


You have seen the fire stories on the evening
news and in the newspapers.
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['m here to talk to you about the story behind those headlines.
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The Interior Department manages more than 20 percent of
the land in this Nation. Our lands are greaterin size than
the 25 smallest states put together.
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We work closely with the Forest Service in the Department of
Agriculture, which manages another 6 percent of the U.S. Their lands
contain the bulk of the nation’s forests, while Interior has fires
affecting both forests and rangelands. Interior shoulders about
one-third of the cost of the federal wildland fire fighting program.



We are at the beginning of a long, intense and
damaging fire season.

More than 3 million acres haﬂfa already bumed That
is 1 million acres m 11T

during the previs

While fire is a natural part of a
forest ecosystem, these fires are
beyond natural.



I flew over the Hayman fire, and talked to firefighters at the base
camp. I saw its roaring flames, smelled its smoke, watched the fire
bearing down on homes in its path.

That is as close to hell as I ever want to get.



iy | I-" 2
. 'f; '

.:_

e W

Theqe Lumatural fires cause serious damaqe
Energy from just one of these large fires can equal
an atomic bomb.







The smoke that billows from these large fires raises air quality conecerns.
Let me give you one example. In 1999, the Big Bar fire in Northern California
burned 125,000 acres. The smoke from that fire alone exceeded federal and
state clean air standards for 22 days. Schools were closed for several days in
Klamath and Trinity Counties. Smoke advisories were issued for people
to remain indoors.



Already this year, 200 communities have been affected by
wildland fires either through evacuation or, tragically, destruction
of homes or businesses.



These firefighters are courageous. They work in 100 degree weather near
fires burning at degrees in the hundreds. They climb rugged terrain
carrying chainsaws and pulaskis. They dig fire lines, light backfires, drive
fire engines to the fire's edge. Smoke jumpers even parachute in to the
most difficult areas. We are grateful for the work they do.
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We have
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This year Interior and
Agrlculture are glvmg states

Heroic fighting of fires after they start is not enough.
We need to look at the root causes of our susceptibility to fire



Drought

In fact th radc ' ﬁts.usual
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there was :
The western fire season doesn't usually even start until July .
This vear, federal agencies declared the highest level of extreme fire
emergency 6 weeks earlier than ever before.

But beyond the dryness is the forest density.
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1871 Bitterroot Natmnal Forest



The next photo was taken in 1980. Same cabin, same forest.
Note the huge increase in number of trees and lack of open
space. Fora century we have been Suppressmg fires. This

picture sh:_n c ;,and forests
- B oty
afterwards, a fire 1€ cabin had not
been move n destroyed.



The next photo was taken 10 days ago. It shows blackened
trees and no tree regeneration. There have been significant
problems with erosion.
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As you can probably tell, I have a personal passion about the
and most summer w

subject of restoring our forests to health. I grew up in Colorado,

This photo
The pines w



But over the years, the trees became more dense. Stands

s forest are

dense_—— so trees are skixmy and unhealthy.
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like this one became more common. Today
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Coloradoans began to notice more prevalent insect
infestation and disease in the forests. Whole
muuntammdes turned fmm evergreen green to rust as
pine needles | n to grey as the trees
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As I mentioned earlier, fire is an important part of healthy
forest ecosystems. Sequoia trees, for example, regenerate
through fire. T hlE- pht::ntc-':shn:nwa what natural fire behavior

looks like. : asn't move up
smaller trees, I nt trees intact.
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This photo shows what happens when fires explode in diseased and
dying forests. Fire burns up trees, and spreads rapidly.
Even centuries-old forest giants are destroyed.
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settmﬂ ﬁres ~ hut a pres-':rlbed ﬁre is dnne under carefulh f:nntrulled t:1rt:umstam:es
The weather must be appropriate, moisture content of the forest must be right, and fire
crews must be standing by. Sometimes, if the conditions are right, we will also leta
natural or accidental fire burn.

Prescribed burns are not always the answer. Obviously, they are not a good tool in
forests dotted with homes. Even in some wild areas, the forests have become so dense
that fires destroy all the trees, instead of just the small ones.




Thinning is a way of restoring natural density without fire risks or catastrophic
fire in unusually dense forests. We go in with chain saws and remove smaller
trees or trees that are too close together.

he difference




These next two photos are another example of thinned

and unthinned areas.




We remove trees that are diseased or dead. This creates space
between trees, so fire cannot spread rapidly through the canopy.




2002 Rodeo-Chediski Fire

These photos from the 2002 Rodeo Fire in Arizona
show what happens when ft::-reata are thinned. Both

Thinned Not Thinned



You'll have to look closely at this 1904 fire. This was the Tyee fire
in Washington state. The green area in the middle was an area that
had been Ihmned On both SldES of the thinning project the fire
destroyed . @ perso menon a

The Fores _ s treatment
0 ne last year.
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Oregon Fire — July 2002

These photos were just taken from a fire in Oregon that was put out two
weeks ago. 'I]n the left is the area that had not been thmned This area

dramatically shows the difference between what firefighters call a good burn

All of us wants
forests. And w
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In that plan, we agreed that human safety --both public
and firefighters -- is the highest priority. Itis one of
several ways in which we have recently achieved
unprecedented levels of federal, state and local
cooperation in fire fighting and forest management.
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We Agreed...

Active forest and rangeland management
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So we need to be creative in finding commercial markets for the smaller trees removed
when forests are thinned. One possibility is biomass energy, which provides heat or
electricity or even liquid fuel from forest products.



We Agreed...

There was not complete unanimity about traditional commercial timber harvests. To
some, the phrase “timber harvest” inevitably conjures up the image of clear cuts in
old growth forests.
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ron. That timber is

At BLM, most of ou gon
a certain number of

zoverned by the

We plan to propose
Under these arra
the responsibilit

rardship contracts.
fit group assumes
keeping the wood

The goal would be restoring the forest to a healthy condition, so the contract would
not be as profitable for those doing the work or the federal treasury as a
traditional timber sale



Here Is a Diagram of the Timber Sale Process
TIMBER SALE PROCESS

We also agree
that are often obsta

Here is a diagram of the process involved in a typical timber sale on BLM land.
This is not an exaggeration. Itwas prepared by BLM career staff.




This process produces a huge amount of analysis. These

next two slides show the amount of analysis required for a
timber sale. This photo shows the resource management
plan for an area in Oregon.




Analysis — Part 11

pristine old- - — it ik : 5
trees from a burned area. Under the current appmach we would
need similar analysis for many large-scale forest thinning projects.



Environmental analysis is a very good idea, but some common-sense
streamlining is necessary. We are reviewing our regulations and policies.

As we develﬂg- nentalists and

industry an ideas to
For exan rrent
We are look number of
We will chan 1S .:]Q_ng-term
benefits. Tl ~mechanically

thinned area' | 81 ive shor "0 ntal effects. ﬁut if, over the
longer term, that work makes the area s \fer from catastrophie fire, then the

long term benefits may be more important.




We are I ice 1lin nmental
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