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EXPLANATION OF MATERIAL TRANSMITTED:

Pursuant to the 130 DM 3.4, the Indian Land Consolidation Center is responsible for establishing
land consolidation polices, providing technical advice and assistance to Regions with regard to
the implementation of the land acquisition program. The Center is also responsible to provide
oversight, direction, monitoring and program evaluation for the Indian Land Consolidation
Program.

25 CFR §152.18 authorized the Secretary to sell a minor’s land interest with the consent of the
natural guardian. The natural guardian is defined as the father and upon his death, the mother of
the child. Exception to this authority exists for the states of Oklahoma, Minnesota, and South
Dakota. In these states a minor Indian who owns fractionated interest(s) can sell those interests
only if approved by the guardian duly appointed by the proper court (this can be a tribal court).
The sale may only be consummated upon the agreement of the appropriate court and approval by
the Secretary.

For the purposes of the Indian Land Consolidation Project, the term “minor” shall include any
one who has not reached their eighteenth birthday. Married minors are not exempt from the
consent requirements stated above. Any unresolved issues or questions should be referred to
ILCC for final resolution

Please direct any questions to the Indian Land Consolidation Center at (715) 682-0310.
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1.1 Purpose. 25 CFR §152.18 authorized the Secretary to sell a minor’s land interest

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

with the consent of the natural guardian. The natural guardian is defined as the
father and upon his death, the mother of the child.

Exception to this authority exists for the states of Oklahoma, Minnesota, and South
Dakota. In these states a minor Indian who owns fractionated interest(s) can sell
those interests only if approved by the guardian duly appointed by the proper court
(this can be a tribal court). The sale may only be consummated upon the agreement
of the appropriate court and approval by the Secretary.

For the purposes of the Indian Land Consolidation Project, the term “minor” shall
include any one who has not reached their eighteenth birthday. Married minors are
not exempt from the consent requirements stated above. Any unresolved issues or
questions should be referred to ILCC for final resolution.

Scope. This policy applies to the following seven BIA Regional Offices: Navajo,
Midwest, Great Plains, Northwest, Western, Eastern Oklahoma, and Rocky
Mountain.

Policy. Acquisition of fractional interests held by minor Indians is governed by
federal law. State law does not apply. 25 CFR Section 152.18 is the appropriate
regulation to follow upon receipt of an application from a minor Indian requesting
to sell his/her fractionated land ownership interests to the Indian Land
Consolidation Project (ILCP). This policy provides guidance to staff of the ILCP
with regard to a minor’s application to sell fractionated land interests.

Authority.

A. The American Indian Probate Reform Act of October 27, 2004, P. L.108-374

(118 Stat. 1773).
B. The Indian Land Consolidation Act of November 7, 2000, amended P.L.106-
462 (114 Stat. 1991). See Section 213-216 of the Act.

Responsibilities.

A. Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is responsible for the development of
National Policy affecting Indian lands.

B. Director, Indian Land Consolidation Center is responsible for coordinating the
Bureau’s nationwide program to consolidate fractionated interests in Indian
lands pursuant to statutory requirements.

C. Deputy Bureau Director, Field Operations, BIA is responsible for overseeing
the Regional Directors and disseminating policy to them.
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D. Deputy Bureau Director, Trust Services, BIA is responsible for assisting in the
dissemination of trust resource policy and information to the Regional
Directors.

E. Regional Directors, BIA are responsible for carrying out policy as directed, and
for overseeing the implementation of policy either directly or via Agency
Superintendents.
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