng of conservation. Recent
initiatives include training of collections-care
specialists and the identification and preservation of
America's historic outdoor nonunents.

Regi onal and State Miuseum Conf erences and Associ ati ons

There are several regional nmuseum organi zations that are
under the auspices of the American Associ ation of
Museuns. These conferences include the New Engl and
Museum Associ ation, the Md-Atlantic Museum Associ ati on,
Sout heast ern Museuns Conference, the M dwest Miseuns
Conf erence, the Muntain-Plains Miseuns Associ ation, and
the Western Regional Conference. These regional
associ ati ons sponsor annual workshops and neetings for

B: 4 Rel ease Dat e:
New



Museum Property Handbook
(411 DM Vol une 1)
Appendi x B

their nmenbership. Wite to or call the Anerican
Associ ation of Museuns for a current |ist of addresses
for these regional associations.

8. Reqi onal Conservation @Qilds and Associ ati ons

There are several regional conservation associations

| ocat ed throughout the country. These groups usually
hol d nonthly nmeetings that address special topics in
conservation including nuseum envi ronnment and ot her
preventive conservation issues. Wite to or call the
Anerican Institute for Conservation for a current |ist of
t he nanmes and addresses of these regional associations.

B. MJSEUM JOURNALS AND TECHNI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

This section provides information on journals and techni cal

publications that nmay be pertinent to nuseum property.

1. ASC Newsletter
This newsletter, printed binonthly (February, April,
June, August, Cctober, and Decenber) is avail abl e by
subscription fromthe Association of Systematics
Coll ections (ASC). The newsletter contains articles on
systematic natural history collections, as well as brief
notes on fundi ng sources, neetings and conferences, and
book reviews. For information on subscribing to this
newsl etter, wite or call:
Associ ation for Systematics Col |l ections
1725 K Street, NW
Suite 601
Washi ngton, DC 20006-1401
202/ 835- 9050

2. Curator
Curator, the quarterly publication of the American Miuseum
of Natural H story, is available by annual subscription.
This journal provides tinely articles on phil osophi cal
directions in the nmuseum profession, docunentation and
care of nmuseum col l ections, and specific articles on
sol ving storage and exhibit problens. For information on
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subscribing to this journal wite to:

Cur at or

Subscri ption Service
P. O Box 3000
Dept. HHH

Denville, NJ 07834

Canadi an Conservation Institute (CC/ICC) Notes and
Newsl etter

The Canadi an Conservation Institute (CCl) publishes a
series of technical notes on nuseum collections care
topics (e.g., the nuseum environnent; disaster
managenent ; equi pnent; and techni ques of caring for
specific types of objects, including paintings, |eather,
skin, ethnographic materials, textiles, and photographic
materials). A conplete set of these technical notes can
be obtained fromthe institute by witing to the address
below. The Institute's Bulletin is also avail able upon
request. For information on obtaining the notes and the
newsl etter, wite to:

Canadi an Conservation Institute
1030 | nnes Road

Gtawa, Ontario

Canada K1A OMb

613/ 998- 3721

U.S. National Park Service (NPS) Publications

The National Park Service publishes several publications
t hat provi de guidance on a variety of curatorial topics.
For information on obtaining the publications, wite to:

Nat i onal Park Service
Curatorial Services Division
P. O Box 37127

Washi ngton, D.C. 20013-7127
202/ 343-8142

The NPS Museum Handbook, Part |, Miseum Col | ecti ons,
provi des gui dance on the preservation and protection of
museum col | ections and rel ated professional issues.
Revised in 1990, Part | contains 850 pages and 91
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Illustrations and is available fromthe Superintendent of
Publ i ¢ Docunents, GPO stock nunmber 024-005-01078-5.

Part 11, Miuseum Records, is currently being revised and
will be available in 1997 and Part 111, Use of

Coll ections, is now being witten for publication in

Sept enber, 1997.

Nat i onal Park Service Conserve O Grans are brief,
technical leaflets distributed periodically to provide
curatorial staff with up-to-date, detailed instruction on
museum col | ecti on preservation activities needed to
performroutine collections care. Plans are to nake the
series avail able by subscription. Wite to the address
above for information concerning availability.

The NPS Autonmated National Catalog System (ANCS) is a

m cr oconput er - based dat abase managenent system for
museuns. This user-friendly systemvalidates discipline
specific and coll ecti on managenent data, produces a
variety of standard reports, and can readily respond to
ad hoc queries. The classification systemis applicable
to cultural objects and natural history specinens from

t hroughout the United States. The ANCS program di sks and
acconpanyi ng User Manual are available fromthe address
above.

FUNDI NG ORGANI ZATI ONS

The unit's cooperating association nmay apply for Federal
funding for a nuseum property project on behalf of a unit.
In addition to these national resources, units' cooperating
associ ations are encouraged to explore state and | ocal
fundi ng organi zations that may offer prograns of support.
Units should wite to the organi zations |isted bel ow for
further information on the types of grants that are
avai | abl e:

Institute of Museum Services
1100 Pennsyl vani a Avenue, NW
Washi ngton, DC 20506

202/ 606- 8539

Nat i onal Endowrent for the Arts
1100 Pennsyl vani a Avenue, NW
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Washi ngt on, DC 20506
202/ 682- 5400

Nat i onal Endowrent for the Humanities
1100 Pennsyl vani a Avenue, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20506

202/ 606- 8438

The J. Paul Getty Trust provides grants to institutions for
the conservation of art collections, including surveys to
determ ne the condition and conservation needs of such
collections. Units with art collections may apply directly
to the Trust for such grants. Wite to the foll ow ng address
for information on this funding program

The Getty Grant Program
1200 Getty Center Drive
Suite 800

Los Angel es, CA 90049- 1685
310/ 440- 7320

For a list of other foundations that provide grants to
museuns consult The Foundation Directory, published by the
Foundation Center located in New York Cty. For a copy of
this directory, wite to the foll ow ng address:

Foundati on Center
79 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10003-3076
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