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Welcome everyone, thank you for coming to our Wow Kids event today. 
I am glad to join you today to talk about our public lands.

Do you know that your are rich…  rich in resources

As an American, you own millions of acres of federally managed resources – rivers, beaches, deserts, mountains, woodlands, parks and historic sites. You also own hundreds of state, community, and neighborhood resources… your neighborhood park, nature trail, roadway, school and community center – they’re all yours to use and enjoy.

They are also the responsibility of every American… that means you.

Everyone has seen litter in the parks, broken playground swings, graffiti covered walls, and parched wetlands that are destroying the beauty and enjoyment of our public lands and public places. 
We must all take ownership by taking action. We can begin by restoring and maintaining our neighborhoods, our land and our environment… and Take Pride in America. 
· Did you know?

· The Department of the Interior (DOI) is the nation’s principal conservation agency. Our mission is to protect America’s treasures for future generations, like you.

· We provide access to our nation’s natural and cultural heritage, offer recreation opportunities, honor our trust responsibilities to American Indians and Alaska Natives and our responsibilities to island communities.

· The work that we do affects the lives of millions of people; from the family taking a vacation in one of our national parks to the children studying in one of our Indian schools.

· We manage 507 million acres of surface land, or about one-fifth of the land in the United States, including:
As you might suspect, the government cannot manage all of these responsibilities without the help of the American people; without your help.

As the President has said, “Good stewardship of the environment is not just a personal responsibility, it is a public value…(It) is our responsibility as citizens…it is our calling as stewards of the earth.” 
That’s why Secretary Norton launched a volunteer program not to long ago that will help you get involved.  It’s called Take Pride in America.
Take Pride works with State Governors and other partners to support volunteer projects, and it is part of President George W. Bush's USA Freedom Corps. 

In communities across the country, kids and young people are restoring and maintaining our neighborhoods, our lands and our environment -and they're doing it through volunteering! These young people have learned first-hand that volunteering is a great way to connect with other people and the land. 

You, too, can be part of the solution. Take Pride In America was started to help young people and others make a difference in their communities through volunteering.

The first thing you need to do is to figure out what problem you're interested in tackling in your community. To get focused, think about the following: 

What do you see in your community? Is there trash in your neighborhood? Do you wish there were more parks or play areas for you and other children? Talk to other kids, your parents, your teachers, and other adults about the problem and why it exists. 
Here are some questions to ask yourself and others: 

· What would you like to see changed in your community? 
· What are some problems that are facing your community? 
· Why do these problems exist, and what are some actions you can take to fix these problems? 

By working together, we will assure that the well being of our public lands will benefit from the hard work and commitment of future generation of Americans.  
Enjoy the rest of your day.
