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ARTMAN ANNOUNCES CHANGES TO BIA SENIOR MANAGEMENT

WASHINGTON – Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs Carl J. Artman today announced that he has shifted three Bureau of Indian Affairs senior managers to new positions of responsibility.  They are BIA Director W. Patrick Ragsdale, who will become the Deputy Director for the Office of Justice Services; OJS Deputy Director Christopher B. Chaney, who will become the Deputy Director for the Office of Indian Services; and OIS Deputy Director Jerold L. “Jerry” Gidner, who will succeed Ragsdale as BIA director.  The appointments will become effective on September 16, 2007.
“In working closely over the past six months with Pat Ragsdale, Chris Chaney and Jerry Gidner, I have found their strengths to be useful beyond the positions they currently hold,” Artman said.  “The changes I am announcing today reflect a strategic repositioning of these key BIA managers that will enhance the effectiveness of the Bureau’s justice, trust and human services programs within Indian Country.”
Ragsdale, an enrolled member of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, has over 35 years of federal and tribal experience.  He has held several BIA managerial positions in the field and in Washington, D.C., including Superintendent of the Uintah and Ouray Agency in Fort Duchesne, Utah; Director of the Anadarko Area Office (now Southern Plains Regional Office) in Oklahoma; Special Assistant to the BIA Deputy Commissioner and Deputy to the Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs for Operations.  He served as the acting Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs in 1989.
Following his retirement from federal service in 1993, Ragsdale worked for his tribe as Director of the Cherokee Nation Marshal Service and later as Executive Director of Government Resources.  In February of 2004, he returned to federal service as Director for Trust Review and Audit with the Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians in the Department of the Interior.  He was appointed BIA Director on February 13, 2005.
“I have been fortunate in my long career at the Bureau of Indian Affairs to have served Indian Country and the nation in many capacities,” Ragsdale said.  “I am looking forward to working with BIA and tribal law enforcement, courts and corrections personnel to improve and preserve
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public safety in Indian Country.  And I am committed to holding Office of Justice Services employees to the highest standards of ethics and professionalism, as would be expected of any federal law enforcement workforce.”

Gidner, an enrolled member of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians in Michigan, has held several positions with the BIA and the Office of Indian Affairs, including Environmental Scientist, Office of Trust Responsibilities (1998-1999); Chief of the Division of Environmental and Cultural Resources Management (1999-2002); Chief of Staff to the Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs (2002-2004) and Director of the Office of Planning and Policy Analysis (2004-2005).  His federal experience also includes serving as an attorney-advisor with the Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (1991-1995) and Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics (1997-1998).
“I want to express my appreciation to Assistant Secretary Artman for giving me this tremendous opportunity to lead the Bureau of Indian Affairs,” Gidner said.  “I also want to express my appreciation to Pat Ragsdale and Chris Chaney for their continuing commitment to the BIA’s mission.  I am looking forward to working with them and the rest of BIA’s management team as we meet the challenges of improving the quality of life for Indian people and the protection and preservation of their trust lands and resources.”

Gidner has a Bachelor of Science degree in Zoology from Michigan State University (1982), a Master of Science degree in Natural Resources Management from the University of Michigan School of Natural Resources (1990), a Juris Doctorate degree from the University of Michigan Law School (1990), and an Master of Business Administration from the American University Kogod School of Business in Washington, D.C. (2007).
Chaney, an enrolled member of the Seneca-Cayuga Tribe of Oklahoma, was appointed Deputy Director of the BIA’s Office of Law Enforcement Services (now the Office of Justice Services) on August 7, 2005.

“During my tenure with the Office of Justice Services, I have enjoyed meeting and working with BIA and tribal employees committed to improving the safety of tribal communities,” Chaney said.  “I appreciate being given this new opportunity to lead the Bureau’s Office of Indian Services and to further the Bureau’s mission of providing quality services to the tribes and their communities.”

A 1992 graduate of Brigham Young University’s J. Reuben Clark Law School, Chaney has specialized experience in the field of Indian law.  He has served as the prosecuting attorney for the Jicarilla Apache Tribe and the Southern Ute Tribe, as an administrative law judge for the Navajo Housing Authority and as an Assistant United States Attorney with the Department of Justice in Salt Lake City, Utah, where he prosecuted violent crimes on the Navajo Nation Reservation, the Uintah and Ouray Reservation and other Indian Country jurisdictions around the state.  In 2000, he served in the Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys in the Counsel to the Director’s Office.  He joined the Interior Department in October 2003 as the Associate Solicitor for Indian Affairs, a position he held until his appointment as the head of BIA law enforcement.
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