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U. S. Department of the Interior

2010 Conference on the Environment
April 26-30, 2010
 CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

For Paper, Panel and Poster Presentations
Sponsored by the Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance and 
hosted by the National Park Service
The conference will provide a forum for Interior staff to meet and exchange information on a wide variety of environmental and natural resource topics and issues.  It can also be an opportunity to focus on some of the Secretary’s goals of: 

· Fostering a greater sense of stewardship in our youth for natural and cultural resources;
· Enabling the capacity to increase water conservation among our customers in the West;

· Increasing the potential for production and transmission of renewable energy resources on DOI managed lands;
· Establishing a working multi-bureau approach for mitigating climate change on our lands;
· Empowering Native communities; and

· Protecting our treasured landscapes and the great outdoors.

Concurrent sessions will be held including training sessions, educational field trips, exhibits, papers, panels and poster presentations.  For additional conference information, go to:  http://www.doi.gov/greening/conference/index.html

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES FOR PAPER, PANEL AND POSTER PRESENTATIONS
All authors and presenters are requested to submit an abstract(s) of no more than 350 words (not more than 1-page).  (See the list of topic examples under the five conference subject areas on the following pages). The abstract must clearly state the subject of the paper, panel session, or poster presentation. It must address the technical, scientific or programmatic accomplishments of the issues, project or technology. All individual presentations will be 30 minutes in length including time for introductions, questions and answers. Additional time considerations will be made on a case-by-case basis (e.g., panel sessions). You may propose a complete panel of presenters for a 1 hour 30 minute session using the same format described here. Computers, LCD projectors, and screens will be provided.  All presentation graphics must be in Microsoft PowerPoint 2003 format for pre-loading into computers. However, please bring your computer as backup, if possible. A Poster presentation combines text and graphics to highlight research activities. Poster presentations must relate to the conference subject areas and must be staffed during designated conference poster session hours. Please avoid any topics that contain litigation-sensitive material.  All presenters must register for the conference. Non-DOI employees may submit abstracts but the presentation must have a connection to DOI programs and be endorsed by a DOI employee.
Target Audience: 
Department of the Interior staff involved with the following:

· Environmental Management

· Facility Management

· Energy Management

· Transportation Management
· Natural Resource Conservation and Management

· Environmental Planning (NEPA)
· Hazardous Waste Clean-Ups

· Emergency Response
· Those with Collateral Duty Responsibilities in Any of These Areas

Submit abstracts online: 
· Go to http://www.doi.gov/greening/conference/
· Click on Submit Abstract

· Follow on-screen instructions

· Abstracts should be no more than 350 words.  Maximum of one page in length. 
· Abstracts not conforming to the mandatory format requirements will be disqualified.  
· You will be required to provide the following information:

· Mode of delivery of presentation: paper, panel, or poster
· Program subject area (see second page, subject to change by the reviewing committee)

· Short overview of the subject to be presented describing the presentation objective(s), target audience, and benefits to class attendees

· Time needed for presentation

· Title of paper/panel session/poster 

· If poster, specify space needs
· Whether your presentation requires internet access
· Each presenter’s name and contact information

· Each presenter’s agency or affiliation

· Full work address

· Telephone number 
· FAX number

· E-mail address

· Short biographical paragraph (3-4 sentences)

· Online Abstract Submission Begins: November 2, 2009

· Last Day for Abstract Submission: November 30, 2009

Mandatory Abstract Format:  
· Microsoft Word is the only acceptable format. 
· Text must be single spaced Times New Roman at 12-point type.  
· A 1" margin on all sides, left justification, and no indentations in the body text.  
· Do not submit charts or graphs.  
· Abstracts should be no more than 350 words.  Maximum of one page in length. 
Evaluation:  
The Conference Committee will evaluate abstracts based upon clarity of information, relevance to subject areas, quality and originality of subject matters. The Conference Committee reserves the right to assign paper and panel presentations to specified subject areas. Authors of abstracts selected for presentations will be notified during January 2010. 

