Don Lavin, Vice President, Rise, Incorporated
Don Lavin holds a Masters of Science Degree in Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling from Minnesota State University at Mankato. He served as rehabilitation counselor for three years prior to becoming a senior manager at Rise, Incorporated in 1976. In the last 32 years, he has provided leadership in the planning and implementation of customized and supported employment services for more than 1,200 individuals annually. Lavin manages customized and supported employment services leading to integrated employment in the workforce in support of adults with developmental disabilities, serious and persistent mental illnesses, traumatic brain injuries, deaf and hard of hearing, deafblind, challenging-to-employ welfare recipients, and youth in transition from school-to-careers. Many of Rise(s programs have received national and State awards for program innovation and outcome excellence. Lavin has authored eight publications related to the delivery of job placement and supported employment services for youth and adults with significant disabilities. Also, he is a prolific writer and maintains a blog of commentaries and actual stories of people with disabilities who have entered the workforce through access to customized employment strategies. Lavin is a frequent presenter at national conferences and a member of Minnesota’s State Employment Team for NTAR (National Technical Assistance & Research Center), a national initiative funded by the federal Department of Labor and managed by Rutgers University. He is also a member of the national CRP (Community Rehabilitation Program) leadership network promoting job placement opportunities, customization of employment, and economic self-sufficiency of people with significant disabilities. Lavin serves on the Board of Directors for Minnesota APSE—the Network on Employment and he is a leader and he is a founding member of Minnesota’s Employment First Coalition.
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