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Emergency Management Capabilities

And

National Response Plan Responsibilities

The Department of the Interior carries out its emergency management responsibilities and supports the National Response Plan through the immediate office of the Secretary and the eight constituent bureaus and agencies.

The Office of Law Enforcement and Security (OLES) is responsible for overall coordination of the Department’s emergency management responsibilities and NRP support.

National Park Service (NPS) Mission / Overview
Bureau Mission/Overview

The National Park Service (NPS) promotes and regulates the use of national parks, monuments and reservations.  The primary goals of the NPS are to safeguard human life, safeguard the resources from permanent or lasting damage and to safeguard public and personal property.  As the primary law enforcement and emergency operations entity in national parks, park rangers are regularly involved in all aspects of emergency operations including law enforcement, search & rescue, emergency medical services, wildland & structural fire, and responding to natural disasters.
Bureau Organization

· 12,000 employees of whom approximately 1550 are commissioned rangers and special agents.
· The NPS is headquartered in Washington, D.C.
· The headquarters office oversees field operations through seven regional offices to the superintendents of the 388 NPS units. Regional offices are located in:

· National Capitol Region, Washington, DC, 

· Northeast Region, Philadelphia PA

· Southeast Region, Atlanta, GA

· Midwest Region, Omaha NE

· Intermountain Region, Denver CO

· Pacificwest Region, Oakland CA

· Alaska Region, Anchorage, AK
· A second branch of law enforcement within the bureau is the United States Park Police (USPP).  USPP are composed of over 600 sworn officers who are located in Washington, DC, New York City and San Francisco CA.
Emergency Management Programs and Resources

Specialized Support Assets:

· NPS is responsible for structural fire protection on park lands.  In addition, hundreds of rangers are red carded in wildland fire suppression.

· Submerged Cultural Resource Unit; SCUBA diving and recovery.

· Park Rangers are trained to manage and perform under the Incident Command System (ICS) for all types of incidents and have been detailed to emergencies inside and outside park areas, as well as internationally. There are currently two Type I national ICS Teams available for deployment and five regional Type II ICS Teams.

· The NPS regularly utilizes Special Event Tactical Teams (SETT) law enforcement teams that are structured, trained, equipped and deployed as a unit in a manner that creates a consistent Regional and Servicewide resource with the skills, abilities and expertise to provide a highly professional level of expertise during an incident.  Six SETT teams available to be deployed Servicewide.

· The NPS handles the reporting of significant national incidents through an established 24/7 system (Emergency Incident Communication Center) located at Shenandoah National Park to expedite communications from the field to the Director.

· K9 units:
3 dogs and handlers, located along the southwest border.

· Horse Mounted Patrol:
The NPS supports horse mounted operations with law enforcement rangers in over three dozen units.  The law enforcement training of these horses and riders varies from full urban crowd control situations, to frontcountry enforcement activities to extended remote backcountry patrols in mountainous, wilderness settings.

· Winter Skills:
The NPS has rangers and agents throughout the Service that are fully trained and experienced in winter law enforcement operations, to include snowmobile operations, Nordic skiing and winter survival.

· Search and Rescue (SAR):
The NPS is the inland SAR subject matter expert and has literally hundreds of trained rangers in SAR operations from big wall rescues to helicopter evacuations to locating missing/injured visitors in all park environments.

· Emergency Medical Services (EMS):
The NPS has nearly 300 rangers trained as Emergency Medical Technicians, either at the basic, intermediate or advanced level, as well as paramedics.  
· Air Operations:
NPS has fixed and rotary wing capability to carry out park operations.  These aircraft are used in law enforcement and emergency operations, as well as wildland fire.  These aircraft are located:

· Throughout Alaska
· Grand Canyon NP
· Death Valley NP

· Lake Mead NRA
· Glen Canyon NRA
· Big Bend NP.

· The USPP has two helicopters available within the metropolitan Washington DC area.