All Abstracts Must Be Received by COB NOVEMBER 30, 2009.  
Principal Conference Subject Areas with 
Topic Examples for Paper, Panel and Poster Presentations
These topic examples are just suggestions, actual topics covered may vary


Subject Area 1: Climate Change and Greenhouse Gases
· greenhouse gas emissions

· greenhouse gas inventories and reduction goals

· carbon sequestration and carbon storage
· climate science

· climate models and regional projections

· climate impacts to land and natural resources
· climate impacts to cultural resources
· adaptation to climate impacts
· invasive species and climate change

· mitigation strategies to reduce GHG emissions
· climate change and species management


Subject Area 2: Sustainable Practices at DOI Facilities
· environmental management systems

· incorporating life-cycle assessment in capital planning and facilities design

· innovative pollution prevention strategies

· environmental considerations in procurement

· waste minimization and recycling

· fuels management

· transportation issues

· facility compliance

· facility energy and water management
· integrated pest management

· managing drinking water systems

· sustainable operation and cleanup of shooting ranges

· environmentally beneficial landscaping

· benchmarking resource-efficiency of facilities and operations

· use of sustainable practices and products in the design, construction, renovation, and on-going operations of buildings

· contractor, concessioner and partner environmental management and initiatives

· historic building management

· electronics stewardship
· on-site renewable energy systems

· life-cycle assessment

Subject Area 3: Resource Conservation and Management
· ecological risk assessments

· ecological issues related to drought

· wildfire ecological issues

· ecosystem restoration

· land and watershed management

· recent developments and issues with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

· cumulative impacts analysis under NEPA

· public involvement in the NEPA process

· climate change and NEPA analysis
· natural resource issues

· urban growth and ecosystems

· minerals and mining environmental issues

· off-shore environmental issues

· environmental aspects of dredging

· healthy lands, rivers and streams

· habitat conservation

· diseases and die-offs of plants and animals
· resource issues of riparian environments

· recreation area environmental issues

· tidal habitats

· special use permits

· land acquisition

· land management

· managing coastal and marine resources
· marine, coastal, and terrestrial spatial planning
· changing water distribution

· energy development – fossil fuel and renewable
· endangered species

· invasive species

· migratory wildlife issues

· trends in fish management 
· adaptive management
· environmental indicators

· Arctic resources
· cultural Resources

· emergency planning


Subject Area 4: Environmental Collaboration, Partnering and Outreach
· alternative dispute resolution

· environmental justice

· engaging stakeholders in environmental decision making

· communication strategies

· public outreach

· public participation

· youth and natural resources

· environmental educational partnerships with schools, corporate partnerships

· outreach to non-English speaking communities
· working with Tribal nations
· community-based environmental management

· Interior partnerships with potentially responsible parties

· Interior partnerships with municipalities, states, tribes, and other federal agencies

· Interior partnerships with the non-profit and private sectors

· managing for results using interagency collaboration

· collaboration and NEPA

· environmental conflict resolution
· joint fact-finding

· ESF# 11 Protection of Natural & Cultural Resources and Historic Properties


Subject Area 5: Environmental Remediation and Current Technologies
· Central Hazardous Materials Fund (CHF) activities

· hazardous waste site clean-up and restoration

· military base closures (BRAC) and formerly used defense sites (FUDS) 
· brownfields

· liabilities associated with asbestos cleanup costs
· environmental and disposal liabilities

· CERCLA

· emergency response

· Emergency Support Function 10 – Oil and Hazardous Materials Response

· Natural Resource Damage Assessments and Restoration
· clean-up levels for ecosystems

· long-term remedial actions

· bio/green remediation

· GIS-based decision support systems

· constructed wetlands

· munitions and unexploded ordnance (UXO)
· water and wastewater innovations

· clean air technology

· clean water technology

· environmental information technologies

· unique Interior CERCLA clean-ups

· real time detection of environmental contaminants

· process redesign
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