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The White Pine Green Up Program was initiated in March of 2003 by the BLM Ely Field Office, Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF), and Forest Service Ely Ranger District to combat illegal dumps.  BLM and Nevada Division of Forestry crews were cleaning up illegal dumps on a monthly basis before the free service program was initiated

The program works as follows – instead of lugging that old, worn-out appliance to a remote county road and “dumping” it, private residents transport solid waste to the municipal landfill where it is accepted free of charge. The impacts of the illegal solid waste dumping are health and environmental hazards as well as an eyesore to tourism.  The program accepts construction waste, hot water heaters, refrigerators (with or without Freon), scrap metal, tires, washing machines and dryers.  Old cars and truck batteries are received by J & P Auto Parts or Wheeler Machinery Company – again, at no cost.   Also, Mr. Lyle Lyman, owner of Lyman Auto Wrecking, volunteered space for junked automobiles in his wrecking yard, at no fee. According to Steve Leslie, BLM Ely Field Office Outdoor Recreation Planner, the program has resulted in fewer illegal dumps occurring on public lands.  

The collaborative program has been extremely productive.  Over a five year period, the collaborating agencies allocated approximately $40,000 to co-manage the program and recycle as much material as possible. The agencies reasoned that if the public landfill fees were waived, people would respond by disposing of their solid wastes responsibly instead of dumping it on public land.  Prior to the White Pine Green Up program, the Ely municipal landfill infrequently received solid waste from rural places.  Today, rural residents are regularly transporting solid waste to the landfill.  For example, in year 2003 one family from Lund County made ten 60 mile round trips to take tires which had littered their property and the surrounding area to the landfill. “The public’s response to the program has been overwhelming” said Jack Tribble, BLM Ely Field Office Lead Outdoor Recreation Planner. 

Since its establishment, the program is going strong.  The landfill continues to receive larger-than-average volumes of household waste. (Tables 1 and 2)   The City of Ely is also reaping economic rewards because of the program.  Much of the solid waste received by the program is sold to be recycled.  Thanks to this program, unsightly illegal dumps in White Pine County will hopefully continue to decrease over the next few years.  The cost to maintain White Pine Green Up is a bargain compared to the expense of monthly cleanups.  The White Pine Green Up program has proven very successful.  This program benefits human health, the environment, and the tourist economy in the Ely District.  Moreover, it inspires the people of the community to take pride in their public lands.

Table 1. Material received at the City of Ely Landfill during White Pine Green Up’s First Four Months (March-July 2003) vs. 2002
	
	January-December 2002
	March-June 2003

	Metal/ Construction Waste
	350 tons
	250-300 tons

	Tires
	500
	1800

	Refrigerators with Freon*
	0
	152

	Refrigerators without Freon 
	80-100
	70


*Prior to White Pine Green Up, the City of Ely Landfill did not accept refrigerators containing Freon.

Table 2. Material received at the City of Ely Landfill in 2003 and 2004
	
	2003 
	2004 (January- August)

	Metal/ Construction Waste
	Approximately 500 tons 
	Approximately 370 tons 

	Tires*
	8,090 regular tires

300 semi tires

25 tractor tires
	3,035 regular tires

70 semi tires

14 tractor tires

	Refrigerators with Freon**
	283
	124


*Tire types were itemized in 2003-2004. Records of specific tire types were not available for preceding years.

**In 2003-2004, refrigerators without Freon were counted as metal/construction waste. 

Figure 1.  White Pine Green Up sign at the City of Ely Landfill (2003).
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Figure 2. Tires received at the City of Ely Landfill within the first few months of implementing the White Pine Green Up program (2003)
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Figure 3. Cliff Kitschner and his NDF crew remove a junked automobile from public land for disposal (2003). 
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