DOI E-Government Project Summary

	Project:

	Business Gateway



	Managing Partner:

	Small Business Administration

	Project Manager:

	Justin Van Epps, SBA

	Project Description:
	Reduce the burden on businesses by making it easy to find, understand, and comply (including submitting forms) with relevant laws and regulations at all levels of government.

	Participating Agencies:

	GSA, DOC, DOE, DOI, DOL, EPA, HHS, Treasury, SSA, DOT, USDA, DOJ, DHS

	Major Project Deliverables:
	The Business Gateway will be the cross-agency portal for business that integrates the content and functionality of number of federal business web sites (e.g., business.gov, businesslaw.gov, sba.gov).  The Gateway will offer:

- Multi-jurisdictional Business Legal and Regulatory Information: Businesses will be able to access easy-to-find-and-read information about the federal, state, and local laws and regulations that apply to them.

- Compliance Assistance Tools: Businesses will have access to on-line tools, or wizards, designed to help them determine which laws and regulations apply, whether they are in compliance, and if they aren’t, how to achieve compliance.

- Accessible, easy to use (Forms) & Transactions: The Gateway will provide easy access to applicable forms as well as the ability to complete, submit and transmit the completed information to the applicable Federal regulatory agencies. 

By providing quick access to forms, legal information, regulatory compliance assistance tools, and on-line transactions, the Business Gateway can reduce the burden hours by 10 percent saving American businesses an estimated $2.4 billion annually and help federal agencies achieve a 75 percent GPEA compliance rate.

	Accomplishments:
	Stood up www.business.gov on May 15, 2004.  Includes some consolidation of existing SBA websites as well as the eForms on-line card catalog of existing electronic Federal forms.

	Major Project Milestones:

	- Next portal update – 9/30/04

- Data harmonization complete – 9/30/04

- Selection of eForms solution – 11/15/04

	DOI Involvement in Project:
	DOI has five representatives involved in the project with varying time commitments:

- Julia Laws, OCIO, serves on the Governance Board which meets not more than once a month 

- Peter Ertman, BLM, serves on the BG Advisory Group, the primary technical steering committee, contributing up to one day a week.  

- Mike McGreer, OCIO, serves on the Architecture Solutions Workgroup, originally meeting monthly, but weekly in April and May.  

- Ed McCeney, OCIO, serves on the E-Forms Workgroup, contributing more than a week a month during February and March, and about a day a month since then.  

- Stephanie Varvell, OSM, serves as Project Manager of the Surface Mining Vertical E-Forms Pilot Project. 

A number of DOI on-line forms and business transaction systems have the potential of being affected by this initiative, but the continual modifications in project scope and milestone timelines have moved “Business Gateway replacement systems” into the far future. The BG Governance Board has not approved the replacement of any agency system with a BG system.  Several Governance Board members have expressed an interest in DOI’s E-Authentication/ Smart Card/ E-Forms initiative that OCIO is leading with BLM participation.  

	DOI Milestones:
	- Provided eForms input 3/30/04

- OSM Data harmonization pilot in progress:  Technical Implementation Analysis will be completed by 8/15/04.

	DOI Representative:

	Julia Laws, OCIO
(202-208-6053, Julia_laws@ios.doi.gov)

Peter Ertman, BLM

(202-452-7706, peter_ertman@blm.gov)

	DOI Bureau Involvement:
	DOI bureau GPEA representatives worked with the DOI Records Officer (Ed McCeney, OCIO) to create the E-Forms catalog entries throughout the months of February and March, 2004.   OSM leads the BG Surface Mining Pilot project with Stephanie Varvell as project manager. 
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