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The National Parks Legacy Project: Fulfilling the President’s Commitment to the American People - More than 1 million American families a day will visit one of our Nations’ treasured National Parks this summer.  Secretary Norton, in delivering this Accomplishments Report to President Bush, demonstrates her commitment to caring for our National Parks and protecting them for the enjoyment of these American families and future generations. Two years into the Bush Administration, tremendous headway has been made in addressing the President’s commitment to reduce the deferred maintenance backlog.  

● Longstanding Maintenance Backlog Systematically Addressed - Since FY 2002, nearly $2.9 billion has been provided to address the $4.9 billion maintenance backlog identified in the 1998 General Accounting Office (GAO) report.  Overall, the President has proposed more than $760 million annually over a five-year period for a total of $3.84 billion to pay for non-road, deferred maintenance projects.  Including the nearly $1.26 billion in road maintenance to be spent over a five-year period, the President will fulfill his commitment to address the $4.9 billion maintenance backlog.

● Improving Park Visitor Experience - The Administration is broadening opportunities for Americans to enjoy their parks. From battlefields in Fredericksburg to campground restoration at the Grand Canyon, the NPS has begun to improve the condition of hundreds of park assets.  Approximately 900 repair/rehabilitation projects were addressed in FY 2001-2002.  Another 500 projects are being tackled in 2003.
● Enhancing Safety for All Americans on Public Lands– In addition to providing for visitor safety and protecting park resources in 388 units of the NPS, park rangers have also played an increasing and vital role in homeland security assignments the past two years. 
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● Protecting and Preserving our Natural Heritage – NPS is partnering with other agencies to implement the National Fire Plan and the President’s Healthy Forests Initiative.  Interior and Agriculture dollars available in 2003 to fight fires have increased 55 percent since 2000.  These additional dollars have resulted in more firefighters, helicopters, air tankers and heavy equipment to fight fires.  Through the Rural Fire Assistance Program, 664 small fire departments received assistance within the last two years with fire training, personal protective gear, and other equipment, totaling almost $6 million.

● Promoting Partnerships, Volunteerism and Problem-Solving - NPS infuses its operations with partnerships to leverage and provide additional resources, encourage diversity of visitors and employees, and to link with communities and educational institutions.  Building upon the President’s USA Freedom Corps initiative for volunteers, Secretary Norton launched the Take Pride In America program to encourage volunteer efforts to improve and maintain parks, recreation areas, and cultural and historic sites.   

● Resource protection through science and cooperation – Scientific information underpins protection of natural resources.  The Natural Resource Challenge provides information, expertise, and tools to help protect our natural resource heritage. Initiated in FY 2000, Natural Resource Challenge funding was significantly boosted by President Bush.  The FY 2002 and FY 2003 Challenge increase of $20 million and $18 million respectively were nearly 30 percent higher than those in FY 2000 and FY 2001.  
●Improving the Health of All Americans – Recreational opportunities created, provided and enhanced by the NPS play a central role in the Healthier U.S. Initiative, the President’s program to alert Americans to the healthful benefits of physical activity and good nutrition.  In 2001-2002, the NPS assisted states, local governments, and the private sector in protecting more than 3,300 miles of trails, 1,500 miles of river corridor, 127,000 acres of park land, wildlife habitat and open space.
● Preserving our Nation’s Historical and Cultural Heritage – The NPS is a key participant in the Preserve America initiative announced by the First Lady Laura Bush in 2003.  The program’s objectives are to protect and celebrate the heritage of American communities, educate citizens about their heritage, use historic assets for economic development and community revitalization, and encourage heritage tourism.
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NPS Deferred Maintenance Backlog Funding FY 1995-2006
President Bush’s National Parks Legacy sets forth a vision of caring for and enhancing these special places.  President Bush’s leadership team is carrying out this vision through Interior Secretary Gale Norton’s Four C’s – conservation through cooperation, communication, and consultation.  NPS Director Fran Mainella and the National Park Service are restoring facilities, improving landscape health, enhancing opportunities for visitors to enjoy their parks, and inspiring volunteers to participate in their care.
For more information on the President’s Parks Service Legacy Project please visit the DOI, USDA or the White House websites or call the DOI Office of External and Intergovernmental Affairs at 202-208-1923
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